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Friday, June 27, 2008, 8:30 A.M. 

 

The 218th General Assembly (2008) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was reconvened at 8:30 a.m. with Moderator 

Bruce Reyes-Chow presiding. Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized the Reverend Stephen Kendall of the Presbyterian Church 

in Canada, who led the assembly in the opening prayer. 

 

 

Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized Bruce Hedgepeth, moderator of the Assembly Committee on Bills and Overtures, for 

a report from the committee. 

 

The assembly approved revisions to the docket (Item 02-04, see page 137). The assembly acted to approve a one-minute 

limit on speeches for Friday business sessions and to cancel any scheduled speakout sessions. 

 

Hedgepeth reported that the Assembly Committee on Bills and Overtures examined the minutes of the General Assembly 

of Wednesday, June 25, 2008, and found them in order. The assembly approved Item 02-02. (See page 135.) 

 

Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized George Kimm, moderator of the Assembly Committee on General Assembly Proce-

dures, for a report on financial implications to the per capita budget of actions taken at this assembly. Kimm reported that the 

total financial implications of actions approved by the assembly to date were $8,495 for 2008; $164,845 for 2009; and 

$38,165 for 2010. Items recommended by assembly committees, but yet to be considered by the assembly, amount to: 

$44,835 for 2008; $176,540 for 2009; and $80,430 for 2010. Kimm asked the assembly to be mindful of the per capita budget 

implications of proposed actions. 

 

 

Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized Kears Pollock, moderator of the Assembly Committee on Mission Coordination and 

Budgets, for a report on financial implications to the mission budget of actions taken at this assembly. Pollock announced 

that the total financial implications of actions approved by the assembly to date were $380 for 2008; $121,275 for 2009; and 

$12,752 for 2010. Items recommended by assembly committees, but yet to be considered by the assembly amount to: $8,378 

for 2008; $112,237 for 2009; and $43,486 for 2010. 

 

 

Moderator Bruce Reyes-Chow called for the election of the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, as required by Stand-

ing Rule H. In accordance with the same Standing Rule, Stated Clerk Clifton Kirkpatrick yielded the clerkôs chair to Alyson 

Janke, stated clerk of the Presbytery of John Knox. Janke described the procedure for the election.  

 

Having been nominated during a previous meeting of the assembly (see pages 5, 77), the nominee of the committee, 

Gradye Parsons, and the three other candidates for stated clerk, Edward Koster, William Tarbell, and Winfield Jones, were 

afforded an opportunity to address the General Assembly for five minutes each. The candidates then responded to questions 

from the floor for a period of one hour. The candidates were then escorted from the hall by Platform Manager Conrad Rocha. 

Acting Stated Clerk Alyson Janke explained the electronic voting procedures and Moderator Reyes-Chow led the assembly in 

prayer. 

 

Gradye Parsons was elected Stated Clerk of the General Assembly on the first ballot, receiving a total of 405 votes. Of 

the total votes cast Winfield Jones received 176, Edward Koster received 110, and William Tarbell received 21. 

Moderator Reyes-Chow declared that Gradye Parsons was duly elected to the office of Stated Clerk of the General As-

sembly. 

 

Stated Clerk-elect Gradye Parsons was accompanied to the platform by family members and friends. Moderator Reyes-

Chow led a service of installation for Stated Clerk-elect Parsons. Dennis Hughes, Donnie Woods, and Catherine Ulrich parti-

cipated in leading the service. Kathy Parsons led the assembly in prayer. 
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Parsons addressed the assembly, promising to always offer the assembly his very best. 

 

 

Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized Dan Holloway, moderator of the Assembly Committee on Church Orders and Minis-

try, for a report from the committee. 

 

The assembly approved Item 05-03 as amended and answered Item 05-18 with the action taken on Item 05-03. 

 

The assembly approved Item 05-12 as amended and answered Items 05-01, 05-02, 05-04, 05-05, 05-07, and 05-10 with 

the action taken on Item 05-12. 

 

Holloway moved the committee recommendation on Item 05-09. A minority report was introduced. The minority report 

was perfected. The main motion was perfected. Moderator Reyes-Chow put the question to the assembly, ñShall the minority 

report become the main motion?ò The minority report was defeated. The assembly approved Item 05-09 with comment. 

 

The assembly answered Items 05-06, 05-08, 05-11, and 05-13 with the action taken on Item 05-09. 

 

The report of the committee was continued by Vice-Moderator Barbara Farley. 

 

The assembly approved Items 05-14 and 05-15. The assembly approved Items 05-16 and 05-17. 

 

This concluded the report of the Assembly Committee on Church Orders and Ministry and the committee report is as fol-

lows: 

 

 

Assembly Committee on Church Orders and Ministry 

 

[There are no items for the consent agenda and there are no items with financial implications in this report.] 

 

Item 05-01. On Rescinding the Action of the 217th General Assembly (2006) on Recommendation Five of the Re-

port of the Theological Task Force on Peace, Unity, and PurityðAnswered by the action taken on Item 05-12. (See 

page 345.) 

 

Item 05-02. On Requesting that All Actions of the 217th General Assembly Related to the Report of the Task 

Force on Peace, Unity, and Purity be Fully RescindedðAnswered by the action taken on Item 05-12. (See page 352.) 

 

Item 05-03. On Directing the Stated Clerk to Collect and/or Develop Models of Examination Proceduresð

Approved as amended. (See page 353.) 

 

Item 05-04. On Rescinding Recommendation 5 of the Theological Task Force Report, and Adopting a New Au-

thoritative Interpretation Regarding Ordination StandardsðAnswered by the action taken on Item 05-12. (See page 

358.) 

 

Item 05-05. On Approving an Authoritative Interpretation to G -6.0108, ñFreedom of Conscience - Interpretation 

of ScripturesòðAnswered by the action taken on Item 05-12.  (See page 361.) 

 

Item 05-06. On Deleting G-6.0106b, and on Providing a New Authoritative InterpretationðAnswered by the ac-

tion taken on Item 05-09. (See page 364.) 

 

Item 05-07. On Amending G-6.0106b and G-6.0108b to Clarify the Requirement that Mandatory Provisions of the 

Book of Order Be Enforced by Ordaining BodiesðAnswered by the action taken on Item 05-12. (See page 368.) 

 

Item 05-08. On Deleting G-6.0106b and Approving an Authoritative InterpretationðAnswered by the action tak-

en on Item 05-09. (See page 370.) 

 

Item 05-09. On Deleting G-6.0106b and Substituting a new Paragraph in its place; on Amending G14.0240 and G-

14.0450; and on Providing a New Authoritative InterpretationðApproved with comment. (See page 371.) 

 

Item 05-10. On Amending G-6.0108b, ñFreedom of Conscience within Certain Bounds,ò to Include a Freedom of 

Ordaining Bodies within Certain BoundsðAnswered by the action taken on Item 05-12. (See page 374.) 
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Item 05-11. On Amending G-6.0106b and Providing a New Authoritative InterpretationðAnswered by the action 

taken on Item 05-09. (See page 377.) 

 

Item 05-12. On Adopting an Authoritative Interpretation of G-6.0108 to Ensure Proper Application of Ordination 

StandardsðApproved as amended. (See page 379.) 

 

Item 05-13. On Replacing G-6.0106b With a New Paragraph, and Providing A New Authoritative Interpret a-

tionðAnswered by the action taken on Item 05-09. (See page 383.) 

 

Item 05-14. G-14.0482, Ordaining to Non-Called PositionsðApproved. (See page 385.) 

 

Item 05-15. G-14.0550, Non-Ministers are Temporary SuppliesðApproved. (See page 386.) 

 

Item 05-16. Interpretation of PUPðApproved. (See page 387.) 

 

Item 05-17. Omission of Reference to Directory of Worship from G-6.0108aðApproved. (See page 388.) 

 

Item 05-18. On Directing the Stated Clerk to Collect and/or Develop Models of Examination Proceduresð Ans-

wered by the action taken on Item 05-03. (See page 389.) 

 

Dissents 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-01 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-02 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise. 

 

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-03 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise; and David Speering, Presbytery of Charlotte. 

 

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-05 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Erma Jones, Presbytery of Cherokee; Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise; and David Speering, Presbytery 

of Charlotte. 

 

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-06 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Walt Dellow, Presbytery of John Calvin; and Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-07 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise. 

 

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-08 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Toby Gurley, Presbytery of South Alabama; and Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise. 

 

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-09 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Steve Aeschbacher, Presbytery of Seattle; Clay Allard, Presbytery of Grace; Lisa Baker, Presbytery of 

Southern New England; Valerie Bell, Presbytery of Peace River; Christine Bohn, Presbytery of Detroit; George Bones, Pres-

bytery of New Covenant; Rick Boogaard, Presbytery of Seattle; Brad Buff, Presbytery of Inland Northwest; Deena Candler, 

Presbytery of Missouri River Valley; Jim Caprell, Presbytery of Foothills; Maurice Caskey, Presbytery of San Diego; Cricket 

Cohen, Presbytery of West Jersey; Clinton Cottrell, Presbytery of Peace River; Gerald Coutant, Presbytery of Northeast 

Georgia; Jeanne Cox, Presbytery of Upper Ohio Valley; Bob Davis, Presbytery of San Diego; Leslie Day-Ebert, Presbytery 

of Los Ranchos; Peter deVries, Presbytery of Beaver-Butler; Sylvia Dooling, Presbytery of Plains and Peaks; Lisa Lani Eas-

terling, Presbytery of South Louisiana; Mark Evans, Presbytery of Beaver-Butler; Robert Farrow, Presbytery of Santa Barba-

ra; Douglas Fletcher, Presbytery of Mission; Jack Foley, Presbytery of Cherokee; David Freehling, Presbytery of Pueblo; 

George Gardner, Presbytery of Beaver-Butler; David Grove, Presbytery of Cherokee; Michael Haggin, Presbytery of Los 

Ranchos; John Hamilton, Presbytery of Blackhawk; Timothy Havlicek, Presbytery of Coastal Carolina; Bruce Hedgepeth, 

Presbytery of Central Florida; Hank Heidler, Presbytery of West Jersey; Mark Hunt, Presbytery of Charleston-Atlantic; Tim 

Hunt, Presbytery of San Francisco; Erma Jones, Presbytery of Cherokee; Sally Kirby, Presbytery of Peace River; Conway 

Lanford, Presbytery of New Hope; Freda Lawther, Presbytery of Lake Huron; Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise; Tamara 

Letts, Presbytery of Yukon; Jeffrey Leininger, Presbytery of Palisades; Charlie Little, Presbytery of Santa Barbara; Laura 

Long, Presbytery of Western North Carolina; Jesse Mabanglo, Presbytery of Seattle; Lee Martin, Presbytery of Peace River; 

Gary Mathews, Presbytery of Eastern Oklahoma; Linda Matkins, Presbytery of South Dakota; Steven Matthies, Presbytery of 

Whitewater Valley; Duncan McColl, Presbytery of Los Ranchos; Emily McColl, Presbytery of Los Ranchos; Curt McFar-



FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2008 

 

land, Presbytery of Central Washington; Catherine McGowen, Presbytery of South Louisiana; Rick Mechtly, Presbytery of 

Northeast Georgia; Henry Meeuwse, Presbytery of Charleston-Atlantic; Richard Mills, Presbytery of Pittsburgh; Maurice 

Mitchell, Presbytery of Cincinnati; James Moelk, Presbytery of Lake Erie; Todd Mulford, Presbytery of South Louisiana; 

Tom Murray, Presbytery of Eastern Oklahoma; Ron Oldenkamp, Presbytery of Sacramento; Louis Paradise, Presbytery of 

San Joaquin; Mark Patterson, Presbytery of Santa Barbara; Scott Paul-Bonham, Presbytery of Ohio Valley; Gary Pichon, 

Presbytery of Cherokee; Marjorie Poggas, Presbytery of Yukon; Gene Price, Presbytery of New Covenant; Karen Rogers, 

Presbytery of Cimarron; Frederick Seay, Presbytery of South Louisiana; John Sheldon, Presbytery of West Jersey; Archie 

Smith, Presbytery of San Joaquin; David Speering, Presbytery of Charlotte; William Stepp, Presbytery of Tropical Florida; 

Donna Steven, Presbytery of North Central Iowa; Betsy Straeter, Presbytery of San Gabriel; Thomas Straeter, Presbytery of 

San Diego; William Teng, Presbytery of National Capital; Paul Terry, Presbytery of Southern New England; David Ullom, 

Presbytery of North Central Iowa; Burfoot Ward, Presbytery of Lake Erie; Bob Welsh, Presbytery of Central Washington; 

and Charles Winkelman, Presbytery of Northumberland. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-10 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise. 

 

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-12 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Steve Aeschbacher, Presbytery of Seattle; Clay Allard, Presbytery of Grace; Lisa Baker, Presbytery of 

Southern New England; Laureen Bodnar, Presbytery of Pittsburgh; Christine Bohn, Presbytery of Detroit; George Bones, 

Presbytery of New Covenant; Rick Boogaard, Presbytery of Seattle; Deena Candler, Presbytery of Missouri River Valley; 

Maurice Caskey, Presbytery of San Diego; Cricket Cohen, Presbytery of West Jersey; Nancy Cormack-Hughes, Presbytery of 

Utah; Jeanne Cox, Presbytery of Upper Ohio Valley; Bob Davis, Presbytery of San Diego; Leslie Day-Ebert, Presbytery of 

Los Ranchos; Peter deVries, Presbytery of Beaver-Butler; Sylvia Dooling, Presbytery of Plains and Peaks; Dale Dykstra, 

Presbytery of Blackhawk; Mark Evans, Presbytery of Beaver-Butler; Jon Faraone, Presbytery of Western Kentucky; Robert 

Farrow, Presbytery of Santa Barbara; Douglas Fletcher, Presbytery of Mission; Jack Foley, Presbytery of Cherokee; Doug 

Garrard, Presbytery of Riverside; David Grove, Presbytery of Cherokee; John Hamilton, Presbytery of Blackhawk; Chip 

Hatcher, Presbytery of St. Andrew; Bruce Hedgepeth, Presbytery of Central Florida; Hank Heidler, Presbytery of West Jer-

sey; Douglas Hileman, Presbytery of Donegal; Bill Hoffman, Presbytery of Shenango; Tim Hunt, Presbytery of San Francis-

co; Mike Lambert, Presbytery of Los Ranchos; Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise; Jeffrey Leininger, Presbytery of Palisades; 

Charlie Little, Presbytery of Santa Barbara; Jesse Mabanglo, Presbytery of Seattle; Gary Mathews, Presbytery of Eastern 

Oklahoma; Linda Matkins, Presbytery of South Dakota; Steven Matthies, Presbytery of Whitewater Valley; Duncan McColl, 

Presbytery of Los Ranchos; Emily McColl, Presbytery of Los Ranchos; Curt McFarland, Presbytery of Central Washington; 

Catherine McGowen, Presbytery of South Louisiana; Rick Mechtly, Presbytery of Northeast Georgia; Richard Mills, Presby-

tery of Pittsburgh; James Moelk, Presbytery of Lake Erie; Tom Murray, Presbytery of Eastern Oklahoma; Ron Oldenkamp, 

Presbytery of Sacramento; Louis Paradise, Presbytery of San Joaquin; Doris Pate, Presbytery of San Diego; Mark Patterson, 

Presbytery of Santa Barbara; Gary Pichon, Presbytery of Cherokee; Gene Price, Presbytery of New Covenant; Lawrence Ru-

by, Presbytery of Pittsburgh; Frederick Seay, Presbytery of South Louisiana; John Sheldon, Presbytery of West Jersey; Terry 

Simm, Presbytery of Prospect Hill; Archie Smith, Presbytery of San Joaquin; William Stepp, Presbytery of Tropical Florida; 

Betsy Straeter, Presbytery of San Gabriel; Thomas Straeter, Presbytery of San Diego; Paul Terry, Presbytery of Southern 

New England; William Teng, Presbytery of National Capital; Paul Terry, Presbytery of Southern New England; Ron Urzua, 

Presbytery of Santa Barbara; Burfoot Ward, Presbytery of Lake Erie; Bob Welsh, Presbytery of Central Washington; and 

Charles Winkelman, Presbytery of Northumberland. 

 

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-13 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Rebecca Lee, Presbytery of Boise; and David Speering, Presbytery of Charlotte. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-15 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Todd Mulford, Presbytery of South Louisiana. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 05-16 of the Assembly Committee on Church 

Order and Ministry: Linda Matkins, Presbytery of South Dakota. 

 

 

Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized Michelle Muñiz-Vega, youth advisory delegate from the Presbytery of San Juan, 

who led the assembly in prayer. The assembly recessed at 12:01 p.m. to reconvene at 2:30 p.m., following worship at 1:30 

p.m. 

 

Friday, June 27, 2008, 2:30 P.M. 

 

The 218th General Assembly (2008) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was reconvened at 2:30 p.m. with Moderator 

Bruce Reyes-Chow presiding. Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized Bishop Eliezer M. Pascua of the United Church of Christ 

in the Philippines, who led the assembly in the opening prayer. 
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Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized the Reverend Elisa Muñoz de Bulnes of the Presbyterian Church of Venezuela, who 

brought greetings to the assembly. 

 

Vice-Moderator Byron Wade assumed the chair. 

 

Vice-Moderator Wade recognized Nancy Kahaian, moderator of the Assembly Committee on Peacemaking and Interna-

tional Issues, for a report from the committee. 

 

The assembly approved Items 11-12 (as amended), 11-13, 11-14 (as amended), 11-16, 11-19, 11-30 (as amended), and 

11-31 on the committeeôs consent agenda. 

 

The report of the committee was continued by Vice-Moderator Beverly James. 

 

Following the viewing of a portion of a video presentation on the topic, the assembly approved Item 11-32. 

 

The report of the committee was continued by Kahaian. 

 

William Poole, moderator of the Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa, led the assembly in prayer for Chris-

tians in Zimbabwe. The assembly approved Item 11-15 as amended and with comments. 

 

Helis Hernan Barraza Diaz, moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Colombia, led the assembly in prayer for Christians 

in Colombia. The assembly approved Item 11-18 as amended and answered Item 11-21 with the action taken on Item 11-18. 

 

The assembly approved Item 11-22 and answered Item 11-01 with an alternate resolution. The assembly answered Items 

11-03 and 11-04 with the action taken on Item 11-01. 

 

The assembly approved Item 11-06 and answered Item 11-25 with the action taken on 11-06. The assembly approved 

Item 11-28 as amended.  

 

Kahaian introduced the committee recommendation on Item 11-26. A minority report was introduced. The main motion 

was perfected as amended. The minority report was perfected. Vice-Moderator Wade put the question to the assembly, ñShall 

the minority report become the main motion?ò The minority report was approved. The assembly answered Item 11-26 with 

the action taken on 11-01. 

 

The assembly disapproved Items 11-02 and 11-07 and approved Item 11-09. The assembly approved Item 11-11 as 

amended and approved Item 11-17 as amended. 

 

Kahaian introduced the committee recommendation on Item 11-10. A minority report was introduced. The main motion 

was perfected as amended. The minority report was perfected. Vice-Moderator Wade put the question to the assembly, ñShall 

the minority report become the main motion?ò The minority report was defeated. The assembly approved Item 11-10 as 

amended and with the following floor amendments: (1) strike ñsorrow and confessionò and insert ñhumilityò in the first sen-

tence of the first paragraph, and (2) insert paragraphs 12 through 15 to read: 

[ñ12. Commend to the church the call of the 216th General Assembly (2004) for the church to express its pastoral 

concern for and offer pastoral care to members of the United States armed forces serving their country in the war in Iraq 

and their families as well as for veterans of the war who have returned home (Iraq: Our Responsibility and the Future, 

Minutes, 2004, Part I, pp. 864ff). 

[13. Direct the General Assembly Council to continue to expand the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)ôs commitment to 

relief efforts in Iraq in cooperation with our ecumenical partners, to ministries that address human needs in Iraq caused 

by the war, and to long-term development efforts to assist in the rebuilding of the country. 

[14. Call upon all presbyteries, congregations, and members within the PC (USA) to intentionally, personally, and 

concretely work to bring healing, peace, justice, and care to all affected by the war in Iraq, not only through our prayers 

but through the giving of our resources, time, money, and very selves to improve the lives and future of all involved, es-

pecially the hurting, the poor, the oppressed, and those whose lives have been damaged by the war.  

[15. Pray for, call for, and work for a just and peaceful future for the nation and people of Iraq, which includes the 

establishing of a just, stable, and democratic government and the timely departure of U.S. military forces and their con-
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tractors as soon as it is possible to leave the nation in an appropriately stable, just, and self-sustaining form.ò] 

 

The assembly answered Items 11-08, 11-20, and 11-24 with the action taken on Item 11-10. The assembly approved Item 

11-27 and answered Item 11-29 with the action taken on Item 11-27. The assembly disapproved Item 11-23 and approved 

Item 11-33 as amended and with the following floor amendment: to insert the following text at the beginning of the item: 

ñThe 218th General Assembly (2008) directs the Stated Clerk to send the following resolution to the president of the United 

Stated of America and the United States Congress:ò 

 

This concluded the report of the Assembly Committee on Peacemaking and International Issues and the committee report 

is as follows: 

 

Assembly Committee on Peacemaking and International Issues 

 

[Consent agenda items are indicated by an asterisk. Items with financial implications are indicated by a dollar 

sign ($).] 

 

Item 11-01. On Peace and Justice in Palestine and IsraelðAnswered with alternate resolution. (See page 1137.) 

 

Item 11-02. On Pursuing a Culture of a Just Peace in Israel and PalestineðDisapproved. (See page 1139.) 

 

Item 11-03. On Endorsing the ñAmman Callò Regarding Arab-Israeli PeaceðAnswer by action taken on Item 

11-01. (See page 1145.) 

 

Item 11-04. On Travel to Israel and PalestineðAnswer by action taken on Item 11-01. (See page 1148.) 

 

Item 11-05 was WITHDRAWN. There is no Item 11-05. 

 

Item 11-06. On the 218th General Assembly Being a Voice for the Victims of Violence in Israel and Palestineð

Approved. (See page 1150.) 

 

Item 11-07. On Supporting Israelôs Right to Exist But Calling for Temporary Suspension of Military Aid to the 

State of IsraelðDisapproved. (See page 1151.) 

 

Item 11-08. On the Withdrawal of U.S. Troops from IraqðAnswered by action taken on Item 11-10. (See page 

1155.) 

 

Item 11-09. Regarding Assistance for Iraqi RefugeesðApproved. (See page 1156.) 

 

Item 11-10. On Building Peace in IraqðApproved as amended. (See page 1159.) 

 

Item 11-11. On Addressing the Violence and Suffering Inflicted on Iraqi Women During the Current Prolonged 

WarðApproved as amended. (See page 1162.) 

 

* Item 11-12. On Preventing the Trafficking of Women, Internationally and NationallyðApproved as amended. 

(See page 1164.) 

* Item 11-13. Resolution to Expand Ministry: Human Trafficking ½Approved. (See page 1167.) 

 

* Item 11-14. On Endorsing the ñPublish What You Payò CampaignðApproved as amended. (See page 1170.) 

 

Item 11-15. On Support for the Presbyterian Church in ZimbabweðApproved as amended and with comment. 

(See page 1174.) Comment: Commend the South African dockworkers for having the courage to refuse to unload a 

shipment of arms from China for Zimbabwe. Commend the various religious and secular organizations working to 

restore peace and order in many countries in Africa and around the world. 

 

*Item 11-16. On Peacemaking and the Pursuit of Justice and Fairness of Shalom½Approved. (See page 1176.) 

 

Item 11-17. Overture on War, Mercenaries, and ProfiteeringðApproved as amended. (See page 1177.) 

 

Item 11-18. Human Rights in ColombiaðApproved as amended. (See page 1180.) 

 

*Item 11-19. Commitment to Peacemaking½Approved. (See page 1185.) 
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Item 11-20. On Ending the War in IraqðAnswered by action taken on Item 11-10. (See page 1186.) 

 

Item 11-21. On Peacemaking in ColombiaðAnswered by action taken on Item 11-18. (See page 1188.) 

 

$Item 11-22. On Supporting Those Who Feel Called to Seek Status as Conscientious ObjectorsðApproved. (See 

page 1191.) [Financial Implication: (2008): $0; (2009): $3,000; (2010): $0 [Mission]]  

 

Item 11-23. On Divestment from Caterpillar, Inc. and Motorola, Inc. for Profiting from the Israeli Military O c-

cupation of Palestine TerritoriesðDisapproved. (See page 1193.) 

 

Item 11-24. Costly Lessons of the Iraq WarðAnswered by action taken on Item 11-10. (See page 1198.) 

 

Item 11-25. On Becoming Non-Partisan Advocates for PeaceðAnswered by action taken on Item 11-06. (See page 

1219.) 

 

Item 11-26. On Middle East PeacemakingðAnswered by action taken on Item 11-01. (See page 1220.) 

 

Item 11-27. Report from MRTI of Corporate Engagements in Israel, Gaza, East Jerusalem and the West Bankð

Approved. (See page 1223.) 

 

$Item 11-28. Prepare Study on Israel/Palestine within the Context of the Middle EastðApproved as amended. 

(See page 1226.) [Original Financial Implications- (2008): $7,340; (2009): $29,960; (2010): $5,240 [Per Capita-GAC] 

Committee Action Financial Implications- (2008): $8,455; (2009): $27,925; (2010): $5,380 [Per Capita-OGA]]  

 

Item 11-29.  Alternate Resolution to 2006 Referral: Item 11-01. On Rescinding and Modifying Certain Actions of 

the 216th General Assembly (2004) Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Recommendations 2.a.-d. Direct Mission 

Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) to Ensure That Its Strategies for Engaging Corporations with Regard to 

Israeli and Palestinian TerritoriesðAnswered by action taken on Item 11-27. (See page 1226.) 

 

*Item 11-30. Commissionersô Resolution. On Mobilizing Presbyterians for a Significant Response to the Global Food 

CrisisðApproved as amended. (See page 1226.) 

 

*Item 11-31. Commissionersô Resolution. Concerning Human Rights Violations in the Philippines ½Approved. (See 

page 1229.) 

 

Item 11-32. Commissionersô Resolution. On Emergency Food Aid to North KoreaðApproved. (See page 1232.) 

 

Item 11-33. Commissioners Resolution. On Peace with IranðApproved as amended. (See page 1233.) 

 

 

Dissents 

 

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 11-01 of the Assembly Committee on Peace-

making and International Issues: Maurice Caskey, Presbytery of San Diego; Bob Davis, Presbytery of San Diego; Michael 

Haggin, Presbytery of Los Ranchos; Mike Lambert, Presbytery of Los Ranchos; Steven Matthies, Presbytery of Whitewater 

Valley; Mark Moore, Presbytery of Whitewater Valley; and Thomas Straeter, Presbytery of San Diego.  

The following commissioners filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 11-10 of the Assembly Committee on Peace-

making and International Issues: Walt Dellow, Presbytery of John Calvin; Dale Dykstra, Presbytery of Blackhawk; William 

Johnson, Presbytery of Whitewater Valley; Tamara Letts, Presbytery of Yukon; and Gene Price, Presbytery of New Cove-

nant. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 11-18 of the Assembly Committee on Peace-

making and International Issues: Paul Terry, Presbytery of Southern New England. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 11-26 of the Assembly Committee on Peace-

making and International Issues: Mark Moore, Presbytery of Whitewater Valley. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 11-27 of the Assembly Committee on Peace-

making and International Issues: Mark Moore, Presbytery of Whitewater Valley. 

 

The following commissioner filed a dissent from the action taken on Item 11-29 of the Assembly Committee on Peace-

making and International Issues: Mark Moore, Presbytery of Whitewater Valley. 
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Moderator Reyes-Chow assumed the chair. 

 

 

Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized Chandlee Gill, moderator of the Assembly Committee on Church Polity, for a report 

from the committee. 

 

The assembly approved Items 04-09, 04-10, 04-11, 04-14, 04-15, 04-18 (alternate resolution), 04-19, 04-20, 04-21, 04-

22, 04-23, 04-24, 04-25, 04-26 (with comment), and 04-27 on the committeeôs consent agenda. 

 

The assembly approved Item 04-01 as amended and approved Item 04-02 as amended. 

 

The report of the committee was continued by Vice-Moderator Raymond Thomas. 

 

The assembly disapproved Item 04-03 with comment and disapproved Item 04-04. The assembly disapproved the com-

mitteeôs recommendation to approve Item 04-06 with amendment; the floor then disapproved the item. Item 04-07 was ans-

wered with an alternate resolution. 

 

The report of the committee was continued by Gill. 

 

Gill moved the committee recommendation on Item 04-08. A substitute motion was introduced. 

 

The assembly voted to recess for dinner and the report of the committee was arrested. Moderator Reyes-Chow offered 

prayer. The assembly recessed at 5:52 p.m. to reconvene at 7:30 p.m. (Report continued below.) 

 

Friday, June 27, 2008, 7:30 P.M. 

The 218th General Assembly (2008) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was reconvened at 7:30 p.m. with Moderator 

Bruce Reyes-Chow presiding. Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized Derrick McQueen, theological student advisory delegate 

from Auburn Theological Seminary, who led the assembly in the opening prayer. 

 

 

 

Moderator Reyes-Chow recognized Chandlee Gill, moderator of the Assembly Committee on Church Polity, to continue 

the report from above. The assembly resumed consideration of Item 04-08. The main motion was declared perfected. The 

substitute motion was perfected. Moderator Reyes-Chow put the question to the assembly, ñShall the substitute become the 

main motion?ò The substitute motion was defeated. The assembly disapproved Item 04-08. 

The assembly approved Item 04-13 with the following floor amendments: (1) insert ñand theological balanceò following 

the words ñbroad diversityò in paragraph 2, and (2) to insert the following text as a new paragraph 4: [ñ4. This overture seeks 

to renew and strengthen the commitment of the PCUSA to equal protection under the law, encourage steps to reinforce this 

commitment and to affirm the importance of pastoral care and outreach to non-traditional families, including those same-

gender commitment partners. This overtures advocates for equal rights and does not seek to redefine the nature of Christian 

marriage.ò]. 

The assembly answered Item 04-12 with the action taken on Item 04-13. 

The assembly approved Item 04-16, approved Item 04-17 with comment, and approved Item 04-28 as amended. Gill re-

ported that the committee had taken final action on Items 04-A-P. 

This concluded the report of the Assembly Committee on Church Polity and the committee report is as follows: 

 

Assembly Committee on Church Polity 

[Consent agenda items are indicated by an asterisk.] 

 

Item 04-01. On Amending G-6.0401 by Replacing the Word ñSympathyò with the Word ñEmpathyòðFrom the 

Presbytery of Albany½Approved as amended. (See page 239.) 

 

Item 04-02. On Amending G-5.0200 to Add the Vows of Membership to the Book of OrderðFrom the Presbytery 

of Mission½Approved as amended. (See page 241.) 

 

Item 04-03. On Amending G-10.0101, G-10.0401, and D-10.0401b Regarding Accounting Practices of the 




