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Minutes of the 

 General Assembly Council 

 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

 
September 18-21, 2007 

 

The eighty-third stated business meeting of the General Assembly Council (GAC) was held 

September 18-21, 2007, at the Galt House Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 

Pre-meeting events, held September 17-18, 2007, are noted for information. 

 

Monday, September 17 

The Audit Committee met at 10:30 a.m. in the Wilson Room of the Galt House Hotel in Louisville, 

Kentucky. Lunch was served for the committee in the Beckham Room of the hotel. 

 

The Restricted Funds Subcommittee met at 12:00 p.m. in the Fields Room of the Galt House Hotel, 

followed by dinner in the Morrow Room at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, September 18 

The Executive Committee met for breakfast at 7:30 a.m. in the Willow Room of the Galt House 

Hotel, followed by a meeting of the committee in the Brown Room from 8:30 a.m. till 11:30 a.m. 

 

The Personnel Committee met for lunch and a meeting in the Brown Room from 11:30 a.m. until 

1:00 p.m. 

 

The Middle Governing Body Open House was held at the Presbyterian Center from 1:00 p.m. to 

3:00 p.m. 

 



 

Members of the General Assembly Council met with presbytery and synod executives in the Chapel 

of the Presbyterian Center in Louisville, Kentucky from 3:00 p.m. until 5:45 p.m., recessing for 

dinner from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Archibald Room of the Galt House Hotel. Following 

dinner, the joint meeting continued in Grand Ballroom C of the Galt House Hotel from 7:00 p.m. 

until 9:00 p.m. Members of the council and presbytery and synod executives gathered for a time of 

hospitality in the Fountain Room of the hotel beginning at 9:00 p.m. 

 

 

Wednesday, September 19 

Members of the council and presbytery and synod executives gathered for breakfast in the Archibald 

Room of the Galt House Hotel from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

 

The meeting of the council and the presbytery and synod executives continued from 8:30 a.m. until 

3:00 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom C of the Galt House Hotel.  

 

Convene 

The General Assembly Council convened at 3:39 p.m. in Grand Ballroom C of the Galt House Hotel 

in Louisville, Kentucky. Allison Seed, chair of the General Assembly Council (GAC), called the 

meeting to order with prayer. 

 

ACTION 1ï907 Approve Agenda 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the agenda (Appendix 1). 

 

Roll Call  

Kerry Clements, Associate Stated Clerk, Office of the General Assembly, called the roll by naming 

the absentees and reporting requests to be excused. 
 

The Following Members of the General Assembly Council Present for All or Part of the Time Were: 

Elder Frank Adams, Elder Carol J. Adcock, Elder Stephen N. Benz, Elder John Bolt, Elder J. 

Michael Castonis, Elder John E. Davison, Elder Pamila G. Deichmann, Elder Jean Demmler, Elder 

Charles F. Easley Sr., The Reverend B. Gordon Edwards, The Reverend Susan J. Ezell, Elder Joanne 

V. Fassett, Elder Alan D. Ford, The Reverend Thomas W. Gillespie, The Reverend Joan S. Gray 

(ex-officio), Elder Esperanza Guajardo, Elder Catrelia Hunter, Elder Carol G. Hylkema, Elder Betty 

C. Jones, Elder LaVert W. Jones, The Reverend Mary Marks King, The Reverend Linda A. 

Knieriemen, Elder Carolyn C. Knight, Elder Michael W. Kruse, Elder Reginald S. Kuhn, Elder 

Jacquelin J. Lyman, Elder Carolyn M. McLarnan, Elder Doug Megill, Elder Ann H. Moe, The 

Reverend Dale Lindsay Morgan, Elder Kenneth R. Newbold, Elder Alice Okazaki, Elder Manley E. 

Olson, Elder Ellen R. Rexing, Elder Conrad M. Rocha, Elder Bill Saul, Elder Linda Scholl, The 

Reverend Dan K. Schomer, The Reverend Allison K. Seed, The Reverend Gary F. Skinner, Elder 

Andrew B. Sonneborn, The Reverend Linda W. Toth, Elder Rick Ufford-Chase (ex-officio), Elder 

Mary Lynn Walters, and Elder Jim Dave Wilson. 

 

Corresponding: The Reverend Zane K. Buxton, Elder John Baugh, Elder Noushin Framke, Elder  F. 

William Gray, The Reverend Clifton Kirkpatrick (Dr.), The Reverend Reginald V. Parsons, Elder 

Linda B. Valentine, and The Reverend Dean K. Thompson (Dr.).  



  

 

The Following Deputy Directors, Executive Administrator, and the President of the Presbyterian 

Investment and Loan Program, Inc., Present for All or Part of the Time Were: Elder Joey Bailey, 

The Reverend Jay Hudson, The Reverend Curtis A. Kearns, Jr., Elder Karen L. Schmidt, and The 

Reverend Tom Taylor. 

 

The Following Members of the General Assembly Council Staff (Offices of the Executive Director 

and the Executive Administrator) Present for All or Part of the Time Were: Martha Clark (Ms.), The 

Reverend Emily Enders-Odom, Debbie Gardiner (Ms.), Eric Graninger (Mr.), Nancy Hamilton 

(Ms.), The Reverend Chris Iosso, Alejandra Sherman (Ms.), The Reverend Gary Torrens, and Keith 

Wulff (Mr.) . 

 

The Following Invited Participants, Guests, Observers, and Staff Present for All of Part of the Time 

Were: Elder Loyda Aja, Gary Betty (Mr.), The Reverend James D. Berkley, The Reverend David 

Bridgman, The Reverend Edward Brogan, The Reverend Jon Brown, Sylvia Carter (Ms.), The 

Reverend Molly Casteel, The Reverend Kerry Clements, Barry Creech (Mr.), April Davenport 

(Ms.), Louise Davidson (Ms.), Deborah Davies (Ms.), The Reverend Lesley Davies, Teresa Grant 

(Ms.), The Reverend Hunter Farrell, Sherry Flyn (Ms.), The Reverend David Gambrell, Victoria 

Gehrt (Dr.), Angela Gowdy (Ms.), Denise Hampton (Ms.), Michael Haratunian (Mr.), Toya Hill 

(Ms.), The Reverend Lee Hinson-Hasty, The Reverend Eric Hoey, The Reverend Rhashell Hunter, 

The Reverend Elenora Giddings Ivory, Patired Jean, Greg Kapfhammer (Mr.), The Reverend Rob 

Klouw, The Reverend Bill Lancaster, Elder Sara Lisherness, Elder Gary Luhr, The Reverend Victor 

Makari, Herair Mouradian (Mr.), The Reverend Marcia Clark Myers, The Reverend Emily Odom, 

Dianna Ott (Ms.), Elder Mary Pace, The Reverend Gradye Parsons, The  Reverend William H. 

Pinder, Elder Joan Richardson, Elder Susan Ryan, The Reverend Teresa Chavez Sauceda, Leslie 

Scanlon (Ms.), Evan Silverstein (Mr.), The Reverend Bill Simmons, The Reverend Joe Small, Elder 

Valerie Small, Dottie Smith (Ms.), The Reverend Bill Somplatsky-Jarman, The Reverend Mark 

Tammen, Rick Upchurch (Mr.), The Reverend David L. Van Arsdale, The Reverend Jerry Van 

Marter, and The Reverend Sharon Youngs, and Maria Zach (Ms.).  

 

ACTION 2ï907 Approve Excused Absences 

Excuses were offered on behalf of the following persons, and upon motion from the floor, the 

General Assembly Council VOTED  to excuse these members from this meeting: Elder Edwin A. 

Gonzalez, Elder Choong Jeong Kim, Elder Ethan R-C Powell, Andrea Catherine Stokes (Ms.); 

ecumenical advisory member: Douglas W. Fromm. 

 

Quorum 

A quorum was declared present for the transaction of business. 

 

Appointments 

Seed appointed Gradye Parsons to serve as parliamentarian for the meeting. Ken Newbold and Mike 

Kruse were appointed as the New Business Committee. Dale Lindsay Morgan and Mary Marks King 

will serve as tellers should the need arise during this meeting. 

 



 

ACTION 3ï907 Approve March 2007 Minutes  

The General Assembly Council VOTED to approve the minutes of the meeting of March 14ï16, 

2007 as presented. Typographical errors discovered after the minutes were distributed have been 

corrected in the official record.  

 

Opening Remarks 

Seed welcomed Robert James, who will serve as the new president of Presbyterian Men. 

 

The chair reminded the council that while membersïatïlarge do not have voting rights in this body, 

they do have privilege of the floor. 

 

Members of the council recited the GAC Covenant. 

 

ACTION 4ï907 Approve Recommendation for Name Change 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve a recommendation from the Executive 

Committee to change the name of the General Assembly Council to a name that will identify its role 

in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  

 

Review of Middle Governing Body Meeting 

Seed led the council in a review of the meeting just held with presbytery and synod executives. 

Several council members offered feedback from the meeting. 

 

Report of the Moderator 

Moderator Joan Gray reported on her travels and the change she has witnessed in the church since 

the last assembly. 

 

Report of the Stated Clerk 

Stated Clerk Clifton Kirkpatrick reported on Form of Government project and the upcoming 

assembly meeting next summer in San Jose, California.  

 

Report of the Executive Director 

Executive Director Linda Valentine reported on the work of the staff of the General Assembly 

Council as it seeks to be collaborative, accountable, responsive, and excellent. Valentine reported on 

the ñmission challengeò project and noted that the GAC website has been altered to offer oneïclick 

giving. She spoke of the need to listen to the needs of the church and to be responsive to middle 

governing bodies dealing with difficult situations. 

 

Mission Funding Task Force Report 

Conrad Rocha presented an overview of the final report of the Mission Funding Task Force. Rocha 

was assisted in the report by members of the task force: Carol Hylkema, Linda Kneierman, Dan 

Schomer, and Linda Toth. 

 

Mission Initiative: Joining Hearts and Hands Report 

Tom Gillespie reported that objective of the initiative is to raise the final $12.5 million to achieve the 

$40 million goal prior to the 2008 meeting of the general assembly. 



  

 

GAC Nominating Committee Report 

Carolyn McLarnan reported for the committee and recognized the chairs and viceïchairs of the 

committees of the GAC. 

 

ACTION 5ï907 Approve New Leadership Election Process 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following revised General Assembly 

Council leadership election process: 

 

ñBeginning with the 218
th
 General Assembly (2008), the term for GAC Chair and 

ViceïChair will be one twoïyear term.  

The General Assembly Council Nominating Committee (GACNC) will compile a list 

of gifts, abilities, and skills that they believe will be needed by the Council 

leadership during the ensuing biennial period. It will also draft two or three questions 

to be answered by potential candidates for Council leadership. The questions will 

address the anticipated key challenges facing the Council during the ensuing biennial 

period. 

Staff to the GACNC will identify all Council members eligible for election to 

Council leadership and prepare for each of them a resume form that includes the 

personôs personal information from the GAC biography form, a summary of their 

council experience and the questions drafted by the GACNC. The letter will: 

 Inform the Council member of his or her eligibility for Council leadership. 

 Ask if the Council member feels called to be considered for nomination to a 

Council leadership position. 

 If the response is affirmative, request that he or she verify the resume form 

information and answer the leadership questions, and 

 Request that the completed form be returned to GACNC staff. 

The GACNC will review all the submitted forms and will also go through a 

discernment process as to whether or not eligible Council members who have not 

submitted forms have leadership gifts that justify an invitation to consider a call to 

candidacy for Council leadership. If so, the GACNC will extend the invitation to 

submit a completed resume form and answers to the leadership questions. 

The GACNC will evaluate the final list of Council leadership candidates who have 

submitted resume forms and completed the questions in order to identify a candidate 

that it wishes to nominate for GAC Chair and a candidate it wishes to nominate for 

GAC ViceïChair during the ensuing biennial period. The GACNC Chair notifies the 

selected candidates that they are the GACNCôs nominees for the appropriate GAC 

leadership position. 

The names of the nominees, along with their resumes and their responses to the 

questions, will be communicated to all Council members a minimum of three weeks 

prior to the winter/spring Council meeting. 



 

The Council leadership election will be conducted during the winter/spring Council 

meeting. The Council ViceïChair election will be held following the election of the 

Council Chair. Nominations from the floor will be accepted for both elections. The 

elections will be by written ballot. 

The twoïyear term of office will begin with the close of the upcoming General 

Assembly meeting and end with the close of the next General Assembly meeting.ò 

The GAC Nominating Committee report is found in Appendix 3. 

 

Recess 

Following announcements, the council recessed at 5:25 p.m. with prayer offered by David Van 

Arsdale.  

 

Dinner 

The council met jointly for dinner with members of the Association of Executive Presbyters in the 

Archibald Room of the Galt House Hotel at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Reconvene 

The council was reconvened by the chair at 7:12 p.m. in Grand Ballroom C of the Galt House Hotel.  

 

Presbyterians Today Task Force Report 

Carol Adcock presented the report on behalf of the task force.  

 

ACTION 6ï907 Approve Presbyterians Today Recommendations 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following recommendations regarding 

Presbyterians Today: 

 

1. The General Assembly Council retains control of the magazine. 

2. The General Assembly Council, as more concrete decisions are made, investigate 

the following areas regarding the magazine: 

 The appointment of a broad-based, high profile editorial board to guide the 

magazine. Board members should be drawn from the largest possible base, 

representing a diversity of viewpoint, age, gender and ethnicity. 

 The appointment of a publisher under the supervision of the deputy executive 

director for communications and funds development or designee. The 

publisherôs responsibilities would include strategic and long-term planning 

for the magazine. 

 Expansion of online presence and offerings, and ability to sell archival 

information online. 

 Study of ñout-sourcingò back office operations such as database and 

subscription management, beginning that study with, but not limiting it to, 

Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Included in this is an urgent update of 

accounting procedures permitting the magazine to use online payment 

methods. 



  

(The task force believes the above items are ñmust dos,ò but recognizes more research and 

planning may suggest otherwise down the road.) 

3. The GAC, as part of its overall strategy for mission, seriously consider 

Presbyterians Today, and the communications it provides, as an appropriate mission 

expense and as such not required to turn a profit or break even. Hoverer, it is 

expected that all areas of the magazine shall be managed prudently and 

professionally. 

 

Form of Government Task Force Presentation 

Sharon Davison led the presentation, along with Paige McRight and Paul Hooker, on the work of the 

task force in proposing a new form of government section in the Book of Order. Following the 

presentation, questions were taken from members of the council. Following questions, Steve Benz 

presented a response to the proposal. 

 

Occupational Fraud Presentation  

Tim Stepp and Kenny Bryan made a presentation on occupational fraud. This program is identical to 

the presentation made to the GAC staff in the Presbyterian Center on education days. 

 

Recess 

The council recessed at 9:15 p.m. with prayer offered by Charles Easley.  

 

 

Thursday, September 20, 2007 

The council met for breakfast from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. in the Willow Room of the Galt House 

Hotel. 

 

Worship and Reconvene 

A service of worship was led by Joseph Small in Grand Ballroom C beginning at 8:35 a.m. 

Following the service of worship, Seed reconvened the council in Grand Ballroom C at 8:50 a.m.  

 

Relief & Development Entity Study Team Report 

Eileen Lindner reported for the study team.  

 

A substitute motion was considered and defeated.  

 

ACTION 7ï907 Approve Recommendations on PDA Incorporation 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following recommendations from the report 

of the Relief & Development Study Team: 

Recommendation 1: 

We recommend the creation of a very limited, related, and dependent nonprofit charitable 

corporation that will meet the necessary legal and registration requirements but will 

function as similarly as possible to how Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) now 

functions within the life of the General Assembly Council (GAC) pending successful 



 

completion of recommendation two. Final approval to be granted by GAC prior to 

submission to the 219
th
 General Assembly (2010).  

Recommendation 2: 

The GAC will best be served if a number of vital issues are resolved by the GAC before the 

decision is made to go forward with the creation of the proposed corporation. The GACôs 

Incorporation Criteria will best be addressed by resolving these issues with clarity in 

advance. The resolution of these issues will also best prevent possible conflict with how the 

corporation operates within the life of the church. These issues include but are not 

limited to: 

A. In light of the new corporation, does the PDA Advisory Committee 

still have a function? If the PDA Advisory Committee continues to 

exist, its mandate should be clearly established in relation to the new 

corporation. 

B. PDA is a vital part of the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering 

and should remain a part of that offering. Current OGHS criteria may, 

however, exclude the new corporation. These criteria must be 

addressed and perhaps amended. (See Criteria for Participation in 

Special Offerings. Approved by the 216
th
 General Assembly 

(2004). Criterion O: ñSpecial offerings will not be used to 

supplement funding for programs included in on-going basic 

mission support.ò). 

C. As a vital part of OGHS, will the new PDA, Inc. continue to be a 

vigorous promoter of OGHS? A mechanism should be developed to 

monitor how the new corporation promotes OGHS and the effect 

(over time) of the new corporation on OGHS receipts. 

D. Clarification that within the PCUSA PDA, Inc.ôs funds development 

will remain restricted to two sources: OGHS and specific public 

appeals related to disasters (e.g. Katrina). 

E. Clarification on how PDA, Inc. will use and pay for the services of the 

GACôs Communications & Funds Development area. 

F. Clarification on how PDA, Inc. will use and pay for the other support 

services within the GAC. 

G. Accepting government funds and funds from many agencies requires 

extensive reporting back to those entities. These reporting 

requirements should be understood because this will be a new 

function under the corporation. In addition, the added costs of 

meeting these reporting requirements should be identified. 

H. Charitable relief corporations are judged and compared by several 

evaluating agencies (see, e.g., www.give.org, 

www.charitynavigator.org). One of the goals of this corporation is to 

be judged by these same evaluating agencies. The criteria and 

requirements should be clearly understood. See Attachment 2 for an 

example of the standards that must be met. Cost accounting 

http://www.give.org/
http://www.charitynavigator.org


  

mechanisms (and related staff) need to be established and those  

costs charged to PDA, Inc. 

I. The GACôs Incorporation Criteria requires the submission of a 

business plan for a new corporation. To date, no such plan has been 

submitted. Within the narrow constraints of the proposed 

corporation, a business plan should be set out. 

J. Assessment of the costs (including any additional staff costs) required 

to meet the reporting needs of a new corporation and the impact of 

such costs when netted from the projected ñnew incomeò that will 

come to that corporation. 

K. Matching gifts from employers is identified as a key reason for 

forming this corporation. Evidence should be presented that shows 

how much money is actually realized from employer matching 

gifts. This evidence should be garnered from similarly situated 

relief corporations such as Episcopal Relief & Development, Lutheran 

World Relief, UMCOR, and the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). The advocates within PDA should gather this information. 

L. Adapt present personnel procedures to enhance capacity to put relief 

staff on the field quickly. 

M. Access to government and UN funding is identified as another key 

reason to form this corporation. Some of this funding comes with 

restrictions attached. Reporting requirements can be quite 

demanding and burdensome. If such requirements are not met, 

government agencies are known to mandate repayment of grants, 

sometimes with penalties attached. This risk needs to be understood 

and evaluated. 

N. The Study Team recommends PDA, Inc. not receive more than 

15% of its total budget from government funds. Criteria on 

government funding should be analyzed and established. The 

criteria should include what officer (or what body) approves the 

decision to pursue particular grants, what officer (or what body) 

might be authorized to raise the cap in particular instances. 

O. Registering in foreign nations is identified as another reason to 

form this corporation. Criteria should be established as to when  

and how such registrations will be done. The Study Team 

recommends the GACôs World Mission Program Area (World 

Mission) play a primary role in deciding when and how PDA, Inc. 

will register in foreign nations. World Mission has the expertise 

and ongoing responsibility for the PCUSAôs relationships with 

international church partners and other ecumenical partners. 

P. ñDevelopmentò work is identified within the portfolio of a number of 

work areas within the GACôs Relief & Development Program Area, 

including Self Development of People (SDOP) and PDA. The 

GAC should determine if and how SDOP and others which do 

development work can serve as partners with PDA, Inc. in projects 



 

funded by PDA, Inc. See VI.D.6. under the PDA, Inc. Model. 

Q. Should there be a requirement that PDA, Inc. staff members be 

Presbyterian? Is such a requirement legally possible with a charitable 

corporation as opposed to a religious corporation? 

R. A communications strategy should be identified to explain the PDA, 

Inc. to the larger PCUSA within the broader mission interpretation of 

the church. 

S. Important risk management work must be accomplished. Insurance 

needs must be identified. Moreover, an analysis must be performed 

(likely by expert legal counsel) to determine if the proposed structure 

of PDA, Inc. allows for its liabilities to pass through to the 

GAC/PCUSA, A Corp. 

Recommendation 3: 

The General Assembly Council (GAC) authorized the GAC chair to appoint an eight-

member committee to take next appropriate steps in light of the GACôs actions on the 

report of the Relief & Development Entity Study Team. These steps include but are not 

limited to resolving the issues set out in Recommendation Two of the report. The 

committee will be comprised of individuals from the following ï  

 1 from the Evangelism & Witness Committee 

 1 from the Leadership & Vocation Committee 

 1 from the Justice & Compassion Committee 

 1 from the Spirituality & Discipleship Committee 

 1 from the Shared Support Committee 

 3 from the Relief & Development Entity Study Team 

The committee will report to the GAC no later than the fall 2009 meeting of the GAC. 

 

The Relief & Development Entity Study Team Report is found in Appendix 5. 

 

Break/Reconvene in Committees 

The council recessed at 10:15 a.m. and reconvened in goal area and shared support committee 

meetings. 

 

The council met in assigned committees from 9:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. followed by committee 

dinners at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Reconvene 

The council was reconvened by the chair at 8:05 p.m. with prayer led by Allison Seed. 

 

Personnel Committee Report  

Charles Easley reported for the committee. 

 

ACTION 8ï907 Approve Consent Agenda from Personnel Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following consent agenda items from the 

Personnel Committee:  



  

 Salary grade ranges for calendar year 2008 (Appendix 6, page 2); and 

 An increase in the salary of the GAC Executive Director to $164,800.00, which 

represents a 3% increase effective January 1, 2008, and further that this salary plus 

other compensation, as more fully described in the attached analysis, is deemed to be 

reasonable (Appendix 6, pages 3ï4). 

 

ACTION 9ï907 Approve Revised GAC Employee Handbook 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the revised GAC Employee Handbook 

(Appendix 7). 

 

Easley highlighted the following items of information: 

 The committee heard a progress report on the search for a relief and development director 

and a human resources director; and 

 The committee heard a status report from the Presbyterians Today Task Force. 
 

The report of the Personnel Committee is found in Appendix 6. 

 

Communications Presentation 

Karen Schmidt, deputy executive director for communication and funds development, presented a 

report focusing on developing identity and asking for support. There are several goals in this process 

including eliminating confusion between the OGA and the GAC and the prospect of renaming the 

GAC. Schmidt previewed a DVD presentation on the work of the GAC. Members of the GAC will 

be sent a copy of this DVD within two weeks and are asked to set up times with congregations in 

their geographic region to show the DVD and serve as an ambassador. A concentrated mission 

itineration will occur during October 2007. While the target was to attain four engagements in at 

least 120 presbyteries, the actual itineration program will achieve over five engagements in 144 

presbyteries. 

 

Recess 

The council was recessed with prayer offered by Catrelia Hunter at 8:55 p.m. 

 

 

Friday, September 21, 2007 

Members of the council met for breakfast in the Willow Room of the Galt House Hotel from 7:30 

a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

 

Reconvene 

The General Assembly Council was reconvened in the Grand Ballroom C by the chair at 8:30 a.m. 

Morning prayer was led by Susan Ezell. 

 

Evangelism and Witness Report 

Linda Knieriemen presented the report of this goal area committee. 

 



 

ACTION 10ï907 Hold Consultation on Evangelism 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to invite a group of people from both the elected body and 

staff (intentionally crossing the seven ministry areas), along with key players from synods, 

presbyteries and congregations, to gather for a consultation on evangelism. In order to accomplish 

this, the GAC chair shall appoint a small group of elected members to report back to the February 

meeting having defined the task and determined who should be invited to participate. 

 

Knieriemen reported one item of information from the committee:  

The Evangelism and Witness Committee challenges everyone on the council to go 

back to their presbytery and ask who is participating in Mission Challenge 07 and 

make sure that they are involved in at least one of the presentations. The Mission 

Challenge Team will send information to all council members as to which mission 

personnel will be visiting their presbytery. 

 

The report of the Evangelism and Witness Goal Area Committee is found in Appendix 8. 

 

Justice and Compassion Report 

Manley Olson presented the report of this goal area committee. 

 

ACTION 11ï907 Approve Minutes of Justice and Compassion Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the March 2007 Minutes of the Justice and 

Compassion Goal Area Committee (Appendix 9). 

 

ACTION 12ï907 Appoint Members to Governance Commission for Jinishian Program 

The General Assembly Council VOTED that the GAC Chair appoint two of its elected or previous 

GAC members to fourïyear terms who, together with the voting members of the United States 

Advisory Committee (USAC) of the Jinishian Memorial Program (JMP), shall constitute a 

Governance Commission for the JMP. The Commission shall act in behalf of the GAC in all matters 

that will authorize and facilitate the implementation of the Program, such as approval of annual 

budgets, election of local (country) advisory committees, engaging in new program initiatives, 

reviewing and modifying staffing patterns, etc. The Commission shall submit an annual report to the 

GAC. 

 

ACTION 13ï907 Approve Recommendations on MRTI and Sudan 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to  

 Receive the report contained in the background section from the Committee on 

Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) on phased, selective divestment 

related to corporations doing business in Sudan;  

 Express its appreciation that the Board of Pensions, Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Foundation, New Covenant Trust Company and New Covenant Funds, a family of 

mutual funds sponsored by the Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation, do not own 

securities in the twenty-three companies currently on the ñhighest offendersò ranking 

by the Sudan Divestment Task Force;  

 Urge MRTI to continue its engagement of companies in which stock is owned that 

are in the category recommended for ñon-going engagementò by the Sudan 



  

Divestment Task Force through correspondence in coordination with the Sudan Divestment 

Task Force; and 

 Authorize MRTI to provide a link on its webpage to the website of the Sudan 

Divestment Task Force (www.sudandivestment.org) where congregations, 

Presbyterian-related institutions and individual members can obtain information 

about companies involved in Sudan. 

 

ACTION 14ï907 Authorize MRTI to File Shareholder Resolutions 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to authorize the Committee on Mission Responsibility 

Through Investment (MRTI) to file or co-file shareholder resolutions with (a) Carnival Corporation 

on a Code to Protect Children from Sexual Exploitation, (b) ITT Industries requesting a report on its 

foreign military sales, and (c) United Technologies on including ethical criteria for its military-

related contracts. 

 

ACTION 15ï907 Thank Elenora Giddings-Ivory for Faithful Service  

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to thank Elenora Giddings-Ivory for 18 years of faithful 

service to Jesus Christ as the Director of the Presbyterian Washington Office (Appendix 10, page 3). 

 

Olson reported two items of information from the committee: 

 The committee met jointly with Shared Support Committee to review a 5-Year Plan 

for disbursement of Katrina funds; and 

 The committee is requesting that the Mission Work Plan Team 09-10 address the 

need for Environmental Justice to be included in the work of 2009-2010 and is 

requesting that the GAC staff advise and recommend to the GAC, at its February 

2008 Meeting, an interim way of handling this work. 

 

Olson recognized Victor Makari who introduced members of the USAC (Jinishian Memorial 

Program): Herair Mouradian, Dr. Victoria Gehrt, and Michael Haratunian. 

 

The report of the Justice and Compassion Goal Area Committee is found in Appendix 10. 

 

Leadership and Vocation Report  

Mary Marks King and Steve Benz presented the report of this goal area committee. 

 

ACTION 16ï907 Approve Consent Agenda from Leadership and Vocation Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following consent agenda items from the 

Leadership and Vocation Goal Area Committee:  

 Review and adopt the Leadership and Vocation Goal Area Committee minutes of 

March 15, 2007 (Appendix 11, pages 2ï7); and 

 Approve Mission Personnel and Short-Term Volunteer actions of March, April, May, 

June, and July (Appendix 11, pages 8ï31). 

 

ACTI ON 17ï907 Issue Invitation to Seminary Deans to Meet with GAC in February 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to issue the official invitation to the dean of seminaries 

related to PCUSA, or their designee, and to corresponding members of COTE [Committee on 



 

Theological Education] and COTE elected to meet with the GAC at the February 2008 meeting. The 

council further recommends that the GAC Executive Committee set aside no less than a 4-hour 

block of time for discernment. 

 

ACTION 18ï907 Request Form of Government Task Force Consider Discernment Process 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to communicate to the Form of Government Task Force its 

strong support of the direction of their work and its desire that it be successful. In this spirit of 

support, the GAC asks that the task force consider adding to their recommendations a process for 

discernment, study and feedback within the whole church for a twoïyear period beginning with the 

2008 General Assembly and ending with 2010 General Assembly. 

 

King reported the following items of information from the committee: 

 The committee heard a report on the MGB (middle governing body) gathering with 

MGB representatives Graham Hart, Arabella Meadows-Rogers, Gerry Tyer, Bobbie 

White, and Jill Hudson; 

 The committee received an update on Mission Challenge ó07 from Peter Kemmerle; 

 The committee received a Young Adult Volunteer Program report by Bill Simmons, 

Nancy Cavalcante, and Shannon Langley; and 

 The committee reviewed the 2007 Mission Work Plan outcomes approved last 

spring. 

 

The report of the Leadership and Vocation Goal Area Committee is found in Appendix 11. 

 

Spirituality and Discipleship Report  

Dale Lindsay Morgan presented the report of this goal area committee. 

 

Morgan reported two items of information from the committee: 

 The committee discussed generative thinking, and then had extended discussions on 

the topics: ñWhat Is Education For?,ò ñWhere are the Men in the Church?ò, and 

ñFamily Ministriesò; and 

 The committee heard reports from Presbyterian Men, Presbyterian Women, and the 

Advocacy Committee for Womenôs Concerns. 

 

The report of the Spirituality and Discipleship Goal Area Committee is found in Appendix 12. 

 

Shared Support Report 

Frank Adams presented the report of the Shared Support Committee. 

 

ACTION 19ï907 Approve Consent Agenda from Shared Support Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following consent agenda items from the 

Shared Support Committee: 

 Approve the revised Data Security Policy (Appendix 13, pages 3ï9) and distribute it 

to all Responsible Entities with the provision that any Responsible Entity not 

agreeing to any part of the policy will be given the needed time to move their data to 

another Custodian; 



  

 Approve the 2009 Liturgical Days and Programmatic Emphases for the Presbyterian 

Planning Calendar as amended (Appendix 13, pages 10ï13); 

 Approve an allocation of $98,120 Information Technology and $35,620 Building 

Services for requests from the Office of Information Technology and Presbyterian 

Center Services from the Capital Reserve Fund (Appendix 13, page 14); and 

 Approve that all future revisions to the Presbyterian Center Chapel Policy be 

submitted to the Executive Staff Leadership Team of the General Assembly Council 

for approval. All changes will be reported to the next General Assembly Council 

meeting following the change. 

 

ACTI ON 20ï907 Request For Conversation with National Mission Partnership Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  that representatives from the National Mission Partnership 

Committee and representatives of the General Assembly Council (GAC) be requested to 

immediately engage in a planning conversation with the intent of developing a new system which 

affirms that the GAC and synods together will find a way to support mission and ministry mutually 

affirmed and which recognizes concerns of historic obligations and future needs. The council further 

requests that the National Mission Partnership Committee in conjunction with the GAC provide a 

status report to the Shared Support Committee at the September 2008 General Assembly Council 

meeting and a full report to the September 2009 General Assembly Council meeting. 

 

ACTION 2 1ï907 Request Establishment of Planning Process and Criteria for Funds from 

Heiserman Gift 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  that the representatives from the National Mission 

Partnership Committee and representatives of the General Assembly Council be requested to 

establish a planning process for accepting applications and establishing the criteria to be utilized 

when approving grants to synods and the GAC from funds available from the Heiserman gift and to 

present that process at the February 2008 GAC meeting. 

 

Adams reported the following items of information from the committee: 

 The committee approved the 2008 National Mission Partnership Fund Allocations; 

 The committee approved the Self Insurance Fund Guideline Amendments as 

amended; 

 The Communications and Funds Development subcommittees met jointly. The 

subcommittee discussed the Programmatic Emphases for 2009 Liturgical Days and 

Programmatic Emphases for the Presbyterian Planning Calendar and voted that 

Christian and Citizens Sunday be changed to Christian and Citizen Day and be added 

to calendar on November 3rd. The National Mission Partnership Funds Strategy Plan 

was discussed in depth with unanimous approval to continue with the plan. Karen 

Schmidt presented the restructure of the Communication and Funds Development 

Ministries with the elimination of eleven positions and the establishing of fourteen 

new positions that align with the work of the General Assembly Councilôs directives; 

 The committee held discussions with the Spirituality and Discipleship Goal Area 

Committee regarding Stony Point and asked that a balanced budget be submitted by 

December 2007 with implementation of the business plan; and 



 

 The committee met with the Justice and Compassion Goal Area Committee to 

discuss the fiveïyear plan for Katrina funds. 

 

The report of the Shared Support Committee is found in Appendix 13. 

 

Mission Funding Task Force Report  

Conrad Rocha presented the report of the task force and the recommendations.  

 

ACTION 22ï907 Develop New System of Designated Mission Giving  

The General Assembly Council VOTED : 

1. To develop a system of giving which preserves the equal worth of both shared and 

designated mission giving as faithful ways to support Christôs mission. There are two 

components of mission support: 

 Funding for General Mission (Shared Mission Giving) ï gifts with 

no restrictions, for the overall support of the adopted budgets of a 

session, presbytery, synod, or the General Assembly; and 

 Funding for Specific Mission (Designated Mission Giving) ï gifts, 

with restrictions, for use within the adopted budgets of a session, 

presbytery, synod, or the General Assembly; and 

2. To gradually transition the two current forms of designated mission giving, Direct 

Mission Support and Extra Commitment Opportunities, into ñFunding for Specific 

Missionò over a five year period beginning in 2009.  

 

ACTION 23ï907 Recommend That GA Schedule Season of Interpretation  

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to recommend that the General Assembly set aside a period 

of time each year, beginning in 2009, for the church to covenant to interpret and promote its work in 

the context of the mission programs of the local, regional, and national governing  bodies of the 

PC(USA). During this season of interpretation, the stories of our participation in the Realm 

(Kingdom) of God would be presented as an integrated whole with international, national, regional, 

and local missions all working together to the glory of God. 

 

ACTION 24ï907 Adopt Priorities for Funds Development and Interpretation  

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to  

1. Direct the Communications and Funds Development ministry area to be the lead 

office in implementing the season of interpretation, and that the General Assembly 

Council allocate sufficient personnel and budget resources to: 

 Develop, produce, and distribute promotional materials; 

 Coordinate the sharing of mission stories with governing bodies 

and support their efforts at promotion and celebration; and 

 Coordinate the dates for the season of interpretation, paying 

special attention to the flow of the Christian calendar and the needs 

of the denomination; and 

2. Adopt these priorities for funds development work within the Communications and 

Funds Development ministry area, in its role as a coordinating center for providing 

promotion, support, training, interpretation, communication and evaluation functions; 



  

 and that implementation of these priorities be reviewed by the appropriate General 

Assembly Council committee; and 

a.  Create and coordinate mission interpretation and stewardship 

resources for congregations and presbyteries to use in: 

1)  Cultivating mission development and funding. 

2)  Learning how to ask for mission funding support. 

3)  Encouraging giving to mission by individuals and 

congregations; 

b.  Establish processes to coordinate promotion and interpretation for 

mission programs in partnership with governing bodies and other 

programs of the PC(USA); 

c.  Promote funds development efforts and opportunities for mission in 

governing bodies, through means such as specific appeals, major 

campaigns, large gifts, planned/deferred gifts, and for both designated 

and undesignated giving; 

d.  Encourage and assist middle governing bodies and sessions in 

interpreting the work and mission of the PC(USA), through its 

General Assembly Council, by putting a ñfaceò on mission and 

helping to share the stories of Presbyterian mission throughout the 

whole church through related networks; 

e.  Encourage work with national and international network partners, 

such as the Validated Mission Support Groups and others; 

f.  Develop, using national and ecumenical research, and disseminate 

proven techniques and guidelines for effective mission funds support; 

g.  Design, implement, and monitor effective processes of funds transfer, 

thanking donors and coordinating donor data at the General 

Assembly level; 

h.  Create materials that interpret mission both through the General 

Assembly Council, and across the denomination; 

i.  Integrate lessons learned from the recent Joining Hearts and Hands 

Campaign into an ongoing and effective long-term funds 

development effort throughout the church; 

j.  Publish resource materials, easily accessible to donors and governing 

bodies, and ensure that such materials are sensitive to a variety of 

cultures that are part of our church and are available in a variety of 

languages; 

k.  Maintain close working relationship with staff from the Theology 

Worship and Education program area, on a daily basis (possibly 

through an embedded staff person), so that programs demonstrate 

sound theological principles;  

l.  Coordinate, schedule, and evaluate special offerings, capital 

campaigns, and other forms of designated giving, in partnership with 

other agencies and entities of the church, including affiliated 

organizations with historical ties to mission and mission funding in 

the PC(USA); and 



 

m.  Provide constituency services related to stewardship and mission 

funding, as necessary, in partnership with middle governing bodies. 

3. Direct the Communications and Funds Development ministry area to create, promote 

and protect a consistent brand identity for the mission agency of the General 

Assembly with implementation to begin in 2009, reducing redundancy and 

addressing the needs of various targeted audiences, and to report back to the 

appropriate General Assembly Council committee. 

 

ACTION 25ï907 Approve Recommendations on Administration and Accountability 

The General Assembly Council VOTED : 

1.  To direct the Communications and Funds Development ministry area, in 

collaboration and consultation with the Shared Services ministry area, to ensure that 

the principles of accountability, accessibility, and information management 

(including processes and avenues for the free exchange of information) be 

incorporated into the administration and oversight of the mission funding system of 

the church; 

2.  To request that the Office of the General Assembly collect statistical data of synods 

and presbyteries in the same manner that they collect data from sessions, and that it, 

too, be published; 

3.  That the system of giving developed by the General Assembly Council fairly and 

accurately allocate all costs associated with individual projects in the General 

Assembly mission budget, including the costs associated with the systems necessary 

for the support, promotion, and accountability of each item; and that the results of 

this system be communicated to the church as part of the General Assembly 

Councilôs mission interpretation. This transition will be gradually phased in over a 

five-year period, beginning in 2009; and 

4.  To recommend the amendment of Appendix A of the Organization for Mission as 

set forth in Appendix 14, pages 42ï57, to the 218th General Assembly (2008). 

 

ACTIO N 26ï907 Approve Name Change for Stewardship and Mission Support 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to broaden its focus on stewardship by changing the name 

and orientation of the Shared Support Committee to become the Councilôs fifth goal area committee, 

ñStewardship and Mission Support.ò All matters of stewardship relating to the General Assembly 

Council will be coordinated by this goal area committee.  

 

ACTION 27ï907 Reactivate Per Capita Table 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to reactivate the General Assembly Council/Committee on 

the Office of the General Assembly per capita table for the purpose of reviewing and evaluating the 

mission and work covered by the per capita budget and the general mission budget to determine 

what work and ministry would best be accomplished in which budget. 

 

ACTION 28ï907 Adopt Mission Funding Strategy 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to adopt ñFunding Christôs Mission throughout the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)ò as its mission funding strategy, and recommend to the 217th General 



  

Assembly (2008) that this report supersede and replace the ñComprehensive Mission Funding 

Strategy Reportò as approved by the 210th General Assembly (1998). 

 

The report of the Mission Funding Task Force if found in Appendix 14. 

 

Break/Reconvene 

The council recessed for a break at 10:25 a.m. and reconvened at 10:40 a.m. 

 

Vice Chair Charles Easley assumed the chair. 

 

Executive Committee Report 

Allison Seed presented the report of the committee. 

 

ACTION 29ï907 Approve Change in Restriction of Church Extension Fund 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve that the Executive Committee of the General 

Assembly Council (hereinafter ñGACò) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) act for the General 

Assembly between the biennial meetings of the General Assembly to direct the Board of National 

Missions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) (hereinafter the ñBoard or BNMò), a constituent 

corporation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Foundation (hereinafter the ñFoundationò), to 

modify the restriction on a fund of the Board  known as the Church Extension Fund, fund number 

201330, (hereinafter the ñFundò) to change the restriction for the use of the fund as follows: 

 

FROM: For grants for new church development or church extension situations 

involving an expanded community development, to be used for sites, manse, or 

church aid, with first or second mortgage security, and other terms, comparable to 

the original terms for which these funds were raised. 

 

TO: For church extension purposes which are defined as loans to particular churches 

and presbyteries for site purchase, building, or renovation purposes and grants to 

particular churches and presbyteries for projects associated with organizing new 

congregations, transforming existing congregations, or developing congregational-

based ministries that reflect the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)ós commitment to 

inclusiveness, diversity, and ecumenicity. Salaries of staff at presbyteries and 

particular churches are included in the definition of church extension to the extent 

and proportion such staff members are performing this mission. Salaries of staff 

administering the church extension program at the General Assembly level via the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation in proportion to such staffós activities 

to support church extension programs are considered to be operating expenses 

payable from the Fund. 

 

ACTION 30ï907 Approve GAC Meeting Schedule 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the revised GAC Meeting Schedule through 

2010 (Appendix 15). 

 



 

ACTION 31ï907 Approve Recommendation of Restricted Funds Oversight Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the recommendation of the Restricted Funds 

Oversight Subcommittee for disbursement of Restricted Funds (Appendix 16, pages 5-7) with the 

following amendment: that the three requests with an asterisk (*) be stricken from the list. 

 

ACTION 32ï907 Refer Revised Hearts and Hands Parameter Back to Executive Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to refer Executive Committee item II.A. (Appendix 16, 

page 1) back to the GAC Executive Committee and empower the committee to make timely 

decisions regarding the revision of the Mission Initiative Hearts and Hands Parameter. 

 

ACTION 33ï907 Approve Recommendation from Procedures Subcommittee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the following amended recommendation from 

the GAC Executive Committeeôs Procedures Subcommittee: 
 

(Title of the agency to be determined) 

(currently General Assembly Council) 

Elected 
(currently General Assembly Council) 

Staff 

A. Mission Administration Committees A. Administration  

 Executive 

Á (evaluation committee)* 

Á procedures subcommittee 

Á Restricted Funds oversight com 

 Office of the Executive Director 

 Audit  

 Personnel  

 GAC Nominating Committee  

  

B. Mission Committees 

 Evangelism and Witness 

B. General Assembly Ministries 

Mission 

 Evangelism and Church Growth 

 Leadership and Vocation  Leadership and Witness Vocation 

 Justice and Compassion  Racial Ethnic and Womenôs 

                 Ministries/Presbyterian 

Women 

 Spirituality and Discipleship  Relief and Development 

 Stewardship and Mission Support  Theology, Worship and 

Education 

  World Mission 

  Vocation 

 Shared Services 

 Communications and Funds 

Development 

 

ACTION 34ï907 Elect Ford, Guajardo, Powell to Nominating Committee 

The General Assembly Council VOTED to elect the following persons to the GAC Nominating 

Committee Class of 2009, effective November 1, 2007: 

Alan Ford 



  

Esperanza Guajardo 

Ethan Powell 

 

Seed reported the following correction to an item of information from the committee: 

 In Information item A (Appendix 16, page 4) the appointed parliamentarianôs name should 

read ñGradye Parsons.ò 

 

The two reports of the Executive Committee are found in Appendices 2 and 16. 

 

ACTION 35ï907 Convene as Board of PCUSA, A Corporation 

At 12:00 p.m., the General Assembly Council VOTED  to convene as the Board of Directors of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation, and Its Constituent Corporations until 12:05 p.m.  

[Note: Due to the lack of a quorum, an official meeting was not constituted and the 

corporation did not meet. Eric Graninger announced that items docketed to be 

considered by the board will be sent to the GAC Executive Committee for action.]  

 

Audit Committee Report 

Mary Lynn Walters presented the report of the committee. 

 

ACTION 36ï907 Approve Receipt of Audit Report 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to receive the audit report of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), A Corporation, Consolidated Financial Statements and Supplementary Schedules, 

December 31, 2006 and 2005. 

 

 

ACTION 37ï907 Approve Revised Audit Committee Charter 

The General Assembly Council VOTED  to approve the revised Audit Committee Charter and 

instruct the Procedures Subcommittee to include it in the GAC Manual of Operations. 

 

Walters reported the following items of information from the committee: 

 Approved the hiring of Crowe Chizek as auditors for the next three years; 

 Received and approved the internal audit of Mission Initiative Joining Hearts and Hands; 

 Received and approved the internal audit of the Presbytery of Mississippi; 

 Received and approved the Risk Assessment and Audit Plan for 2007ï2008; and 

 Received and approved the internal audit of Stony Point Center. 

 

The report of the Audit Committee is found in Appendix 17. 

 

Closing Worship 

The council closed its meeting with worship led by Joseph Small and David Gambrell. 

 

Adjournment  

With the conclusion of the service of worship, Seed adjourned the meeting of the General Assembly 

Council at 12:30 p.m. 

 



 

Procedures Subcommittee Meeting 

The GAC Procedures Subcommittee met from 12:30 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. in the Brown Room of the 

Galt House Hotel. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Kerry S. Clements 

Associate Stated Clerk  Appendices 1-17 

 


