
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a stereotype? 
 
A stereotype is a fixed mental picture held by 
one group of people about another group. It is 
an oversimplified opinion made without regard 
for individual differences.  
 
 
 

What is the difference 
between stereotypes 
and prejudice? 
 
A prejudice is an preconceived attitude or 
opinion about a person or group. It is decided on 
the basis of stereotypes and involves insufficient 
knowledge and irrational feelings.  
 
 
 

How do we get out of 
the box? 
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Overture 99-65. On the Negative Effects of Stereotyping and Religion – From the 
Presbytery of Western Reserve. 
 
1. Call upon congregations and governing bodies of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
to work prayerfully and carefully to eliminate language, imagery, and symbols in their 
preaching and teaching ministries that perpetuate stereotypes through  
!  a) viewing all persons of a particular religion as having certain characteristics 

in common without giving attention to differences within a religious community or tradition;  
!  b) deriving characterizations of a religion from external sources rather than from the sources within the 

particular tradition involved; and  
!  c) comparing the best of Christian practices with the worst behavior or beliefs of the other community; and 
 
2. Call upon individual Presbyterians to reflect carefully and prayerfully on their use of language, symbols, and 
images in relation to other religions and to challenge stereotypes through appropriate means; and 
 
3. Call upon congregations and governing bodies to create opportunities for dialogues that provide opportunity to 
share ideas with adherents of other religions and to get to know them as persons of faith; 
 
4. Call upon congregations and governing bodies to join in interfaith ministries of justice with individuals or 
congregations, or other appropriate groups; 
 
5. Call upon individual Presbyterians to view media presentations of other religions critically and to challenge 
stereotypes when they are presented; 
 
6. Direct the Worldwide Ministries Division to make available resource(s) that guide Presbyterians in overcoming 
problems that have developed through the history of Christian relationships with peoples of other faith communities; 
and 
 
7. Direct the Stated Clerk to communicate this action to congregations and governing bodies for study and action. 
 
Rationale 
All  human beings are created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27) and we who follow Jesus are called to love one 
another as he loves us (John 15:13-17); 
 
"In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in GodÕs image, male and femals, of 
every race and people, to l ive as one community" (Book of Confessions, 10.3, l ines 29-32). 
 
The 161st General Assembly (1949) of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America voted its support of 
the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and General Assemblies since have consistently 
advocated the protection of the basic human rights of all  people. 
 
As people of the Word, we are challenged to be sensitive to the power of language and symbols, not only to reflect 
the world around us, but also to help us to shape that world. 
 
The use of negative stereotypes in language, imagery, and symbols denies the image of God in human beings; 
undermines human dignity; has a negative impact upon self-image, self-awareness, and sense of human worth; and 
can foster an atmosphere in which hate grows, coming to expression in violence against individuals based on their 
innate characteristics. 
 
The love of God is intolerant of all  barriers that separate people Ð whether these barriers be racial, religious, 
economic, national, or cultural Ð but instead calls us to celebrate our common humanity, to seek mutual acceptance, 
and to become involved in the service of GodÕs children together. 
 
The religious pluralism of our time makes i t increasingly necessary for people of faith to understand each other in 
depth. 
 
Interfaith encounter and dialogue will  not weaken the faith of those who participate, but can be a vehicle for frank 
sharing of likenessses and differences; can lead to an understanding of religious diversities, to mutual trust, and to 
intercommunal integrity; and can strengthen religious self-understanding and personal faith. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


