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Invitation to the Churches
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Office of the General Assembly
Clifton Kirkpatrick, Stated Clerk

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior!

Through this letter | commend to you the appeal of the National Council of Churches of Christ
(NCC) for a renewed commitment to deepen our relationships with other Christians in our local
communities all across our country.

Last November, the NCC installed The Reverend Dr. Michael Kinnamon as the new General
Secretary. One of the passions that Dr. Kinnamon brings to the council is his full commitment to
the unity of Christians not only at the world and national levels, but also in every city and
community. His letter is an appeal to each one of our congregations to strengthen and seek a
deeper fellowship with other Christian churches in our communities.

As Christians, we are called to work to bring healing and reconciliation to our world. That work
begins at home. Each one of us lives in a particular community, and it is how we confront and
overcome challenges locally that can provide hope to our global challenges. As Presbyterians, we
have a rich history of being bridge builders—reaching out to and connecting with others in our
communities. As we continue that important work today, we are following the claims of the
gospel, which impel us to be healers and reconcilers—a s God i n Chri st was reco
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Clifton Kirkpatrick
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly

P.S. For further information or assistance, please contact the Ecumenical Relations staff at
888-728-7228, ext. 5423.



National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA

office of the general secretary
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! This letter comes with greetings from the
35 member communions of the National Council of Churches—and with an invitation.

The National Council of Churches is probably best known for its sponsorship of Bible translation (the

RSV and NRSV) and for its work on behalf of justice and peace. The Council, however, is much more

than such activities,impor t ant as they are. It i s, in the words
communions, Il a fellowship whose very existence off
by competing interests and fearful of differences. In this community of communions, Orthodox and

Quakers sit together. In this community of communions, churches with roots in Africa, Asia, and

Europe talk and work together. In this community of communions, gifts of the Spirit are shared in

order that the body of Christ might be built up in love.

There are still real theological differences among us, differences significant enough that some of our
member churches cannot yet break bread together at the table of our Lord. But we do affirm that all of
us, in some mysterious way, belong to Christ; and this allows us to pray with and for one another.

This letter is an invitation to engage in such prayer in your own setting. Attached is a list of the

Nati onal Council”™s member churches, atheurches to wh
covenant of the Council. We urge you to contact congregations/parishes from these other

communions in your neighborhood (especially ones with which you may not have had much

previous contact) in order to organize a time of fellowship and prayer together this spring. The

work of Christian unity requires leadership. Our fervent hope is that you will give such leadership in

your local setting.

We are writing to you in the season of Lent, but the weeks leading up to Pentecost would also be a most
appropriate time to celebrate our common commitment to Jesus Christ and to join in the universal
Christian language—the language of prayer. Resources for this time of prayer together, including
prayers for peace in our troubled world, will soon be available on the National Council of Churches
website (www.ncccusa.org), where you can also inform us of your participation. In addition, our
churches have a rich store of resources that could be used in such gatherings.

May God bless you and your community as we move toward our annual celebrations of the resurrection
of our Lord. May the Holy Spirit move among us all with the reconciling power made manifest on that
first Easter morning.
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Rev. Michael Kinnamon, Archbishop Vicken Aykazian
General Secretary President

475 Riverside Drive, 8" Floor E New York, NY 101150050 E  www.ncccusa.org
Phone: 212-870-2141 E Fax: 212-870-2817 E mkinnamon@ncccusa.org
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1. Christians, Muslims Move Ahead On Global Talks
Religious eaders plan to meet this year in the US, Britain, and at the Vatican to

defuse tensions.
By JaneLampman Staff writer of The Chrisan Science Monitor

Gatherings of top religious leaders and even some heads of state will take place this
year in the United States, at the Vatican, and in Britain, aimed at defusing tensions
between the West and the Muslim world.

The first-of-their-kind dialogues — which will kick off in July — will begin with
theological discussions but seek practical results. Yet they're stirring some debate
within the faith groups as to the proper way to engage "“the other" and whether common
ground can be found.

The initiative was sparked last October by "A Common Word Between Us and
You," an open letter from 138 Muslim clergy and scholars from more than 40 nations to
the leaders of all the world's major Christian churches. Concerned that "the future of the
world depends on peace between Muslims and Christians," the Muslim leaders
proposed dialogue on the basis of the shared principles of “the love of God, and love of
the neighbor."

Most of the churches responded positively, buoyed both by the letter and the
authority of those who signed it — representing most schools of Muslim thought.

"The Christian response was overwhelming, and we've been humbled by it," says
Sohail Nakhooda, Jordanian editor in chief of Islamica magazine and a member of the
Muslim planning team. "This meant we had a lot of serious work ahead!"

Yale University will host the first global conference in July, which will involve a
broad spectrum of Christian denominations, as well as Jewish clergy and political
leaders. At a Vatican meeting in early March, plans were set for a Catholic-Muslim
forum in November, in which the pope will participate. Muslims plan a conference with
Anglicans in Britain in October focused on the scriptures, and are talking with the
Orthodox churches as well.

"One of the best things that's happened is the opening of an avenue of discussion
with denominations where we never thought it possible —with Evangelicals,” Mr.
Nakhooda adds.

The most in-depth Christian response, a letter authored at Yale Divinity School,
included many prominent Evangelicals among the signers. But that response, "Loving
God and Neighbor Together," has spurred debate among Evangelicals, whose views on
Islam and dialogue with Muslims vary greatly.

"It's mostly been a cordial debate,” says Joseph Cumming, director of Yale Divinity
School's Reconciliation Program, who is coordinating planning for the July conference.
"I think the Evangelical community is trying to think more deeply about how to engage
with Muslims."

Some influential conservative leaders were distressed by the wording of the
response. John Piper, pastor of a large Baptist church in Minneapolis, and R. Albert
Mohler Jr., president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, said the letter and any
dialogue should speak from the unique Christian standpoint, including the nature of


http://www.csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/encryptmail.pl?ID=CAE1EEE5A0CCE1EDF0EDE1EE&url=/2008/0319/p03s03-usgn.html

Jesus Christ and the Trinity. Given different understandings of God, "to talk as though
the love of God is a common standpoint is wrong," Dr. Piper said in a video that's
played on YouTube.

The president of Wheaton College, a prominent evangelical school, initially signed
the letter but later withdrew due to concerns within his college community. Numerous
influential evangelicals are on board, however, including megachurch pastors Rick
Warren and Bill Hybels.

Viewing this discussion among Christians as healthy, Yale has put the questions
being raised on itswebsite along with responses. For example, is Allah the same God
that Christians worship?

"The point of the Muslim letter was starting with common ground,” Mr. Cumming
says. "They resisted the temptation to polemicize against [Christian] doctrines, and our
response resisted the temptation to polemicize for them."

On the Muslim side, there are those who are reluctant to join a dialogue because of
negative statements some Christian leaders have made about Islam, Nakhooda says. But
those voices are overshadowed, he says, by "the fact that so many of the most important
figures who have street credibility in Muslim capitals are fully behind it."

Plans for the week-long Yale conference include workshops on theology and ethics.
Sessions tackling the toughest issues — such as religious freedom, including proselytism
and apostasy — are expected to be closed-door.

Georgetown University will host the next US-based conference in March 2009. John
Esposito, head of Georgetown's Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, sees these
dialogues as different and significant. "This process has an in-built snowball effect: The
number of signers on both sides keeps broadening,” he says. "When you realize that
leading religious leaders have to think of repercussions within their communities, it's
really phenomenal."

In April 2009, the plan is to invite all those involved to Amman, Jordan, for a
meeting at a site where according to tradition Jesus was baptized. "Muslims and
Christians are living in a wounded world," Nakhooda says. "Part of the [effort] ... is to
start the process of healing.... It's going to require a lot of open-hearted, sincere
discussion."

2 . AThe Church as Community of Common Wi i
Godo

Report of the Third Phase of the International Theological Dialogue Between the
Catholic Church and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (222%)
For the full report, follow the link:
http://www.prounione.urbe.it/dia-int/r-rc/doc/e_r-rc_3-contents.html

(From the introduction to the report)

—The Church aGom@monmuWitryeo®s to the Kingdon
overarching theme of international theological conversations sponsored by the Catholic
Church and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches between 1998 and 2005. This
was the third phase of the Reformed-Catholic international dialogue. Annual meetings


http://www.yale.edu/faith/abou-commonword-faq.htm#1
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were held in Venice, Italy (1998); Oegstgeest, the Netherlands (1999); Castel Gandolfo,
Italy (2000); Cape Town, South Africa (2001); Newry, Northern Ireland (2002);
Toronto, Canada (2003); and Venice, Italy (2004). A subcommittee appointed to
finalize this report and prepare it for publication met in Rome, Italy (2004, 2005) and in
Geneva, Switzerland (2005), and submitted the result of its work to the commission for
comment and approval.

In the course of our meetings together we have been inspired anew by the many
Christians, female and male, young and old, whose discipleship to the kingdom (Matt
13:52) proclaimed in the gospels prevents them from being conformed to a divided
world and to separation among Christians. Instead, it urges them to be willing to offer
their own lives as a sacrifice (cf. Rom 12:1) in order that the wounds of Christian
division and human alienation may be healed. The opportunity to meet such sisters and
brothers in some truly challenging situations has been a major encouragement for the
participants to complete this series of theological conversations. We hope that, in due
time, a fourth round of theological dialogue might be taken up, benefiting from the
results of a solid receptionprocess of t hMay répadd s . Kkkngdom come

3. Saudi Arabia Leader Calls For Interfaith Dialogue
By Eric Young-Christian Post Reporter

King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia called for a dialogue among monotheistic religions
Monday, marking a first for the ultra-conservative Muslim kingdom.

"I ask representatives of all the monotheistic religions to meet with their brothers in
faith,” Abdullah told delegates to a seminar on "Dialogue Among Civilizations between
Japan and the Islamic World," according to the official Saudi Press Agency (SPA).

—l f God wills it, we will then meet with o
those of the Torah and the Gospel... to come up with ways to safeguard humanity,” he
added.

Abdul |l ah sai d t he cweuhmtappivaldo pursoefisided er i ¢cs ha
and that he plans to get the opinion of Muslim leaders from other countries.

According to SPA, the Saudi king also intends to address the United Nations on the
subject.

"We have lost sincerity, morals, fidelity and attachment to our religions and to
humanity," Abdullah said Monday, deploring "the disintegration of the family and the
rise of atheism in the world — a frightening phenomenon that all religions must confront
and vanquish."

Abdullah's message of tolerance comes at a time of religious tensions caused by the
re-igniting of a two-year-old controversy over Danish cartoons deemed by Muslims to
be insulting.

Danish newspapers reprinted the controversial cartoon of the Muslim prophet
Mohammed last month in defiance of Islamic extremism and to defend freedom of
expression.

The republication of the cartoon in at least 17 newspapers took place a day after a
Danish official foiled an alleged plot to assassinate Kurt Westergaard, the cartoonist



who drew the Mohammed caricatures.

In response, Al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden, in a recent audio message, warned
of a "severe" reaction for Europe's publication of the cartoons.

"The response will be what you see and not what you hear and let our mothers
bereave us if we do not make victorious our messenger of God," said a voice believed to
be bin Laden's, without specifying what action would be taken.

Abdull ah’s announcement Monday al so comes
negotiating for permission to build the first church in Saudi Arabia following this
mont h’s inauguration of Qatar's first Chri si

The Saudi monarchy has long banned the open worship of other faiths, even as the
number of Catholics resident in Saudi Arabia has risen to 800,000 thanks to an influx of
immigrant workers from places like the Philippines and India. Mosques are the only
religious buildings in the country where the strict Wahhabi version of Sunni Islam
dominates.

Top Vatican spokesman Father Federico Lombardi said that a Catholic parish in this
key Islamic country would be "a historic achievement™ in the push to expand religious
freedom and foster a positive interfaith rapport, according to Time magazine.

4. Berlin Declaration on Interreligious Dialogue

2008 has been declared the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue. In a pluralistic
Europe dialogue across dividing lines - be they cultural, linguistic or religious - is of the
greatest importance. All over Europe issues related to identity are body debated, and
often religion is at die centre of discussions. Europe and Europeans are also constantly
interacting with die rest of the world, experiencing the joys and the challenges of
communicating across cultural and religious divides.

Sometimes religion is seen as an obstacle to peaceful coexistence and social
cohesion. At the same time we know that some of the most pressing challenges in our
time - climate change, poverty, migration, marginalisation of women, (incrimination
and terrorism - can only be solved if we unite resources across traditional dividing lines.

3 to 5 March 2008 the European Council of Religious LeaderReligions for Peace
met in Berlin, a city which symbolises a history of division in Europe as well as
reconciliation and new beginnings. As religious leaders we support initiatives to further
dialogue in this continent. In order to promote bold, responsible and well-informed
interreligious dialogue on all levels of European society, we hereby offer the Berlin
Declaration on Interreligious Dialogue.

1. Religion permeates Eape Christianity, Islam and Judaism are part of European
history. Today other great religious traditions have also found a place in the continent.
In every town or village in Europe there is at least one house of worship: a Church,, a
Mosque or a Synagogue. To ensure a prosperous and harmonious future for Europe
people of different faiths must live peacefully together.

2. Interreligious dialogue emphasises both our similarities and our differehtes
interreligious dialogue we acknowledge that human beings of all faiths share certain
experiences, needs and longings. We also acknowledge that we are different from each
other in many respects and will remain different Our religious traditions have formed



different social rules and models which sometimes contradict each other. One aim of
interreligious dialogue is to reduce false perceptions of difference and culture gaps,
while we respect that something about our dialogue partner will necessarily remain
other (or even alien) to us.

3. Interreligious dialogue Isould promote respect for human righksterreligious
dialogue should respect the shared values found within all great religious traditions and
embodied within the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Commitment to human
rights does not preclude a variety of world views or ethical systems and interpretations.

4. The invitation to the dialogue is opeFhe more we differ, die more we need
dialogue. It is not a precondition for dialogue that we share a aide spectrum of values
and ideas. Only clear breaches of respect for die most fundamental values, such as the
tight to life and the rule of law, should exclude people from being invited into dialogue.
While die invitation is open, everyone must abide by the agreed rides of a particular
dialoguing situation. Women and young people have important perspectives and
contributions to offer and should have distinct voices in interreligious dialogue.

5. Interreligious dialogue is a mode of relating to other faiths and has a
transforming potentialinterreligious dialogue is a particular way of interacting with
others through which, all who are involved can be transformed. Dialogue on issues of
faith and identity is not negotiations, because we do not seek agreement, it is not
debates, because we do not seek to win over the other, and it is more than a discussion
because we contribute not only rational arguments but personal and emotive stories and
experiences and thus engage existentially with, each other.

6. Interreligious dialogue affirms the integrity of religiousliefs In dialogue we
come closer to each other without necessarily becoming more similar. All who engage
in interreligious dialogue should do so with full integrity in their own religious tradition
and without compromise to what they hold dear. In interreligious dialogue we do not
aim at creating a new or shared religion.

7. Interreligious dialogue addresses asymmetric power relationships with honesty
The power relationship between different religious groups is sometimes asymmetric.
This can be caused by for example poverty /wealth, language, gender or numbers
(minority/majority). Interreligious dialogue must not be used to obscure this. In
dialogue the facts and experiences of asymmetric power should be addressed, and
mechanisms should be found to give voice to those who struggle to be heard.

8. Interreligious dialogue furthers stakeholdership and participation in society
Interreligious dialogue should address a wide spectrum of issues. It is important to
explore shared values and address common concerns, but one should not shy away from
addressing issues on which there are disagreement, uncertainty or even fear of die other.
Some current trends, such as rapid development of new technology in biology, medicine
and communication and changing understandings of family arc closely linked to
questions of values and identities, Religions do not agree on the responses to these
questions, but should discuss these matters with openness and courage. Dialogue is not
a means to a predefined end, but it is intrinsic to genuine dialogue that it furthers mutual
understanding, respect for differences, and the participation and stakeholdership of all
in society and thus strengthens social cohesion.

9. Interreligious dialogue leads to common actiénfull understanding of
interreligious dialogue includes common action - diapraxis. The dignity of human life,



to winch all religions are committed, is challenged for example through poverty,
violence, abuse of women and children, discrimination of migrants and dramatic
changes in the natural environment Different religions can address these issues together,
although our ethics may draw on different resources. Interreligious dialogue should aim
at mustering the resources of varying religious traditions to take up the challenges
which Europe faces today. Through common action we learn to understand better
ourselves, each other, and die world in winch we live.

10. Structures for interreligious cooperation are an asset in times of crisis
Repeatedly religion plays a role in situations of conflict Established and trustful
structures for interreligious dialogue axe a tremendous strength when relationships
between communities deteriorate. Religious leaders must address dangerous and violent
perversions of religion within then: own communities.

11. Knowledge and confidence in a tradition furthers interreligious understanding
Open and trustful interreligious dialogue is furthered by a secure knowledge of one's
own religious tradition as well as that of others. This knowledge should be taught in a
spirit of peace and respect for die different traditions. Intrinsic to many religions are
truth claims that are mutually exclusive. This is no more an impediment to dialogue and
the full participation in society than the explicit or implicit truth claims of secular
ideologies. Dialogue between religions, cultures and social groups is often dialogue
across opposing truth claims and world views.

12. Religion has a natural place also in the public sph&w®igion continues to
have an important role to play in the public life of a Europe with many religions. This
applies to minorities and majorities alike. The public display of religious symbols or
celebration of religious festivals should neither be seen as offensive to other religions
nor a threat to social cohesion. Religious minorities in Europe generally do not feel
offended by for example, public Christmas or Easter celebrations in countries where
this is a tradition as long as their own freedom of religion is respected.

13. Religious leaders, religius people and the authorities share responsibility for
interreligious dialogueConvinced that interreligious dialogue is important for a
peaceful and prosperous Europe we call on religious leaders of all religious traditions
and in ever.' corner of Europe to join in interreligious dialogue based on the principles
outlined in this declaration. We call on all religious people in Europe to enter into the
most important, dialogue of all, "the dialogue of life", in the local community, in
families and workplaces with confidence and courage. We call on the authorities on
local, national and European level to engage constructively with religious communities
in mutual respect for each other's different, roles, and to create frameworks within
which religious practices and interreligious dialogue based on the principles in this
declaration may be further developed and prosper for the benefit of peaceful
coexistence in Europe.

Adopted by the European Council of Religious Lead®&sligions for Peace
March 5, 2008

5. Evangelical Leaders: Jews Need Jesus Christ
By Ethan Cole-Christian Post Reporter



Dozens of prominent evangelical leaders recently endorsed a statement declaring a
fact that many Christians already hold to be true —that Jewish people need the Gospel
and Jesus Christ to receive eternal life.

The statement, sponsored by the World Evangelical Alliance, expressed friendship
and love for the Jewish people, but unapologetically declared that salvation comes only
through Jesus Christ.

—We want t othamas &vangelical Chastiaasawe do not wish to offend
our Jewish friends by the above statements; but we are compelled by our faith and
commitment to the Scriptures to stand by t h
statement on —Jbwi &bsPebphedlthe

An ad with the statement appeared in the New York Times on March 28 and will
appear in other major secular newspapers and several Christian magazines throughout

April and May.

—lt i s out of our prof oundktosharstpegand f or Jew
news of Jesus Christ with them, and encourage others to do the same, for we believe
t hat salvation is only found in Jesus, the |

statement continued.

Some of the key declarations made by the statement include:

e A pledge of commitment to be | oving frie
against the Jewish people. At the same time, affirming the belief that the most loving
and Scriptural expression of friendship towards Jewish people, and anyone called a
friend, is to candidly share the love of God in the person of Jesus Christ

e Affirming the belief that only through J
If Jesus is not the Messiah of the Jewish people, He cannot be the Savior of the World
(Acts 4:12)

e Recognizing that it iIis good and right fo
knowledge, history and skills to use these gifts to introduce individuals to the Messiah,
and that includes those ministries specifically directed to the Jewish people (|
Corinthians 9:20-22)

e Denouncing the use of deception of coerc
notion that it is deceptive for followers of Jesus Christ who were born Jewish to
continue to identify as Jews (Romans 11:1)

—l ncreasingly, Jewish evangelism is being
irrelevant, i nappropriate, unethical or dec:
commented Dr. Geoff Tunnicliffe, the CEO and international director of WEA,
regarding the statement. —This statement i s

community about the biblical basis for sharing their faith with all people, including
Jews.
—I t  Ihope tha wwill be received in the spirit it is intended by the non-
evangelicals who see it,II he added.
Tunnicliffe explained that the statement is made out of friendship and respect for the
Jewish people, as well as out of a commitment to stand with the Jewish people who

have suffered mistreatment —simply for bei n¢
—And that part of our friendship and care
share the love of God in Christ whom we believe is their Savior as wel | as ours, I he

said.
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Evangelical Christian leaders who affirmed the statement include the Rev. Dr. Lon
Allison, director of the Billy Graham Center; Dr. Mark Bailey, president of Dallas
Theological Seminary; Doug Birdsall, executive chair of Lausanne Committee for
World Evangelization; Dr. Yonggi Cho, senior pastor of Yoido Full Gospel Church in
Seoul, South Korea; Chuck Colson, founder of Prison Fellowship; Dr. Jerry B. Jenkins,
owner of Christian Writers Guild; Dr. Haddon Robinson, president of Gordon Conwell
Theological Seminary; Gordon Showell-Rogers, general secretary of European
Evangelical Alliance; and Dr. Lon Solomon, pastor of McLean Bible Church in
McLean, Va., who is Jewish.

The World Evangelical Alliance is a 162-year-old global network of evangelical
churches and organizations with members in 128 nations and claiming to represent
more than 420 million evangelical Christians.

6. Face of Christianity Will Soon Be Black, Says Scholar
By Ethan Cole-Christian Post Reporter

Christianityhaslongb e en st er eot yped as a Western, wh
prominent theologian stated Thursday that that image will soon drastically change.
—The new face of Christianity wil!/| be the

an audience at Lexington Theological Seminary in Kentucky, according to the
Lexington Herald-Leader. Kwok, a professor at the Episcopal Divinity School in
Cambridge, Mass., is a pioneer in Asian feminist theology as well as postcolonial
theology.
Kwok explained that as of last year, Europe still had the largest number of
Christians in the world —532 million. It is followed by Latin America with 525 million
and then Africa at 417 million.
But by 2025, Africa is projected to shoot up to 634.6 million Christians, followed
closely by Latin America at 634.1 million, while Europe will fall to 531 million
Christians.
The United States had 223 million Christians mid-2007 and is predicted to grow
slightly to 252 million by 2025.
"The challenge," said the William F. Cole, professor of Christian Theology and
Spirituality at the Episcopal Divinity School, "is to re-imagine Christianity in the 21st
century."
In 1900, over 80 percent of all Christians were from Europe and North America, but
by 2005 the number was under 45 percent, observed Dr. Todd Johnson, director of the
Center for the Study of Global Christianity at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary,
in his 2006 report entitled USA evangelicals/Evangelicals in a Global Context
Johnson had noted that the number correlated with new data that revealed a southern
shift in Christianity away from the United Kingdom and the United States.
As explanation for Christianity’ -sheboom in
first African general secretary of the World Council of Churches —said late last year
that Christianityiimelnotccupan ian a n—Adnmrti ca |
United States, but rather —permeates the wh



—Chr i st i ani tSgharan AfricAdspecialty,as,seensiat dnly as a religion,
but this is the opportunity of people to contribute to national building, to peace and
reconciliation, to development, |l said Kobi
December. —Therefore the church becomes th
Besides discussing ChHhpiisdo@mali tDi’wi rsiotut 'hser
explored the post-colonial world after World War 11, when many colonies became
independent.
I n her | ecture entitled —Globalization and
contended that globalization provides opportunities to advance religion, and religion
can offer societies a common value system such as human rights. But globalization also
presents obstacles to religion, including a counter movement that resorts to violence to
retain their beliefs and identities.
Kwok was the guest speaker at The William Daniel Cobb Il Lectures at Lexington
Theol ogi cal Seminary. The speci al |l ecture b
12th president, inviting a distinguished speaker on theology to the seminary each year.
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7. Salvation Army and African Instituted Churches Welcomed at Forum on
Bilateral Dialogues

Christian World Communions as well as the Commission on Faith and Order of the
World Council of Churches sent representatives to the Ninth Forum on Bilateral
Dialogues in order to share information on recent bilateral consultations between
churches and to discuss the vision of unity expressed in their ecumenical texts.

For the first time, the 10-15 March meeting in Breklum, Germany included
theologians from the Salvation Army and the African Instituted Churches. Other
Christian World Communions (CWCs) represented in Breklum were: Roman Catholic,
Lutheran, Anglican, Methodist, Reformed, Disciples of Christ, Baptist, Old Catholic,
Eastern Orthodox, and United and Uniting Churches.

Reports were received from the various bilateral dialogues, with particular attention
to the ways in which they express their understandings of Christian unity. In a statement
adopted at the forum, participants noted a common understanding on the long-term goal
of Christian unity, while identifying the different short-term goals for achieving that
unity.

The statement calls on the CWCs to articulate their immediate goals - especially
regarding their bilateral dialogues around the world - in relation to their vision of the
unity that Christ wills for His church. People working on different bilateral dialogues
are asked to be mindful of each otheras findings.

A more intentional evaluation and official acceptance of the agreed statements of
the bilateral dialogues is also requested in the statement. Such acceptance or reception
will enable the churches to harvest the reconciling and transforming insights of the
bilateral and multilateral dialogues, and to act on the implications for the churches as
they relate to each other.

The forum, which also allowed its participants to witness the commitment to
ecumenism in the local churches, was hosted by the North Elbian Evangelical Lutheran
Church and the Christian Jensen Kolleg, Breklum.



Download the statement adopted at the Forum on Bilateral Dialogues (pdf, 78
KB):http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-main/documents/p2/breklum-
stat ement.pdf

8. WCC Criticizes Islamophobic Film, Calls for Mutual Respect

The movie Fitna, recently released online by Dutch parliamentarian Geert Wilders
was criticized as "a clear case of Islamophobia” by Rev. Dr Shanta Premawardhana,
director of the World Council of Churches' (WCC) Progranondnterreligious
Dialogue and Cooperation.

"Through graphic images the filmmaker depicts violent extremism without any
attempt to distinguish it from mainstream Islam. Extremism is a problem for most
religions and needs to be countered through interreligious dialogue,” Premawardhana
said.

Dutch church representatives have also voiced their criticism of the right-wing
politician turned filmmaker, stressing that his views were opposed by most of the Dutch
population, the ecumenical news-agency ENI reported today.

Seeking to encourage churches to initiate such dialogues, particularly in the
interreligious environment of Europe, the Central Committee of the WCC in February
issued a "Minute on our religious imperative to foster sensitivity and reconciliation in
shifting society." It encourages churches to "actively generate a climate of deep respect”
that would lead communities "not only from hostility to peaceful co-existence, but also
to celebrations of our common life".

The Central Committee's statement also calls upon religious leaders "to work
towards reconciliation and healing"; and urges Christian leaders "to speak directly,
consistently and self-critically to their own communities, holding them to the highest
et hical standards of |l oving one’s neighbor,
communities other than one’'s own, whenever
have been attacked or insulted.”

9. Christians and Muslims Must Enhance Common Ground and
Acknowledge Differences, Says WCC

Love for one's neighbour is "an essential and integral part of faith in God and love
of God" for both Islam and Christianity. How Christians and Muslims can engage in
reflections of this love together is the central theme of a commentary issued by the
World Council of Churches (WCC) on Thursday, 20 March. Compiled by Christian
experts in Christian-Muslim relations, it addresses the churches and offers suggestions
on responding to the widely noticed letter "A Common Word" by 138 Muslim leaders in
October 2007.

i
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The commentary entitled "Learning to explore love together"” is part of on-going
consultations in which the WCC has engaged its member churches and ecumenical
partners since November 2007. It invites them "to explore together with Muslim fellows
the love of God and the love of neighbour in their respective contexts".

"We are encouraging our churches to consider this invitation offered by the Muslim
leaders as a new opportunity for interreligious dialogue™ said WCC general secretary
Rev. Dr Samuel Kobia. "It is our hope that this commentary will be a helpful tool as
churches reflect on 'A Common Word,' and begin to engage in dialogue with the
Muslim community," he said.

The document invites the churches to reflect on the two major theological themes of
"A Common Word," love of God and love of neighbour. It points to the historical
challenges and new promises of such dialogues and outlines a process for continuing
dialogue among Muslim and Christian leaders. It is "a pressing necessity that while
Christians and Muslims must find ways of enhancing what they hold in common, they
must also find ways of acknowledging and respecting the differences between them,"
the document states.

"This document signals the initiating of a process,"” said Rima Barsoum, WCC
programme executive for Christian-Muslim Dialogue, "it calls for a joint planning
group that will carefully prepare and jointly invite Muslim and Christian leaders and
scholars for continuing dialogue events that will encourage interreligious cooperation at
the global and local levels.

This process of response was affirmed by the Central Committee of the WCC at its
meeting in February 2008, in Geneva.

10. Lindner Leaves National Council of Churches After Three Decades of
Ecumenical Service

New York, March 27, 2008 — The Rev. Dr. Eileen W. Lindner, widely known as
editor of the Yearboolof American & Canadian
Churchesand as a tireless leader and chronicler of the
ecumenical movement, has announced her departure from the
National Council of Churches USA on May 15.

Lindner, former Deputy General Secretary of the Council
for Research and Planning, has served as Director of
Organizational Development since a reorganization of the
NCC on January 1.

"Fund raising is a crucial position for any non-profit
organization and this has never been more true for the Dr. Lindner
Council than it is now," Lindner said. "The role of fund raiser
needs to be focused much more sharply than is possible in my
current position."



http://www.oikoumene.org/en/who-are-we/organization-structure/governing-bodies/central-committee.html

Lindner, a historian, researcher, pastor and popular public speaker, said her interests
"have always been wider than fund development and the Council needs to feel free to
rewrite the position description and search for a full-time professional in the field."

The Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon, NCC General Secretary, praised Lindner's
contributions to the Council and said, "Eileen will certainly be missed as the NCC
moves forward with this transition necessary to serving its best interests."

In a memorandum to NCC staff Wednesday, Kinnamon said: "l am sure you join me
in celebrating Eileen's commitment and ministry in her time with the Council,
especially her leadership with the Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches, the
development of the policy statement on human genetics, and her concerns for children
and health careto listonlyafew. | am deeply appreciative of EI
commitment to the Council and its future and trust that her ministry will continue to
serve Christ’s church. "

During Lindner's ten-year long tenure as editor of the annual Yearbook of American
& Canadian Churcheghe yearbook continued to be widely recognized as the most
accurate and complete compilation of facts and figures on U.S. and Canadian churches
and organizations.

Earlier in her career at the Council, Lindner served as Director of the Child
Advocacy Office. During her tenure she established the Ecumenical Child Care
Network, serving 18,000 preschool programs housed in churches of all denominations
nationwide.

Lindner has also served as Associate General Secretary of the NCC for Unity and
Relationships.

Eileen W. Lindner is a Presbyterian minister holding a Ph.D. degree in American
Church History from Union Theological Seminary, New York. Over three decades, she
has served the Presbyterian Church (USA) in a variety of capacities, including
pastorates, synods, commissions and planning committees. Most recently, she was vice
chair of a Presbyterian Task Force studying the pros and cons of establishing a separate
corporation for disaster assistance, and chair of the Special Offerings Review Task
Force.

She also holds an M.Phil degree from Union Theological Seminary in New York,
and M.Div. degree from McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago and an M.S.
degree from George Williams College, Downers Grove, Ill. She earned her Bachelor of
Arts degree at Waynesburg College, Waynesburg, Pa.

She provided staff leadership for the historic NCC policy statement, Fearfully and
Wonderfully Madewhich guides NCC member communions through the moral and
ethical dimensions of the human applications of current biotechnologies.

Lindner also conducted the first nationwide, in-depth, systematic study of health
services provided by religious communities being undertaken by the National Council
of Churches USA. The project surveyed more than 100,000 congregations to determine
the level of health care education, delivery, and advocacy being offered.

In May 2006 she was named the first Dean of the Riggio Lynch Interfaith Chapel, a
threeemont h appoint ment, at the Chi lThe en’ s Def e
far m, i n Clinton, Tennessee, serves as the
where people of all ages come for spiritual renewal, character and leadership
development, intergenerational mentoring, and interracial, interfaith, and



interdisciplinary communication.

Lindner is the author of numerous books and articles on a variety of child advocacy
subjects, most recently, Thus Far on the Way, Toward a Theology of Child
AdvocacyShe also wroteWhen Churches Mind Childrereporting on the nation's most
extensive child care study. She serves as Theologian in Residence to the Children's
Defense Fund's Summer Institute in Child Advocacy and has held other leadership
positions in the CDF.

She has served on national and international commissions dealing with topics related to
children and to families.

11. Netherlands *'Second Only To US' In Number Of Christian Groups
ENI-08-0267

By Andreas Havinga

Utrecht, Netherlands, 1 April (ENI)--The reputation of the Netherlands as being a
country with many Christian denominations has been boosted by the publication of a
new reference book detailing churches.

The authors have tallied a list of 648 churches, congregations and meetings, making the
Netherlands the country with the second-largest number of Christian denominations and
religious movements in the world, after the United States.

Still, the authors of the book, the Dutch-language "Handbook of the Christian
Netherlands”, acknowledge that their list is not exhaustive. "The real number of
churches and groups is much higher," said co-author Rein Ipenburg.

In their inventory, the authors discern a general trend of a return to the "atmosphere™ of
the early Christian communities, said fellow author Gerard Hoekstra in his speech at the
book's launch in March. While larger denominations are losing members in the
Netherlands, evangelical, Pentecostal and house congregations flourish.

The publisher, Kok (Kampen), refers to the book as containing "all Christian-inspired
faith communities in one volume".

The book is intended as a sort of encyclopaedia of denominations and Christian
movements in the Netherlands. It includes Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Reformed,
Lutheran, Mennonite, evangelical and Pentecostal groups. Each entry gives a brief
history as well as an introduction to the group's religious beliefs, worship, traditions,
liturgy and rituals.

A similar book in the United States lists more than 2000 denominations and movements
there, say the Dutch book's authors.



The Catholic Church with 1400 parishes and the Protestant Church in the Netherlands,
which has about 1800 congregations, are the country's two largest denominations.

The Dutch church landscape has been diverse ever since the 16th-century Reformation.
Religious freedom that followed conflicts within the nation resulted in a culture of
tolerating a diversity of denominations.

12. The Religions Today: Their Challenge to the Ecumenical Movement

by Paul E. Knitter
Editors Note: The following article was delivered as the first Graymoor Lecture in New
York, NY on November 14, 2007.

Introduction

This is going to be an inner-Christian conversation. | will be speaking to my fellow
Christians — but in a way that | hope will be interesting to eavesdroppers from other religious
communities.

I can summarize the topic of our conversation in a one sentence: If our Christian family,
living in our big and diversified Christian apartment house, wants to get along with all
the other families that make up our global neighborhood, we are going to have to face, and
jointly resolve, some new family issues. Or to put it differently and more simply, our
religious neighbors are providing us the opportunity to be better Christian neighbors. Thus,
the title of this essay: The religions today constitute a new challenge to our Christian
ecumenical movement.

I will try to lay out the main issues for this Christian family conversation in three
steps: 1) Christianity, and | think especially Catholic Christianity, is a religion that needs
other religions in order to stay alive and healthy. 2) Our religious neighbors are asking
us some pressing new questions about how we can all work together for the peace and well-
being of the entire neighborhood. 3) In order for us Christians to respond positively to these
questions, the different members of our Christian family are going to have to talk together
and work together in new ways, on new issues. The article continuesasanat t ac hment —The
Religions Today.|l




