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Jesus and the Prophets

Matthew 21:10-11
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole
city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is
this?” The crowds were saying, “This is
the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in
Galilee.”

Luke 7:16
Fear seized all of them; and they
glorified God, saying, “A great prophet
has risen among us!” and “God has
looked favorably on his people!”

John 4:19
The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that
you are a prophet.”
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Jesus and the Prophets

Ash Wednesday, February 14

The past reveals the present

Luke 24:25-27
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish
you are, and how slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have declared! Was it
not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his
glory?” Then beginning with Moses and
all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.

Scripture testifies that the resurrection of
Jesus was a predicted miracle. The prophets
predicted the birth, life, ministry, death and
resurrection of Christ Jesus. This is the
promise of the empty cross.

God has given us Scripture to guide us to
the knowledge that we are not alone. God
does not leave us to wander through life
seeking to make sense out of it. Scripture
leads us to a relationship with Jesus, the
Son of God who saves. When we read the
Gospels, the good news of Christ Jesus is
filled with hope, inspiration and grace.

Lord, help us to remember the past, not
merely for sentimental reasons, but to learn
from it and improve the present. Amen.
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Thursday, February 15

Who are you?

Matthew 16:13-14
Now when Jesus came into the district of
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man
i1s?” And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

Jesus asked his disciples how others viewed
him and then, how the disciples themselves
viewed him. Jesus knew who he was. It was
others who were confused about his
identity.

We all wonder how we are viewed by
others. We ask ourselves, “Who am I in the
eyes of other people? How am | viewed by
family and friends?” The poet Emily
Dickinson penned the poem “I’m Nobody!
Who Are You?” While what others think of
you matters, of greater importance is
knowing that you are a child of God made
in God’s image. And once you realize that,
you can answer the question “Who are
you?”

Lord, we celebrate our identity as children
of God. Amen.
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Friday, February 16

God cares

Deuteronomy 18:18
I will raise up for them a prophet like you
from among their own people; 1 will put
my words in the mouth of the prophet,
who shall speak to them everything that |
command.

The people of Israel were in despair
because Moses was about to leave them.
Yet God gave them a hopeful promise that
someday God would send another prophet.
Jesus is the fulfillment of that prophetic
promise.

There are moments in our lives when we
need God to speak hopeful words amid a
desperate situation. And God does speak. A
card from a long-lost friend, an email
saying that you are missed and loved, a
picture that revives memories of a past
fondly remembered. God is never distant
and says, “I love you” the very moment we
need God the most.

Lord, bless this season of Lent as we
cherish the knowledge that you are a God
of presence and promise. Amen.
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Saturday, February 17

No longer a child

Luke 4:24
And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet
is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.”

Jesus went back to his hometown to deliver
his first sermon. But after a challenging
message, the same people who praised him
were now ready to push him over the side
of a cliff.

Have you ever felt that the people most
familiar with you know you the very least?
Sometimes we feel like a stranger among
family who know our stories but don’t
accept the fact that we have changed. Don’t
let others bring you down by their
skepticism and doubt. God doesn’t doubt
you. God has been with you all along the
way.

Don’t ever hesitate to go where God leads,
even back to the place you started.

Lord, may our faith guide us to the places
you want us to be. Amen.
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First week in Lent
The Prophets and the Birth of Jesus

¥ sunday, February 18

Home is
where the heart is

Micah 5:2
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who
are one of the little clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to
rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.

The prophet Micah predicted that Jesus the
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem.

We all are from somewhere: small towns,
large cities, farms, coastal areas or college
towns. Some rush to leave home. Others
rush back. Some never leave. Communities
help make us who we are in so many ways.

Remember your community and the nurture
it provided. Reflect upon the people who
impacted you and gave you a sense of
identity and purpose. Ultimately, we are
members of the kingdom of God. We are
assured by Jesus that he has gone ahead of
us to prepare a place for us — that where he
is, one day we will be also (John 14:1-3).

Lord, bless the lands in which children are
born; enable those places to provide
nurture, love and support. Amen.
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Jesus as a sign to the world. This ordinary
birth has extraordinary significance, a
message that God has acted.

Aol ek Al 2 o A g HFUT, o
BT A 5HE Y E Ay
Q=d| aAL I A A F=5FA . .
;ﬁ/\] ;j]] . HAD} SttaZl A A st Sometimes we are looking so hard for

H ' evidence of God that we fail to see God’s
o 2 -2 shud el =458 Br]  markers. There are constant signs that God
ol AA S| 3t 95Tl shubd A A sends our way. Signals that point us in the
oo A B A= JA s A B} right direction. Messages that say just what

91 Z=1]T}, ©7]2 SulE Wako = we need to hear. A word of insightful
A o = =olo advice in a time of indecision from
7he7)E ey et # Seof someone who cares for our well-being. A

oh= B Asks WA AU F=17F  feeling of spiritual strengthening in a time
S-FrHet gk wol] $-2] 9] B = of trial.
Eiiié}}ii}iﬁﬁkfﬁib 1 4 Allow this Lenten season to be a time of
-~ H Sl L discovery of the ways that God speaks
Aste] =g dut specifically to you, communicating God’s
of Aol shib e A datm  love

S A A B3] Gl A Lord, may the signs of your presence
22 ShA] = B 2 dlA 1= 2] 7o) become visible through eyes of faith. Amen.
A s A L.

Tof, THO QA o] Z XS 9] = o Z

& 5= YA Sp5 A, of .

—_
Ay

—




Oll ALLT+ KIKIKH

2018 AH£FL DAY
2920, 32

2% e}

o] ALOF9:6

o]i= 7k o}7| 7} -] ol Al whaL gt
oF5-& §- oA F41 u} = Qv

“19) o 7ol = HALE WSl 219
o] F& 7] EAe, BAte}, A5
shibiolel, JEA = ob A2,
7ol shole} & 51g)o] e}

2 A &} o] AhoF= of = A A
AEBFA = o] H 3o} 93 9]
FA gL d 5SSy

shubd o] Yeh= AF e 5yt
7m0 O 2 A, -2 = 7] =0l A
Abu 2 AH A S o] B4 sk 9l

sel A g e 921 shibd o)
A2 A el b AbgrE e Aelol

AdatA] e Al el Al A AP

AA 7Y B 3ke) GAbE A & A2k,

$2)% 1e] H3} Srofl 1w YahEA

ATk Aol Fugh

Fod, o] Apd )7k Fok HES) 12k

ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁcﬁ U
%4247, of
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Tuesday, February 20

An everlasting kingdom

Isaiah 9:6
For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

The prophet Isaiah predicted that the
kingdom ushered in by Jesus would be a
reign of peace and security.

God’s kingdom is one of loving kinship. As
Christians, we dedicate ourselves to a life
under the reign of God, living as Christian
brothers and sisters. We will live in a world
without borders dedicated to the rights of
others as children of God. Even as the
world rejects the Prince of Peace, we are
steadfast in our determination to live in and
for his peace.

Lord, during this Lenten season bless us
with peace and the willingness to live as
brothers and sisters in Christ. Amen.
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Wednesday, February 21

On the day that you were born

Luke 2:36-38
There was also a prophet, Anna, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having lived with
her husband seven years after her
marriage, then as a widow to the age of
eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting and prayer
night and day. At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for
the redemption of Jerusalem.

The prophet Anna praised God for the birth
of Jesus and acknowledged him as God’s
redemption.

The birth of a child is a special time in the
life of every family. So much promise, so
much hope. Every parent has stood over the
crib of a newborn child and watched,
speechless, with feelings of completeness
and fullness.

That is how God views you. God loves you
for who you are. God stands over you and
watches over you. Who you are is enough
for God.

Lord, we thank you that you see us with
eyes of love for who we truly are. Amen.
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Thursday, February 22

Your name matters

Matthew 1:23
Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and they shall name him
“Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with

2

us.

For centuries, Christians have known Jesus
as “Emmanuel, God with Us.” This name is
a constant reminder of the persistent
presence of God.

In every culture naming a baby is a
significant act done with ritual deliberation.
A child’s name determines his or her
success in life. The child can be named
after a family member, season, event or
even a thing.

What does your name signify to you and to
your family? Spend some time to reflect
upon your name, your heritage and your
legacy. Jesus is called Emmanuel for a
reason, for he is the fulfillment of God’s
promise never to leave us or forsake us.

Lord, you know my name and what it
represents. May the name of Jesus always
be important in my life. Amen.
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Friday, February 23

Faith amid grief

Matthew 2:18
A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and
loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refused to be consoled,
because they are no more.

The prophet Jeremiah predicted this
slaughter would occur. When Jesus was
born, King Herod ruthlessly murdered the
children of Israel, and their mothers refused
to be consoled.

Terrible situations happen all the time.
Sometimes close at hand, other times from
afar. Our faith in God is a constant comfort
as, even in heartbreak, God is accessible.
Words of Scripture comfort our broken
hearts as we read that “there is nothing in
all creation which will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Romans 8:39).

Lord, bless every heart burdened by pain,
despair and suffering. Breathe your Holy
Spirit to wipe away every tear from every
eye. Amen.
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Saturday, February 24

Headed someplace special

Matthew 2:14-15
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother by night, and went to Egypt, and
remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet: “Out of
Egypt I have called my son.”

We travel to various places for different
reasons. Sometimes it’s for personal
recreation, while others are forced to flee
for personal safety. High school students
travel abroad for study, while 65 million
refugees flee hoping for a new life.

To encounter Jesus is to go on a life-
changing journey. Along the way, a
transformation occurs in our living,
thinking and awareness. We become new
beings living with a renewed purpose.
Sometimes to go on a journey we don’t
have to travel a great distance. Our faith can
take us a long way on the path of discovery.

Lord, may our faith take us on a spiritual
journey of growth and maturity. Amen.
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Sunday, February 25

Can you hear me now?
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Lord, open my heart that my ears may hear
your message. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Monday, February 26

The light of the world

Isaiah 9:2
The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a
land of deep darkness, on them has light
shined.

We all need light. The first light for a dark
night came from fire. Many of us have sat
around a campfire as the flames provided
both light and warmth.

God is light (1 John 1:5). The power of
God’s light illumines and warms. Jesus is
“the light of the world” (John 8:12). He
enables us to see the presence of God and
warms us with his love. He is our light and
our salvation, and even in darkness we
discern the way of God. Our charge is to
share God’s light with others.

Lord, shine your light upon our path so that
we may follow you wherever you lead.
Amen.
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Tuesday, February 27

Heart service

Isaiah 29:13
The Lord said: Because these people draw
near with their mouths and honor me with
their lips, while their hearts are far from
me, and their worship of me is a human
commandment learned by rote ...

Jesus and Isaiah criticize religion that is
lifeless and sterile. God desires people
whose faith causes them to feel
passionately and to care wholeheartedly.

The word “heart” is such an important
word, with a variety of meanings. For the
ancient Israelites, it signified both the
intellectual and emotional self. Today it
refers to the physical organ pumping blood
and can describe one emotionally. We say,
“Have a heart,” meaning “have
compassion.”

Jesus challenges us to have a heart for God,
a heart close to God. We are to care for that
which God cares for most. God cares for
people. God cares for you, me and everyone
everywhere. Have a heart.

Lord, give us a heart that seeks after your
own. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
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Wednesday, February 28

God’s teaching

Isaiah 54:13
All your children shall be taught by the
Lord, and great shall be the prosperity of
your children.

John 6:45
It is written in the prophets, “And they
will all be taught by God.”

Children have a special place in the heart of
Jesus. Therefore, the education of children
carries a special role in the life of the
church. When his disciples sent the children
away, Jesus ushered them in and blessed
them by laying hands upon them. It is a
blessing when children are taught what it
means to be a part of a faith community that
provides nurture, education and love.

Lord, enable the church to teach our
children your will. Amen.
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Thursday, March 1

Sparing a dime

Isaiah 58:7
Is it not to share your bread with the
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into
your house; when you see the naked, to

cover them, and not to hide yourself from
your own Kin?

Matthew 25:35-36
For 1 was hungry and you gave me food, |
was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
me, | was naked and you gave me
clothing, | was sick and you took care of
me, | was in prison and you visited me.

Jesus and the prophet Isaiah share a special
concern for the poor upon which we base
our call to alleviate poverty. Matthew 25
has become the hallmark of charitable
mission. Ministries are named Matthew 25,
and congregations include it in their
mission statements.

Our relationship with God is linked to our
relationship with each other. As we help
others, our lives are transformed. As we
venture forth in God’s service, we discover
a sacred connection with each other. In
Christ Jesus, we are one.

Lord, help me to be connected with you as |
am connected with others here on earth.

Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
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Friday, March 2

God’s Spirit proclaims good news

Luke 4:17-18
.. and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah
was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written:
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor.”

The first sermon Jesus preached was from
Isaiah 61. There was intentionality on his
part to read this message from Isaiah as his
initial proclamation.

God has good news for all, and Jesus is the
ultimate manifestation of God’s good news.
Everyone needs to hear some good news.
To the economic poor God promises to
provide help. To the spiritual poor, God
promises the kingdom of God. To the
emotional poor God promises comfort.
Regardless of your state in life, God has
good news for you to meet your situation.

Lord, we become truly free through faith in
the name of Jesus. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Saturday, March 3

Living in a special time

Luke 4:18-19
He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favor.

These are difficult and confusing times for
human liberty. But rather than seeing a
challenging time as a time of distress,
Christians view it as a time of opportunity.
Christians call it a kairos moment, a
moment when the Holy Spirit draws near to
do a special work. We do that work when
we demonstrate the love of God for all and
declare our faith in a God who makes the
impossible possible. Challenging times
present us with an opportunity to change
the times in which we live.

Lord, may we proclaim your freeing power
until your kingdom is established. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Third week in Lent
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Sunday, March 4

Just one word: love

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God,
the Lord alone. You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your
might.

Leviticus 19:18
You shall not take vengeance or bear a
grudge against any of your people, but
you shall love your neighbor as
yourself: I am the Lord.

Luke 10:25-28
Just then a lawyer stood up to test
Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must
I do to inherit eternal life?”” He said to
him, “What is written in the law?
What do you read there?” He
answered, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and
your neighbor as yourself.” And he
said to him, “You have given the right
answer; do this, and you will live.”

Throughout the teachings of Scripture,
the command to love is first and
foremost. We love God because God
first loved us. It’s simple — love God,
love others, love yourself. Do this and
you will have life and have it more
abundantly.

Lord, help us to love you and to express
that love daily. Amen.
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Monday, March 5

Treating others God’s way

Matthew 7:12
In everything do to others as you would
have them do to you; for this is the law
and the prophets.

Jesus’ teaching has been coined as “The
Golden Rule.”

Almost every culture has this call to
unselfishness. “Treat others as you treat
yourself” (India). “Do not do to others what
you know has hurt yourself” (Tamil
language, Sri Lanka). “Do not do to others
that which angers you when they do it to
you” (Greece). “Treat your inferior as you
would wish your superior to treat you”

(ltaly).

It is not just a golden rule — itis a
Christian way of life. This is the law; go
and do likewise.

Lord, enable us to treat others better than
we desire to be treated. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Wednesday, March 7

Bullying: ‘a national disaster’

Jeremiah 20:7
O Lord, you have enticed me, and | was
enticed; you have overpowered me, and
you have prevailed. | have become a
laughingstock all day long; everyone
mocks me.

Mark 10:34
They will mock him, and spit upon him,
and flog him, and kill him; and after three
days he will rise again.

Jesus and Jeremiah were both bullied,
ridiculed and brutalized. Jesus has
compassion for those teased, bullied, picked
on and abused.

Bullying seems to be rampant these days,
but there are many speaking up against it.
The Presbyterian Church has a history of
speaking out against bullying. The
Presbyterian News Service ran an article in
2010 titled “Bullying: A National Disaster”
about the bullying of LGBT youth.

If you have ever been bullied, know that
Jesus understands how you feel. If you
know someone being bullied, encourage
them to share what is happening and seek
help.

Lord, send help to those who are being
bullied and don’t know how to get help.
Amen.
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Thursday, March 8

Ouch

Lamentations 3:30
... but to give one’s cheek to the smiter,
and be filled with insults.

Matthew 5:39

But I say to you, do not resist an evildoer.
But if anyone strikes you on the right
cheek, turn the other also.

This is perhaps the most controversial of
the teachings of Jesus: the command to turn
the other cheek.

We are familiar with this verse, but seldom
apply or even defend it. It goes against
everything we have been taught and our
natural inclination to self-defense, to “stand
your ground.”

Yet, like Jesus, we are called to suffer for
the redemption of the wrongdoer. The
power of God is manifested when the
victim overcomes the victimizer, but not
through reciprocal violence.

Mother Emanuel Church in Charleston,
South Carolina, and the Amish community
in Nickel Mines, Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, showed us the way when
forgiveness was chosen over revenge in the
wake of horrific shootings. And it was faith
in Christ Jesus as Lord that made this
impossible teaching possible.

Lord, may we be so committed to your word
that we are willing to offer our bodies as a
living sacrifice. Amen.
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Friday, March 9

God forgives

Hosea 4:14
I will not punish your daughters when
they play the whore, nor your daughters-
in-law when they commit adultery; for the
men themselves go aside with whores, and
sacrifice with temple prostitutes; thus a
people without understanding comes to
ruin.

John 8:10-11
Jesus straightened up and said to her,
“Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?”” She said, “No one, sir.”
And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn
you. Go your way, and from now on do
not sin again.”

Have you ever made a mistake? Have you
had unhealthy relationships but stayed in
them anyway? Have you ever publicly or
privately been confronted with charges of
sin or wrongdoing? Know that God is not
standing over you in condemnation. God is
willing to grant forgiveness for any sin you
commit. God promises to forgive our sin
and remember it no more (Jeremiah 31:34).
In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

Lord, even when others condemn us, you do
not. Thank you. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Saturday, March 10

First things first

Hosea 6:6
For | desire steadfast love and not
sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather
than burnt offerings.

Matthew 9:13
Go and learn what this means, “I desire
mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to
call not the righteous but sinners.

Jesus and Hosea inform us that God is
seeking a personal offering of mercy, love
and kindness.

As people of faith, we spend our entire lives
seeking to discover God’s will. We go to
church hoping to grow closer to God.
Unfortunately, sometimes we learn how to
be a good church member rather than a
faithful Christian.

This Lent, may we discover all the things
we have to offer that are truly acceptable in
the eyes of God. May we begin by offering
ourselves, remembering that our greatest
offerings consist of love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:22—
23). This is what God desires from us.

Lord, may we offer our lives as we grow
spiritually in our knowledge of God. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Fourth week in Lent

Sunday, March 11
The greatest

And the people of Nineveh believed God,;
they proclaimed a fast, and everyone,
great and small, put on sackcloth.

Matthew 12:41
The people of Nineveh will rise up at the
judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because they repented at the
proclamation of Jonah, and see, something
greater than Jonah is here!

Jesus came proclaiming that the kingdom of
God was at hand, but people refused to
believe him. He bemoaned that even the
wicked people of Nineveh believed when
confronted by the prophet Jonah.

Have you ever been given a charge that
caused you anxiety? Jonah was given a
mission he first refused. That’s how it can
be when God calls us to a specific task. But
what is wonderful is that God gives us the
ability to do God’s will. God does not call
us to do anything that God won’t enable us
to fulfill. God’s anointing gives us power,
courage and love.

Lord, in our service to you, show us
something greater than what we have ever
experienced. Amen.
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Monday, March 12

Following Jesus

1 Kings 19:19-20
So he set out from there, and found Elisha
son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him,
and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed
by him and threw his mantle over him. He
left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said,
“Let me kiss my father and my mother,
and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah
said to him, “Go back again; for what
have I done to you?”

Luke 9:61-62

Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but
let me first say farewell to those at my
home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who
puts his hand to the plow and looks back
is fit for the kingdom of God.”

To follow Jesus can mean a different
experience, depending upon your call. What
it does not mean is to hesitate in accepting
the call to discipleship. A key element of
faith is a determination to follow the Lord
without delay or indecision. The hymn “I
Have Decided to Follow Jesus” originated
in India as the last words of a Christian
martyr who was executed while singing. No
turning back.

Lord, keep me steady and determined in the
call to discipleship. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Tuesday, March 13

Family dynamics

Micah 7:6
For the son treats the father with
contempt, the daughter rises up against
her mother, the daughter-in-law against

her mother-in-law; your enemies are
members of your own household.

Luke 12:53
They will be divided, father against son
and son against father, mother against
daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-
law.

Families are the foundation of any society.
When they are close and healthy, it’s a
wonderful thing. But when they are
divided, it’s unhealthy and damaging. Jesus
said that faith in him can divide families as
values collide. In Christ, we are given a
new family, fully experienced in the
church. There we discover what it means to
live as the family of God where division is
overcome.

Lord, we are thankful for the family of
Christ that brings us together in love.
Amen.
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Wednesday, March 14

No more woes

Habakkuk 2:6
Shall not everyone taunt such people and,
with mocking riddles, say about them,
“Alas for you who heap up what is not
your own!” How long will you load
yourselves with goods taken in pledge?

Luke 6:24-26
But woe to you who are rich, for you have
received your consolation. Woe to you
who are full now, for you will be hungry.
Woe to you who are laughing now, for
you will mourn and weep. Woe to you
when all speak well of you, for that is
what their ancestors did to the false
prophets.

Jesus used the word “woe” more than any
other in Scripture.

Woe is not a word we use much today. It is
akin to regret, grief or indignation. Life is a
series of blessings and woes. Sometimes
things go spectacularly, then there are the
days we wish we had stayed in bed. God
wants each day to be spectacular. God’s
desire is that we experience the blessed
happiness of a relationship with the savior.
We do that by focusing on living a life of
faith that makes each day a good day.

Lord, may my woes be diminished and my
blessings expanded through faith in you.
Amen.
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Thursday, March 15

Lord of the harvest

Haggai 1:6
You have sown much, and harvested
little...

Matthew 9:37-38
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest
is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.”

One of the most difficult places for
recruitment is in the church. Pastors
estimate that a small percentage of
members offer the vast majority of service,
giving of tithes and attending worship.
Blessed are those who do. They are
participating in God’s work of redemption
for the world. Their efforts are multiplied
by the Holy Spirit. Jesus told his disciples
that they would do greater work than even
he did. As the song from the Consolers, a
husband and wife duo from the ’50s and
’60s, says, “May the work I’ve done speak
for me.” Work on.

Lord, we offer ourselves for the work that
others won'’t do. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Friday, March 16

The Spirit be with you
Haggai 2:5
.... according to the promise that I made

you when you came out of Egypt. My
spirit abides among you; do not fear.

John 14:26
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, will
teach you everything, and remind you of
all that 1 have said to you.

The Bible begins with the Spirit of God
moving (Genesis 1:2). The Old Testament
word for spirit is ruah. In the New
Testament it is pneuma, meaning spirit,
breath and wind.

God’s ruah is active. God’s pneuma guides
and strengthens. God’s Spirit is a breath of
fresh air for a stale world. It connects with
our spirit and gives us life. Jesus told his
disciples that they would be filled with
power and authority to continue his mission
by the coming of the Holy Spirit. Allow the
Spirit of God to breathe upon you and
renew your strength. Be renewed.

Lord, allow your Spirit to be in our midst
and revitalize us. Amen.
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Fifth week in Lent
The ]Plr@]pIhl@tts aumcdl t]:Itn@ Miiracles of Jesus

Sunday, March 18

| see you

Numbers 21:9
So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and
put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent
bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.

Matthew 15:30
Great crowds came to him, bringing with
them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the
mute and many others, and they put them
at his feet, and he cured them ....

The masses healed by Jesus are the
invisible people the world does not see.
Those without health care, impoverished,
sick and dying. This blindness, the failure
to see the humanity of others, is
exceedingly cruel. But Jesus sees them and
opens our eyes to see those hidden in plain
sight. In the movie Avatar, the greeting of
“I see you” is an affirmation of another’s
existence. It is a gift to bless someone with
an acknowledgement of their presence.

Do you ever feel that you are not seen? God
sees you.

Lord, may we see other people fully and
completely as children of God. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
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Monday, March 19

A miracle for the miracle worker

1 Kings 19:7-8
The angel of the Lord came a second time,
touched him, and said, “Get up and eat,
otherwise the journey will be too much for
you.” He got up, and ate and drank; then
he went in the strength of that food forty
days and forty nights to Horeb the mount
of God.

Matthew 4:10-11
Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan!
For it is written, “Worship the Lord your
God, and serve only him.”” Then the devil
left him, and suddenly angels came and
waited on him.

Elijah and Jesus needed help: Elijah from
King Ahab; Jesus after his temptation by
Satan.

There are times when even the one who
came to help needs help. There are times in
life when we come as a provider but find
that we need provision. That’s when God
shows up and reveals just how much we
need God and each other.

Lord, give me the strength to allow others
to help me. Amen.
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Jesus and the Prophets
2018 Lenten Devotional

Tuesday, March 20

New life

1 Kings 17:22-23
The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah;
the life of the child came into him again,
and he revived. Elijah took the child,
brought him down from the upper
chamber into the house, and gave him to
his mother; then Elijah said, “See, your
son is alive.”

Luke 7:14-15
Then he came forward and touched the
bier, and the bearers stood still. And he
said, “Young man, I say to you, rise!” The
dead man sat up and began to speak, and
Jesus gave him to his mother.

Both Jesus and Elijah intervened when a
mother’s only son died and restored his life.

God sent Jesus to be the bearer of new life
and to release us from the fear of death and
ensure that death’s hold was broken.
Through faith, we are the inheritors of a
new life granted in the name of Christ
Jesus. Live your life with a new lease on
life. There is nothing that can hold you back
from living the life God intends. Christ has
risen! And so shall we!

Lord, help us to be bearers of new life for a
dying world. Amen.
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Wednesday, March 21

Something to eat

2 Kings 4:42-43
A man came from Baal-shalishah,
bringing food from the first fruits to the
man of God: twenty loaves of barley and
fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said,
“Give it to the people and let them eat.”
But his servant said, “How can I set this
before a hundred people?”” So he repeated,
“Give it to the people and let them eat, for
thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and
have some left.””

Mark 8:8-9
They ate and were filled; and they took up
the broken pieces left over, seven baskets
full. Now there were about four thousand
people. And Jesus sent them away.

The prophet Elisha and Jesus refused to
send away hungry people even when faced
with the doubt of their disciples.

We face insurmountable circumstances for
which we see no viable solution. Jesus told
us that with humans such things are
impossible, but with God all things are
possible (Matthew 19:26). God supplies all
needs if we trust in God’s willingness and
ability to help.

Lord, multiply our efforts to help. Amen.
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Thursday, March 22

Wash and be clean

2 Kings 5:10
Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying,
“Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and
your flesh shall be restored and you shall
be clean.”

John 9:11
He answered, “The man called Jesus made
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and
washed and received my sight.”

Jesus and the prophet Elisha healed with
water. The physical washing represented a
spiritual cleansing connecting faith to
healing.

Jesus challenged the connection between
suffering and sin that said that God
punished sin with illness (John 9). This
belief still exists today. Have you ever
wondered if God was punishing you for
something you did? Jesus has disavowed
this teaching. The true connection is
between faith and healing, not sin and
punishment. This is the power of a God of
love and grace. Be healed by his love!

Lord, heal me spiritually, physically,
mentally and emotionally. Amen.
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Friday, March 23

Lord hear my prayer

1 Kings 18:37
Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that
this people may know that you, O Lord,
are God, and that you have turned their
hearts back.

John 11:41-42
So they took away the stone. And Jesus
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank
you for having heard me. | knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for
the sake of the crowd standing here, so
that they may believe that you sent me.”

Elijah and Jesus prayed that the people who
witnessed the miracle would have faith.

We all need moments of inspiration. Even
clergy need to hear a good sermon. Jesus
was very aware that some searching for
truth needed a spark to ignite their faith fire.
Be someone’s inspiration. Share your faith
story. It’s more interesting and motivational
than you think.

Lord, use me so that others might believe in
you. Amen.
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Saturday, March 24

Proof positive

Isaiah 35:5-6
Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a
deer and the tongue of the speechless sing
for joy.

Luke 7:22
And he answered them, “Go and tell John
what you have seen and heard: the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, the poor have good news
brought to them.”

John the Baptist was in prison and sent his
disciples to ask Jesus if he was the messiah.
Jesus gave as proof the miracles he had
done.

Have you ever seen a miracle? The real
question is “How do you define a miracle?”
God is evident for those who believe in the
laughter of a newborn baby who was not
expected to live; for those who hold on to
faith amid life-shattering sorrow and pain;
in a pope who inspires atheists to take
notice. What have you seen and heard in
your life of faith?

Lord, your love is all the proof | need.
Amen.
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Holy week

Sunday, March 25

A grand entrance

Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout
aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your
king comes to you; triumphant and
victorious is he, humble and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Luke 19:29-30
When he had come near Bethphage and
Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples,
saying, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and as you enter it you will find tied there
a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it
and bring it here.”

This event marks the beginning of the most
holy week in the life of our faith. Many
commemorate Passion Week with pageants,
re-enactments and stations of the cross.
Palm Sunday worship is filled with palms
shaped into crosses, and donkeys have their
15 minutes of celebrity.

Jesus continues to come into our lives
quietly, peaceably and humbly. And when
he comes, pick up branches, wave them in
the air and shout, “Blessed is the one who
comes in the name of the Lord” (John
12:13). Don’t hold back!

Lord, may we celebrate your coming into
our lives. Amen.
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Monday, March 26

A little housecleaning

Matthew 21:13
He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house
shall be called a house of prayer; but you
have made it a den of robbers.’”

Jesus entered the temple an was outraged
by what he saw. Status and wealth
determined one’s offering and therefore
determined one’s perceived worth before

God. And he rebelled.

The church first and foremost is a spiritual
place of total acceptance. All who enter are
welcome, regardless of one’s status in the
community. Yet in far too many
congregations, segregation persists. God
called the church to be a place where the
values of God rule. God is not partial;
neither should we be.

Lord, bless your church to be your house of
prayer for all people. Amen.
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Tuesday, March 27

It’s not too late

Daniel 11:31
Forces sent by him shall occupy and
profane the temple and fortress. They
shall abolish the regular burnt offering and
set up the abomination that makes
desolate.

Matthew 24:15
So when you see the desolating sacrilege
standing in the holy place, as was spoken
of by the prophet Daniel (let the reader
understand)...

Jesus spent the last Tuesday of his life
preparing his disciples for the pending
moment of his crucifixion and resurrection.

The disciples were not ready for what was
about to occur. What happens when the
worst possible outcome becomes reality?
When the one thing we prayed would not
occur does occur?

God does not send answers to our most
pressing questions; rather, God comes to be
in our midst to comfort and strengthen.
Jesus promised that God would not leave us
alone in our grief.

Lord, grant us a faith that endures
throughout difficult moments. Amen.
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Wednesday, March 28

Against all odds — pray

Mark 14:1-2
It was two days before the Passover and
the festival of Unleavened Bread. The
chief priests and the scribes were looking
for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill
him; for they said, “Not during the
festival, or there may be a riot among the
people.”

Wednesday is the unknown day of Passion
Week. One could reasonably argue that
Jesus withdrew, as was his custom, to pray.

The discipline of a regular prayer life is
invaluable. There is no moment, event or
time when we should not engage in prayer.
We pray long and hard for God’s will to be
done. Prayers of intercession, adoration,
thanksgiving, self-dedication, supplication
and confession. A full prayer life makes all
things endurable.

Lord, prayer gives us courage, strength and
power. Amen.
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Maundy Thursday, March 29

Remembering

Exodus 12:43-47
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: This
iIs the ordinance for the passover: no
foreigner shall eat of it, but any slave who
has been purchased may eat of it after he
has been circumcised; no bound or hired
servant may eat of it. It shall be eaten in
one house; you shall not take any of the
animal outside the house, and you shall
not break any of its bones. The whole
congregation of Israel shall celebrate it.

Matthew 26:26-28
While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf
of bread, and after blessing it he broke it,
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take,
eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup,
and after giving thanks he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this
is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins.”

On his last Thursday, Jesus gave us the
sacrament of Holy Communion, also called
the Eucharist or the Lord’s Supper.

Both Passover and the Lord’s Supper are
reminders of God’s love. For both,
remembrance is key. It is important to
remember. By knowing our past, we
understand our present. We serve a God of
the past, present and tomorrow. Scripture
teaches that Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, and today, and forever (Hebrews
13:8). It is in remembering that we learn
how to live today.

Lord, may the body
and blood of Christ

be enough for us as
we proclaim the love
of God in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
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Good Friday, March 30

Light turns to darkness

Isaiah 53:12
.. because he poured out himself to
death, and was numbered with the
transgressor; yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the
transgressors.

How can the day when Jesus died be called
Good Friday? The events that occurred are
not good, but they serve God’s good
purpose.

As we journey during Lent, Good Friday
does not mark the end, but the beginning,
for in his death we are granted the life that
we always desired. We rely completely
upon God’s willingness and ability to set us
free from the bondage of sin, free to live a
life of love and grace. Be set free by Jesus
today, now and forever.

Lord, as Lent ends, may your love never
come to a close. Amen.
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Holy Saturday, March 31

A little while longer

Isaiah 53:9
They made his grave with the wicked and
his tomb with the rich, although he had
done no violence, and there was no deceit
in his mouth.

Luke 23:50-53
Now there was a good and righteous man
named Joseph, who, though a member of
the council, had not agreed to their plan
and action. He came from the Jewish town
of Arimathea, and he was waiting
expectantly for the kingdom of God. This
man went to Pilate and asked for the body
of Jesus. Then he took it down, wrapped it
in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn
tomb where no one had ever been laid.

It is so hard to wait when everything you
have lived for has been dismantled. You
want to do something. But God is in control
and will not be hurried. We must wait upon
the Lord, and when God calls, then move.
But for now, the wait continues. Its purpose
is to remind us that we are not in control.
Despite all our efforts to maintain a
semblance of being in charge, we must
surrender our will to God’s. Only therein
can true trust ever be realized.

Lord, help us to realize that faith involves
surrender as we trust in you. Amen.
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Easter Sunday, April 1
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Because he lives!

Isaiah 25:8
...he will swallow up death forever. Then
the Lord God will wipe away the tears
from all faces, and the disgrace of his
people he will take away from all the
earth, for the Lord has spoken.

Luke 24:5
The women were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to
them, “Why do you look for the living
among the dead? He is not here, but has
risen.”

Jesus has risen! The women who went to
the tomb were greeted by an angel who
announced the resurrection of Jesus.

The wait is over. The silence has been
broken. Everything has come to
completion. The words of the prophets have
been fulfilled in Jesus.

The promise of the resurrection is our
Christian inheritance. Through faith we
have life abundantly. Live each day in
grateful appreciation of what God has done.

And in the words of the Lord Jesus, “Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that |
have commanded you. And remember, | am
with you always, to the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:19-20).

A Lord, because he lives
we can face tomorrow.

’ Amen.
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