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Minutes of the 

 General Assembly Council 

 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 

September 26–29, 2006 
 

The eighty-first stated business meeting of the General Assembly Council (GAC) was held September 

26–29, 2006, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 

Pre-meeting events, held September 25–26, 2006, are noted for information. 

 

Monday, September 25 

The Restricted Funds Oversight Subcommittee met from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the Hialeah Room 

of the Hyatt Regency Hotel, followed by dinner in the Oaks Room at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Personnel Subcommittee met from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Gulfstream Room of the Hyatt 

Regency Hotel, with dinner at 6:30 p.m. in the Board Room. 

 
 
Tuesday, September 26 

The Mission Funding Task Force met in the Gulfstream Room of the Hyatt Regency Hotel from 8:00 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

The Restricted Funds Oversight Subcommittee met in the Hialeah Room of the Hyatt Regency Hotel 

from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

 

The General Assembly Council Executive Committee met in the Pimlico Room of the Hyatt Regency 

Hotel from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 



 

 

Members of the General Assembly Council met with presbytery and synod executives in Rooms 109 and 

112 of the Kentucky International Convention Center from 3:00 p.m. until 9:30 p.m., recessing for dinner 

from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Regency North Room of the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Following the joint 

meeting, members of the council and presbytery and synod executives were invited to join Linda 

Valentine, Executive Director, for a time of questions and conversation at 9:30 p.m. in the Kentucky Suite 

of the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 

 
Tuesday, September 26 

The council met for breakfast from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. in the Regency South Room of the Hyatt 

Regency Hotel. 

 

Members of the council continued their joint meeting with presbytery and synod executives from 8:30 

a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Rooms 109 and 112 of the Kentucky International Convention Center. 
 

Convene 

The General Assembly Council convened at 4:00 p.m. in the Regency Ballroom North of the Hyatt 

Regency Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky. Allison Seed, Chair of the General Assembly Council, called the 

meeting to order. Charles Easley offered the opening prayer. 

 

ACTION 1-906 Approve Agenda 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the agenda (Appendix 1). 
 

Roll Call 

Kerry Clements, Associate Stated Clerk, Office of the General Assembly, called the roll by naming the 

absentees and reporting requests to be excused. 
 

The Following Members of the General Assembly Council Present for All or Part of the Time 

Were: Elder Frank Adams, Elder Carol J. Adcock, Elder Stephen N. Benz, Elder John Bolt, Elder J. 

Michael Castonis, Elder John E. Davison, Elder Jean Demmler, Elder Pamila G. Deichmann, Elder 

Charles F. Easley Sr., The Reverend B. Gordon Edwards, The Reverend Susan J. Ezell, Elder Joanne V. 

Fassett, Elder Alan D. Ford, The Reverend Thomas W. Gillespie, The Reverend Joan S. Gray (ex-officio), 

Elder Esperanza Guajardo, Elder Catrelia Hunter, Elder Carol G. Hylkema, Elder LaVert W. Jones, The 

Reverend Mary Marks King, The Reverend Linda A. Knieriemen, Elder Carolyn C. Knight, Elder 

Michael W. Kruse, Elder Reginald S. Kuhn, Elder Jacquelin J. Lyman, Elder Carolyn M. McLarnan, 

Elder Doug Megill, Elder Ann H. Moe, The Reverend Dale Lindsay Morgan, Elder Kenneth R. Newbold, 

Elder Alice Okazaki, Elder Manley E. Olson, Elder Ethan R-C Powell, Elder Ellen R. Rexing, Elder 

Conrad M. Rocha, Elder Linda Scholl, The Reverend Allison K. Seed, The Reverend Gary F. Skinner, 

Elder Andrew B. Sonneborn, Andrea Catherine Stokes, The Reverend Linda W. Toth, Elder Rick Ufford-

Chase (ex-officio), Elder Mary Lynn Walters, and Elder Jim Dave Wilson. 

 

The following persons were noted as absent: Elder Jonathan N. Abiera and Elder Choong Jeong Kim.  

 



  

Corresponding: Elder F. William Gray, The Reverend Reginald V. Parsons, The Reverend Zane K. 

Buxton, Elder John Baugh, Elder Linda B. Valentine, The Reverend Mauricio Chacon, The Reverend 

Clifton Kirkpatrick (Dr.), and Elder Barbara Wheeler (Dr.). 

 

The Following Members of the General Assembly Council Staff--Office of the Executive Director, 

Present for All or Part of the Time Were: Debbie Gardiner (Ms.), Nancy Hamilton (Ms.), Sherri Pettway 

(Ms.), and Alejandra Sherman (Ms.). 

 

The Following Division Directors, the Executive Director, the Deputy for Shared Services, and the 

President of the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program, Inc., Present for All or Part of the Time 

Were: Elder Joey Bailey, The Reverend Donald G. Campbell, Elder Linda Valentine, The Reverend Jay 

Hudson, The Reverend Curtis A. Kearns, Jr., The Reverend Marian McClure, and The Reverend Gary 

Torrens. 

 

The Following Invited Participants, Guests, Observers, and Staff Present for All of Part of the Time 

Were: John Adams (Mr.), Elder Beth Basham (Dr.), The Reverend James D. Berkley, The Reverend 

Edward Brogan, The Reverend Will Browne, Elder Patricia Chapman, Teresa Chrappa (Ms.), Martha 

Clark (Ms.), Constante D. Claro (Mr.), The Reverend Kerry Clements, The Reverend James Collie, The 

Reverend Gary Cook, Bill Connors (Mr.), Barry Creech (Mr.), The Reverend Belinda Curry, Sanjana Das, 

April Davenport (Ms.), Deborah Davies (Ms.), The Reverend Jan DeVries, The Reverend Art DeYoung, 

Lindy Ebbs (Ms.), Sherry Flyn (Ms.), Elder Judy R. Fletcher, The Reverend Deborah Fortel, Tiffany 

Gonzales (Ms.), Eric Graninger (Mr.), Pam Green (Ms.), Elder Joel Hanisek, Toya Hill (Ms.), The 

Reverend Lee Hinson-Hasty, The Reverend Chris Iosso, The Reverend Elenora Giddings Ivory, Magsood 

Kamil (Mr.), Paula Kinkaid (Ms.), The Reverend Rob Klouw, The Reverend Mark Koenig, Elder Roy 

Knight, The Reverend Bill Lancaster, The Reverend Mark Lancaster, Elder Sara Lisherness, Elder Gary 

Luhr, The Reverend Victor Makari, Stephanie M. Morris (Ms.), Pierre Mpia Mopendio (Mr.), Emerson 

Morales (Mr.), Margaret G. Mulloy (Ms.), The Reverend Marcia Clark Myers, Kristi Van Nostran (Ms.), 

The Reverend Emily Odom, The Reverend Jan Opdyke, Elder Mary Pace, The Reverend Gradye Parsons, 

Elder Patrice Paton, The Reverend David Peterson, Perrevoud Philippe (Mr.), The Reverend George 

Pope, Elder Dosie Powell, Yahya Tirta Prewitz (Ms.), Elder Joan Richardson, The Reverend Sam 

Roberson, Elder Susan Ryan, The Reverend Teresa Chavez Sauceda, Leslie Scanlon (Ms.), Marina 

Shishova (Ms.), The Reverend Bill Simmons, The Reverend Joe Small, Elder Valerie Small, Elder Mary 

Elva Smith, The Reverend Bill Somplatsky-Jarman, Elder Jesse Swanigan, Mark Tamthai (Mr.), The 

Reverend James Thomas, The Reverend David L. Van Arsdale, The Reverend Jerry Van Marter, Elder 

Debby Vial, The Reverend Dave Wasserman, Mamo Wejega (Ms.), Aida N. Werari (Ms.), DeBorah 

Gilbert White (Ms.), The Reverend Charles Wiley, Keith Wulff (Mr.), Vilma Yanez O., Elder David 

York, The Reverend Bill Young, and The Reverend Sharon Youngs. 

 

ACTION 2-906 Approve Excused Absences 

Excuses were offered on behalf of the following persons, and upon motion from the floor, the General 

Assembly Council VOTED to excuse these members from this meeting: Elder Edwin A. Gonzalez, Elder 

Betty C. Jones, Elder Bill Saul, and The Reverend Dan K. Schomer; and ecumenical advisory member 

Douglas W. Fromm.  

 



 

Quorum 

A quorum was declared present for the transaction of business. 

 

Appointments 

Seed announced the following appointments for the meeting: 

 Parliamentarian: Gradye Parsons; and 

 New business committee: Jacquelin Lyman and Andrew Sonneborn. 

 

ACTION 3-906 Approve April 2006 and May 2006 Minutes 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the minutes of the meetings of April, 2006 and May, 

2006 as presented.  

 

Linda Valentine announced the death of Marilyn Saul, wife of GAC member Bill Saul. Seed offered 

prayer for the Saul family. 

 

Review of Middle Governing Body Meeting 

Seed led the council in a review of the meeting just held with presbytery and synod executives. There 

were 119 middle governing body staff participating in the meeting. Feedback was received from several 

council members. 

 

Report of the Moderator 

The Reverend Joan Gray, Moderator of the 217th General Assembly (2006), shared comments about her 

experience as moderator.  

 

eDimes Presentation 

Lindy Ebbs and Bill Connors gave a report to the council on the eDimes (electronic Data Integration 

for Mission Effectiveness and Support) project. Goals of the project are to:   

1. Make PCUSA and headquarters more responsive to its constituents, from members to 

congregations to middle governing bodies. 

2. Increase the funds development capabilities of PCUSA 

3. Increase participants ease and efficiency in working with such data. 

The project has three phases: 1. re-engineer The Raiser’s Edge and implement The Financial Edge, 2. 

improve the current setup and use of The Raiser’s Edge as a foundation for greater use, and 3. add 

additional departments, users and function. Phases 1 and 2 are scheduled for completion by April 1, 2007.  
 

Presbyterian Women Report 

Catrelia Hunter presented a report on the work of Presbyterian Women and on the Churchwide Gathering 

held July 7–11, 2006. 

 

Middle East Presentation 

A update on the mission work being addressed by Presbyterians and ecumenical partners in the Middle 

East was presented by Sara Lisherness, Victor Makari, and Mark Koenig. The presentation included the 

humanitarian issues concerning the recent Hezbollah/Lebanon conflict. 

 

 



  

Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) 

Carol Hylkema and Gary Skinner presented a report on MRTI and the process of divestment. 

 

Introduction of International Peacemakers 

Sara Lisherness introduced international peacemakers to the council from partner churches in Colombia, 

France, Congo, Russia, Sudan, India, Pakistan, Phillipines, Guatemala, Indonesia, Thailand, and Ethiopia. 

 

Recess 

The council recessed at 6:05 p.m. following prayer offered by Ellen Rexing. 

 

Dinner 

The council met for dinner in the Hyatt Regency Ballroom South of the Hyatt Regency Hotel at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

Thursday, September 28, 2006 

The council met for breakfast from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. in the Hyatt Regency Ballroom South. 

 

Reconvene 

Seed reconvened the council at 8:30 a.m. in the Hyatt Regency Ballroom North with worship led by 

Thomas Gillespie. 

 

Mission Work Plan Report 

Marcia Myers and Joe Small presented a report on the leadership and vocation team of the Mission Work 

Group. Deborah Fortel, project manager for the Hard-to-Call project team, updated the council on the 

work and findings of that team. Lee Hinson-Hasty, project manager for the Discerning Christian Vocation 

project team, outlined the work of that team to date. 

 

Nominating Committee Report 

Ann Moe presented the report of the GAC Nominating Committee. 

Separate actions: 

 

ACTION 4-906 Elect Persons to Finance Committee  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to elect the following persons to the Finance Committee, Class 

of 2007: Frank Adams, Alan Ford, Carolyn Knight, Reg Kuhn, Alice Okazaki, Linda Toth and Jim Dave 

Wilson. 

 

ACTION 5-906 Elect Kim, Rocha, Walters to Audit Committee  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to elect the following persons to the Audit Committee, Class of 

2007: Choong Kim, Conrad Rocha, Mary Lynn Walters, Chair. 

 

ACTION 6-906 Elect Davison and Saul to PCCMP  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to elect the following persons to the Presbyterian Council for 

Chaplains and Military Personnel (PCCMP): John Davison (Class of 2008) and Bill Saul (Class of 2008). 

 



 

The report of the General Assembly Nominating Committee is found in Appendix 2. 

 

Break/Reconvene 

The council recessed for a break from 10:05 a.m. to 10:20 a.m. 

 

Mission Initiative: Joining Hearts and Hands 

Seed recognized Emily Odom, who other recognized members of the Mission Initiative staff (Jan Opdyke, 

Patrice Paton, David York), provided background on the Mission Initiative and introduced the chair of the 

committee, Dave Peterson. Peterson presented a report on the progress made by the campaign and its 

future plans.  

 

Charles Easley assumed the chair. 

 

Executive Committee Report 

See presented the report of the Executive Committee. 

 

ACTION 7-906 Elect Olson and Morgan to Advocacy Committees  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to elect the following persons to advocacy committees for the 

class of 2008: Manley Olson (Advocacy Committee for Women’s Concerns) and Dale Lindsay Morgan 

(Advocacy Committee for Racial Ethnic Concerns). 

 

ACTION 8-906 Approve GAC Staff Leadership Structure 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the following: 

As of October 1, 2006, the GAC staff leadership structure will change to: 

 Executive Director 

 Deputy Executive Director for Mission (formerly Witness) 

 Deputy Executive Director for Shared Services (formerly Support Services 

 Deputy Executive Director for Communication and Funds Development (beginning in 

December) 

 Executive Administrator 

From August 31, 2006, through the March 2007 GAC meeting, the Executive Director will take 

all necessary and reasonable actions to carry out the reorganization of the GAC staff, including 

staff leadership. As part of this function, the Executive Director will oversee a Management 

Transition Team in its work (Appendix 3, p. 9). 

 

ACTION 9-906 Approve New Organizational Structure 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve a new organizational structure (Appendix 3, p.7). 

 

ACTION 10-906 Approve Timeline 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve a timeline with the understanding that the Executive 

Director may make adjustments to that timeline as the Executive Director deems necessary (Appendix 3, 

p. 8). 

 

 



  

ACTION 11-906 Approve Resolution on Confirming Deputy Executive Directors 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the following resolution: 

Resolved, after the Executive Director has selected and hired the Deputy Executive Directors 

for Mission, Shared Services, and Communication and Funds Development, the GAC 

Executive Committee is authorized to act on behalf of the GAC in voting whether or not to 

confirm these selections. If the Executive Director has selected any of the Deputy Executives 

prior to the September 2006 GAC meeting, the GAC itself will vote on the confirmation at 

the September meeting. 

 

ACTION 12-906 Approve Reorganization Terms 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the following reorganization terms: 
 

Restructure of Certain Associate Director Level Positions 

Effective December 31, 2006 

 

The following positions will be eliminated effective December 31, 2006, as part of the 

GAC’s on-going reorganization: 

1. Associate Director/Ecumenical Partnership (WMD) 

2. Associate Director/Global Service and Witness (WMD) 

3. Associate Director/People in Mutual Mission (WMD) 

4. Associate Director/Women’s Ministries (NMD) 

5. Associate Director/Leadership and Vocation (NMD) 

6. Associate Director/Evangelism and Witness (NMD) 

7. Associate Director/Justice and Compassion (NMD) 

8. Associate Director/Presbyterian Peacemaking Program (CMD) 

9. Associate Director/Theology and Worship (CMD) 

10. Publisher/Congregational Ministries Publishing and Christian Education (CMD) 

 

Those current staff members filling the above ten positions will be offered reduction-in-

force packages under the GAC Employee Handbook, Sections 11.01e and 11.02. These 

packages will be effective December 31, 2006. All ten staff members will be eligible to 

apply for all open staff positions, including the six new program director positions. 

 

 

ACTION 13-906 Approve Change to GAC Employee Handbook 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the following change to the GAC Employee 

Handbook: 

 

Add a new Section 6.02(2)d and 6.02d(3) and renumber existing Section 6.02d (Other 

Compensation) 6.02d(1): 
 

 6.02d(2) Honoraria Not to be Paid to Employees. Because GAC employees are paid with 

funds contributed by congregations and middle governing bodies, employees should not request or 

accept honoraria from those entities when the employee is providing a service (for example, 

speaking or conducting workshops) related to the employee’s work for GAC. For purposes of this 



 

Section 6.02d(2): honoraria‖ means donations or gratuitous payments in consideration of a single 

event service for which payment would not normally be made or required had the service been 

performed for the employer. If the congregation or middle governing body insists upon providing 

an honorarium for the single event service, that payment shall be paid to the employer, not the 

employee. These are two exceptions to this rule: 1) The host may reimburse reasonable travel, 

meal, and lodging expenses to the employer: and 2) payment under Section 6.02d(3) below. 
 

 6.02d(3) Outside Employment. Outside employment, including but not limited to, serving 

in a paid, temporary pastoral relationship with a particular church (for example as a stated supply) 

is permitted as long as such outside employment does not interfere with the performance of the 

employee’s work duties for the GAC or result in a Conflict of Interest as that term is defined in 

the Ethics Policy For Employees. 

 

ACTION 14-906 Confirm Selection of Bailey as Deputy for Shared Services 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to confirm GAC Executive Director Linda Valentine’s selection 

of Elder Joey B. Bailey as the Deputy Executive Director for Shared Services (formerly Support 

Services). 

 

ACTION 15-906 Concur with Election of Little as Foundation Vice President 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to concur with the Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation 

Board’s election of Mr. Ryan E. Little as Vice President, Director of Marketing.  

 

ACTION 16-906 Elect Skinner and McLarnan to GAC Nominating Committee  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to elect the following nominees to the General Assembly 

Council Nominating Committee, Class of 2008: Gary Skinner and Carolyn McLarnan. 

 

ACTION 17-906 Approve Appointment of Task Force on Viability of MGBs 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve that the GAC Chair, in consultation with the GAC 

Executive Director, appoint a task force to explore the possibility of holding a consultation with 

presbyteries and synods to consider the issue of their future viability. Members of the task force will 

include the Chair of the GAC, the Chair of the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly, the 

GAC Executive Director, the Governing Body Relationships Coordinator, and others as determined. 

 

ACTION 18-906 Approve List of 2006 Restricted Fund Grants 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the list of 2006 Restricted Funds Grants (Appendix 

4, pp. 4–5). 

 

ACTION 19-906 Approve Meeting of Restricted Funds Oversight Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve that the Restricted Funds Oversight Subcommittee of 

the GAC Executive Committee meet in January 2007, in Louisville, Kentucky, to consider its policies and 

procedures generally, as well as applications from appropriate governing bodies, governing bodies in the 

western five synods, requesting grants from fund 70047 restricted to the purpose of "train[ing] ministers 

for preaching/teaching Bible, Western US‖. 

 

 



  

ACTION 20-906 Approve Charter for Heiserman Bequest Task Force 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the following charter for the Heiserman Bequest 

Task Force: 

The task force for the Heiserman Bequest shall consider and make recommendation for the use 

of the funds received by the Council from the Heiserman Bequest, which is expected to be 

approximately $9.12 million dollars. Most of the funds will be received in 2007. However, due to the 

sale of real estate the final proceeds may be received in 2008. The General Assembly Council (GAC) 

determined in May, 2006 that $2.5 million of the gift is to be used to support existing mission 

personnel in 2007-2008. The task force is requested to: 

Á consider terms by which 10% of the amount received by the GAC be gifted for use in 

the mission of the Yuma, Colorado church and presbytery,  

Á to recommend the use of the remainder, which may be for designated or undesignated 

purposes of the General Assembly Council, and  

Á report to the General Assembly Council in March 2007.  

Meetings shall be held by conference call or other communications; no in-person meeting is 

expected. 

 

ACTION 21-906 Approve Recommendations on Incorporation Study 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve recommendations for an Incorporation Study for 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Relief and Development Work (Appendix 4, pp. 6–8). 

 

The reports of the Executive Committee are found in Appendix 3 (Report One) and Appendix 4 (Report 

Two). 

 

Seed assumed the chair. 

 

Recess 

The council was recessed at 12:10 a.m. with prayer offered by Bill Gray, corresponding member. 

 

Lunch 

The council gathered for lunch in The Spire Restaurant at the Hyatt Regency Hotel at 12:15 p.m. 

 

Committee Meetings 

The council met in assigned committees from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., followed by committee dinners. 

 

 

Friday, September 29, 2006 

The council met for breakfast in the Hyatt Regency Ballroom South from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

 

Reconvene 

The council was reconvened by Chair Allison Seed in the Hyatt Regency Ballroom North at 8:30 a.m. 

with worship led by Thomas Gillespie. 

 



 

Implementation Work Group 

Steve Benz presented the report of the work group.  

 

ACTION 22–906 Approve Roles and Responsibilities Document 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the ―Roles, Responsibilities, and Accountabilities of 

Elected Members‖ document found in Appendix 5. 

 

ACTION 23–906 Adopt 2006-2007 GAC Covenant 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to adopt the following covenant for the 2006–2007 General 

Assembly Council: 

2006-2007 Covenant 

of the 

General Assembly Council 

 

We, the General Assembly Council called to this ministry as disciples of Jesus Christ, 

covenant together to: 

 

 Seek God’s will, remaining open to fresh movement of the Holy Spirit, acting boldly 

and creatively for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in ministry and mission  

 

 Relate to one another with honesty, trust, respect, openness and kindness, 

proclaiming God’s graciousness by risking and daring transformation in our lives and 

work 

 

 Be faithful stewards, seeking to make wise decisions in partnership with the greater 

church, doing our homework, listening to all points of view, working for consensus, 

and faithfully supporting decisions we have made 

 

 Worship and pray with joy and appreciation for God’s guidance in doing this work 
 

ACTION 24–906 Approve Suspension of Manual of Operations 

The General Assembly Council VOTED that the provisions of the GAC Manual of Operations relating to 

the composition of the executive committee of the GAC (Appendix 1, section V.A.1. Membership) be 

suspended to allow the current membership to remain in place until such time as the new structure has 

been finalized. 

 

Benz reported the following items for information: 

 

 The Executive Director will be allowed flexibility to structure the staff work prior to the 

establishment of the committee structure on the chance that changes may be needed and will be 

easier to achieve if there is not rigidity of committee structure. 

 The old divisions be tasked with the functions of the GAC at this meeting and that the old chairs 

of each of those divisions be tasked with making sure that the business of each group is 

managed. Each division will not necessarily handle the work that the old division was tasked with 



  

and may handle other business as necessary, with emphasis on consent agendas for the plenary 

session.  

 The GAC will invite the presidents of our seminaries, including Fuller and Gordon-Conwell (but 

not limited to just those), to participate in conversation with the GAC at the March meeting of our 

body, in much the same manner as the MGB execs. 

 The GAC staff and elected will be encouraged to travel the country with the Executive Director to 

presbytery and synod functions. 

 

The report of the Implementation Work Group is found in Appendix 6. 

 

Report of Committee to Review the April 2006 Closed Meeting Sessions 

Jaquelin Lyman presented a report from the committee.  

 

ACTION 25–906 Approve Recommendations from Review of April 2006 Sessions 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve recommendations 1-3 of the report: 

 

1. The General Assembly Council (GAC) direct its chair to send a letter to the signers of the 

May 3, 2006 letter. This letter should A) Thank the signers for bringing their concerns to the 

attention of the GAC; B) Acknowledge that the exclusion of Ecumenical Advisory Member 

Bishop Douglas E. Theuner constituted an irregularity under the Book of Order and apologize 

to Bishop Theuner for that mistake; C) Acknowledge that it would have been preferable to 

inform Bishop Theuner and the corresponding members of the proposal to go into private 

session before they traveled to the GAC meeting; D) Other elements as the GAC chair deems 

appropriate. 
 

2. The GAC amend its Manual of Operations in the following manner (text to be deleted is 

shown with strikethrough; text to be inserted is shown with underline): 

 

―Executive and Private Sessions 

D. Closed Meetings 

 

Executive and private sessions Closed meetings shall be held in accordance with the 

General Assembly ―Open Meeting Policy‖ (see Appendix 4). In closed meetings, only 

voting members of the council, committee at-large members, those members of the 

council mandated by the Book of Order (if any), and other persons explicitly invited by the 

council to serve it are to be present. The council may determine, by majority vote, that it 

wishes to go into a closed meeting. either executive or private session. In either, the 

minutes kept may be approved only in a session of similar type. Minutes kept of a closed 

meeting may be approved only in a closed meeting. All present in a closed meeting are 

honor bound to keep the confidentiality of the discussion of the closed meeting. 

 

The GAC Executive Director, in conjunction with the GAC Chair, develops the agenda 

for council meetings (Appendix 1). Ordinarily, when the use of a closed meeting can be 

anticipated, the GAC Chair or Executive Director will provide advance notice to the GAC 



 

that a closed meeting is recommended. When possible, this advance notice will indicate 

those non-voting members recommended for inclusion in the closed meeting. 

 

1. Executive Sessions—An executive session shall be scheduled at every General 

Assembly Council meeting to be used as necessary. Those persons permitted to 

attend an executive session of the council are all voting and corresponding 

members of the council. 

2. Private Sessions—A private session shall be included in the agenda when its use 

can be anticipated. Those persons permitted to attend a private session of the 

council are all voting members of the council. 

 

Other persons may attend either an executive session or a private session only if 

explicitly invited to do so by the council. All present are honor-bound to keep the 

confidentiality of the discussion of the executive or private session.‖ 

 

3. If the General Assembly Open Meeting Policy is reviewed for changes the GAC chair or GAC 

Executive Director (as appropriate) will appoint GAC elected or staff members to participate 

in those reviews. 

 

The report of the Committee to Review the April 2006 Closed Meeting Sessions is found in Appendix 7. 

 

Valentine acknowledged the work of division directors Curtis Kearns, Marian McClure, and Don 

Campbell. 

 

National Ministries Division Committee Report 

Manley Olson presented the report of the National Ministries Division Committee. 

 

Olson introduced James Thomas and Rob Klouw who made a presentation of the new initiatives being 

taken in the area of evangelism and witness. 

 

The report of the National Ministries Division Committee is found in Appendix 8. 

 

Break/Reconvene 

The council recessed for a break from 10:00 a.m. to 10:20 a.m. 

 

Worldwide Ministries Division Committee Report 

Carol Adcock presented the report of the Worldwide Ministries Division Committee. 

 

ACTION 26–906 Approve Pandemic Flu Plans for International Mission Personnel 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the following items as they concern International 

Mission Personnel and staff who travel internationally: 

a. That the team continue its work on pandemic flu preparedness for PC(USA) 

international mission personnel and Worldwide Ministries Division (WMD) staff who 

travel internationally, including the addition of a medical consultant to the team, and 

bring its final report and recommendations to the GAC in March of 2007; 



  

b. That a Crisis Management Team and a Crisis Manager, all with international experience 

and relevant skill sets, be named by WMD to manage the crisis for international mission 

personnel and staff who travel internationally, when/if it reaches Phase 4 of the six-phase 

World Health Organization (WHO) world alert system; and 

c. That given the preliminary financial implications of responding to the pandemic, the GAC 

consider when it may wish to earmark Presbyterian Mission Program Funds (PMPF) to 

cover this possible extraordinary expense. 

 

ACTION 27–906 Approve Recommendations Regarding Jinishian Memorial Program 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to:  

a. Concur with the US Advisory Committee (USAC) of the Jinishian Memorial Program 

(JMP) in the suspension of section IV.A.3 of the JMP Operating Guidelines, which 

expresses the intent of the Worldwide Ministries Division (WMD) to name the WMD 

Coordinator for the Middle East to membership on USAC; 

b. Approve the appointment of Cynthia White, the Coordinator of Self-Development of 

People, as a PC(USA) representative on the United States Advisory Committee of the 

Jinishian Memorial Program (JMP), replacing Victor Makari, who has become the 

Coordinator for JMP. 

 

ACTION 28–906 Authorize Consideration of Mission Initiative to Fund Mission Personnel 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to authorize the Executive Committee to look at the 

implications of the Mission Initiative Campaign (MI:JHH) for funding international mission and the 

sending of mission coworkers and examine whether or not the MI:JHH campaign is the vehicle for 

accomplishing that, and if so, how it will be funded. 

 

ACTION 29-906 Approved Seeking 2007 Funding for Mission Initiative Campaign 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to instruct the GAC Executive Committee to seek sources of 

funding thru 2007 for the MI:JHH [Mission Initiative: Joining Hearts and Hands] campaign and authorize 

the Executive Committee to approve the source of funds once identified. 

 

Adcock called attention to pages 23 through 28 of the report (Appendix 9) that outlines the locations 

around the world in which mission personnel are posted. 

The report of the Worldwide Ministries Division Committee is found in Appendix 9. 

Congregational Ministries Division (CMD) Committee Report 

Dale Lindsay Morgan presented the report of the Congregational Ministries Division Committee. 

 

ACTION 30–906 Approve Receipt of On-going/Unfinished Items from CMD 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to receive a list of ―On-going and/or Unfinished Business‖ items 

of CMD and refer it to the Office of the Executive Director, the appropriate Transition and Management 

Teams, and appropriate offices within the new GAC structure and give those who oversee the continuing 

work of the former CMD the authority to add additional items. 

 



 

Á Study of the Belhar Confession  

 

Á Follow-up to issues concerning the ―Trinity‖ paper received by the 217th General Assembly 

 

Á Follow-up to issues concerning the ―Sacramental Practices‖ paper approved by the 217th GA 

 

Á Clarify in the new structure how requests for approval of communion will be approved  

The 201st General Assembly in 1989 approved a recommendation by the then Theology and 

Worship Ministry Unit, that between meetings of the General Assembly, "the General Assembly 

Council be authorized to act upon requests from General Assembly-related entities to celebrate 

the Lord's Supper." These requests have come through CMDC to the GAC with the CMDC 

Executive Committee acting on behalf of the Committee between meetings of the CMDC. 

 

Á The relationship of COTE and the Office of Theological Education and the changes that would be 

needed for the GAC Manual of Operations (See some of the citations below and especially #3.). 

The GAC's relationship to COTE is through the Director's Office of CMD.  

 

From the GAC Manual of Operations: 

 

1- coordinated through the Congregational Ministries Division of the General Assembly 

Council." (GAC Manual of Operations, IX., Intro, pg. 31) 

 

2- "The Congregational Ministries Division accomplishes its work through particular program 

and resource offices organized in three areas, and provides staff support for the Committee on 

Theological Education:" (GAC Manual of Operations VI., A., Pg. 4) 

 

3- "Accountability and Lodgement 

Staff responsible for planning and coordinating work of the committee shall be appointed by the 

Director of the Congregational Ministries Division in consultation with the Committee on 

Theological Education. The staff shall be lodged within the Congregational Ministries Division 

and directly accountable to the Director of the Congregational Ministries Division. (GAC Manual 

of Operations, IX. 2., pg. 31) 

 

Á Participation in the National Religious Partnership on the Nuclear Weapons Danger with 

suggested referral to the incoming Director of Cluster 3, Social Justice, Peacemaking, Washing 

and UN Offices 

 

Á Ongoing relationship of GAC with the three national conference centers 

o Supervision of the director of Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu and Santa Fe and the director of Stony 

Point Conference Center 

o Review and comment of Minutes of Mountain Retreat Association Trustees of Stock/Board of 

Directors (Montreat). 

 

Á Understanding of the Board or Directors of Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu and Santa Fe and Stony Point 

Conference Center of the commitment of $20,000/year for 2007/2008 



  

Á This commitment to the conference centers is understood to be in the 2007-2008 budget by CMD 

Director 

 

Á CMD Covenant Group Relationships between CMD and: 

o Association of Retired Ministers Spouses and Survivors (ARMSS) 

o Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) 

o National Association of Presbyterian Scouters (NAPS)  

o Presbyterian Association of Musicians (PAM) 

o Presbyterian Association on Science, Technology, and Christian Faith (PASTCF) 

o Presbyterian Church Camp and Conference Association (PCCCA) 

o Presbyterian Men (PM) 

o Presbyterian Older Adult Ministry Network (POAMN) 

 

Á Older Adult Ministry Task Force – The 217
th

 (2006) GA asked that "an appropriate connecting 

point (or points) be clearly identified within the Mission Work Plan structure that will relate to the 

needs and issues of the older adult ministry networks, and that these connecting points be 

identified within the existing GAC staff." 

 

Á The funding portion of work with Older Adult Ministries that was lodged in CMD was forwarded 

to ―Funding‖ although it doesn’t appear in the budget anywhere. 

  

Á PC(USA) Curriculum – Remember that Overture 02-19 (214GA) affirmed the importance of high 

quality, affordable curriculum and noted that is can not be self-supportive and affordable 

 

Á The agreement to be publisher for Bible Quest needs to be continued through summer of 2008 

 

Á The ongoing agreements with Augsburg Fortress including Akaloo, a children’s hymnal, and 

Vacation Bible School, and Splash 

 

Á Distribution contract with Christian Board of Publication to distribute The Present Word and 

resolve their debt to PC(USA)  

 

Á Concern over failure of financial systems to interact with essential information provided 

electronically by ecumenical publishing partners 

 

Á Special Offering promotion is not budgeted in Mission Education and Promotion beyond the end 

of 2006. That work was forward to ―Funding.‖  

 

Á The General Assembly Council Special Offering Review Group is staffed by Mission Education 

and Promotion (Alan Krome). 

 

Á CMD has a commitment to the Hispanic constituency to continue the Hispanic curriculum. 

 

Á Continue discussion of the need for ―Shared Support‖ designated for Triennium 



 

 

Á Family Ministries Web page to be assigned 

 

Á Family Ministries ECO’s (nominal amount of money) 

 

Á Family Ministry Grant administration (monies from the former Presbyterian Mariners placed in 

foundation fund to be distributed to congregations engaged in family ministries 

 

The report of the Congregational Ministries Division Committee is found in Appendix 10. 

 

Mission Support Services Committee Report 

Frank Adams presented the report of the Mission Support Services Committee. 

 

ACTION 31–906 Approve MSS Consent Agenda  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the following consent agenda items: 

1. The allocation of National Mission Partnership Funds to synods for budget year 2007 as 

displayed in the schedule (Appendix 11, page 32); 

 

2. The reallocation of Independent Abuse Review Panel (IARP) funds from Presbyterian Mission 

Program Fund (PMPF) as noted in the schedule (Appendix 11, page 33); 

 

3. An allocation of $496,254 ($450,000 OIS; $39,140 Building Services; $5,500 Mail/Print 

Center; $1,614 Presbyterian Distribution Services.) for requests from the Office of Information 

Services, Presbyterian Center Services and the Presbyterian Distribution Services from the 

Capital Reserve Fund (Appendix 11, page 34). 

 

ACTION 32–906 Approve Adjusted Mission Budgets for 2007 and 2008 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve an adjusted 2007 Mission Budget in the amount of 

$98,926,093 and an adjusted 2008 Mission Budget in the amount of $97,274,919. 

 

Adams presented the following items for information. The committee: 

 Received the General Assembly Mission and Program operating reports as of August 31, 2006 

(Appendix 11, pages 2–5); 

 

 Received the Congregational Ministries Publishing - Curriculum Publishing Program Area 

Financials as of August 31, 2006. The subsidy for this program area is $180,000 less than 

anticipated (Appendix 11, pages 15–16); and 

 

 Received the allocation and classification of additions and new funds received from April 2006 to 

June 2006, totaling $382,000 (Appendix 11, pages 17–31) and referred them to the Foundation for 

their concurrence. 

 

The report of the Mission Support Services Committee is found in Appendix 11. 

 



  

ACTION 33-906 Convene as Board of PCUSA, A Corporation 

At 11:20 a.m., the General Assembly Council VOTED to convene as the Board of Directors of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation, and Its Constituent Corporations until 11:25 a.m. The 

record of these proceedings has been produced in a separate document. 

 

Audit Committee Report 

Mary Lynn Walters presented the report of the Audit Committee.  

 

ACTION 34–906 Approve and Transmit Audit for 2005 and 2004 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve and transmit to the General Assembly Council 

Review Committee the following: the audit report of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation, 

Consolidated Financial Statements and Supplemental Schedules, December 31, 2005 and 2004. 

 

Walters reported to the council that the internal audit investigation of the former associate director of 

finance and accounting has been completed. The report is found in Appendix 13.  

 

The report of the Audit Committee is found in Appendix 12. 

 

Mission Funding Task Force 

Conrad Rocha presented a report on the work of the Mission Funding Task Force. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the council was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. following a service of worship, 

led by members of the Implementation Work Group: LaVert Jones, Steve Benz, and Mary Lynn Walters, 

and Linda Knieriemen.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Kerry S. Clements 

Associate Stated Clerk  Appendices 1–13 

 


