PRESBYTERIANS AND MILITARY SERVICE PRI

Enlistment—Q and A

What if I decide to enlist in the

armed forces?

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) teaches

that one way Christians can be faithful is

through service in the armed forces.

Important points if you are considering

enlisting:

¢ Joining the military is a minimum eight-
year commitment, including time spent in
the reserves.

e Talk with your family, pastor, and church
community if you are considering military
service. Discuss the factors that led you
to think about enlisting—patriotism, a
desire to serve your country, a sense of
responsibility, or whatever they may be.
Explore any financial and social pressures
that may be influencing your decision. In
talking, you may clarify your thinking.

e Talk carefully with recruiters from each of
the services. Examine the options they
provide and choose the one that meets
your skills, interests and needs.

e Talk with other individuals who have
served in the armed forces, especially
those who have served in the branch that
interests you.

e Be sure to get every promise of training
confirmed in writing, in language you can
understand, and have the recruiter sign
the papers. Take a witness with you.

o Take all materials home with you and
review them carefully. If you are unsure
about anything on the materials, contact
the G.I. Rights Hotline at (877) 447-4487.

e Understand what you are signing, before
signing anything.

e If you are or will be a college student,
examine the Reserve Officer Training
Corps (ROTC) program carefully before
enrolling. Be aware of the expectations.

¢ Note that the enlistment form states that
military laws and policies may change
which may impact aspects of your
agreement. These changes could result
in your enlistment being extended.

¢ Inform your pastor and the session about
your decision.

What church support will I find once
I have enlisted?

The PC(USA) helps recruit, train, and support
chaplains who provide worship and pastoral
care for members of the armed forces. Seek
out a chaplain upon arrival at the place you
are stationed. Inform him or her that you
are a Christian and ask for a schedule of
worship and other church-related activities.
The church also teaches that members
should support those in the armed forces
with prayers and regular communication.
Use this time to communicate with your
church community about specific prayer
requests you may have.

Helpful Contact:

Presbyterian Council for
Chaplains and Military Personnel
Tel: (202) 244-4177

E-mail: info@pccmp.org
WWW.[pccmp.org

PC(USA) PoLicy

200TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY (1988)

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

“Military forces have served to defend the
nation and to preserve the safety, harmony,
freedom, and peace of its citizens. There is a
long Presbyterian tradition of individuals
serving in the armed forces.”

= Minutes, 1988, p. 447
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