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Building Community-Dismantling Racism
Rev. Teresa Chavez Sauceda, PhD, Louisville, KY
Dr. David Bowie, Atlanta, GA

Racism remains a significant barrier to building truly inclusive multiracial, multicultural
community in our lives, our neighborhoods, and our church. This workshop will draw
on the tools of antiracism training to offer a time for dialogue and discovery, through
Bible study and discernment to focus on understanding the ways that racism contin-
ues to shape our lives, to explore resources and strategies to dismantle racism and
build community, and celebrate the amazing diversity of God’s family! Participants
are encouraged to bring resources to share.

Understanding Christian/Muslim Dialogue for
Congregations and Communities
Dr. Robert Evans and Alice Evans, Simsbury, CT
Dr. Heidi Hadsell, Hartford, CT
Dr. Alwi Shihab, Jakarta, Indonesia

In a world wide climate of terror and fear, congregations and communities are hungry
for a fresh approach to multicultural and interfaith dialogue. Misunderstanding of the
interaction of the Islamic and Christian faith traditions has polarized our country and
congregations. This course will equip pastors and lay leaders from congregations,
presbyteries and other faith groups to be resources to their communities in generating
new understanding and to celebrate the diversity present in our world and nation. In
an interactive course of case studies, role plays, and interfaith exercises, the instruc-
tors will draw on their extensive national and international experience in interfaith and
multicultural training.

The Spirituality of Religious Pluralism: A New Spiritual Experience
Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega, Matanzas, Cuba

The varieties of religions and cultures are the mosaic of our global human identity,
part of the most precious gifts of each country. God created us with a wonderful mul-
ticolor light. We should think of each religion as a particular tradition of response to
the reality which the Holy Spirit of God has set before our eyes, understanding it as
part of the wisdom and work of God for our humanity- not a deplorable fact but as a
positive will of God. We will explore this perspective as a new spiritual experience.

Congregations and Common Good:
Leading Congregations to Lead Communities in Health Reform
Prof. Mark Earnest, Denver, CO
Chris Adams, Denver, CO

The quest for health is universal, yet America, the richest nation on earth, has failed to
make basic health care available to all. Participants in this seminar will return to their con-
gregations not only with a working understanding of health care policy and options for re-
form, but with a new vision for their role and the role of their Church in leading their com-
munities in crucial conversations about values and choices in the pursuit of the common
good. The program will be seminar style, interactive, and engaging. The content areas will
include: Health Care in America, Public Policy and Social Values, Bringing Faith to Policy,
Models for Faith-Based Activism in Creating Policy Change and Advocacy Skills Building.
Grants are currently pending that would allow the seminar organizer to offer scholarships
to cover the expenses of many of the participants.

Piecing Together the Peace
Rev. Carol Wickersham, Clinton, WI

Help transform social and personal issues creatively, playfully, powerfully. We need all the
creativity we can get! Using varieties of the medium of collage, participants will create per-
sonal and social commentary. Choices of projects will be available such as: “rewriting” a
book, working on a multilayered journal, creating prayer boxes, making small scale devo-
tional pieces or mock ups for large scale liturgical or community projects. In addition to the
materials supplied in class, people are invited to bring photos, clippings or other materials
to work with. No art skill is necessary.

For more information regarding the PC(USA) Office of Multicultural Ministries
Visit website at www.pcusa.org/multicultural, or, call 888-728-7228, ext 5252

For more information regarding the PC(USA) Office of Racial Justice Advocacy
Visit www.pcusa.org/racialjustice, or, call 888-728-7228 ext. 5692

For more information regarding New York Theological Seminary

Visit www.nyts.edu, or, call 212 870-1212

NEW YORK
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Office of Multicultural Ministries
Presbyterian Church (USA)

100 Witherspoon St
Louisville, KY 40202
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