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Church World Service-Pakistan/Afghanistan

Water sustains life

Name : Haji Rehmat

Village: Pataka

Haji Rehmat, resident of Central Pataka, Garhi Habibullah is
thirty-two and married with no children. CWS-P/A was the first
rescue team to visit this village after the quake. The village of
Pataka lost fifteen people to the quake. Rehmat lost all he had
and is now living under a tarpaulin sheet. He said that above all
what he needed was water. ‘| can survive hunger,’ he says, ‘But |
cannot survive without water’. ‘The lack of water leads, among

other things, to diseases’, says another resident.

All the survivors the CWS-P/A team spoke to accepted the
tragedy as their fate. They are making plans to leave their homes
for the towns in order to earn a living. They said that ideally they
would have preferred to remain in their own localities where they

had means to earn a livelihood.

Rehmat suggested that it would serve the interest of both
survivors and NGOs if they were to be employed in relief and

rehabilitation work.



