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Minutes of the 

 General Assembly Council 

 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 
February 13ï15, 2008 

 

The eighty-fourth stated business meeting of the General Assembly Council (GAC) was held 

February 13ï15, 2008, at the Brown Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky. 



 

 

Pre-meeting events, held February 13, 2008, are noted for information. 

 

Wednesday, February 13 

Members of the General Assembly Councilôs Executive Committee met with the members of the 

Committee on the Office of the General Assembly in the Gallery Ballroom from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 

p.m. [A record of these proceedings can be found in the minutes of the General Assembly Councilôs 

Executive Committee and in the minutes of the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly.]  

 

Convene 

The General Assembly Council convened at 3:08 p.m. in Crystal Ballroom of the Brown Hotel in 

Louisville, Kentucky. Allison Seed, chair of the General Assembly Council (GAC), called the 

meeting to order with prayer. 

 

Roll Call  

Kerry Clements, Associate Stated Clerk, Office of the General Assembly, called the roll by naming 

the absentees and reporting requests to be excused. 
 

The Following Members of the General Assembly Council Present for All or Part of the Time Were: 

Elder Frank Adams, Elder Carol J. Adcock, Elder Stephen N. Benz, Elder John Bolt, Elder J. 

Michael Castonis, Elder John E. Davison, Elder Pamila G. Deichmann, Elder Jean Demmler, Elder 

Charles F. Easley Sr., The Reverend B. Gordon Edwards, The Reverend Susan J. Ezell, The 

Reverend Joan S. Gray (ex-officio), Elder Esperanza Guajardo, Elder Catrelia Hunter, Elder Carol 

G. Hylkema, Elder Betty C. Jones, Elder LaVert W. Jones, The Reverend Mary Marks King, The 

Reverend Linda A. Knieriemen, Elder Carolyn C. Knight, Elder Michael W. Kruse, Elder Jacquelin 

J. Lyman, Elder Carolyn M. McLarnan, Elder Doug Megill, Elder Ann H. Moe, Elder Kenneth R. 

Newbold, Elder Alice Okazaki, Elder Manley E. Olson, Elder Ethan R-C Powell, Elder Ellen R. 

Rexing, Elder Conrad M. Rocha, The Reverend Allison K. Seed, The Reverend Linda W. Toth, 

Elder Rick Ufford-Chase (ex-officio), Elder Mary Lynn Walters, and Elder Jim Dave Wilson. 

 

Corresponding: The Reverend Zane K. Buxton, Elder John Baugh, Elder Noushin Framke, Elder  F. 

William Gray, The Reverend Clifton Kirkpatrick (Dr.), The Reverend Reginald V. Parsons, Elder 

Linda B. Valentine, and The Reverend Ian Torrance.  

 

The Following Deputy Directors, Executive Administrator, and the President of the Presbyterian 

Investment and Loan Program, Inc., Present for All or Part of the Time Were: Elder Joey Bailey, 

The Reverend Jay Hudson, The Reverend Curtis A. Kearns, Jr., Elder Karen L. Schmidt, and The 

Reverend Tom Taylor. 

 

The Following Members of the General Assembly Council Staff (Offices of the Executive Director 

and the Executive Administrator) Present for All or Part of the Time Were: Martha Clark (Ms.), The 

Reverend Emily Enders-Odom, Debbie Gardiner (Ms.), Eric Graninger (Mr.), Nancy Hamilton 

(Ms.), The Reverend Jill Hudson, The Reverend Chris Iosso, and Alejandra Sherman (Ms.). 

 

 



 

The Following Members of the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly Present for Part of 

the Meeting Were: Elder James Babcock, Elder John Baugh, Elder Barbara CampbellïDavis, The 

Reverend Helen Baily Cochrane, Elder Barbara Corwin, Elder Steve Grace, Elder Kent Grimes, The 

Reverend Dennis Hughes, The Reverend Jerrod Lowry, The Reverend John Purcell, The Reverend 

Catherine Ulrich, Elder Kathleen Walker, Elder Robert Wilson, and The Reverend John Wilkinson.  

 

The Following Invited Participants, Guests, Observers, and Staff Present for All of Part of the Time 

Were: Gabrielle Avedian (Ms.), Elder Loyda Aja, Marie Bowen (Ms.), The Reverend Edward 

Brogan, The Reverend Jon Brown, The Reverend Will Browne, Sylvia Carter (Ms.), The Reverend 

Molly Casteel, The Reverend Jana Childers (Dr.), The Reverend Kerry Clements, Barry Creech 

(Mr.), April Davenport (Ms.), Louise Davidson (Ms.), Deborah Davies (Ms.), The Reverend Lesley 

Davies, Elder Sylvia Dooling, Elder Joyce Evans, The Reverend Hunter Farrell, Teresa Grant (Ms.), 

Elder Kyungil Ghymn, Melany Hamilton (Ms.), Toya Hill (Ms.), The Reverend Lee Hinson-Hasty, 

The Reverend Ken Hockenberry, The Reverend Eric Hoey, The Reverend Terry Holland, The 

Reverend Rhashell Hunter, The Reverend Jose R. Irizarry, Patrick Jean (Mr.), The Reverend Rob 

Klouw, The Reverend Bill Lancaster, Elder Sara Lisherness, Elder Gary Luhr, Jane MacDonald 

(Ms.), The Reverend Victor Makari, Herair Mouradian (Mr.), The Reverend Marcia Clark Myers, 

Ellen Newbold (Ms.), The Reverend Emily Enders Odom, Dianna Ott (Ms.), Elder Mary Pace, The 

Reverend Gradye Parsons, The  Reverend William H. Pinder, Margaret Reiff (Ms.), Lisa Robbins 

(Ms.), The Reverend Teresa Chavez Sauceda, Leslie Scanlon (Ms.), Elder Terry Schlossberg, Evan 

Silverstein (Mr.), The Reverend Bill Simmons, The Reverend Joe Small, Elder Valerie Small, The 

Reverend Bill Somplatsky-Jarman, Tim Stepp (Mr.), The Reverend Mark Tammen, The Reverend 

David L. Van Arsdale, Alan Wisdom (Mr.), The Reverend Bill  Young, and The Reverend Sharon 

Youngs. 

 

ACTION 1ï208 Approve Excused Absences 

Excuses were offered on behalf of the following persons, and upon motion from the floor, the 

General Assembly Council VOTED  to excuse these members from this meeting: Elder Joanne V. 

Fassett, Elder Alan D. Ford, The Reverend Thomas W. Gillespie, Elder Edwin A. Gonzalez, Elder 

Choong Jeong Kim, Elder Reginald S. Kuhn, The Reverend Dale Lindsay Morgan, Elder Bill Saul, 

Elder Linda Scholl, The Reverend Dan K. Schomer, The Reverend Gary F. Skinner, and Elder 

Andrew B. Sonneborn. 

 

The following members of the council were absent: Andrea Catherine Stokes (Ms.) and The Reverend 

Douglas W. Fromm, corresponding member. 

 

Quorum 

A quorum was declared present for the transaction of business. 

 

ACTION 2ï208 Approve September 2007 Minutes  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the minutes of the meeting of September 18ï21, 

2007 as presented. Typographical errors discovered after the minutes were distributed have been 

corrected in the official record.  

 

 



 

Memorial Minute  for Max Callao 

John Bolt presented a memorial minutes for Max Callao, a former member of the General Assembly 

Council. 

 

Nominating Committee Report 

Carolyn McLarnan presented the report of the GAC Nominating Committee.  

 

ACTION 3ï208 Elect Carol Adcock as Chair, 2008ï2010  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to elect Carol J. Adcock to the position of Chair of the 

General Assembly Council for the term 2008ï2010.  

 

ACTION 4ï208 Elect Michael Kruse as ViceïChair , 2008ï2010  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to elect Michael W. Kruse, to the position of Viceï 

Chair of the General Assembly Council for the term 2008ï2010.  

 

ACTION 5ï208 Forward, Elect, Nominate Persons to Various Boards, Committees  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to 

A.  Forward to the General Assembly Nominating Committee, for election by the 

218th General Assembly (2008), the following named individual to the Board of 

Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.):  

Alan D. Ford, Class of 2012  

 

B.  Forward to the General Assembly Nominating Committee, for election by the 

218th General Assembly (2008), the following named individual to the Advisory 

Committee on Social Witness Policy:  

J. Michael Castronis, Class of 2010  

Jean Demmler, Class of 2012  

 

C.  Elect and forward for confirmation by the 218th General Assembly (2008), the 

following named individual to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Investment and 

Loan Program, Inc. Board of Directors:  

LaVert Jones, Class of 2012  

 

D.  Nominate the named individual for approval by the 218th GA (2008), to the Board 

of Directors of the Mountain Retreat Association, Inc.:  

LaVert Jones, Class of 2012 (Term begins in November 2008 and 

ends November 2012.)  

 

Report One of the GAC Nominating Committee is found in Appendix 1. 

 

Presentation by Procedures Subcommittee  

Linda Toth, along with Alice Okazaki, Frank Adams, Ann Moe, and Allison Seed, reviewed the changes 

proposed to the GAC Manual of Operations. These changes will be considered for action later in the 

meeting.  

 



 

A copy of the proposal for a revised GAC Manual of Operations is found in Appendix 2. 

 

Toth then briefly outlined changes for the Organization for Mission. These changes will also be 

considered for action later in the meeting. 

 

A copy of the proposal for revisions to the Organization for Mission is found in Appendix 3. 

 

Overview of Mission Work Plan 2009ï2012  

Mary Marks King presented an overview of the Mission Work Plan 2009ï2012.  

 

A copy of the presentation is found in Appendix 4; a copy of the proposed Mission Work Plan 2009ï

2012 is found in Appendix 5. 

 

Report on the Mission Consultation 2007 

Hunter Farrell, Carol Adcock, and Rick UffordïChase reported on the recently held mission 

consultation. 

 

Break/Reconvene 

The council recessed for a break at 5:00 p.m. and reconvened at 5:15 p.m. 

 

Mission Initiative Report  

Hunter Farrell presented a report on the Mission Initiative: Joining Hearts & Hands campaign. He 

reported that funds developed through the campaign are currently being used to provide support for 

mission workers. 

 

Special Offerings Task Force Report 

Eileen Lindner reported for committee. The report of the Special Offerings Task Force is found in 

Appendix 6. 

 

Report of the Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy 

Gordon Edwards reported for the committee. The report of the Advisory Committee on Social 

Witness Policy is found in Appendix 7. 

 

Report of the Advocacy Committee for Racial Ethnic Concerns  

Noushin Framke reported for the committee and outlined the items of business that the committee is 

taking to the 218th General Assembly: 

Addition of the Belhar Confession to The Book of Confessions; 

A resolution on public education in the 21st century; 

And a report on cultural proficiency in the churchôs six agencies. 

A brief report on the work of the Women of Color Task Force was presented. A copy of the reports 

presented in found in Appendix 8. 

 

Report of the Advocacy Committee for Womenôs Concerns  

William Gray reported for the committee. A copy of the report presented is found in Appendix 9. 

 



 

Executive Directorôs Announcements 

Linda Valentine reported that GAC is joining with the Presbyterian Foundation and other agencies in 

encouraging youth through the YIMlive initiative. Mission videos are being solicited from mission 

youth groups and the assemblyôs youth advisory delegates will select for winning the winning video. 

The three top videos will receive endowment funds of $25,000 to support the work of youth in that 

congregation. 

 

Valentine also previewed the firstïeven GAC annual report. A letter will be added to the report from 

Allison Seed. The document contains reports by goal area, a report on work with middle governing 

bodies, 2007 highlights and accomplishments, and a summary of the budget.  

 

A copy of the GAC Annual Report is found in Appendix 10. 

 

Recess 

Following announcements, the council recessed at 6:20 p.m. with prayer offered by Charles Easley.  

 

Dinner and Worship 

The council enjoyed dinner with members of the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly 

in the Bluegrass Room of the Brown Hotel at 6:30 p.m., followed by worship at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Gallery Ballroom. Worship was led by Conrad Rocha and John Wilkinson. 

 

 

Thursday, February 14 

The council met for breakfast with members of the Committee on the Office of the General 

Assembly from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. in the Bluegrass Room of the Brown Hotel. 

 

Reconvene 

The council reconvened with members of the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly at 

8:35 a.m. in the Crystal Ballroom of the Brown Hotel. Seed called the meeting to order. 

 

A service of morning prayer was led by The Reverend Dr. Jana Childers.  

 

Moderatorôs Report 

The Reverend Joan Gray, Moderator of the 217th General Assembly (2006), brought greetings to 

those gathered and shared her observations on the churchôs health. 

 

Conversations with Seminary Deans 

Lee Hinson-Hasty and Sharon Youngs led those gathered in table conversations with deans of 

Presbyterian related seminaries. Hinson-Hasty reminded the group that there are a number of 

partners involved in equipping leaders for the church: committees on ministry, Committee on the 

Office of the General Assembly, committees on preparation for ministry, Committee on Theological 

Education (seminaries), General Assembly Council, and the Presbyteriesô Cooperative Committee 

on Examination of Candidates. 

 

Youngs led the council in prayer in closing these conversations. 



 

 

Break/Reconvene in Committees/Dinner 

The council recessed at 10:58 a.m. and reconvened in mission committee meetings. 

 

The council met in assigned committees from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. followed by a group dinner 

in the Bluegrass Room 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Friday, February 15 

Members of the council met for breakfast in the Bluegrass Room of the Brown Hotel from 7:00 a.m. 

to 8:30 a.m. 

 

Reconvene 

The General Assembly Council was reconvened in the Crystal Ballroom by the chair at 8:35 a.m. A 

service of morning prayer was led by John Bolt. 

 

Presbyterian Womenôs Birthday Offering  

Catrelia Hunter presented a video regarding the work of Presbyterian Womenôs Birthday Offering. 

 

Report from the Stated Clerk 

Clifton Kirkpatrick reflected on issues coming to this yearôs assembly meeting. 

 

ACTION  6ï208 Convene as Board of PCUSA, A Corporation 

At 9:10 a.m., the General Assembly Council VOTED  to convene as the Board of Directors of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation, and Its Constituent Corporations until 9:18 a.m.  

 

Evangelism and Witness Report 

Linda Knieriemen presented the report of this goal area committee. 

 

ACTION 7ï208 Approve Consent Agenda from Evangelism and Witness Committee  

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following consent agenda items:  

 Forward to the 218th General Assembly the:  

 Evangelism and Church Growth (Appendix 11, pages 3ï7);  

 Racial Ethnic & Womenôs Ministries/Presbyterian Women 

(Appendix 11, pages 8ï16);  and  

 World Mission portion of the General Assembly Council reports 

(Appendix 11, pages 17ï24).    

 Approve the Institutional Standards for Participating in the Christmas Joy Offering 

(Appendix 11, pages 25ï28).  

 

ACTION 8ï208 Affirm and Adopt Collaborative Model of Mission  

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to affirm and adopt the invitation to a more collaborative 

model of Presbyterian mission as in ñAn Invitation to Expanding Partnership in Godôs Mission.ò  

(See Appendix 11, pages 29ï34.) 

 



 

ACTION 9ï208 Approve Commitment to Transformation During 2009ï2010 Biennium  

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve and recommends that the 218th General 

Assembly (2008):  

1. Declare a churchïwide commitment to participate in Godôs activity in transforming 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) during the 2009ï2010 biennium.  

2. Encourage synods, presbyteries, sessions, and all agencies, entities, and networks of 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to commit to grow the church Deep and Wide in 

the following areas:  

 Grow the Church: Invite persons to attend. Baptize children and 

adults. Increase our congregations.  

 Growth in Discipleship: Rediscover Scripture. Nurture spirituality. 

Affirm our Reformed heritage. Embrace Stewardship in all of life. 

 Growth into Diversity: Welcome everyone. Learn from others. 

Reflect the world.  

3. Encourage the General Assembly Council to support the whole churchôs commitment 

to grow Godôs ChurchðDeep and Wide in its ministries and mission. 

4. Invite the whole church to commit their prayers, gifts, resources, and time during 

2009ï2010, to discern Godôs Call to grow the church.  

 

Knieriemen reported the following items of information from the committee:  

 Approved  Noushin Framke to serve as representative  on the Presbyterian Women 

Global Exchange to Eastern Europe, September 8ï26, 2008;   

 Elected Michael J. Castronis as Chair, and Jacquelin Lyman as Vice-Chair for 2008ï

2009; and 

 Concurs with the Leadership and Vocation Committee on the Mission Funding 

Imperative recommendation:   

o That the GAC affirm the priority of maintaining an appropriate 

number of PC(USA) international mission personnel.  

o That the GAC instruct staff to bring to the April GAC meeting a 

proposal as to the costs and possible funding sources to support this 

number of international mission personnel for GAC action. 

 

The report of the Evangelism and Witness Goal Area Committee is found in Appendix 11. 

 

Leadership and Vocation Report  

Mary Marks King and Steve Benz presented the report of this goal area committee. 

 

ACTION 10ï208 Approve Consent Agenda from Leadership and Vocation Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following consent agenda items: 

 Change to Mission Handbook for COLA (Appendix 12); 

 Mission Personnel Actions of August, September, October, November, and 

December 2007 (Appendix 13); 

 Increase in Mission Workers Base Allowance (Appendix 14); 

 Women of Faith Awards (Appendix 15); and  



 

 Forward the annual report of the Presbyterian Council for Chaplains and Military 

Personnel (PCCMP) to the 218th General Assembly (2008) (Appendix 16). 

 

ACTION 1 1ï208 Approve Mission Personnel Funding Initiative [Note: this action was revised 

by Action 13ï208.] 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to: 

1. Affirm the priority of maintaining an appropriate number of PCUSA international 

mission personnel; and  

2. Instruct staff to bring to the April GAC meeting a proposal as to the costs and 

possible funding sources to support this number of international mission personnel 

for GAC action with special emphasis on new funding sources. 

 

Steve Benz led a recognition service for the ministries of Bill Simmons and Will Browne.  

 

King reported the following items of information from the committee: 

 Elected to the Leadership & Vocation Committee, ChairïDoug Megill and Vice 

Chair Andrew Sonneborn for the year 2008ï2009; 

 Received the executive summary of the task forceôs report on the Presbyteriesô 
Cooperative Committee on Examination of Candidates (PCCEC) (Appendix 17); 

 Received the commissioned lay pastor study (Appendix 18); 

 Received an update on Mission Challenge ô07 (Appendix 19); 

 Engaged in conversation with the Evangelism and Witness Committee on mission 

issues; 

 Engaged in generative thinking on how GAC can foster strong presbyteries; and  

 Continued further conversation with seminary deans, representatives from PCCEC 

and the Committee on Theological Education. 

 

ACTION 12ï208 Approve Reconsideration of Action 11ï208 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to reconsider action 11ï208. 

 

ACTION 13ï208 Approve Mission Personnel Funding Initiative (Revised) 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to 

1. Affirm the priority of maintaining an appropriate number of PCUSA international 

mission personnel; and  

2. Instruct staff to bring to the April GAC meeting a proposal as to the costs and 

possible funding sources to support this number of international mission personnel 

for GAC action with emphasis not only on new funding sources but also on the 

prioritization of current mission dollars. 

 

The report of the Leadership and Vocation Goal Area Committee is found in Appendix 20. 

 

Justice and Compassion Report 

Sue Ezell, Manley Olson, and Sara Lisherness presented the report of this goal area committee.  

 

 



 

ACTION 14ï208 Approve Consent and Action Items from Justice and Compassion Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to: 

1. Affirm the renomination of Dr. William Chapman to serve on the Jarvie 

Commonweal Service Committee for a three-year term, beginning January 2008, and 

to forward his nomination to the Board of National Missions for action; 

2.  Renew the Covenant Agreement for Shared Ministry between PHEWA and the 

GAC. Postpone forming a committee of GAC members until a new class has been 

named. This committee will work with PHEWA Board members to establish how 

best to live out this Covenant; 

3.  Approve the Responses to Referrals from Relief and Development Ministry Area 

(Appendix 21, pages 4ï5); 

4. Approve the Responses to Referrals from Peace and Justice Ministry Area (Appendix 

21, pages 6ï16);  

5. Include the following agencies to the Approved Affiliates List: 

 Faithful Democracy 

 Let Justice Roll Living Wage Campaign 

 Faithful Reform in Health Care; 

6. Affirm proxy voting recommendations of the Committee on Mission Responsibility 

Through Investment (MRTI) contained in the 2008 Shareholder Resolution 

Directory, request the Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation/ New Covenant Trust 

Company and the Board of Pensions to vote proxies on the shareholder resolutions 

submitted to companies in which they own stock in accordance with the 

recommendations listed in the 2008 Shareholder Resolution Directory, and urge the 

middle governing bodies, related institutions, congregations and individual members 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA) to give serious consideration to the proxy voting 

recommendations when they vote on shareholder resolutions; and 

7.  Approve and recommend to the 218th General Assembly (2008) to approve the 

following: 

The 218th General Assembly (2008), recognizing the usefulness of 

the ñCommitment to Peacemakingò to the peacemaking efforts of 

congregations, presbyteries, synods, and other entities: 

 Commends those sessions, presbyteries, synods, and other entities 

that have adopted the ñCommitment to Peacemakingò. 

 Recognizes that the office of the Stated Clerk sends a certificate 

of commendation to the stated clerk of the presbytery in which 

the congregation is located for presentation at a stated meeting of 

presbytery for those sessions that have adopted the ñCommitment 

to Peacemakingò. 

 Requests stated clerks of presbyteries who receive the certificates 

for sessions which have adopted the ñCommitment to 

Peacemakingò to present them at a stated meeting of presbytery 

in such a way as to adequately commend the congregation for this 

achievement. 



 

 Urges presbyteries to find ways to share and celebrate the 

experiences of congregations where sessions have adopted and 

implemented the ñCommitment to Peacemaking.ò 

 Urges presbyteries and synods also to consider adopting the 

ñCommitment to Peacemakingò in forms appropriate to those 

governing bodies and commends those governing bodies that 

have done so. 

 Commends the 64 presbyteries and 6 synods that have 50 percent 

or more of their congregations whose sessions have adopted the 

ñCommitment to Peacemaking.ò 

 Commends the 5 presbyteries that have 75 percent or more of 

their congregations whose sessions have adopted the 

ñCommitment to Peacemaking.ò 

 Urges Peacemaking Committees of the presbyteries to contact the 

sessions in their presbytery that have not adopted the 

ñCommitment to Peacemakingò to express the importance of this 

Commitment and to urge their adoption of it. 

 Recognizing that the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 

maintains a list of those sessions, presbyteries, synods, and other 

entities that have adopted the ñCommitment to Peacemakingò in 

order to serve them in their peacemaking efforts, requests that a 

report be made to the 219th General Assembly in 2010 on the 

number of sessions that have adopted the ñCommitment to 

Peacemaking.ò 

 Requests the 218th General Assembly (2008) to commend 

publicly those presbyteries that have actively incorporated 

peacemaking into their ministry, including acknowledging and 

supporting those congregations whose sessions have adopted the 

ñCommitment to Peacemaking.ò 

 As requested by the 217th General Assembly (2006), the 218th 

General Assembly (2008) honors those presbyteries that have 

reached 50 percent or more of their congregations whose sessions 

have adopted the ñCommitment to Peacemakingò since the 217th 

General Assembly (2006). 

 

Olson reported items of information from the committee. The committee: 

 Elected Susan Ezell as chair and Esperanza Guajardo as viceïchair for the year 

2008-2009. 

 Reviewed and received for information the following reports: 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Advisory Committee October 

2007 Minutes 

 Letter of Appreciation from Presbyteries Staff Affected by the 

2005 Hurricanes 

 PC(USA) Response to the 2005 Gulf Coast Hurricanes 



 

 Presbyterian Hunger Program Advisory Committee October 2007 

Minutes 

 Jinishian Memorial Program/US Advisory Committee September 

2007 Minutes 

 Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People 

November 2007 Minutes 

 PHEWA Biennial Social Justice Conference 

 Jarvie Commonweal Service Committee May 2007 Minutes 

 Responses to Referrals from World Mission Ministry Area. 

 Discussed how the GAC can address issues related to environmental justice. 

 

Lisherness introduced Margaret Reiff, the newly elected executive director of the Jarvie 

Commonweal Service Committee, who shared a word about the work of the committee.  

 

The report of the Justice and Compassion Goal Area Committee is found in Appendix 21. 

 

Spirituality and Discipleship Report  

John Bolt presented the report of this goal area committee. 

 

ACTION 15ï208 Approve Theology, Worship, and Education Report to GA 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the Theology Worship and Education portion of 

the General Assembly Council report to the 218th General Assembly (2008) (responses to referrals 

from previous General Assemblies). (See Appendix 22, pages 2ï10) 

 

Bolt reported two items of information from the committee: 

 The committee appointed a subcommittee (Rhashell Hunter, Beneva Bibbs, Tom 

Gillespie, and Catrelia Hunter) to develop and propose a case statement that will 

govern the use of the remaining funds of the proceeds of the sale of the Mary Holmes 

College property in West Point, Mississippi. This responds to an action by the 217th 

General Assembly (2006) to create a fund to help support historically Presbyterian 

racial ethnic institutions. The subcommittee will report back to the General 

Assembly Council Executive Committee in April 2008. 

 The Committee elected Tom Gillespie as chair and Mary Lynn Walters as viceïchair 

for the year 2008-2009. 

 The committee agreed to send a delegation including Rhashell Hunter, Beneva 

Bibbs, and an elected member to Sheldon Jackson College and Cook School for 

Christian Leadership. The delegation will return to this Committee in April with a 

recommendation concerning Christmas Joy Offering disbursements. 

 The Committee heard a very decent and orderly presentation on the 500th 

anniversary of John Calvinôs birth. 

 

The report of the Spirituality and Discipleship Goal Area Committee is found in Appendix 22. 

 

 



 

Break/Reconvene 

The council recessed for a break at 10:10 a.m. and reconvened at 10:35 a.m. 

 

Stewardship and Mission Support Report 

Frank Adams presented the report of the Stewardship and Mission Support Committee. 

 

Prior to submitting the consent agenda for consideration, the committee pulled item one and presented it 

for action separately. 

 

ACTION 16ï208 Approve Recommendation for Name Change 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to recommend that the 218
th
 General Assembly (2008) 

approve a name change for the General Assembly Council and the enabling changes to the Book of 

Order, Organization for Mission, and the GAC Manual of Operations, contingent upon approval by 

the presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), so that the new name will be: General 

Assembly Mission Council. 

 

ACTION 17ï208 Approve Consent Agenda from Stewardship and Mission Support 

Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following items of business: 

1. Approve the National Mission Partnership Committeeôs request that the General 
Assembly Council approve the following guidelines for allocation of the Heiserman 

gift: 

A. Divide the approximately $1,000,000 (principle and interest) among the 

sixteen synods; and 

B. Create criteria for grants that: 

1) Encourage projects that move the mission of the church 

forward (may be new or continuation of new initiatives under 

way); 

2) Abide by the principles of the General Assembly Council 

Guidelines for Grant Disbursements (September 2007); 

3) Reflect partnership between or among two or more synods 

and/or the General Assembly Council (an exception may be 

granted by the review committee to the Synod of Puerto Rico, 

reflective of the challenges to creating partnerships created by 

distance and language/cultural differences); and 

4) Optionally, reflect conversation with the appropriate staff 

and/or committees of the GAC to encourage mutual support 

and encouragement of shared goals. 

C. The National Mission Partnership Committee will finalize a reporting 

process that is in two-parts: 

1) A preliminary report that outlines the project to be 

undertaken, fitting the above criteria and giving a budget for 



 

the project (up to $62,000 for each synod involved).  Each 

synod participating shall affirm approval of the plan.  Include 

plans for sharing the value and excitement of the project 

within the participating synods and beyond.  The plan shall 

normally be for a project to be completed in less than two-

years from the date of approval; and 

2) A final report that includes an evaluation of the results of the 

project, including what was learned to be shared about the 

mission objective, and a complete report of the expenses of 

the project. 

D. Funds that have not been allocated by the end of 2010 shall revert to the GAC 

General Fund for use in the next fiscal budget. 

 

2. Approve the reallocation of IARP funds from Presbyterian Mission Program Fund 

(PMPF) as noted in the following schedule: 

 

IARP Original 

Allocation 

Change in 

Allocation 

New 

Allocation 

    

2006 $ 20,218 (20,218) -0- 

2007 333,600 (112,239) 221,361 

2008 336,000 (61,800) 274,200 

2009 216,520 44,980 261,500 

2010 125,000 31,000 156,000 

2011 100,000 69,477 169,477 

2012 71,693 61,800 120,493 

    

Total 1,203,031 -0- 1,203,031 

 

3. Approve adoption of these further amendments to Appendix A of the Organization 

for Mission, and forward them to the 218th General Assembly (2008) for approval: 

Amend references to the ñFinancial Accounting Standards Boards 

(FASB)ò to refer to ñGenerally Accepted Accounting Principles 

(GAAP);ò so that: 

1) The sentence on page 3, reads: 

ñThe processing of restricted gifts will comply with the standards 

established by the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) 

Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).ò 

2) The sentence on page 6, Section 2, letter d, reads:  

ñDisseminate industry standards (Financial Accounting Standards 

Board (FASB) requirements for non-profit organizations) in 

accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 

(GAAP), and in compliance with applicable accounting 



 

pronouncements and regulations specific to the not-for-profit 

industry as best practices for governing body treasurers and 

financial officers. 

3) Page 10, item 2, reads: 

ñRestricted giving refers to gifts with restrictions by a contributor 

or donor for use in support of a particular project, budget 

category, or appeal. The processing of restricted gifts will comply 

with the standards established by the Financial Accounting 

Standards Board (FASB) and Internal Revenue Service 

regulations. Unrestricted giving refers to gifts made without 

restriction and subject to the use and discretion of the receipting 

governing body. The processing of restricted and unrestricted 

gifts will comply with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 

(GAAP) and Internal Revenue Service regulations.ò 

   

4. Forward the Communications and Funds Development portion of the GAC Report to 

the 218th General Assembly (2008) (Appendix 23, pages 7-71). 

 

5. Forward the Shared Services portion of the GAC Report to the 218th General 

Assembly (2008) (Appendix 23, pages 72-76). 

 

6. Approve the revisions to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Investment and Loan 

Program, Inc.ôs 1995 Deliverance, as amended by the 209th General Assembly 

(1997) and the 215th General Assembly (2003), and that such revisions be presented 

to the General Assembly (2008) for adoption, effective on the date of such adoption 

(Appendix 23, page 77-80). 

 

7. Forward the nominations for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Investment and Loan 

Program Board of Directors to the General Assembly Council to the 218th General 

Assembly (2008) for confirmation (Appendix 23, pages 81-82). 

 

8. Forward the report of the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program to the 218th 

General Assembly (2008), which includes the response to General Assembly referral, 

recommending the confirmation by General Assembly of James L. Hudson as 

President for a fourïyear term and revisions to the 1995 Deliverance approved by the 

GAC (See 7 above.) (Appendix 23, pages 83-87). 

 

9. Approve the revisions to Section 4.01 of the bylaws of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Investment and Loan Program, Inc. ("PILP") conditioned and effective upon 

approval of the revisions to the PILP 1995 Deliverance by the 218th General 

Assembly (2008), and approve the revisions to Sections 6.02 and 6.05 of the bylaws 

as set forth below effective upon approval by the GAC: 

" Section 4.01.(b)  Two Four members shall be elected by the General 

Assembly Council from among its own membership.  One member shall 

be selected from the membership of the Stewardship and Mission Support 



 

Committee and one member shall be selected from the membership of the 

Evangelism and Witness Mission Committee. Such members shall be 

elected by the General Assembly Council for one four-year 

nonrenewable terms, subject to confirmation by the General Assembly.  

Each person so elected shall be eligible to serve up to a maximum of two 

terms, so long as such person continues to serve as a member of the 

General Assembly Council on the above-specified committees.  No 

director may serve more than one two terms, full or partial.  Membership 

on the board of directors shall in any event end at the end of the term of 

service on General Assembly Council and/or on the above-specified 

committee. 

 

Section 4.01.(f)  Upon recommendation by the corporation's 

Personnel/Nominating Committee, three at large one members shall be 

nominated by the board of directors of the corporation from among the 

National Ministries Division Committee of the General Assembly 

Council of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and shall be elected by the 

General Assembly Council. Such at large members shall be elected by 

the General Assembly Council for a four-year term, subject to 

confirmation by the General Assembly.  Each person so elected shall be 

eligible to serve up to a maximum of two terms.  No director may serve 

more than two terms, full or partial. 

 

Section 4.01.(h)  If the General Assembly Council does not elect a board 

member or the General Assembly does not confirm the election of a 

board member, where such election or confirmation is required by the 

1995 Deliverance, or the articles of incorporation or these bylaws, this 

shall result in the creation of a vacancy on the board of directors. 

 

Selections and nominations to the board of directors shall be in 

conformance with the Deliverance Concerning Corporate Structure of 

Certain Agencies of the General Assembly Council as adopted by the 

207
th
 General Assembly (1995) and amended by the 209

th
 General 

Assembly (1997), the 215
th
 General Assembly (2003) and the 218

th
 

General Assembly (2008) (the ñ1995 Deliveranceò).  In making 

nominations and selections for the board of directors, consideration shall 

be given to the need for individuals who have the requisite qualifications, 

experience and skill to guide the corporation and carry out its stated 

purposes. 

 

Section 6.02.  Selection and Term of Office.  The board of directors of 

the Corporation, with the concurrence of the General Assembly Council 

shall elect a president for a term of four years, subject to confirmation by 

the General Assembly.  With the concurrence of the General Assembly 

Council, The board of directors may elect vice-presidents, a treasurer, 



 

and a secretary for terms of up to four years.  The Board of directors may 

elect other assistant executives.  The terms of the offices of the chair of 

the board and the vice-chair of the board shall be limited to not more than 

three consecutive one-year terms.  All elected and appointed officers and 

employees are subject to Section 6.04.  All officers shall be eligible for 

reelection. 

 

Section 6.05.  Vacancies.  A vacancy in any elective or appointed office 

because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or any other 

cause, shall be filled by the board of directors (with, where appropriate, 

the concurrence of the General Assembly Council and, where 

appropriate, in the case of the president the election is subject to 

confirmation by the General Assembly) or by the authority to which the 

power to fill such office has been delegated pursuant to Section 6.02 of 

this Article, as the case may be, and if the office is one for which these 

bylaws prescribe a term, shall be filled for the unexpired portion of the 

term.  The refusal of the General Assembly Council or the General 

Assembly to concur in or confirm an election, where such concurrence or 

confirmation is required by the 1995 Deliverance, or the articles of 

incorporation or these bylaws, shall result in the creation of a vacancy in 

the office affected." 

 

10. Approve the increase in the net unrestricted expenditures and unrestricted funding 

for the 2008 Budget by $982,854, to be funded by PMPF.  Increase the net restricted 

expenses and restricted funding for the 2008 budget by $826,395.  The 2008 Revised 

Budget will be $31,841,159 unrestricted and $71,200,756 restricted for a total budget 

of $103,041,915 (Appendix 23, pages 88-92). 

 

11. Forward the Special Offerings Review Task Force to the 218th General Assembly 

(2008) (Appendix 23, pages 93-131). 

 

ACTION 18ï208 Approve Allocations from Capital Reserve Fund 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve an allocation of $151,600 ($71,600 Building 

Services; and $80,000 Communications & Funds Development/Creative Services) for requests from 

Presbyterian Center Services and Communication and Funds Development from the Capital Reserve 

Fund. 

 

Adams reported the following items of information from the committee: 

 Received and transmitted the General Assembly Mission and Program operating 

reports as of December 31, 2007 (Appendix 23, pages 132-137). 

 Elected Carolyn Knight as Chair of the Stewardship and Mission Support Committee 

and Conrad Rocha as the Vice Chair of the Stewardship and Mission Support 

Committee for the 2008-2009 term to begin immediately following the close of 218th 

General Assembly (2008). 

 



 

The report of the Stewardship and Shared Support Committee is found in Appendix 23. 

 

Audit Committee Report 

Mary Lynn Walters presented the report of the committee. Walters reported that the committee 

elected Gordon Nielsen as chair of the committee for 2008ï2009. 

 

The report of the Audit Committee is found in Appendix 24. 

 

Vice Chair Charles Easley assumed the chair. 

 

Executive Committee Report 

All ison Seed presented the report of the committee. Two items were pulled from the proposed 

consent agenda for individual consideration. 

 

ACTION 19ï208 Approve Consent Agenda Items from Executive Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following consent agenda items: 

 Approve the proposal for a Consultation on Evangelism to be held at the Stony Point 

Conference Center in New York, beginning on Friday, May 9, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. and 

ending at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday May 10 (Appendix 25, pages 5ï6); 

 Approve, upon recommendation of its Restricted Funds Oversight Subcommittee, the 

2007 Restricted Funds Grants for Fund 70047 (Appendix 25, page 7); 

 Approve changes to the Charter of the Independent Abuse Review Panel (Appendix 

26); 

 Approve the Executive Directorôs Office portion of the GAC report to the 218th 

General Assembly (Appendix 27); 

 Approve the following GAC Meeting Schedule changes: 

a. Change the GAC New Member Orientation to Wednesday, 

July 16, 2008 beginning at 9:00 a.m. in Louisville, KY, and 

b. Change the meeting dates and place for the September 2008 

GAC meeting to, Snowbird, Utah, beginning the afternoon of 

Sunday, September 28 with the Middle Governing 

Body/GAC meeting and ending at noon on Friday, October 3; 

and 

 Approve that the proceeds of the sale of Mary Holmes College property in West 

Point, Mississippi be used as follows: 

a.  Recover net asset - $50,241, 

b.  Recover loan from General Assembly Council - $456,063, 

c.  Recover Christmas Joy Offering used in bankruptcy (net of 

receipts) - $534,326, 

d.  Recover cost of closing the transaction (including a possible 

settlement with the U.S. Department of Education), 

e.  Cover the cost of erecting an historical marker in honor of 

Mary Holmes College, and 

f.  Remaining funds would establish a fund that would meet the 

unique needs of Historically Presbyterian Racial Ethnic 



 

Institutions (HPREI) as directed by the 217th General 

Assembly (2006). 

In addition, the Spirituality and Discipleship Committee would convene a 

subcommittee to develop a case statement that would govern the use of these 

remaining funds. The subcommittee would report back to the General Assembly 

Council Executive Committee in April 2008. 

 

ACTION 20ï208 Approve Revised GAC Manual of Operations 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve and forward to the 218th General Assembly 

(2008) the revised General Assembly Council Manual of Operations (Appendix 2) with the 

following additional amendments: 

1. Insert an opening statement to page 2, Section C (refer to Appendix 2) to read: 

ñThe General Assembly Council may change the names, number, and structure of 

GAC committees in order to carry out the goals and objectives of the Mission Work 

Plan using the process delineated in Appendix 13.ò; 

2. Strike the words ña pool ofò in the note in Section IV. A. 3. b. (refer to page 10 of 

Appendix 2 of these minutes) of Appendix 1 in the Manual, so that the note in the 

section now reads: ñ(Note: When no current member of the General Assembly 

Council has the gifts or abilities required to serve on particular boards or entities that 

require GAC representation, the GAC Nominating Committee may select nominees 

from a pool of past GAC members. Ordinarily the term is for four years, non-

renewable.)ò; 

3. Strike the word ñthreeò and insert ñtwoò in Section VI.D.1. (refer to page 16 of 

Appendix 2 of these minutes) of Appendix 1 in the Manual, so that the sentence now 

reads: ñGeneral Assembly Council members shall be elected to the Mission 

Committees and Audit Committee for a three two-year term, eligible for one 

additional term. [Refer to IV.A.3.b. (1)]ò; 

4. Move the section regarding atïlarge members from the glossary to the section on the 

naming of atïlarge members, thereby addressing the composition of the council with 

the addition of nonïvoting members (including atïlarge membership);  

5. Strike the purpose statement and the mission statement on the inside front cover of 

the document (page 9 of Appendix 2 in these minutes) and insert the text of the 

Mission Work Plan 2009ï2012; and 

6. Strike existing language in Section IV.B. (1 through 5) of Appendix 1 (page 14 of 

Appendix 2 of these minutes) and replace with the one word goals of the Mission 

Work Plan 2009ï2012.  

 

ACTION 21ï208 Approve Revision to Organization for Mission 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve and send to the Committee on the Office of the 

General Assembly revisions to Section IV. of the Organization for Mission (refer to Appendix 3 in 

these minutes) with the following amendment: ñStrike the second paragraph of Section II.A. (found 

on page 11 of Appendix 3 in these minutes) and insert ñCalled by God and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, the General Assembly Council of the Presbyterian Church (USA) offers the world a visible 

witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. With congregations, governing bodies, and other mission partners 

we serve the church in mission.ò 



 

  

Seed clarified that the action proposed (Action 22ï208) is applicable only to GACôs advisory and 

advocacy committees and commissions.  

 

ACTION 22ï208 Approve Recommendation on Review Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to recommend that the 218th General Assembly (2008) 

create a review committee to review the service of the whole of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

and its permanent, advocacy, and advisory committees and commissions (Appendix 25, page 8). 

 

ACTION  23ï208 Approve Reorganization of Ministry Areas  

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the reorganization of Peace and Justice, Relief 

and Development and World Mission combining Jinishian Memorial Program and International 

Health Ministries into World Mission and combining the other ministries of Relief and Development 

with Peace and Justice to create a ministry area called Compassion, Peace, and Justice (Appendix 

25, pages 9-19). 

 

ACTION 24ï208 Approve Comment on Review Report 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve a comment to the 218th General Assembly 

(2008) regarding the General Assembly Committee on Review Report of the General Assembly 

Council (Appendix 25, pages 20-22). 

 

ACTION 25ï208 Approve Per Capita Budget 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  that upon recommendation of the GAC Executive 

Committee and the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly, approve and forward to the 

218th General Assembly (2008), the report and recommendations of the Per Capita Budget 

(Appendix 25, pages 23-33). 

 

The report of the Executive Committee is found in Appendix 25. 

 

Mission Work Plan 2009ï2012 

Mary Marks King presented the plan for consideration. 

 

ACTION 2 6ï208 Approve Core Values, Goal Areas, and Strategic Goals of Mission Work 

Plan 2009ï2012 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the core values, goal areas, and strategic goals 

of the 2009ï2012 Mission Work Plan (Appendix 28) with the following amendment: strike the text 

of the section on Stewardship (Appendix 28, page 4, lines 26ï38) and insert the following: ñThe 

General Assembly Council will commit itself and inspire people to live in grateful response to Godôs 

abundant grace and gifts by:  

 Professing a common understanding within our Reformed tradition of a theology of abundant 

living and giving; 

 Communicating the vision, mission and ministry of the General Assembly Council within 

the context of the PCUSA; 

 Inviting people into a; meaningful response to Godôs abundance; 

 Urging responsible care for Godôs creative work in the environment; and 



 

 Effectively managing the churchôs resources while leading the PCUSA with purpose, 
transparency, integrity and commitment.ò 

 

Nominating Committee Report 

Carolyn McLarnan presented the report of the committee. 

 

The council amended the recommendation of the committee and took the following action: 

 

ACTION 27ï208 Elected Rocha to GAC Executive Committee; Referred Election of Additional 

Member Back to Nominating Committee   

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to elect Conrad Rocha as an atïlarge member of the GAC 

Executive Committee for a one year term, effective with the adjournment of the 218th General 

Assembly (2008) and referred the election of an additional atïlarge member back to the GAC 

Nominating Committee for election at the April meeting.  

 

Report Two of the Nominating Committee is found in Appendix 29. 

 

Closing Worship 

The council closed its meeting with worship led by Frank Adams, Jean Demmler, Linda Toth, and 

Carolyn Knight. 

 

Adjournment  

With the conclusion of the service of worship, Seed adjourned the meeting of the General Assembly 

Council at 12:10 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Kerry S. Clements 

Associate Stated Clerk  Appendices 1-29 

 


