
Relating to Non-Parish Clergy 
 
How does the COM work with those in non-parish validated ministries, those in non-
validated work, and those who are not participating in presbytery?  Let’s discuss options 
and share what works and what hasn’t.  If your COM has a policy, please bring copies to 
share. 
 
G-11.0403 Criteria for Ministry of Continuing Members 
A presbytery shall determine the ministers of the Word and Sacrament who shall be its continuing members.  In 
making this determination the presbytery shall be guided by written criteria developed by the presbytery for 
validation of ministries within its bounds. These criteria shall be based upon the description of the nature of ordained 
office found in G-6.0100 and G-6.0200 and the following standards: 
 
a. The ministry of continuing members shall be in demonstrable conformity with the mission of God’s people in the 
world as set forth in Holy Scripture, The Book of Confessions, and the Book of Order of this church. 
 
b. The ministry shall be one that serves others, aids others, and enables the ministries of others. 
 
c. The ministry shall give evidence of theologically informed fidelity to God’s Word. This will normally require the 
Master of Divinity degree or its equivalent and the completion of the requirements for ordination set forth in G-
14.0482. 
 
d. The ministry shall be carried on in accountability for its character and conduct to the presbytery and to 
organizations, agencies, and institutions. 
 
e. The ministry shall include responsible participation in the deliberations and work of the presbytery and in the 
worship and service of a congregation. 
 
G-11.0406 Continuing Member 
The ministers of the Word and Sacrament who are continuing members of a presbytery of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) include active members, members-at-large, and inactive members.  
 
a. An active member is a minister of the Word and Sacrament who has been admitted to the presbytery in 
accordance with G-11.0401, and is now engaged in ministry that complies with all of the criteria in G-11.0403 
without exception.  An active member may be engaged in a validated ministry within congregations of the church 
(G-11.0409), in a validated ministry in other service of this church (G-11.0410), in a validated ministry in service 
beyond the jurisdiction of this church (G-11.0411), or may be honorably retired (G-11.0412).  An active member is 
entitled to take part in the meetings of the presbytery and to speak, vote, and hold office.   
 
b. A member-at-large is a minister of the Word and Sacrament who has previously been admitted to the presbytery 
or another presbytery as an active member, and who now, without intentional abandonment of the exercise of 
ministry, is no longer engaged in a ministry that complies with all the criteria in G-11.0403. A minister may be 
designated a member- at-large because he or she is limited in his or her ability to engage in a ministry fulfilling all 
of the criteria for a validated ministry because of family responsibilities or other individual circumstances which 
presbytery recognizes as important. A member-at-large shall comply with as many of the criteria in G-11.0403 as 
possible and shall be encouraged to become a parish associate in a congregation.  A member-at-large is entitled to 
take part in the meetings of the presbytery and to speak, vote, and hold office. The status of each member-at-large 
may be granted by the presbytery upon the minister’s application and shall be reviewed annually.  
 
c . An inactive member is a minister of the Word and Sacrament who has previously been admitted to the presbytery 
or another presbytery as an active member, but is now voluntarily engaged in an occupation that does not comply 
with all of the criteria in G-11.0403. The presbytery may, at the minister’s request or on its own initiative after 
notifying the minister in person or by certified mail at the last known address, determine that the minister’s category 
of membership is that of inactive member. An inactive member is not entitled to take part in the meetings of the 
presbytery or to speak, vote, hold office, or serve on committees, except that the inactive member may speak when 
the matter under consideration concerns that minister. The continued status of each inactive member shall be 
reviewed annually up to three years.  If at the end of three years the minister has not been restored to active 



membership or membership-at-large, the presbytery shall delete that person’s name from the appropriate roll of 
presbytery and may give that person a certificate of membership to a particular church. (G-6.0600) 
 
G-11.0408 Validated Ministries 
a.  A minister of the Word and Sacrament who is an active member of presbytery may be engaged  

(1) in a validated ministry within congregations of this church,  
(2) in a validated ministry in other service of this church,  
(3) in a validated ministry in service beyond the jurisdiction of this church, or may be  
(4) honorably retired .  

 
b.  A call to a validated ministry in other service of this church (G-11.0410) or in service beyond the jurisdiction of 
the church (G-11.0411) shall ordinarily be in a form which includes a description of the goals and working 
relationships, financial terms, and the signatures of the minister, a representative of the presbytery, and where 
possible, a representative of the employing agency.  
 
c. It is appropriate for presbytery to conduct a service of installation similar to that found in W-4.4006, or a service 
of recognition, at the inauguration of this ministry. 
 
G-11.0409 Service in Congregations of This Church 
An active member engaged in a validated ministry within congregations of this church shall serve a particular 
church or churches as pastor, co-pastor, associate pastor, stated supply, temporary supply, interim pastor, or interim 
associate pastor, as provided in G-6.0202 and G-14.0550.   
 
G-11.0410 In Other Service of This Church 
An active member engaged in a validated ministry in other service of this church shall serve as a staff member of a 
presbytery, a synod, or the General Assembly of this church or of an organization related to one of these governing 
bodies; as a minister serving an organization sponsored by two or more denominations, one of which is this church, 
such as a federated church, a specialized ministry, an administrative office, or an interdenominational agency; as a 
partner in mission in connection with a church outside the United States of America. Before entering upon such 
service, the minister shall request and obtain the approval of the presbytery of membership. Changes in the terms of 
the call or dissolution of the relationship shall be reported to the presbytery. 
 
G-11.0411 In Service Beyond the Jurisdiction of the Church 
An active member engaged in a validated ministry in service beyond the jurisdiction of the church may be engaged 
in a ministerial calling consonant with the mission of the presbytery in an organization, agency, or institution in 
which this church has no official participation or may serve temporarily as pastor or in some other capacity in 
another denomination, and may, with the approval of presbytery, accept ministerial membership in that church for 
the period of such service without forfeiting his or her membership in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) presbytery 
in which he or she holds membership. Before entering upon such service the minister shall request permission of the 
presbytery of membership. The committee on ministry of the presbytery shall make a thorough review of the 
proposed ministerial function and report its recommendations to the presbytery. The committee shall determine and 
report whether the service complies with all of the criteria enumerated in G-11.0403, without exception. If the 
presbytery grants the permission requested, such permission shall be subject to review and renewal annually. 
 
G-11.0412 Honorably Retired 
a. A presbytery may designate an active minister as an honorably retired minister if that minister is in good and 
regular standing, or is granted the status of being in good and regular standing, at the time the minister is designated 
as an honorably retired minister. The status of being an honorably retired minister may be granted because of 
physical or mental disability, or age. The procedure for electing a new pastor is set out in G-14.0530–.0534.  
Presbytery may also grant the status of being an honorably retired minister to a minister member who has been 
granted retirement by an agency described in G-11.0410 or G-11.0411, or upon the completion of twenty years of 
cumulative service as an active and (or) at-large member. 
 
b. Honorably retired ministers are encouraged to transfer their membership to the presbytery in which they live and 
the presbytery is encouraged to receive them. Presbyteries should encourage honorably retired ministers to use their 
experience and skills in creative and meaningful ways. Those who are able and willing to re-engage in ministry and 
service to others should relate to a particular church or presbytery. For those who do not or cannot, the presbytery 
should provide nurture and support. 
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