








































































































Muslim

Dr. Azizah Y. al-Hibri, ISlamic Scholar

“In principle, capital punishment is not prohibited in Islam. Capital punishment in
ISamic law, however, has its own dhawabit (checks and balances). For one, this
punishment is not imposed unless due process has been observed in a fair tria, and
extenuating circumstances were fully considered.... [I]t is an established fact that the
burden of capita punishment in the United States falls disproportionately on

minorities.... This bias is not only racial, but economic as well.”

Dr. Shaid Atha, Islamic Scholar

“We must consider capital punishment from the aspect of a giver of life and death. ’He
who created life and death, that He may test which of you is best in deed. He is the
mighty, the forgiving.” (Qur’an 77:2) ’No one can die except by God’s permission, the
terms being fixed as by writing.” (Qur’an 3:145) Life is sacred. ’Do not take the life
which God had made sacred except in (the course of) justice.” (Qur’an 6:151).... Thus is
it clear that the giver of life and death is God Himself alone, and anyone acting on His

behalf must act according to His principles.”

Muslim Public Affairs Council

“The Qur’an does sanction the use of the death penalty in certain circumstances.
However, this is circumscribed by a variety of factors.... [T]he injunction to be merciful
is emphasized throughout the Qur’an, and even in capital cases of murder, the Qur’an
clearly states that it is better to forgive, but most men are not capable of that. A

democratic polity, however, can choose to enshrine this divine mandate to be merciful
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within the law itself by forgoing the death penalty in its entirety. Our reading of the

Islamic texts supports such a conclusion.”

Native American

Y vonne Swann, International Indian Treaty Council Information Office

“I am a member of the Sinixt/Arrow Lakes Nation.... The death penalty was imposed on
my people from the day that the colonizers first set foot on this land.... We don’t believe
in the death penalty. If we did, there wouldn’t be any other people here but the

indigenous peoples. We believe in sharing. We are a loving and peaceful people.”

Sikh

Nemi Jain, Sikh Scholar

“Executing [an individual] is against Sikh values of love, compassion, mercy and

forgiveness.”
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CONCLUSION
This Court should reverse the judgment and remand John Taylor’s case for non-
capita re-sentencing, and declare the death penalty unconstitutional under Article I,
Section 5 of the New York State Constitution as contrary to “evolving standards of
decency,” “humane justice,” and contemporary moral sensibilities.
For these reasons, and for other reasons set forth in the Brief, we respectfully urge

that the jJudgment below be reversed.

Dated: Albany, New York
November 2, 2006

Respectfully submitted,

TOBIN AND DEMPF LLP

By /s/ Michael L. Costello
Michael L. Costello

33 Elk Street
Albany, New Y ork 12207
(518) 463-1177

Attorneys for Amici

New York Religious Leaders Against
The Death Penalty and Other Religious
Organizations
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APPENDI X

List of amici:

Buddhist

1. Buddhist Council of New York, Venerable Kurunegoda Pivatissa, President
Emeritus,.

Venerable Kurunegoda Piyatissa is President Emeritus of the Buddhist Council of New
York, an umbrella organization representing the three traditional branches of
Buddhism—Mahayana, Theravada, and Vajrayana. Council members include 28 temples

throughout New Y ork State.

Christian

2. American Baptist Churches of the Rochester/ Genesee Region

The Public Christian Mission Committee of the American Baptist Churches of the
Rochester/Genesee Region has responsibility for promoting the cause of Christian social
justice and peace through the following methods:

e Study of current social, ethical, and personal issues

e Educationa opportunities for leadership training

¢ Recommendation for actions by the region’s executive board and region delegates
There is a direct tie to greater ecumenical work through participation of delegates to the
Greater Rochester Community of Churches.

3. Baptist Ministers’ Conference of Greater New York and Vicinity, Anzetta
Adams, Representative.

The Baptist Ministers’ Conference of Greater New York and Vicinity represents a large
number of Baptists in New York City, as well as Connecticut and New Jersey. Its
purpose is to promote amity and good fellowship among its members; to initiate study

and interest in the cause of Christianity; to deepen the spirit of devotion; to contribute in
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every way possible to the advancement of the Kingdom of Christ; to improve life aong
educational, mission, civic, economic and spiritua lines, to contribute every
helpful influence possible to the life of the Christian ministry; and to maintain a vigilant
prophetic eye of concern on matters that effect humankind. It is affiliated with the New
Y ork Baptist Convention and the National Baptist Convention.

4. The Episcopal Church, USA, The Rt. Rev. Gladstone Adams |11, Bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of Central New York, The Rt. Rev. Jack M. McKelvey, Bishop of the

Episcopal Diocese of Rochester, The Rt. Rev. Mark Sisk, Bishop of the Episcopal
Diocese of New York, and The Rt. Rev. David Vena, Bishop of the Episcopa Diocese of

Albany.

The Episcopal Diocese of Central New York, with offices in Syracuse, has over 22,000
membersin Central New Y ork, stretching from the Southern Tier to the Canadian border.
The Episcopal Diocese of New York is a community of over 200 congregations
encompassing Manhattan, the Bronx, and Staten Island in New York City, and the
counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster, and Westchester.

5. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bishop Stephen P. Bouman,
Metropolitan New Y ork Synod, and Bishop Marie C. Jerge, Upstate New Y ork Synod.

The Metropolitan New York Synod has 220 congregations throughout New Y ork City,
Long Island, and Westchester, Sullivan and Ulster counties. The Upstate New Y ork
Synod has almost 200 congregations from Albany to Buffalo.

6. The Greek Orthodox Church in America, His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios,
Primate.

Archbishop Demetrios, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, Exarch of the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and Chairman of the Holy Eparchial Synod of Bishops, is

the spiritual leader of 1.5 million Greek Orthodox Christians in America.



7. New York Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers),
Ernestine G. Buscemi, Clerk, and Christopher Sammond, General Secretary.

The New York Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) is
comprised of meetings (churches) and worship groups throughout New York State as
well asin parts of New Jersey and Connecticut.

8. Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk of the General

Assembly, and the Rev. Dr. Clinton McCoy, Executive for Partnerships, Synod of the
Northeast.

Clifton Kirkpatrick, as Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, is the senior continuing
officer of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The Rev. Dr. Clinton McCoy, Executive for
Partnerships, Synod of the Northeast, Presbyterian Church (USA), has his offices in East
Syracuse. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is a nationa Christian denomination with
nearly 2.5 million members in more than 11,500 congregations, organized into 171
presbyteries under the jurisdiction of 16 synods. The General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has long held positions against capital punishment. The
General Assembly does not claim to speak for al Presbyterians, nor are its decisions
binding on the membership of the Presbyterian Church. The General Assembly is the
highest legidative and interpretive body of the denomination. As such, its statements are
considered worthy of respect and prayerful consideration of al the denomination's

members.

9. Reformed Church in America, Regional Synod of New Y ork.
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The Regional Synod of New York is made up of 160 churches, located in the
southwestern tip of New York State, with churches in Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Massachusetts, North Carolina, Georgia, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

10. The United Methodist Church, Bishop Violet L. Fisher, Resident Bishop of
the New York West Area, Bishop Susan W. Hassinger, Resident Bishop of the Troy

Annual Conference, and Bishop Jeremiah J. Park, Resident Bishop of the New York
Area

As Resident Bishop of the New York West Area, with offices in Rochester, Bishop
Fisher presides over more than 600 United Methodist congregations in the northern,
southern tier, and western parts of the state. As Resident Bishop of the Troy Annual
Conference, with offices in Saratoga Springs, Bishop Hassinger presides over 300 United
Methodist congregations in northeastern New Y ork and Vermont. As Resident Bishop of
the New York Area, with offices in White Plains, Bishop Park presides over more than
500 United Methodist congregations in the Hudson Valley, the Catskills, New Y ork City,
and Long Island. The United Methodist Church has a long history of concern for social
justice. Its members have often taken forthright positions on controversial issues
involving Christian principles. Early Methodists expressed their opposition to the slave
trade, to smuggling, and to the cruel treatment of prisoners.

11. U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Most Rev. Howard J. Hubbard, Bishop
of the Diocese of Albany.

The USCCB is a nonprofit corporation whose members are the active Catholic Bishopsin
the U.S. The USCCB is a vehicle through which the Bishops speak cooperatively and
collegialy on matters affecting the Catholic Church, its people, and society in general.

The USCCB advocates for and promotes the pastoral teaching of the Church on diverse
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issues, including the protection of human rights and the sanctity and dignity of human
life. The Diocese of Albany has 400,000 members in 14 counties stretching from the

Hudson Valley to the Adirondacks.

Humanist

12. American Ethical Union, New Y ork Society for Ethical Culture.

Ethical Culture is a Humanist and Ethical movement inspired by the ideal that the
supreme aim of human life is to create a more humane society. It stands for separation of
church and state. Members of Ethical Culture believe acting moraly does not require
belief in a god. They place their faith in the demonstrated capacity of people to do
wonderful things. They believe in the worth and dignity of al living beings. The New
York Society for Ethical Culture is a member of the American Ethical Union and the

International Humanist and Ethical Union.

Inter-religious

13. Interfaith IMPACT of New York State.

Interfaith IMPACT of New York State is a statewide organization of clergy,
congregations, and individuals from liberal Protestant, Reform Jewish, Unitarian
Universalist, and other faith traditions. It advocates from a progressive religious point of

view for policies of justice and compassion in New Y ork State.

14. New York Rdligious Leaders Against the Death Penalty.

New York Religious Leaders Against the Death Penalty was formed in 2002 as a
committee of New Yorkers Against the Death Penalty. NYADP was incorporated in

1992 as a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to the abolition of capital punishment in New
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York State and the United States through public education and community organizing.
NYRLADP is co-chaired by Bishop Howard J. Hubbard of the Albany Roman Catholic
Diocese and Rabbi Peter J. Rubinstein, Head Rabbi at Central Synagogue in Manhattan,
and includes a steering committee of religious leaders chosen from across the state to
reflect the geographic and sectarian diversity of religious opposition to the death penalty
in New York. Additiona steering committee members: Sr. Camille D’Arienzo, R.S.M.,
Founder, The Cherish Life Circle, Brooklyn; Bishop Violet L. Fisher, Resident Bishop of
the New York West Area of the United Methodist Church, Rochester; Rev. Thomas W.
Goodhue, Executive Director, The Long Island Council of Churches, Hempstead; Rev.
Daniel B. Hahn, Director, Lutheran Statewide Advocacy, Albany; Rev. Mark C.
Halinan, S.J., Assistant to the Provincia for Social Ministry, New York Province,
Society of Jesus, Manhattan; The Rt. Rev. Jack M. McKelvey, Bishop of the Episcopal

Diocese of Rochester.

15. New York State Council of Churches.

The New York State Council of Churches is a statewide organization through which
Christian denominations accomplish mission goals that can be achieved more effectively
by working together. Historically and in the present time, mission goals focus on socia
justice, institutional pastoral care, and ecumenical cooperation in education, worship and

action.

Jewish

16. Reform Jewish Voice of New York State.
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Reform Jewish Voice of New York State is Reform Judaism's advocate for social justice
in the state. It promotes state legislation and governmental actions that address the root
causes of socia and economic injustice and advances religious tolerance and human
dignity throughout the state. RJV accomplishes this by educating New Y ork's Reform
Jews about the critical issues facing the state and by helping congregations and
individuals take an active role as advocates in loca legidative districts and in Albany.
RJV is affiliated with the Reform Movement as a part of the Commission on Socid
Action of Reform Judaism and has been endorsed by the five regions of the Union for
Reform Judaism with congregations in New York State. Its work is modeled on the
nationwide efforts of the Religious Action Center, and its positions are consistent with

those of the national Reform Jewish Movement.

Union for Reform Judaism

The Union for Reform Judaism, the central body of the Reform Jewish Movement in
North America. The Union represents 1.5 million Reform Jews in more than 900
synagogues across the U.S. and Canada. It has more than 900 congregations in the U.S,,
Canada, the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. It is the largest Jewish
movement in North America and represents an estimated 1.5 million Jews. As the
congregationa arm of the Reform Movement, the Union has as its primary mission to
create and sustain vibrant Jewish congregations wherever Reform Jews live. The Union
provides leadership and vision to Reform Jews on spiritual, ethical, and political issues as
well as materials and consultation for programs in the congregation. The Union aso

provides opportunities for individual growth and identity that congregations and
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individuals cannot provide by themselves, including camps and Isragl programs, study

kallot, and North American and regional biennials.

17. United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein,
Executive Vice President.

The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, representing over 750 congregations in
North America, promotes the role of the synagogue in Jewish life in order to motivate
Conservative Jews to perform mitzvot encompassing ethical behavior, spirituality, Judaic

learning, and ritual observance.

Muslim

18. Imam Al-Hajj Talib ‘Abdur-Rashid, The Mosgue of Isamic Brotherhood,
M anhattan.

Imam Al-Hajj Talib 'Abdur-Rashid is the religious and spiritual leader of The Mosqgue of
Islamic Brotherhood, Manhattan. Having served for a decade as the chairman of the
Justice Committee of the Mgjlis Ash-Shura (Islamic Leadership Council) of New Y ork,
he has just been appointed Vice President, and serves nationally as the Deputy Amir, of

The Muslim Alliance in North America.

Unitarian Univer salist

19. The Community Church of NY Unitarian Universalist.

Founded as a Unitarian congregation, The Community Church of New York is now
affiliated with the Unitarian Universalist Association. The Community Church of New
York Unitarian Universalist is a place to pursue personal spiritual growth and to engage
in the joys and struggle of helping create a more just society and world. The Unitarian

Universalist Association is a religious association of more than 1,000 congregations in
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North America. Through its democratic process, the Association adopts resolutions
consistent with its fundamental principles and purposes. In particular, the Association
has adopted numerous resolutions expressing its opposition to the death penalty,
consistent with the Association’s principles and purposes affirming the inherent worth

and dignity of every person.
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