A Study on Islam Adopted by the
199™ General Assembly (1987)
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Events have made us more sharply
awareof the immerse renewal of religious,
social, ecanomic, ard political dynamicsamang
Muslim communitiesacrass the world. We have
diffi culty comprehending the depth of their
significarce, power, and challerge.
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Se\eral actions of the Predyterian
Church (U.SA)) inrecert yeas have beentaken
in regonse to this needfor underdanding. The
Division of International Mission of the Genreral
Assembly Mission Boardin 1982 appointeda
new staff person, Dr. Frark Cooley, to desgn
ard initiate astudy of the experience of
Christianpresercein Islamic lands. Doing this
impliedthat such a study might leadto a
recansideraton of our churchOstanceson
mission, evargelism, dialogue, and social policy
in light of new undergandings that may emerge.
In 1983 the Gereral Assemidy Mission Board,
in cooperaion with the Program Agercy,
appointedanIslamic Study Advisory Committee
to overseeeard assist this study. The 198"
Genreral AssemHty (1986) affirmedthe ongoing
work of this committeeand instructedit to
report in 1987.
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For severalyearsthe committeehas
engagedin active study and data callecton.
Committeemembersare Joyce Cushman Stark,
chair; Frark L. Cooley and Margaret Orr
Thomas staff; and Edward M. Heunemam,
David H. Bowman Donald D. Dawe, William
G. Gepford, Yvonne Y. Haddad, Bing Kong
Han, C. Eric Lincaln, Victor E. Makari, Morton
S.Taylor, Otis Turner, J. Dudley Woodberry,
ard Lawrence H. Richards. M. Thomas
Norwood, Jr., and J. Pad Frelick have servedas
liaison membersfrom the Council on Thed ogy
and Culture sinceearly 1986. Dr. Byron L.
Haines co-director of the National Council of
Churcheg0Offi ceof Christian-Muslim
Relations, servedthe committeeasa consultart.
Committeemembersarepadors, ruling elders
missionarieswho have servedin predominartly

Muslim lands, and specialistsin Islamic studies
evargelism, thedogy, and sociology of religion.
Parner churchesin the countriesrepresertedin
the case studieshave beenconsulted Dr. Byron
Hainesserved asedtor of the drafts producedby
the committeemembersard staff, with Dr.
Frark Cooley assisting him.
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A. Background

31.312

Predyteriarns have along history of
witness among Muslim peaples (Particular note
should be mace of the former United
Predyterian Church of North Americanwhose
global mission outreachwasin areaswith major
Muslim populations.) Thatwitness, along with
others ledto egallishing churchrelationshipsin
Egypt, Syria. Lebaron, Ethiopia, Sudan,
Palistan, Iran Irag China, India, the
Philippines Indonesa, Nigeria, Cameroon,
Ghana, and more recertly Bangladesh,
Afghanistan, Jerusalem, the Weg Bark, ard
Gaza
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Islamhasengagedthe livesof countles
millions of pecple. Today there areover 896
million Muslimsin the world and it is projected
that by the yea 2000 there will be more than
one billion. In the United States Predyterians
along with other Christians find themselves
increasngly in contactwith Muslims. It is
edimatedthatthere arecurrertly threemillion
Muslimsin the United States hence the
encounter with Islamis aninevitade part of our
life. Our first regonse asthe Christian
community to those of the Muslim community
should be to learnand undergand.
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Contemporary Islam isin the midst of a
deepand comprehersive revival. Muslim
communitiesthroughout the world are seeking
to renew their faith. Their reacton, in mary
parts of the Muslim world, to currert Wedern
valuesperceived asa consequence of the spread
of modern science, tecmology, and industry as
well asto changesin political, social, ad
ecaomic life, hasbeento return to religious
tradtionsjust asit hasin mary Christian
communities
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Sincethe end of World War Il mary
countrieswith predominartly Muslim
populations have emerged from the colonial era
In taking their place amang the community of
nations they areshapng in decisive ways the
social, political, and ecanomic direction of the
world. They are caught in a struggleto achieve
political order and ecanomic growth while still
presening the integity of their Islamic ways of
life. Thisstruggleisnot eay. Muslimsliving
araund the globe sometimesfind themselvesa
minority amang peagple with unfamiliar
tradtionsand religions. In other placesthey are
majority thatfindsits way of life threaened by
political antagonismsand secuar indifference.
In coping with these encounters they have
turned with fresh vigor to their scriptures the
tradtions, of their faith and their law code to
shape their communal life. Thereis, howewer,
no unanmity among Muslims about the form
the revitalization of Islamwill take.
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In many instancesChristian percegtions
of thisresurgencein Islamare distorted by
ignoranceand prejudice. Christians frequently
viewthisrerewal negatively. For instance,
when Muslims marifes new zeal for their faith,
Wedern Christians may seeonly militancy and
revolutionary movemerts because they forget
the painful experience of mary Muslimsunder
colonial rule. We decribe the Islamic rerewal
in our own tems, calling it Muslim
fundamenalism and referring to its followersas
fanatics, zeabts, or radcals, Our percegtions
terd to obscure the immerse spiritual and
emdional forcethat hasbeenreleagd by this
religious rerewal. As the Predyterian Church
(U.S.A.) seeksto make a faithful reponse to the
resurgence within the Islamic world, we must
seekto recagnizethe creaive regponses
Muslimsare making to the circumgtances
crises ard problemsof modern life. The
regonse of Christians must be one of
discermmert, realism, ard faith in the
sovereignty of God over the world. Both
Christianity and Islamare intimatly relatedto
the culturesin which they exist. It isoften
diffi cult to separake whatis essertially Christian
or essertially Muslim from whatis really
American, European Arab, African, or Sauth
Asian Pditical clashesbetweenthe United

Statesand predominartly Muslim countries
narrow our percegtions so that we and they may
viewthe conflict asreligiousratherthanas
badcaly social ad political in nature.
31.317

The search for faithful withess must be
mativatedby a dedreto love God, to be
obedert to GodOwill, ard to love neighbors as
ourselves Where this may leadand how it will
bring new underganding and cooperation amang
Christians and Muslimsredsin the mercyard
graceof God. Both Christians and Muslimsare
challengedto allow God to guide them into a
future freeof hatred freeof fear, and direcied by
hopeful love. The future holds the possibility
thatin our comman life Christians and Muslims
may faithfully repond to God ard realizethe
peaceand justice so degerately neeced
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Results of the Study
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The Gereral Assembly Mission Board
ard the Program Agercy have developed
resourcesto sharewith the Predyterian Church
(U.S.A)) thelearnings and insights gained
through the worked of the Islamic Study
Advisory Committee.
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1. A study book hasbeen preparedfor
use by the church that introducesthe
history of Christian-Muslim
relations, preserts a description of
the faith and practce of Islam, ard
brings anoverview of the
contemporary Muslim world aswell
asca® studieson Egypt, Indoneda,
Nigeria, and the United States The
ca® studiesprovide apicture of the
intriguing variety in Islamic pracice
acresstheworld. They examine
Christian-Muslim relationsin Egypt
where Islamis anoverwhelming
mgority. They study Nigeria,
where Christianand Muslim faith
communitiesareof approximately
equal size,ard Indonesa where
Christians areonly one terth the
number of Muslimsin a society
committedto religious pluralism.
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They also focus on the United States
where Islamis asmall but growing
minority and where Christiars,
including Predyteriars, arefinding
themselveswith Muslim neighbors.
(Circumgtancesatthistime
preventedthe completion of a
plamed case study on Lebarnon.)
The book also contains an
exploration of the thedogical issues
raisedaswe seeknew
undergandings of Islamard
Christian-Muslim relations. Finally
it outlinessome suggegeddirections
for the future. A study guideis
availabe for use with the book.
Thisintroductory study resourceis
for usein congregations,
preshyteries synods, and the
educaional institutions of the
church. A brief study guide book is
availabe from the Reverernd
MargaretOrr Thomas Room 1144,
475 Riverdde Drive, New York,

NY 10115-0050.

The extersive background papers
developedthrough the committeeOs
work were the bads of the book.
These will be availabde for further
study and informaion through the
Genreral AssemBdy Mission Board,
the Program Agercy, and their
succesor bodies

A videaape introducing the study
hasbeenpreparedfor use by the
churchto introducethe emphads on
Christian-Muslim relations.

In the course of its threeyear
work, the Islamic Study Advisory
Committeeidentified a number of
matersit believesdirecty affect
Christian-Muslim relationships.
Already prefiguredin itsreport to
the 198" Gereral Assembly (1986)
(seed.403), they arelisted here to
challenge the continuing thed ogical
and social thinking of the
Predyterian Church asit seelsto

related more positively to the
Muslim world community.
a. The erdeavors of

Christiars, asOanbassadors
of Christ,Oto be Qninisters
of reconciliationOdemand
that serious attertion be
givento the historical,
thedogical, and pracical
dimersions of religious
pluralism ard interfaith
relations.

The thed ogical similarities
and differencesthat both
unite ard divide Muslims
ard Christians call
Christianstoinitiate
cooperatve efforts that will
foster greater underganding
and dialogue.

Christians needto be aware
of the importart rolesthat
Islamand the Muslim
community play with
regectto world peaceard
social justiceand to
undergand those rolesard
their own relationship to
them. Only in thisway can
maximum cooperaion in
the pursuit of these
objedivesbe atained
Christians should be aware
that Muslim regonsesto
Christianoverturesare
shapedby what they
perceieto be the role of the
United Statesin the Middle
Ead.

The Wedernand Muslim
words arebecaming more
interdeperdent,
ecanomically, politically,
and culturally.
Consequently, old attitudes
patterns, and structuresare
being challenged and new
opportunitiesarebeing
creaed

The bigotry and prejudice
marifegedin the U.S.A.
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against Arabs, Islam, the
Muslim world, and Muslim
peaples producein our
society both attitudes
contrary to the universality
of GodOgove ard activities
thatviolate the law of the
land. Whenthe church
remains silert on this mater
it lends crecenceto such
prejudice.

f.  Thegrowing Muslim
community inthe U.SA.
hasconcerns about its
idertity and involvemert in
Americansociety that
paralel those of their
Christian neighbors.

g. Theways Christiars related
to Muslimsinthe U.SA.
affect the relations between
Christians and Muslimsin
other countries and vice
versa.

h. Christians needto seek
fuller underdanding of the
effects of the Christian
missionary movemert upon
the Islamic world. This
may necesitate exploring
the possibilitiesfor change
in the thedogy ard practice
of the missionary enterprise.

5. Therecommerdations below

sugged ways churchesand
Christians might employ in learning
to live with Muslim neighbors.
Thes have beendrawn together
under categoriesdescribedas
searclesfor undergarding,
cooperaton, and faithful witness.
The recommerdations do not
propose specific amswersfor the
complexitiesthat arise from
examining what faithfulness
requiresof the church. Such
regonseswill becanecleakeras
Christians and Muslimswork
together to discover new ways for
the future and asChristians reflect
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thedogically on the meaning of
such experiences

B. Regonse and Recommendations
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The 199" General Assembly (1987) of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), in
consideration of current realities and of the
need for new directions in Christian-Muslim
relations, adopts the following
recommendations:
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1.

Calls upon the church through its
agencies and governing bodies to
support the search to promote
understanding by:

a. Urging the dissemination
and use by local
congregations and other
groups of the study book
entitled ‘Christians and
Muslims Together,Oand
its study guide, together
with other materials in
Islam and interfaith
relations, which present a
wide theological approach
and viewpoint concerning
Christian and Muslim
relations, such as the
World Council of
Churches Study Guide,
My NeighborOg-aith and
Mine and The Bibleand
Peaple of Other Faiths.

b. Coordinating the
development and
distribution of additional
resources for study and
reflection as they become
available, such as the
1989-90 study materials
on the World of Islam
being prepared
ecumenically by the
Friendship Press (National
Council of the Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A.).

c¢. Recommending to
Presbyterian seminaries



that they emphasize
programs on Islam and
Christian-Muslim
relations in the next two
years, addressing
especially the kinds of
theological and
missiological issues
identified in Chapter VI of
the study book, namely,
the questions of truth,
revelation, mission,
ecumenism, religious
identity, secular ideologies
and mores, social justice
and human rights.
Recommending to church-
related colleges and
campus ministries that
they give priority to
promoting programs on
Islam and Christian-
Muslim relations.
Recommending to
Presbyterians that they
take every opportunity to
come to know and become
friends with their Muslim
neighbors.

Calling on the appropriate
agencies and governing
bodies of the church, and
on individual
Presbyterians, to identify,
expose, and counteract the
bigotry and prejudice
manifested in the United
States against Arabs,
Islam, Muslim peoples,
and Muslim world,
especially in children’s
games and toys (e.g.,
“Nomad”) and in
television films (e.g., “Iron
Eagle”).

Monitoring the church’s
own Christian education
materials for sensitivity
toward stereotyping
Muslim peoples.
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Calls upon the church through its
agencies and governing bodies to
support the search for
cooperation by:

a.

Providing for the
promotion of interfaith
relations with Muslims,
Jews, Hindus, Buddhists,
and others within the new
Global Mission Unit.
Undergirding efforts of
presbyteries and
congregations now
involved in ministries with
Muslims, including
networking for dialogue,
trialogue groups of Jews,
Muslims, and Christians,
and cooperative service
and witness endeavors.
Urging presbyteries to
become aware of the
presence of Muslims in
their areas and explore
ways in which common
concerns can be identified
and addressed through
cooperative efforts of
Muslims and Christians.
Engaging with Muslims
and Jews, and those of
other faiths, at all levels of
the church and,
ecumenically, with the
wider Christian
community in the mutual
search for peace and
justice.

Exploring through the
new Global Mission Unit
the feasibility of engaging
in cooperative work with
Muslims while continuing
historic forms of witness
through work and deed in
the Muslim world.

3. Calls upon the church through its

agencies and governing bodies to



support the search of faithful
witness by:

a.

Examining our forms of
Christian witness through
word and deed in light of
present realities of
Christian-Muslim
relations in the U.S.A. as
well as other parts of the
globe.

Reaffirming our
partnership with
Christian churches in
areas with major Muslim
population and supporting
such churches in their
search for full freedom to
witness to their faith.
Working for full religious
freedom (including the
right to change one’s faith
community) and for
equality of citizenship for
all persons in the societies
in which they live.
Monitoring the political
use of religion for the
purposes of power and
oppression.

Supporting and working
through ecumenical and
interfaith channels and
organizations whenever
possible.

Continuing exploration of
theological and
missiological issues lifted
up in Christians and
Muslims Together.



