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CHANGE TRACKING INDEX 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT REVISION 
CURRENT FOG TO PROPOSED FOG 

 
F - Foundations of Presbyterian Polity (New) 

G- Form of Government (current and revised) 
 

CURRENT  
SECTION 

CURRENT SUBJECT PROPOSED 

SECTION 
G-1.0100 THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH F-1.02 

G-1.0100a Christ is Head of the Church F-1.0201 
G -1.0100b Christ Calls the Church into Being F-1.0202 
G -1.0100c Christ Gives the Church Its Faith and Life F-1.0203 
G -1.0100d Christ is the Church’s Authority F-1.03011

G-1.0200 The Great Ends of the Church F-1.0304 
G-1.0300 The Historic Principles of Church Order F-3.00, F-3.01 

G -1.0301 Right of Judgment F-3.0101 
G -1.0302 Corporate Judgment F-3.0102 
G -1.0303 Officers F-3.0103 
G -1.0304 Truth and Goodness F-3.0104 
G -1.0305 Differences of Views F-3.0105 
G -1.0306 Election by the People F-3.0106 
G -1.0307 Church Power F-3.0107 
G -1.0308 Church Discipline F-3.0108 

G-1.0400 The Historic Principles of Church Government F-3.00, F-3.02, F-
3.0203 

G-1.0500 The Constitution Defined F-3.04 
   
G-2.0000 THE CHURCH AND ITS CONFESSIONS F-2.00 

G -2.0100a Purpose of Confessional Statements F-2.01 
G -2.0100b Church as Community F-2.01 
G -2.0200 Confessional Statements as Subordinate Standards F-2.02 
G -2.0300 Faith of the Church Catholic F-2.03 
G -2.0400 Faith of the Protestant Reformation F-2.04 
G -2.0500a Faith of the Reformed Tradition F-2.05 
G -2.0500b Reflect a Particular Stance F-2.01 

   
G-3.0000 THE CHURCH AND ITS MISSION F-1.00 
G-3.0100 Form F-1.0100 

G -3.0101a-b God’s Activity F-1.0102 
G -3.0102 God in Christ F-1.0101 
G -3.0103 The Holy Spirit F-1.0103 

G-3.0200 The Church as the Body of Christ F-1.03, F-1.0301 
G-3.0300 The Church’s Calling F-1.0302a 
G-3.0400 Called to Risk and Trust F-1.0301 

G-3.0401 Called to Openness F-3.0304 
   
G-4.0000 THE CHURCH AND ITS UNITY F-1.0302d 

                                                 
1 Italic references in the right column refer to places where a provision of the current Form of Government is implied 
but not explicit in the revision or referenced in principle but not verbatim. 
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CURRENT  
SECTION 

CURRENT SUBJECT PROPOSED 

SECTION 
G -4.0101 Universal Church F-1.0302b 
G -4.0102 Universal and Particular F-1.0302b 
G -4.0103 Particular Church F-1.0302b 
G -4.0104 Particular Presbyterian Church G-1.0103 

G-4.0200 The Unity of the Church F-1.0302d 
G-4.0300 Principles of Presbyterian Government F-3.00, F-3.02 

G -4.0301a-i Presbyterian Polity F-3.0201-.0209 
G -4.0302 Presbyterian Unity F-3.0203 
G -4.0303 Historical Awareness F-3.0301 
G -4.0304 Ecumenical Awareness F-3.0302 

G-4.0400 Diversity and Inclusiveness F-3.0303 
   
G-5.0000 The Church and Its Members G-1.00 

G -5.0101a The Meaning of Membership G-1.0301 
G -5.0101b 
G -5.0101c 
G -5.0101d 
G -5.0101e 
G -5.0101f 

Into Active Membership G-1.0304 

G -5.0102a 
G -5.0102b 
G -5.0102c 
G -5.0102d 
G -5.0102e 
G -5.0102f 
G -5.0102g 
G -5.0102h 
G -5.0102i 

Membership as Ministry G-1.0303 

G -5.0103 Inclusiveness G-1.0302 
G-5.0200 Categories of Membership G-1.04 

G -5.0201 Baptized Member G-1.0401 
G -5.0202 Active Member G-1.0402 
G -5.0203 Inactive Member G-1.0302 
G -5.0204 Affiliate Member G-1.0403 

G-5.0300 
G-5.0301 

G-5.0301a 
G-5.0301b 
G-5.0301c 

Non-member Privileges G-1.0404 

G-5.0400 
G-5.0401 
G-5.0402a 
G-5.0402b 
G-5.0403 

Preparation for Membership 
Session’s Duty 
Profession by Children 
Profession by Adults 
Reaffirmation, Transfer 

--2

G-5.0500 
G-5.0501 

Review of Membership 
By the Member 

G-1.0303 

G-5.0502 By the Session -- 
 

                                                 
2 A dash refers to a provision which has been omitted in the new draft.  
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G-6.0000 THE CHURCH AND ITS OFFICERS G-2.00 
G-6.0100 Offices of Ministry G-2.01 

G-6.0101 Christ’s Ministry G-2.0101 
G-6.0102 Offices of Ministry G-2.0102 
G-6.0103 Offices Named G-2.0103 
G-6.0104 Variety of Forms -- 
G-6.0105 Called to Ministry -- 
G-6.0106 

G-6.0106a 
G-6.0106b 

Gifts and Requirements G-2.0104 

G-6.0107 Election by the People G-2.0102 
G-6.0108a 
G-6.0108b 
G-6.0108c 

Freedom of Conscience--Individual and Corporate 
Within Certain Bounds 
Candidates for Ministry 

G-2.0105 

G-6.0200 Ministers of Word and Sacrament G-2.03 
G-6.0201 Ministers and Presbytery G-2.0301 
G-6.0202a Names Expressive of Duties -- 
G-6.0202b 
G-6.0202c 

Pastors, Associate Pastors 
Co-Pastors 

G-2.0303 

G-6.0203 Teachers, Chaplains, and Others G-2.0301 
G-6.0204a Information held in Confidence G-4.0301 
G-6.0204b -- G-4.0302 

G-6.0300 Elders G-2.02 
G-6.0301 
G-6.0302 

Scriptural Practice 
Governmental Responsibilities 

G-2.0201 

G-6.0304a Specific Responsibilities G-2.0201 
G-6.0304b -- G-4.0302 

G-6.0400 Deacons G-2.02 
G-6.0401 
G-6.0402a 

The Ministry and Gifts of Deacons 
Responsibilities 

G-2.0202 

G-6.0402b -- G-4.0302 
G-6.0403 

G-6.0403a 
G-6.0403b 

Organization -- 

G-6.0404 Supervised by session -- 
G-6.0405 Meetings -- 
G-6.0406 Related Service -- 
G-6.0407 Decision Not to Use Deacons -- 

G-6.0500 
G-6.0501 
G-6.0502 
G-6.0503 

Renunciation of Jurisdiction 
Renunciation of Jurisdiction 
Persistence in Disapproved Work 
Effect of Renunciation 

G-2.0210,  
 
G-2.0211 
G-2.0309 

   
G-7.0000 THE PARTICULAR CHURCH G-1.00 
G-7.0100 Organization, Mission, and Government G-1.01, 1.02 

G-7.0101 Organized by the Presbytery G-1.02 
G-7.0102 Ministry G-1.0101 
G-7.0103 Government G-1.0102 

G-7.0200 Organizing a Particular Church G-1.02 
G-7.0201 
G-7.0202 

Constituting Covenant 
Presbytery Relationship 

G-3.0301a 
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G-7.0300 Meetings of the Congregation G-1.05 
G-7.0301 Congregation G-1.0501 
G-7.0302a 
G-7.0302b 

Annual Meetings 
Special Meetings 

G-1.0501 

G-7.0302c Parliamentary Authority -- 
G-7.0303a 
G-7.0303b 

How Meetings Are Called 
Notice 

G-1.0502 
G-1.0501 

G-7.0304a 
G-7.0304b 

Business 
Limitations 

G-1.0503 

G-7.0305 Quorum -- 
G-7.0306 Moderator G-1.0504 
G-7.0307 Secretary G-1.0505 
G-7.0308 In Case of Tie -- 

G-7.0400 Trustees G-4.01 
G-7.0401 Incorporation and Trustees G-4.0101 

G-4.0102 
G-3.0201c 

G-7.0402 Powers G-4.0101 
G-7.0403 Separate Corporate Meetings -- 
G-7.0404 Vote by Proxy -- 

   
G-8.0000 THE CHURCH AND ITS PROPERTY G-4.02 
G-8.0100 

G-8.0101 
Decisions Pertaining to Property 

Decisions Regarding Property 
G-4.0202 

G-8.0200 
G-8.0201 

All Property Held in Trust 
Property is Held in Trust 

G-4.0203 

G-8.0202 Incorporation and Trustees G-4.0101 
G-8.0300 

G-8.0301 
Property Used Contrary to the Constitution 

Property Used Contrary to Constitution 
G-4.0204 

G-8.0400 
G-8.0401 

Property of Church Dissolved or Extinct 
Property of Church Dissolved or Extinct 

G-4.0205 

G-8.0500 
G-8.0501 

Selling, Encumbering or Leasing Church Property 
Selling or Encumbering Church Property 

G-4.0206 
G-4.0206a 

G-8.0502 Leasing Church Property G-4.0206b 
G-8.0600 

G-8.0601 
Property of Church in Schism 

Property of Church in Schism 
G-4.0207 

G-8.0700 
G-8.0701 

Exceptions 
Exceptions 

G-4.0208 

   
G-9.0000 GOVERNING BODIES (REPRESENTATIVE BODIES) G-3.00 
G-9.0100 General G-3.01 

G-9.0101 Definition G-3.0102 
G-9.0102a 
G-9.0102b 

Distinct from Government of the State 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 

G-3.0103 

G-9.0103 Unity of Governing Bodies G-3.0101 
G-3.0102 
F-3.0209 

G-9.0104a 
G-9.0104b 

Participation and Representation 
Implementation 

G-3.0104 

G-9.0105 Committee on Representation -- 
G-9.0105a Governing Body Shall Elect -- 
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G-9.0105b Advise Regarding Membership -- 
G-9.0105c Advocate and Resource -- 
G-9.0105d Consult with Racial Ethnic Membership -- 
G-9.0105e Employment of Personnel -- 
G-9.0105f Stands Alone -- 
G-9.0106 Exceptions -- 

G-9.0200 
G-9.0201 
G-9.0202 
G-9.0203 
G-9.0301a 

Officers 
Officers 
Moderator and Meeting 
Clerk and Meeting 
Opening of Meetings 

G-3.0105 

G-9.0300 
G-9.0301b 

Meetings 
Opened and Closed With Prayer 

G-3.0106 

G-9.0302 Parliamentary Procedure G-3.0106 
G-9.0303 Dissent G-3.0106a 
G-9.0304 

G-9.0304a 
G-9.0304b 
G-9.0304c 

Protest 
Notice 
Minutes 
Response 

G-3.0106b 

G-9.0305 Who May Dissent or Protest G-3.0106 
G-9.0306 Judicial Decision G-3.0106 
G-9.0307 Effect G-3.0106b 
G-9.0308 Expenses -- 

G-9.0400 Principles of Administration -- 
G-9.0401 
G-9.0402a 
G-9.0402b 

Definition of Administration 
Structure of Administration 
Governing Body Nearest the Congregation 

G-3.0107 

G-9.0402c Change -- 
G-9.0403 Accountability to Governing Body G-3.0107 

3.0109 
G-9.0404a,b,d Nature of Presbyterian Polity G-3.0107 
G-9.0404c employ its staff… G-3.0110 
G-9.0405 Manuals of Operations G-3.0107 
G-9.0406 Ownership of Records G-3.0108 
G-9.0407a-d General Administrative Review G-3.0108a 
G-9.0408 
G-9.0409a 
G-9.0409b 
G-9.0410 
G-9.0411 

Special Administrative Review 
Manner of Review 
Who May Not Vote 
Action of Higher Governing Body 
Review and Correction by Judicial Process 

G-3.0108b 

G-9.0500 Committees and Commissions G-3.0109 
G-9.0501a,b Committee, Membership G-3.0109 
G-9.0502 Commissions G-3.0109 
G-9.0503a(1-7) Administrative – various functions G-3.0109b(1-6) 
G-9.0503b Judicial G-3.0109a 
G-9.0503c Additional Duties G-3.0109b 
G-9.0504a 
G-9.0504b 

G-9.0504b(1) 
G-9.0504b(2) 
G-9.0504b(3) 

G-9.0504c 

Membership 
Equal Number of Ministers and Elders 

General Assembly 
Synod 
Presbytery 

Quorum 

G-3.0109b 
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G-9.0505a 
G-9.0505b 
G-9.0505c 
G-9.0505d 

Decisions 
Hearings and Fair Procedures 
Additional Procedural Process 
-- 

G-3.0109b 

G-9.0600 Mediation Provisions -- 
G-9.0601 Mediation and Conciliation -- 
G-9.0602 Participation -- 

G-9.0700 
G-9.0701a 
G-9.070b 
G-9.0702 
G-9.0703 
G-9.0704 

Administrative Staff 
Executives 
Election of Executives 
Other Administrative Staff 
General Assembly Agency Staff 
Participation and Representation 

G-3.0110 

G-9.0705 Termination of Synod and Presbytery Staff -- 
G-9.0706 Temporary Administrative Staff -- 
G-9.0707 Emeritus/ Emerita  -- 

G-9.0800 
G-9.0801a 
G-9.0801b 

Nominating Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Responsibility 

G-3.0111 

G-9.0801c Consult with the Committee on Representation -- 
G-9.0801d Relevant Provisions G-3.0111 

G-9.0900 Summary of Structures -- 
G-9.0901 Councils, Committees, and Commissions G-3.0109 
G-9.0902 Structures Listed -- 
G-9.0902a In the Presbytery -- 
G-9.0902b In the Synod -- 
G-9.0902c In the General Assembly -- 

   
G-10.0000 SESSIONS G-3.02 
G-10.0100 General G-3.0201 

G-10.0101 Membership G-3.0201 
G-10.0102 Responsibilities G-3.0201 
G-10.0102a provide opportunities for evangelism… G-3.0201a 
G-10.0102b receive members… G-3.0201c 
G-10.0102c lead the congregation in participation in mission…  G-3.0201c 
G-10.0102d provide for the worship of the people of God… G-3.0201a 
G-10.0102e provide for the growth of its members … G-3.0201a-c 
G-10.0102f develop and supervise the church school… G-3.0201a,c 
G-10.0102g lead congregation in ministries of healing… G-3.0201a 
G-10.0102h challenge the people of God with stewardship… G-3.0201c 
G-10.0102i establish the annual budget… G-3.0205 
G-10.0102j lead the congregation continually… -- 
G-10.0102k engage in education and growth of the session… -- 
G-10.0102l instruct, examine, ordain, install elders and deacons… -- 
G-10.0102m delegate and supervise the work of the deacons… G-3.0201c 
G-10.0102n provide for the administration of the program… G-3.0201c 
G-10.0102o provide for the management of the property… G-3.0201c, G-

3.0205 
G-10.0102p(1) elect commissioners to presbytery… G-3.0202a 
G-10.0102p(2) nominate to synod and General Assembly G-3.0202b 
G-10.0102p(3) principles of participation and inclusiveness… G-3.0202b 
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G-10.0102p(4) observe, carry out instructions of higher governing 
bodies…  

G-3.0202c 

G-10.0102p(5) welcome representatives of the presbytery… G-3.0202d 
G-10.0102p(6) propose to the presbytery… G-3.0202e 
G-10.0102p(7) send annually statistical and other information… G-3.0202f 
G-10.0102q establish and maintain ecumenical relationships… G-3.0201a 
G-10.0102r serve in judicial matters… G-3.0201c 
G-10.0102s keep an accurate roll of the membership of the 

church… 
G-3.0204a 

G-10.0103a Moderator G-3.0201 
G-10.0103b When Without a Pastor G-3.0201 
G-10.0103c Judicial Cases G-3.0109, G-3.0201 

G-10.0200 Meetings G-3.0203 
G-10.0201 Meetings G-3.0203 
G-10.0202 Quorum G-3.0203 

G-10.0300 Minutes and Records G-3.0204 
G-10.0301 Minutes G-3.0204 
G-10.0302 Rolls and Registers G-3.0204 
G-10.0302a Membership Rolls G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302a(1) Baptized Members’ Roll -- 
G-10.0302a(2)(a) Active Members’ Roll -- 
G-10.0302a(2)(b) Affiliate Members Certified -- 
G-10.0302a(2)(c) When Active Members Move -- 
G-10.0302a(3)(a) Inactive Members’ Roll -- 
G-10.0302a(3)(b) A nonresident member -- 
G-10.0302a(4) Affiliate Members’ Roll  -- 
G-10.0302b Deletion from Rolls G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302b(1) Certificate of Transfer G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302b(2) When Church Dissolved -- 
G-10.0302b(3) Request Termination G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302b(4) Joins Another Church G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302b(5) Nonresident Member Inactive G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302b(6) Moved and Unknown G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302b(7) Inactive Roll for Two Years G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302b(8) Member Dies G-3.0204a 
G-10.0302c Registers G-3.0204b 
G-10.0302c(1) Marriages -- 
G-10.0302c(2)(a, 
b) 

Baptisms G-3.0204b 

G-10.0302c(3) Elders G-3.0204b 
G-10.0302c(4) Deacons G-3.0204b 
G-10.0302c(5) Pastors, co-pastors -- 

G-10.0400 Church Finances G-3.0205 
G-10.0401a-d Finances G-3.0205a-d 

   
G-11.0000 PRESBYTERIES G-3.03 
G-11.0100 General G-3.0301 

G-11.0101 Membership G-3.0301 
G-11.0101a Churches with membership over 500 shall be represented 

as follows: 
-- 

G-11.0101b Imbalance  G-3.0301 
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G-11.0101c Each elder elected moderator shall be enrolled  G-3.0301 
G-11.0102 Minimum G-3.0301 
G-11.0103 Responsibilities G-3.0301 
G-11.0103a to develop strategy for the mission  G-3.0303a 
G-11.0103b to coordinate the work of its member churches,  G-3.0301 
G-11.0103c to initiate mission  G-3.0303a 
G-11.0103d to implement, consistent with G-9.0104, the principles 

of participation,  
G-3.0104 

G-11.0103e to counsel with a particular church  G-3.0301a 
G-11.0103f to provide encouragement, guidance, in the areas of 

leadership  
G-3.0301a 

G-11.0103g to provide pastoral care for the  G-3.0308 
G-11.0103h to organize new churches and to receive and unite 

churches  
G-3.0301a 

G-11.0103i to divide, dismiss, or dissolve churches  G-3.0303b 
G-11.0103j to control the location of new churches and of churches 

desiring to move; 
G-3.0303b 

G-11.0103k to take special oversight of churches without pastors,  G-3.0301a 
G-11.0103l to enter into covenant relationship Inq and Cands  G-3.0308 
G-11.0103m to elect elder and minister readers of examinations  G-3.0302a 
G-11.0103n to ordain, receive, dismiss, install, remove, and 

discipline ministers  
G-3.0301c 

G-11.0103o to establish the pastoral relationship  G-3.0301a 
G-11.0103p to designate ministers to work as teachers G-3.0307 
G-11.0103q to receive under its care persons preparing for 

professional service  
G-3.0301a,  
G-3.0308 

G-11.0103r to serve in judicial matters in accordance with the Rules 
of Discipline; 

G-3.0301c 

G-11.0103s to assume original jurisdiction  G-3.0303d 
G-11.0103t to maintain regular and continuing relationship  G-3.0302 
G-11.0103t(1) electing commissioners to the synod and to the General  G-3.0302a 
G-11.0103t(2) seeing that the orders of higher governing bodies are 

observed  
G-3.0302b 

G-11.0103t(3) proposing to the synod or the General Assembly  G-3.0302c 
G-11.0103u to establish and maintain those ecumenical relationships  G-3.0301a 
G-11.0103v to establish and superintend the agencies G-3.0103 
G-11.0103w to establish a nominating committee  G-3.0111 
G-11.0103x to review session minutes and records at least once each 

year; 
G-3.0108a 

G-11.0103y to consider and act upon requests regarding real 
property; 

G-3.0303e 

G-11.0103z to authorize specific elders for periods  G-3.0301b 
G-11.0103aa to deal with prevailing, emerging, and emergency issues 

of racism,  
-- 

G-11.0200 Meetings G-3.0304 
G-11.0201 Meetings G-3.0304 
G-11.0202 Quorum G-3.0304 
G-11.0203 Corresponding Members -- 

G-11.0300 Other Provisions -- 
G-11.0301 Participation G-3.0104 
G-11.0302 Committee on Representation -- 
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G-11.0303 Staff G-3.0110 
G-11.0304 Budget G-3.0306 
G-11.0305 Records G-3.0305 
G-11.0306 Annual Report G-3.0302d 
G-11.0307 Audit G-3.0306 
G-11.0308 Insurance G-3.0306 

G-11.0400 Minister Members G-2.0301 
G-11.0401a Membership of Ministers G-2.0301, G-3.0307 
G-11.0401b Authority to Labor G-2.0301, G-3.0301 
G-11.0402 Minister Seeking Membership G-2.0301, G-3.0307 
G-11.0403 Criteria for Ministry of Continuing Members G-2.0302a-e 
(new) …shall require proclamation of the Word… G-2.0302f 
G-11.0404a-f Ministers of Other Denominations: G-2.0306, 2.0306a 
G-11.0404e Enrollment G-2.0307 
G-11.0405a In Correspondence With G-2.0306b, G-

2.0307 
G-11.0405b [No caption in regular BoO] G-2.0306 
G-11.0406a-c Continuing Members G-2.0302 
G-11.0407 Rolls G-2.0301, G-2.0504 
G-11.0408 Validated ministries G-2.0302 
G-11.0409 Service in Congregations of This Church G-2.0303 
G-11.0410 In Other Service of This Church G-2.0301 
G-11.0411 In Service Beyond the Jurisdiction of The Church G-2.0301 
G-11.0412 Honorably Retired G-2.0302 
G-11.0413 Members- at-Large and Inactive Members G-2.0302 
G-11.0414 Release from the Exercise of Ordained Office G-2.0308 
G-11.0415 Minister to Be Placed on Inactive Roll -- 
G-11.0416 Minister Joining Another Denomination -- 

G-11.0500 Committee on Ministry -- 
G-11.0501a Nature and Membership --3

G-11.0501b Membership and Quorum -- 
G-11.0502 Responsibilities -- 
G-11.0502a visit regularly and consult with each minister  -- 
G-11.0502b make recommendations to presbytery regarding calls  -- 
G-11.0502c visit with each session  -- 
G-11.0502d counsel with churches regarding calls for pastoral  -- 
G-11.0502e counsel with churches regarding designated pastor  -- 
G-11.0502f counsel with sessions regarding stated supplies -- 
G-11.0502g provide for the implementation of equal opportunity  -- 
G-11.0502h may be given authority by the presbytery  G-3.0308 
G-11.0502i serve as an instrument of presbytery  G-3.0103c 
G-11.0502j exercise wise discretion  G-3.0103c 
G-11.0502j(1) take the initiative to. G-3.0103c 
G-11.0502j(2) offer its help. G-3.0103c 
G-11.0502j(3) act to correct the difficulties. G-3.0103c 
G-11.0503 Open Communication -- 
G-11.0504 Synod and General Assembly Agencies -- 

                                                 
3 While a presbytery may choose to form a committee or commission with responsibilities similar to the current 
committee on ministry in order to address relationships between pastors and congregations, the proposed Form of 
Government does not mandate this committee. 
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G-12.0000 SYNODS G-3.04 
G-12.0100 General G-3.0401 

G-12.0101 Membership G-3.0401 
G-12.0102 Responsibilities G-3.0401 
G-12.0102a develop a broad strategy for mission G-3.0401a 
G-12.0102b initiate mission G-3.0401a 
G-12.0102c develop joint plans and objectives G-3.0403a 
G-12.0102d implement principles of participation and inclusiveness G-3.0104 
G-12.0102e develop and provide resource to presbyteries G-3.0403b 
G-12.0102f consult with presbyteries… G-3.0107 
G-12.0102g coordinate work of COMs G-3.0401a 
G-12.0102h facilitate communication G-3.0401a 
G-12.0102i facilitate joint action with other denominations G-3.0401a 
G-12.0102j provide services and programs for presbyteries G-3.0401a 
G-12.0102k organize, divide, unite, combine presbyteries G-3.0403c 
G-12.0102l serve in judicial matters G-3.0401c 
G-12.0102m warn or bear witness against error G-3.0401c 
G-12.0102n review records of presbyteries G-3.0801a 
G-12.0102o,1-2 maintain relationship with General Assembly G-3.0402 
G-12.0102p establish and maintain ecumenical relationships G-3.0401a 
G-12.0102q provide a system of administrative services G-3.0107 
G-12.0102r establish and superintend agencies and task forces G-3.0107 
G-12.0102s establish a nominating committee G-3.0111 
G-12.0102t deal with issues of racism -- 

G-12.0200 Meetings G-3.0405 
G-12.0201 Meetings G-3.0405 
G-12.0202 Quorum G-3.0405 
G-12.0203 Corresponding Members G-3.0401 
G-12.0204 Participation G-3.0401 

G-12.0300 Other Provisions G-3.0406 
G-12.0301 Committee on Representation -- 
G-12.0302 Staff G-3.0110 
G-12.0303 General Mission Budget G-3.0407 
G-12.0304 Records G-3.0406 
G-12.0305 Audit G-3.0407 
G-12.0306 Insurance G-3.0407 
(New) Reduced Function G-3.0404 

   
G-13.0000 GENERAL ASSEMBLY G-3.05 
G-13.0100 The General Assembly G-3.0501 

G-13.0101 Definition G-3.0501 
G-13.0102a,b,c Membership G-3.0501 
G-13.0103 Responsibilities G-3.0501 
G-13.0103a set priorities for the work of the church  G-3.0501a 
G-13.0103b develop overall objectives for mission  G-3.0501a 
G-13.0103c provide the essential program functions G-3.0501a 
G-13.0103d establish, administer national/worldwide ministries  G-3.0501a 
G-13.0103e provide a system of administrative services  G-3.0107 
G-13.0103f provide services for the whole church  G-3.0501c 
G-13.0103g establish, maintain office of the General Assembly G-3.0501c 
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G-13.0103h establish and superintend the agencies G-3.0501c 
G-13.0103i adopt the comprehensive budget G-3.0501c 
G-13.0103j provide for communication within the church G-3.0501c 
G-13.0103k oversee the work of the synods  G-3.0502b  
G-13.0103l review the records of the synods G-3.0108a, G-

3.0502c 
G-13.0103m organize, divide, unite,  synods G-3.0502d 
G-13.0103n approve organization, division, uniting, of presbyteries  G-3.0502e 
G-13.0103o to serve in judicial matters G-3.0501c 
G-13.0103p warn or bear witness against error G-3.0501c 
G-13.0103q decide controversies brought before it G-3.0501c 
G-13.0103r provide authoritative interpretation G-3.0501c 
G-13.0103s establish and maintain ecumenical relationships G-3.0501a 
G-13.0103t correspond with other churches G-3.0501a 
G-13.0103u receive under its jurisdiction ecclesiastical bodies G-3.0501a 
G-13.0103v authorize synods to exercise similar power -- 
G-13.0103w unite with other churches G-3.0501a 
G-13.0103x review the work of the Office of the General Assembly G-3.0501c 
G-13.0104 Meetings G-3.0503 
G-13.0105 Quorum G-3.0503 
G-13.0106 Corresponding Members G-3.0501 
G-13.0107 Synod Participation -- 
G-13.0108 Committee on Representation G-3.0104 
G-13.0109 Staff G-3.0110 
G-13.0110 Records -- 
G-13.0111a,b General Assembly Nominating Committee G-3.0111 
G-13.0112a-e Advisory Committee on the Constitution G-6.02,  

G-13.0200 General Assembly Council -- 
G-13.0201a-l Responsibilities -- 
G-13.0202a-e Membership -- 
G-13.0203 Manual of Operations -- 

   
G-14.0000 ORDINATION, CERTIFICATION, AND 

COMMISSIONING 
G-2.00 

G-14.0100 ORDINATION FOR CHURCH OFFICE G-2.02 
G-14.0101 Ordination G-2.0205, G-2.0501 
G-14.0102 Commissioning G-2.0803 
G-14.0103 Servant Style G-2.0101 

G-14.0200 Electing and Ordaining Elders and Deacons G-2.0203 
G-14.0201 Election Provisions G-2.0203 
G-14.0202 Exemptions for certain congregations -- 
G-14.0203 Office Is Perpetual G-2.0207 
G-14.0204 Congregational Meeting G-2.0203 
G-14.0205 Preparation for Office G-2.0204 
G-14.0206 Service of Ordination and Installation G-2.0205 
G-14.0207 Constitutional Questions to Officers W-4.4000 
G-14.0208 Constitutional Questions to Congregation W-4.4000  
G-14.0209 Prayer and Laying on of Hands W-4.4000 
G-14.0210 Dissolution of Relationship G-2.0208 
G-14.0211 Release from the Exercise of Ordained Office G-2.0209 

G-14.0300 Preparation for the Office of Minister of the Word and G-2.04 
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Sacrament  
G-14.0301 Presbytery Responsibility G-2.0401 
G-14.0302 Inquiry Defined G-2.0403 
G-14.0303a-f Inquiry Phase G-2.0402 
G-14.0303g Each inquirer shall demonstrate adequate promise for 

ministry 
G-2.0403 

G-14.0304 Candidacy Defined G-2.0404 
G-14.0305 Candidacy Process G-2.0407 
G-14.0306 Duties of Presbytery and Session G-2.0405 
G-14.0307 Service in Covenant Relationship G-2.0406 
G-14.0308 Annual Report -- 
G-14.0309 Consultation and Guidance G-2.0407 
G-14.0310a Final Assessment G-2.0407 
G-14.0310b Requirements to be Certified Ready for Examination G-2.0407 

G-14.0310b(1) Demonstrate readiness to begin ministry . . . G-2.0407a 
G-14.0310b(2) Presentation of a transcript from theological institution 

. . . 
G-2.0407b 

G-14.0310b(3) Educational Requirements G-2.0407c 
G-14.0310b(4) Examination Requirements G-2.0407d 

G-14.0311 Transfer of Covenant Relationship G-2.0408 
G-14.0312 Removal from Covenant Relationship G-2.0409 
G-14.0313 Extraordinary Circumstances G-2.0410 
G-14.0314 Location of ordination G-2.0502 

G-14.0400 Ordination for The Ministry of the Word and 
Sacrament 

G-2.05 

G-14.0401 Ordination of Candidates G-2.0501 
G-14.0402 Examination for Ordination G-2.0502 
G-14.0403 Extraordinary Circumstances G-2.0410 
G-14.0404 Place of Ordination G-2.0502 
G-14.0405 Ordination Service G-2.0503 
G-14.0406 Ordination Recorded G-2.0504 

G-14.0500 Calling and Installing Ministers of the Word and 
Sacrament 

G-2.06 

G-14.0501 Pastors, Co-Pastors, and Associate Pastors G-2.0303 
G-14.0502a Election of a Pastor G-2.0601, 2.0602 
G-14.0502b Work of the Committee G-2.0603 
G-14.0502c Report of the Committee G-2.0603 
G-14.0503 Congregational Meeting G-2.0603 
G-14.0504 Larger Parish -- 
G-14.0505 Dissent G-2.0604 
G-14.0506 The Call G-2.0605 
G-14.0507 Calls Presented and Received G-2.0301 
G-14.0509 Installation of Minister G-2.0606 
G-14.0510 Installation Service G-2.0606 
G-14.0511 Welcome -- 
G-14.0512 More than One Church -- 
G-14.0513 Temporary Pastoral Offices G-2.0304 
G-14.0514 Ministers of Other Churches G-2.0306b 
G-14.0515 Parish Associate G-2.0305 
G-14.0517 Validated Ministry: Call, Installation, Recognition G-2.0301 

G-14.0600 Dissolution of Pastoral Relationships G-2.07 
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G-14.0601 By Presbytery G-2.0701, G-2.0704 
G-14.0602 Request by the Minister G-2.0702 
G-14.0603 Request by the Congregation G-2.0703 
G-14.0604 [Stricken by action of the 200th General Assembly 

(1988)] 
-- 

G-14.0605 Pastor Emeritus, Emerita -- 
G-14.0606 Officiate by Invitation Only G-2.0705 

G-14.0700 Certified Christian Educator G-2.09 
G-14.0701 Christian Educators G-2.0901 
G-14.0702 The Certified Educator G-2.0902 
G-14.0703 Certification -- 
G-14.0704 Educator Certification Council -- 
G-14.0705 Presbytery G-2.0902 

G-14.0800 Other Certified Employees G-2.10 
G-14.0801 Commissioned Lay Pastor G-2.08 
G-14.0801a Commissioned Lay Pastor G-2.0802 
G-14.0801b Period Valid G-2.0802 
G-14.0801c Authorization to Perform Functions G-2.0801 
G-14.0801d Supervision G-2.0804 
G-14.0801e-f [No captions] G-2.0801 
G-14.0801g Questions Asked G-2.0803 
G-14.0801h Prayer and Statement G-2.0803 
G-14.0802 Other Certified Lay Employees G-2.1001 
G-14.0803 Notification of Status -- 
G-14.0804 Recognition by Presbytery G-2.1001 

   
G-15.0000 RELATIONSHIPS G-5.00 
G-15.0100 Ecumenical Commitment G-3.03, G-5.01 

G-15.0101 Openness G-5.0101 
G-15.0102 Other Christian Bodies G-5.0101 
G-15.0103 All Levels G-5.0102 
G-15.0104 Non-Christian Religious Bodies G-5.0101 
G-15.0105 Secular Groups G-5.0103 

G-15.0200 Relations with Other Denominations G.5.02 
G-15.0201 Churches in Correspondence G-5.0201-.0202 
G-15.0202 Recognition of Ordination G-2.0306 
G-15.0203a-b Reception and Dismissal of Churches -- 
G-15.0204a Federated or Union Churches G-5.05 
G-15.0204b Federated Church G-5.05a, 

G-15.0300 Church Union G-5.03 
G-15.0301  Organic Union G-5.03 
G-15.0302a-d Ecumenical Statements G-5.0203 

   
G-16.0000 UNION CHURCHES G-5.05 
G-16.0100 Union with Other Reformed Churches G-5.05 
G-16.0200 Plan of Union --  

G-16.0201a Plan of Union General G-5.05b 
G-16.0201b Purpose G-5.05b 
G-16.0201c Name -- 
G-16.0201d Subjection -- 
G-16.0201e Records -- 
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G-16.0201f-i, o-
p, r, u 

(various provisions of plan of union) -- 

G-16.0201j-k Ministers -- 
G-16.0201l-n Incorporation, Property, and Trustees -- 
G-16.0201s Judicial cases -- 
G-16.0201t Pension -- 
G-16.0201v Conflict of Constitutions -- 
G-16.0201w Dissolution -- 
G-16.0201x Dismissal -- 

G-16.0300 Particular Churches of Other Denominations G-5.05 
G-16.0400 Plan of Union -- 

 (The revision of does not distinguish between unions with 
Reformed and non-Reformed congregations. All plans of union 

are covered under the provisions of G-5.0503.) 

 

G-16.0500 Exception -- 
G-16.0501 No Change in Constitution  G-5.05b 
   
G-17.0000 UNION GOVERNING BODIES G-5.04 
G-17.0100 Authorization G-5.04 
G-17.0200 Plan of Union -- 

G-17.0201 Plan of Union G-5.0402 
G-17.0201a General G-5.0402 
G-17.0201b Purpose -- 
G-17.0201c Constitutional Requirements G-5.0401 
G-17.0201c(1-4) Constitutional Requirements -- 
G-17.0201c(5-6) Appeals and Complaints -- 
G-17.0201c(7) Conflict of Constitutions G-5.0401 
G-17.0201c(8) Exemption -- 
G-17.0201d Membership of the Union Presbytery -- 
G-17.0201e Membership -- 
G-17.0201f Ministers -- 
G-17.0201g General Mission and Benevolence -- 
G-17.0201h Incorporation -- 
G-17.0201i Standing Rules -- 
G-17.0201j Pension Plan -- 
G-17.0201k Dissolution -- 

G-17.0300 Exemption -- 
G-17.0301 No Change in Constitution -- 

   
G-18.0000 AMENDMENTS G-6.00 
G-18.0100 Reform G-6.01 

G-18.0101 Reform by Amendment G-6.01 
G-18.0200 Confessional Documents G-6.03 

G-18.0201a,b Amendments to Confessional Documents G-6.03 
G-18.0300 Book of Order G-6.04 

G-18.0301a-d Amendments to the Book of Order G-6.04 
G-18.0302 Provision Not to Be Amended G-6.0502 
(New) Amending the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity G-6.0501 

G-18.0400-.0401 Amending the Special Provisions G-6.06  
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