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 Preface to the paper . . .  
    This white paper is intended to facilitate the 
sharing   of ideas on issues relevant to community-
based home health care needs and support services 
for rural residents. Specifically, the paper addresses 
the problem of unmet health care and support needs 
of a rapidly expanding rural elderly population. It is 
well known that as the population ages, there is a 
corresponding increase in the need for health care 
and support services. More than 62 million 
Americans (25% of the U.S. population) live in rural 
areas and a growing proportion are elderly who suffer 
from one or more chronic conditions. This paper 
presents a rather broad landscape of issues relevant 
to the health and well-being of rural elderly in order 
that readers have some background knowledge of, 
and an appreciation for, the plethora of factors 
impacting any proposed solution(s). The topics 
addressed in a condensed format include: 

1. health care costs and health policy;  
2. community-based initiatives and programs;  
3. chronic illnesses and disabilities;  
4. rural and frontier populations;  
5. faith-based organizations and the faith-health 

movement;  
6. parish nursing and rural chaplaincy;  
7. elderly, long-term care and caregivers;  
8. home health care;  
9. telecommunications, the Internet and the 

Digital Divide; and  
10. home telecare  

 
 

Health Ministries USA does not endorse 
any of the following preparation courses, 
but provides them in answer to many 
requests from congregations that seek  
information about training/education for 
Parish Nurses. 
 
Parish Nurse Preparation 
Courses/Training 
Programs/Contacts 

Augustana College, Department of 
Nursing 

Parish Nursing Center 

2001 S Summit Avenue 

Sioux Falls, SD 57197 

Contact: Mary Auterman, 605-274-5022 

 

College of Saint Scholastica College 

1200 Kenwood Avenue 

Duluth, MN 55811 

Contact: Sue Monge, 218-723-6396 

http://www.css.edu/ 

 

Carroll College - Parish Nurse Center 

1601 North Benton Avenue 

Helena, MT 59625 

Contact: Cynthia Gustafson, 406-447-
5494 

http://www.carroll.edu/parishnurse/ 

 

Concordia University - Wisconsin 

Parish Nurse Ministries 



12800 N Lake Shore Drive 

Mequon, WI 53097 

Contact: Susie Pipkorn, 262-243-2608 

http://www.cuw.edu/parish%5Fnurse/default.htm 

 

The Deaconess Foundation - Deaconess Parish Nurse Program 

211 N Broadway, Suite 1250 

St. Louis, MO 63102 

Contact: Alvyne Rethemeyer, 314-918-9575 

http://www.deaconess.org/parishnursing.phtml 

 

Marian College 

3200 Cold Spring Road 

Indianapolis, IN 46222 

Contact: Carol Lee Cherry, 317-955-6130 

http://www.marian.edu/index2.html 

 

Marian College - Appleton Center 

2701 N Oneida 

Appleton, WI 54911 

Contact: Carol Burns, 920-749-1045 

http://cw.mariancollege.edu/parishnurse/ 

 

Marquette University 

College of Nursing, Outreach Office 

PO Box 1881 

Milwaukee, WI 53201 

Contact: Rosemarie Matheus, 414-288-3802 

http://www.mu.edu/nursing/parish.html 

 

Medical University of South Carolina 

99 Jonathan Lucas Street 



Charleston, SC 28425 

Contact: Ann Hollerbach, 843-792-4624 

http://www.musc.edu/nursing/faculty/parish.htm 

 

Northwest Parish Nurse Ministries 

2801 N Gantenbein, Room 1072 

Portland, OR 97227 

Contact: Annette Stixrud, 503-413-4920 

http://www.parishnurseministry.org/ 

 

Nurse Ministries Network 

555 West Glendale Avenue 

Phoenix, AZ 85021 

Contact Pat Midkiff, 602-274-5022 

http://www.centerdoar.org/nmn.htm 

 

The Parish Nursing Center 

Concordia College 

901-8th Street 

Moorhead, MN 56562 

Contact: Luella Vitalis, 218-299-3893 

http://www.cord.edu/dept/parishnursing/ 

 

The Parish Nurse Consortium of the San Francisco Bay Area - Samuel Merritt College 

435 Hawthorne Avenue 

Oakland, CA 94609 

Contact: Joan Stone, 510-869-8620 

jbstone@jps.net 

 

Parish Nurse Preparation Institute 

Gwinnett Hospital System 

PO Box 348 



Lawrenceville, GA 30046 

Contact: Joan Wood, 678-442-2467 

http://www.gwinnetthealth.org/index.html 

 

Puget Sound Parish Nurse Ministries 

502-48th Place SE 

Everett, WA 98203 

Contact: Carol Story, 425-259-5809 

http://www.eskimo.com/~hvi/parishnursing.html 

 

Shenandoah University 

1775 N Sector Court 

Winchester, VA 22601 

Contact: Martha Erbach, 540-665-5505 

http://www.su.edu/nursing/index.html 

 

Spalding University 

851 S Fourth Street 

Louisville, KY 40203-2188 

Contact: Bea Keller, 502-459-0839 

http://www.spalding.edu/ 

 

The Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of Christian Education 

Caring Congregations, Union-PSCE 

3401 Brook Road 

Richmond, VA 23227 

Contact: Rev. Donna B. Coffman, 804-254-8070 

http://www.union-psce.edu/ 

 

University of Colorado Health Sciences Center - School of Nursing 

4200 E 9th Avenue, Box C288 

Denver, CO 80262 



Contact: Dr. Nancy Brown, 303-315-4248 

http://son.uchsc.edu/son/ 

 

University of Indianapolis - School of Nursing 

1400 East Hanna Avenue 

Indianapolis, IN 46227 

Contact: Cheryl Larson, 317-788-3503 

http://nursing.uindy.edu/parish.html 

 
 
The paper in its challenging entirety is available at : 
http://healthinfo.montana.edu/ruralhealth/WhitePaper/toc.html 
 


