


outdoor tap serves the 35 people who live here. They also share
one single privy. “It’s not so bad in summer”, says Aranka, “but in
winter life here is very hard – especially for the older people and
families with small children.” The houses
are also home to beetles and other
vermin. "Last year, two children even got
bitten by rats."

Eviction – A threat to the
community

We look around her place. It has only one
small dark room for both of them. The
floor is of earth, the furniture old and worn
out. “You wouldn’t believe that anybody
would be worried about losing a place like
this,” Aranka says. “But if the bulldozers
came and demolished our home, we’d
have absolutely nothing left.”

Her fears are not unfounded – all the families in the settlement
have had eviction notices. “We wouldn’t have anywhere else to
go. My husband and I could end up on the street,” Mária, another
lady, tells us. “But what I’m most afraid of is losing my children. If
we became homeless, our kids would be taken away from us and
put into state care homes. I don’t know what I’d do then, I love
them very much...”

Renting or buying another home is just not an option for any of the
families. “My husband works on building sites, but he doesn’t have
a steady job. We only have 14 000 forints (about 60 euros) a

month to live on. At the end
of the month there’s hardly
enough money for food.”

With an income of 14 000 Ft,
this family are average
earners in the settlement.
Compare this to the official
minimum wage in Hungary
of 65 500 Ft. Most of the
inhabitants of Domokos
Márton Kert are Roma, and
have moved here in the last
20 years because they couldn’t afford anywhere else.

Building a future

But not all here is bleak.
The School of Public Health
at the University of
Debrecen was the initiator
of a complex community
development project,
following their research of
health in Roma
communities. In May 2006,
with the assistance of the
School, the community
formed their own NGO

Opre Roma (which means "Stand up Roma!") to run their
housing project. Aranka's husband Gyula is the enthusiastic



”What is really
important is
that we are now
designing our
homes from our
own cultural
background.”

president of the Association: "Since last May, people have really
begun to feel hopeful again. We now hold regular community
meetings, and at the end of March we had our first house-design
workshop.”

Our most important progress
so far has been our discussion
with the Mayor of Debrecen in
April, when we agreed that
eviction would be suspended,
so that we can stay at
Domokos Márton Kert and
renovate the buildings there,
making them into proper
houses.  This is really the best
solution, as not only will it cost
less than building new, but it

means much less community upheaval.  "We've been here for 20
years, we'd much rather stay!” says Gyula.

He continues: "What is really important for
us is that we are now designing our homes
from our own cultural background. We all
want to build and renovate the houses with
our own hands, and we have skilled
craftsmen in the community who work with
traditional materials like adobe.  A project
like this is very hard work, and that is why
it is essential to work with several local
organisations.  Our partners include
Debrecen University, the Hungarian Reformed Church, Debrecen
Roma Minority Government and local architects T4Terv."

We take a walk around
Domokos Márton Kert.
In the summers of 2003
- 2005 volunteers from
abroad came here to
take part in clean-up and
small scale renovation
programmes. Géza
recalls: “We all worked
together cleaning and
painting, and there were
many new friendships.
The houses looked so much better afterwards – I felt really
proud!” - “Yes, we got rid of all the insects and vermin”, Ártur
chips in. “But we didn’t have the money to keep it up, although
we really would have liked to. Without a job and a regular
income, that’s impossible.”

That’s why Opre Roma’s aim is not merely to renovate and
extend the houses: their
plans include training
programmes for all. Design,
construction, accountancy,
management and IT skills
will all be needed for the
building project, and with
these skills people will be
more likely to find work in the
future. Of course, this is not
the only way to improve
people's employability, and
we are in talks with the



”They live in
houses which they
built themselves

and are very happy
with them.  That’s
what we want to

do. ”

Debrecen Regional Centre of Labour Affairs on appropriate
training initiatives.  We are arranging a whole training scheme,
working with basic skills like letter-writing and job-searching,
working towards focussed vocations like cleaning and park-
wardenship, while also
running sessions on
Gypsy culture, history and
awareness.

Projects like this one have
been successful before in
Hungary. Krisztián tells us
about a trip the community
made to the town of
Kiskunhalas: “The Roma

people there were in a situation similar
to ours. But now they live in houses
which they built themselves and are
very happy with them. That’s what we
want to do too.”  The director of the
Kiskunhalas project Irén Tóth
emphasises: "Our social house-building
programme has proved that, if the
appropriate bodies organise the work

and the purchases, then the members of the community will be
able to perform all their tasks with professional help."

We are currently in negotiations with the well-known charitable
housing organisation Habitat for Humanity (Hungary), who could
provide a substantial proportion of the costs for construction. This
would be in the form of a repayable loan and very low interest to

each family involved, ensuring that ownership of land and
estate carries with it real responsibility and attachment. Due to
Habitat's potential offer, any donation you (the donor) make
would effectively be worth much more; plus the skill and
experience of Habitat in community construction works would
ensure both accountability and sustainability at Domokos
Márton Kert.

How many and how much?

The project is currently dealing with 32 people – 5 families,
altogether 13 adults and 19 children.  According to the
architects’ surveys of the site, these families can be
accommodated in the three existing buildings, with the
following areas:

Family Area

Gyula (2 adults) 32m2

Géza (2 adults, 2 children) 52m2

Ártur (3 adults, 4 children) 75m2

Tamás (2 adults, 3 children) 63m2

Erika (4 adults, 10 children) 117m2

Total: 32 people (13 adults, 19 children) 339m2

We are planning to renovate the existing buildings, convert
some of the roof-space into rooms and flats, and add outdoor
terraces.  The estimated sum for this is €205 000 according to
our architects' survey.



The walls are mostly structurally sound, and to renovate these in
order to provide habitable, decent ground  floor space will cost
around 608 euros per m2 (including new floors, insulation, some
structural repair, interior finishes, services and furnishings).  Many
roof timbers and coverings will need to be replaced, although once
in place, attics can be converted into habitable spaces at low cost.

The overall project cost €205 000 includes labour and on-site
supervision, and all materials and equipment.  A full version of our
budget can be found on our website at
http://www.opreromadmk.hu/eng/budget.

Now that the legal issues of ownership are being cleared up, and
we are running design workshops with the community, we would
like to ask you to become part of this exciting project through your
donation.

We have already raised €36 000, generously donated by Self-
Development of People at the Presbyterian Church of the USA,
and by the Reformed Church of the Republic of South Korea.
Because we expect Habitat for Humanity to match funding that we
receive from other sources, we are now aiming to raise 50% of the
required €205 000, ie. €102 500, of which we still need €66 500.
You may like to donate a certain proportion of our target value,
making one of the donations suggested below.  The target could
be made by:

2 gifts of €16 600 (25% each)

4 gifts of €6 650 (10% each)

10 gifts of €665 (1% each)



Your help will make a difference

We are currently working on realising tax-deductible donations.
Until these become available, we would ask you to make your
donation directly to the account of Opre Roma in Hungary:

Final Beneficiary:  Opre Roma Közhasznú Egyesület
4028 Debrecen Kassai út 26/b.

President: Balogh Gyula
Vice-Presidents: Vadász Erika, Vadász Léna

International bank account number:
Erste Bank
HU37 11600006-00000000-19316231

However, if you are a taxpayer in the USA, we have got more
good news for you: you can reclaim tax on your donation if you
send it through Presbyterian Church USA, using their ECO system
(Extra Commitment Opportunity).  Simply donate online by going
to their website at

http://www.pcusa.org/give/online/projectSelectAction.do?nu
mberString=E053728

This ECO is marked for work with Self-Development and Roma: to
make sure your donation comes straight to us, please type the
following in the final box (where you are invited to note "special
instructions"):  "E053728, Opre Roma/Hungary"

Or you can donate by ’phone:  +1 – 800 – 872 3283, quoting the
same instructions.

Keeping in touch

To make sure that you can remain involved in the project, we
have developed an online resource where you will always be
able to read the latest as to how our project is progressing, and
where your donation is working.  Find us at
http://www.opreromadmk.hu (the „dmk” stands for Domokos
Márton Kert).  We will also be sending out regular news
updates.

Please direct any further inquiries to:

Dóra Kovács
Opre Roma
Faculty of Public Health
Medical and Health Science Centre
University of Debrecen
Kassai St 26/b
4028 Debrecen
Hungary

email: d.kovacs@sph.dote.hu
telephone: +36 – 52 – 460 190  ext. 77405


