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"In This Issue"

This issue of AGEnda brings you an update on the vitality of Older Adult Ministries
in the PC(USA); news you can use from the Presbyteries, background on the newly-
released resource Older Adult Ministries: A Handbook by Richard Morgan, former
editor of AGEnda; and articles by two new contributors.

There is a new day dawning for older adult ministries in the PC(USA). Jon Brown,
the senior editor and coordinator for Mission Education and Promotion, provides an
overview and reason for hope in his article.

In the meantime, some things will remain the same: find here brief information
about this year's conference at Stony Point Presbyterian Conference Center in NY
and next year's conference at Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center on Lake
Tahoe, NV. Certification is also alive and well, with interest growing significantly.

POAMN remains committed to continuing Older Adult Ministries in and beyond the
PC(USA). We are a volunteer organization, with dedicated individual and institu-
tional members. We have funding "in the bank" which is designated for this work,
and which will be used to continue the ministry. It seems likely that there will be
new forms, new possibilities, building on the foundation of the past.

And isn't it just like our God to work in such ways? Throughout history, God has
intervened, challenging and encouraging God's people to continue seeking to know
God and to serve God and God's people in ways that are most helpful and useful in
the present circumstances.

If you have not yet joined POAMN for the year 2006, please use the form that is on
page 11 of this issue to do that. If your church or institution is not a member, please
try again to encourage that membership and investment. If you are already a mem-
ber and could send an additional contribution, that will also be welcome. We are in
this together!

And some things will change. We are experimenting with a "mostly full page for-
mat" recognizing that an increasing number of readers receive and read this newslet-
ter on-line.

If you receive a "hard copy" and could/would be willing to receive the AGEnda
ONLY by e-mail, please contact the editor (see below). If you receive e-mail notice
AND a hard copy of this issue, and are willing to forego the hard copy, please also
contact the editor. We need to be especially vigilant about our costs at this time, and
your assistance in managing the mailing lists is much appreciated.

Older Adult Ministries in the PC(USA) is very much ALIVE with possibilities, with
excitement about new opportunities, with people and churches and retirement com-
munities and seminaries who are all preparing to partner in new ways.

Continued page 2
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CONTINUED: In this Issue
So - fasten your seatbelt and get ready, because that's what we're going to do!

Vickie Kintzel: 970-215-4256;
pastorvickiek@yahoo.com

Update from General Assembly - June 2006

by Jon Brown, contact information in article

It has been likened to the pains of childbirth. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is on the brink of
"birthing" new ways of carrying out the ministries of the General Assembly Council in order to
meet the changing needs of our churches and bear witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is
painful. It holds its share of fear and anxiety. It also holds the potential of hope and new life. I
would like to take this opportunity to provide an update regarding the way that our national
offices relate to Older Adult Ministries in general and POAMN in particular.

Presbyterians are generous givers. In 2004, Presbyterians actually gave 5.8% more in contribu-
tions through their congregations per individual than they did in 1994. However, in that same
decade giving to the national offices decreased by about 11%. This reflects a number of things.
To begin with, it costs more (in utilities, cost of living, etc.) to carry out the ministries of our con-
gregations. We are also doing more in local outreach, congregational programs, and even first-
hand mission partnerships and experiences. Many congregations and presbyteries have developed
amazing global partnerships that have enriched the lives and faith of our churches. Some pro-
grams that were once carried out by the "experts" in the denominational headquarters are now
possible directly at a local level. Networks have grown and developed into vibrant communities
connecting Presbyterians with similar interests and ministries from across the land. This is not
necessarily a bad thing in itself. The harsh reality is that the national offices cannot continue to
do its work "business as usual" in the same manner that has served the church for the past sever-
al decades. In this case, budget shortfall is becoming the mother of invention.

By means of an arduous process involving many staff members, the Staff Leadership Team, and
ultimately the General Assembly Council, decisions were made April 29th regarding staffing and
program expenditures at our national offices. Criteria for evaluation included (a) what was essen-
tial to be carried out at a national level, (b) what was important, but could possibly be carried out
more effectively by other governing bodies, networks, or congregations, and (c) what was being
done that was not necessary. No one was surprised to learn there existed extremely little in our
work that was considered "not necessary". The current office of Older Adult Ministries was
viewed as a combination of program support and funds development. The painful result of the
process and GAC decision is that on May 1, 2006 two of our valued staff members, Ginny Nyhuis

and Greg Cohen, learned that their positions had been eliminated.

So, where does that leave Older Adult Ministries in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)? Not all
the details are clear at this moment. The Older Adult Ministry Task Force report with recom-
mendations, was received with gratitude by the 217th General Assembly in June. The report
exemplified how the needs and opportunities of older adults are shared across boundaries of
offices, departments, and flows out into networks, middle governing bodies and congregations. In
many ways Older Adult Ministries is leading the way for the rest of the church! The recommen-
dation regarding staffing and budget, however, was amended to read that appropriate connecting
points within the emerging GAC staff structure that relate to older adult issues would be clearly

Continued on page 3
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CONTINUED: Update from General Assembly - June 2006

identified within existing staff. That is, no new staff would be added. So, there are still some ques-
tions as to how this will all work out. But questions can be a good thing when they leave room
for us to discern what God is calling us to do in new patterns and practices that meet the current
and changing needs of God's people.

In the midst of these questions you can continue to turn to the General Assembly offices for the
publication of helpful resources. Dimensions of Older Adult Ministries: A Handbook has just been
published this spring with sales already exceeding 1,000 copies. 2006 Older Adult Ministries
Planning Guide was published in partnership with the Presbyterian Homes and Services of
Kentucky. Older Adult Ministry: A Guide for the Session and Congregation and Older Adult
Ministry: A Guide for the Presbytery Committee, continue to be requested and distributed as help-
ful resources for the church. Potential new resources will be considered and facilitated through
the Witherspoon Press publisher's table.

You can also continue to relate to the General Assembly Offices and seek support through Jon
Brown, senior editor and coordinator for Mission Education and Promotion, and his administra-
tive assistant, Claudia Bodine. (Some of you may recognize Jon's name from the Montreat Older
Adult Conferences and as the 2004 POAMN Conference worship leader.) Jon Brown's extension
is x5194. While these two staff persons are assigned as liaisons to POAMN, the extent of those
responsibilities is not yet clear. All networks, including POAMN, will likely be viewed as centers
of where the action really takes place with official communication and coordination provided by
the General Assembly Offices.

With that in mind, now more than ever you can continue to expect POAMN to grow and provide
enriching conferences, a new certification program, and network support from experts in the field
spanning the church across the nation. We encourage you to pray for the discussions and deci-
sions of the 217th General Assembly as well as the work of all Presbyterians to bear witness in

word and deed to the life-transforming gospel of Jesus Christ.

News from the Presbyteries

Each Presbytery is encouraged to name two persons to serve as PROAMSs - Presbytery
Representatives for Older Adult Ministries. Some have done this; many have not. If you would
like to explore this role in your setting, please contact Susie Johnson, who serves on the POAMN
Executive Committee (ExComm) as the coordinator for PROAMSs, and can be reached at sjohn-
son@faithhospice.org.

Last year at the 20th Annual Celebration of Aging, two women, Bertha Evans, age100, Third
United Church, and Irene Gantner, age102, St. Andrew Church, were named by their churches as
their honoree.

As far as we know, this was unprecedented in our Presbytery. It made us realize that there may
be other centenarians, not necessarily honorees, in our congregations and that it would be inter-
esting to name them at this year's Celebration of Aging. We have asked clerks of sessions to send
those names to us.

Cindy Corley, Resourcing & Equipping Ministry Team,
The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy
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The Rise of a Phoenix: The Story of a Book
Dimensions in Older Adult Ministry: A Handbook
By Richard L. Morgan

Did you ever have a dream denied, seem to vanish in thin air, and then, as if by a miracle, to rise
from the grave? This is the story of the recently published book, Dimensions of Older Adult
Ministry: A Handbook. The words of the old hymn epitomize the story of this book, "Through
many dangers, toils and snares I (it) has already come."

In 2001, Miriam Dunson (former Associate in the Office of Older Adult Ministries in Louisville,
KY) and I had a vision of producing a significant book on older adult ministry, which would help
churches deal with the major issues of later life. This handbook would be user friendly and would
make older adult ministry more than entertainment and trips. It would be based on the belief that
older adults want to grow in every aspect of life; however, most churches have not provided them
with resources for spiritual growth.

Miriam was able to get a generous grant of $12,000 from Lakeside Presbyterian Church in Illinois
for publication of this book. She gave me the responsibility of securing writers. This was quite a
challenging task, since there were no other funds available to pay the writers. All royalties from
the sale of the book would be given to Older Adult Ministry in the (PCUSA). Most of the writ-
ers were leading experts in older adult ministry. I had met many of the writers in seminars across
the nation, and most of them were willing to undertake the task. Miriam Dunson stated, "One
thing makes this book unique and a valuable resource to have, is that it is written by fourteen
authors who are experts in older adult ministry. They each write about issues that are related to
the lives of older adults." All but three of writers were members of the PC(USA).

In 2003, Miriam signed a contract with Geneva Press to publish the book. Then disaster occurred.
Miriam retired from the Office of Older Adult Ministry. For the time being the book was shelved,
and finally apparently forgotten. However, like the nagging widow in Jesus' parable, I kept
pounding on the door of justice. Everywhere I went, churches were asking for resources that cen-
tered on depth issues for older persons such as transitions, relocation to retirement communities,
Alzheimer's disease, depression, and late life learning.

In 2005, in conversations with Greg Cohen, then newly the Associate for Older Adult Ministry,
we resumed the struggle. There were still barriers to be faced. Most of the files and the contract
had been lost or misplaced in the staff transitions. It was like starting all over again, except for
one touch of providence: I had saved the manuscript, and it survived the massive downsizing of
my files as we moved to a retirement community in Pennsylvania.

Finally in the summer of 2005, Westminster/John Knox agreed to publish the book at some later
date. Greg and I felt that the time had come to get it published sooner than later.

Witherspoon Press, the publishing arm of the Congregational Ministry Division, agreed to pub-
lish the book. Some of the writers had relocated, and old files had to be updated. Sandra Moak,
Publisher, was most helpful and assured us that the book would be published. Martha Gilliss, of
the Curriculum Department of the Congregational Ministry Division became the general editor
and shepherded the book to its publication in February, 2006. "The mills of God grind slow, but
they grind exceeding fine."

Miriam Dunson, elated over its publication, wrote, "Although some of the subjects covered in this
Continued on page 5
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CONTINUED: The Rise of a Phoenix: The
Story of a Book

book were chosen some five years ago, they
are still the "hot issues" of the day. (I wish

ment to seeing the book published that the
Phoenix Arose Again!" Miriam can be
reached at: smd1524@aol.com. Dick Morgan
can be reached at: rlmorgan@verizon.net.

now, in retrospect, that we had included a
chapter on "Caring for Aging Loved Ones").
One presbytery committee, having seen the
book, and studied its contents, decided to build
an education event around just the chapter by
Dr. Isabel W. Rogers on "Ethical Issues of
Aging." She added, "Church leaders, pastors,
and Christian Educators will find this book
useful for two specific reasons: first, there are
questions at the end of each chapter to guide
discussions, and second, each chapter ends
with a long list of resources."

I Available in
k W . February 2006

¥iv ;
i adult Ministey

Dimensions of Older
Adult Ministry:

A Hudbook

This handbock takes up common issues
surrounding the aging process, including
learning in later life, nursing homes,
retirement communiry living, elder
abuse, late-life depression, Alzheimer’s
discase, and other forms of dementia
that plaguc older adults. There are 2lso
chapiers on aging from both the Jewish
and Islamic perspectives. This resouree
i a praciical puide for carcpivers and
faith communitics secking help in
overcoming barriers Lo minisiering Lo
older adults,

(800) 524-2612

www. pcusa.org/marketplace

1 A Handbete

515.95

ISBN 1-57153-059-2

Like the proverbial bird, Phoenix, this book
was reborn through fire. Although almost con-
sumed by life events, it was reborn in the
flames of the ashes. Like the Phoenix, it is S
hoped that it will live for many years. "}TT?%":
Older/I| Adult
Miriam Dunson comments for AGEnda: e a8
"Dick deserves much praise for his taking hold
of this matter and seeing the book through to

publication. It is because of Dick's commit-

Froma Code D5

Editor Kichard L. Morgan 15 a contributing writer 2nd noted author of v
several books on the spirituzality of aging and related suhjects. Other i
contributing weiters for this hook are recognized authoriiies in the fiald fg e
ol wlder adull minisiries, some are authors of other books, and some x \:
servee ax nalional leaders of seminars on aging. T

2007 Annual Conference at Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe, NV

@8l The conference next year

@ will be on beautiful Lake
® Tahoe, the site of the 2000
- conference which had the
highest ever attendance.
Will that number be topped
this year? Will you be part
of the experience?

Watch the next issue of
AGEnda for more details;
for now, hold the dates of
April 16-18, 2007. This is
one week after Easter (April 8); next year the conference will run from Monday evening through
Wednesday evening, with Thursday breakfast included for those staying at the Conference Center.

Tallac Center at Zephyr Point

To make workshop suggestions, contact Cindy Wright, POAMN Executive Committee member
and conference coordinator. Contact information is on page 10.
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Certification Launches; First Core Group Starts Work
\\s a— . Fifteen participants recently completed the
A —— = =2 .
—— _ -~ course work for Core Course One:

= - - | Spirituality and Older Adult Ministries. This
¥ required course was "piloted" last fall,
|| revised, and offered to the membership for
i . the first time preceding the annual conference
IE\ this spring. It will be available again next
B spring connected to the 2007 POAMN con-
i ference at Zephyr Point. Anyone interested
, in taking the course at that time is urged to
' contact the Certification Coordinator at your
early convenience, as enrollment will be lim-
ited by housing availability over a weekend.

Certification Core Group #1

The fifteen participants were a mixture of pastors and lay persons, serving as volunteers, on
church staffs, and on staff at retirement communities. Some are relatively new to OAM, some
have been in the field for decades. They came from all parts of the country, with widely varied
educational backgrounds. The oldest turned 80 shortly after the course! They came together as
a group, formed deep and abiding friendships, and will be available to support one another in the
months and years ahead.

They worked with the Rev. Dr. Barbara Anne Keely to explore and experience spirituality. Their
work was explicitly based on Scripture and historic practices that have helped persons connect
with, rest in the presence of, and be challenged by God. One such practice available and used
was the outdoor labyrinth at Stony Point. This guided walking path encourages contemplation
and reflection, and "you can't do it wrong".

The group arrived at Stony Point two days before the conference. They quickly got to know and
trust one another under Dr. Keely's leadership, and through praying for one another. The fifteen
contact hours passed quickly. They will each complete a workshop for their home setting, which
is to be submitted to Dr. Keely as part of the Course. Eventually, the plan is for the accumulated
workshops to be made available to others by request, perhaps on-line.

Course Two of the process will be "piloted" this fall by the same group that tested Course One.
Course Two, Biblical Knowledge and Teaching in Older Adult Ministries, will be developed and
led by Joyce MacKichan Walker, Director of Christian Education at Nassau Presbyterian Church
in Princeton, NJ. Joyce has long been active in the Association of Presbyterian Church Educators
(APCE), and recently completed preparation for ordination as a Minister of the Word and
Sacrament in the PC(USA). The course will be offered at the 2007 POAMN Conference at
Zephyr Point on Lake Tahoe in California and again in 2008.

Course Three will cover Reformed Answers to the Theological and Biblical Questions of Older
Adults (working title). Leadership is being sought for this course, to be piloted in 2007 and first
offered to the membership in 2008. Course Four is on Practicalities of Older Adult Ministries and
will follow Course Three.

Continued on page 7
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CONTINUED: Certification Launches: First Core Group Starts Work

Each participant is responsible for completion of an elective course relating to their ministry and
setting, and for a concluding summary project to be developed with a peer group (probably class-
mates from one or more of the Core Courses).

Questions about certification may be addressed to the Certification Coordinator, Vickie Kintzel,
at pastorvickiek@yahoo.com.

Certification Council Established

A Certification Council was established by the POAMN Executive Committee (ExComm) at the
Stony Point conference. The Council will oversee the continuing development of the certifica-
tion process, and report to the Executive Committee.

Initially, the Council is made up Executive Committee members Pat Baker as Convener, Margaret
Suttle (ex officio as POAMN President); Linda Kelly, POAMN Treasurer; Ginny Nyhuis, and
Virginia Reichman. The Certification Coordinator will serve as staff to this council, ex officio.
The ExComm members will serve terms on the Council that end at the same time as their current
terms on the Executive Committee, which will ensure rotation of leadership. Pat Baker can be
reached at pcbaker22@comcast.net.

Conference 2006 Summary

[ T ";; Over 75 persons attended the conference held

ipants, and nine received scholarships.

" The Rev. Dr. Stephen Sapp delivered the
keynote addresses, which helped participants

1 ! available among older adults. (See detailed
| article in the next issue.) Workshops varied
! from the annual basic introduction course to
~ one on mission trips by seniors to a look at
- racial and ethnic ministries and beyond.

Stony Point Center Meditation Space

Other activities included the annual "SOS" -
sharing our stuff - where persons had the
opportunity to talk about what is going well in
their church or institution. Many program
ideas were presented in form that participants _
could easily use them in their own setting.
Scholarship recipients were: Mary Fran
Asmus, Elinor Bowles, William Cooley,
Donald Drew, Juanita Eldridge, Michael
Fonfara, Helen Hopkins, Mary R. Kay,
Helenmarie Therese Sunkenburg.
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The following was submitted by John Stuart, a Presbyterian pastor in Knoxville, TN, who writes
daily online devotionals for his congregation. He can be contacted at pastor(@erinpresbyter-
ian.org or John Stuart, Erin Presbyterian Church, 200 Lockett Rd., Knoxville, TN 37919. Edited
for length.

Psalm 71:18 Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your
power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come.

When I was in high school, I used to do a paper route, which included visiting a nursing home for
the elderly. I went around the wards selling the local evening newspaper, and even stood outside
the large cafeteria, waiting for the residents to finish their dinner. As they walked past, some of
them would buy a paper, whilst others would look at the headlines and talk about what was going
wrong with the country. It was one of those life-teaching moments for me, and as I watched some
of them struggle and stumble as they headed back to their rooms, I realized I was looking at my
own future.

We all age at the same rate every day and we never know what is just around the corner. The
writer of today's psalm understood this, but instead of wallowing in self-pity or sadness, the
psalmist wants to continue working for God and serving His people. He sees his old age as an
opportunity to pass on all that he has learned from God, not to his peers, but to the next genera-
tion. His ministry is not to keep himself alive, but to keep faith alive, by telling bible stories, hand-
ing down sacred traditions, and sharing his beliefs with the younger ones in his community.

Some people worry that our churches are getting old and full of gray haired people, but that's a
good thing. Why? Because it means that we have people in our midst who have stories of faith to
tell, experiences of God to share, and precious ministries to pass on. These people are priceless
and when they do their part well, when they grandmother and grandfather the children of our con-
gregations with words of encouragement, loving support, and blessings of faith, they are con-
tributing to the life of the church to the fourth and fifth generations yet to come, when our con-
gregation's own children become the grandparents of faith themselves. Being old and gray is a
sacred ministry that all our churches need.

Prayer: Loving God, You are the Ancient of Days and the Keeper of Time. For generations, our
people have upheld You, worshiped You, and sought You. In each generation, You give us the abil-
ity and opportunity to pass on our knowledge of Your mighty deeds, Your healing words, and Your
everlasting grace. Help us to share all that we know of You, so that we may inspire the youngest
among us to love, worship, and adore You for all of their lives. In the Name of Jesus, we pray.
Amen.

See AGEnda On-Line

www.pcusa.org/olderadults
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Note from Margaret

Margaret Suttle, President of Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network, had these comments
in e-mails following this year's conference at Stony Point, NY and the announcement of the clos-
ing of the OAM office.

"Thank you for all that each one of you did to make our conference at Stony Point a success. |
believe that people left with a great sense of enthusiasm about the network, how it functions and
how we can work together. I'd say that's timely! It was especially good to see the bonding of the
certification group and the variety of ministry perspectives represented in the new group. Surely
our base of support is growing.

In spite of the closing of the office in Louisville, older adult ministry will continue!! Just exact-
ly how the pieces all fit together and how things will work is a bit fuzzy, but it will work! God
has blessed and continues to bless this ministry--Stony Point is just one evidence of that.

Blessings,
Margaret

Editor's note: After attending the General Assembly later this month, Margaret will begin treat-
ment for a recurrence of cancer. Please hold her and her family in prayerin the weeks to come.

2006 Conference Photos
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Contact Information for Executive Committee Members and Associated Personnel

President
Rev. Margaret Suttle (08)
Fair Oaks Presby. Church
11427 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628-5197
Phone: 916-967-4784 X825 (Ch.)
E-mail: msuttle@fopc.org

Vice President
Pat Baker (07)
476 Bruce Way SW
Lilburn, GA 30047
Phone: 678-580-3527 (Home)
E-mail: pcbaker22@comcast.net

Secretary
Beth Ann Force (08)
Bryn Mawr Presbyterian
625 Montgomery Ave.
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010-3599
Phone: 610-525-2821, Ext. 839
E-mail: bethannforce@bmpc.org

Treasurer
Rev. Linda L. Kelly (09)
2212 Beacon Ridge Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89134
Phone: 702-341-7800
E-mail: lindalkelly@cox.net

At Large Members

CONFERENCE COORDINATOR
Cindy Wright (09)
Director, Mature Adult Min.
Solana Beach Presby. Church
120 Stevens Ave.
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Phone: 858-509-2580 ext. 1217
E-Mail: wright@solanapres.org

LONG-RANGE PLANNING &

INSTITUIONAL RELATIONS
Douglas Kurtz (07)
38-20 Bowne St.
Flushing, NY 11354

Phone: 347-532-3030

E-Mail: dkurtz@uam.org

PROAM SUPPORT
Susie Johnson (09)
Faith Hospice Church Liaison
6100 Colwell Blvd. Ste 225
rving, TX 75039
Phone: 970-401-9090 ext. 172
E-Mail: sjohnson@faithhospice.org

Nominating Committee

CHAIR
Ginger Broussard (07)
2341 Huey Drive
Orange, TX 77632-7563
Phone: 409-883-7563 (Home)
E-mail: ginlpaul@aol.com

Carmella A. Kane (08)
218 W. Albemarle Ave.
Lansdowne, PA 19050

Phone: 610-490-1984

Home: 610-626-0098

E-Mail: carmellakane@aol.com

Agenda Editor
And Certification Coordinator

Vickie Kintzel
1229 Snowbank Court
Longmont, CO 80501
Phone: 970-215-4256
E-Mail: pastorvickiek@yahoo.com
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POAMN MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE () FAX' ()

E-MAIL (Preferred)

Synod Presbytery
Church

Other (Organization)

Please Find U $30 Full Membership
d $20 Affiliate Member
O $100 Institutional Member (PAHSA, PCUSA colleges, etc.)

Governing Bodies:
$50 Small church (under 150)

$100 Medium Church (151-499)

$200 Large Church (500+)

$250 Small Presbytery (under 10,000)

$500 Medium Presbytery (10,001-19,999)
$1000 Large Presbytery (20,000+)
$1000 Synod

ooooooo

U New U Renewal

Make Checks Payable to:
POAMN
c/o Linda Kelly, Treasurer
2212 Beacon Ridge Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89134



Autumn Wisdom
Our crosses have been painted

Or polished to a shire;
We try to make it beautiful We dodge the gory image
By casting it in gold; And substitute divine.
The cross, an instrument of death
For one whose life was sold.

His Cross - Our Crosses

Eternal life is a gift of God
Intended for those who believe;
His cross was heavy timber His cross must be our cross, if we
Stained red with precious blood; Expect His gift to receive.

He hung upon it for our sin,

.. ; Elise Merriam
His life misunderstood.

Westminster Tower
Orlando, Florida

Autumn Wisdom is a place for sharing articles and poetry written and submitted by some of God's
"oldest friends". Submissions are welcome, and will be used as space and theme allow.
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