
The First Sunday of Advent
the candle of hope

One: Come, let us worship together 
as we begin this season of hopeful waiting.

All: We come, waiting for the Lord.

One: Beware, keep alert.

All: We come in helplessness, 
aware of who we are and of the One who created us, 
as the Potter molds the clay.

One: Restore us, O God; 
Let your face shine, that we may be saved.

All: We wait in hope for the promised new beginning 
when the One born in a manger will come again.

One: Let us light the candle of hope.  Candle is lit.
Let us pray together.

Prayer: Help us, O God, to keep alert.
Open our eyes and ears so that we may see and hear you among us.
Prepare our hearts to be open and receptive to your ways.
Erase from us the thoughts that clutter our minds 

and poison our hearts.  

May we live as hope-filled people, 
molded and shaped by your loving hands,
to seek justice and peace on earth as it is in heaven.  
We pray in our Saviour's name. Amen.

In a country where more than 600,000 children have been
orphaned by HIV/AIDS, families headed by orphans are being
provided with emergency food rations, improved housing, skills
training and small loans to build a future with hope.
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The Second Sunday of Advent
the candle of peace

One: Come, "Prepare the way of the Lord."

All: Let us hear what God will speak.

One: Our Lord feeds us like a shepherd 
and gently leads us in the paths of
righteousness and peace.

All: We seek the peace of Christ
in a world full of violence, hatred and war.

One: Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd, the Prince of Peace, 
who awakens our hope for a new heaven and a new earth.

All: God will speak peace to the faithful,
to those who turn to God in their hearts.

One: Let us light the candle of peace.  Candle is lit.
Let us pray together.

Prayer:
Prepare us, O Lord, for your ways. 
With Expectant hearts, may we strive to do your will. 
With our Arms open wide, may we embrace those in
much need of Comfort and hope. May those 
who trust in you, Experience the peace of steadfast
love, faithfulness and righteousness. Amen.

After twenty-seven years, war in Angola has ended. Yet peace has
revealed an immense humanitarian crisis left in the wake of the armed
conflict. Churches around the world are working through Action  by
Churches  Together to help Angolans build a lasting peace.
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The Third Sunday of Advent
the candle of joy

One: Come, because the 
Spirit of the Lord is upon us.

All: We come, greatly rejoicing in the Lord.

One: Give thanks to the One who loves justice,
who clothes us with love and forgiveness.

All: "Our mouth is filled with laughter, 
our tongue with shouts of joy."

One: Let us light the candle of joy.   Candle is lit.
Let us pray together.

Prayer: O God, you are worthy to be praised. 

You promise justice and peace, 
comfort and hope for all humanity.

You open your arms and embrace us through your Son 

Jesus Christ, 
Incarnate Offspring,

Your gift to a fallen and broken world.

You have done great things for us and we rejoice.  Amen.

In terms of a restaurant, it isn't much; a small stove and a few
pots in the open air market. But with a loan and some
encouragement  Ms Chinnaponnu, a young widow, has used these
tools to start a small business selling rice cakes. With her
earnings she is paying back the loan and caring for her three

children.
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One: Come and magnify the Lord!

All: Our spirit rejoices in God our Saviour.

One: Come, knowing that nothing 
is impossible with God.

All: We rejoice in God who chose to become one of us.

One: Celebrate the love given freely to the world, 
a love that has filled the hungry with good things.

All: The Son of the Most High came and lived as one of us.
Jesus will come again because of God's great love for us. 
Of his reign there will be no end.

One: Let us light the candle of love.   Candle is lit.
Let us pray together.

Prayer: Loving God,
Our hearts are full because of the 
Very gracious gift given to us—
Eternal life and hope.

In the Child of Mary, we see your heart, O God. How can we not
offer ourselves to be the vessels of your love here on earth. 
"Here am I," Mary said.
"Here are we," is also our response. 
Help us to live according to your word and love.

In Jesus' Name. Amen.

A pig is an unlikely symbol of love. But the gift of a
piglet through a PWS&D project is seen as a gift of
love to a family in need. They in turn share the love
by passing a piglet to another family.
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One: Come, sing to the Lord a new song!

All: We worship the Lord in holy splendour.

One: For the people in darkness 
have seen a great light.

All: Those who hunger and thirst,
who have no home and no voice, on them light has shined.

One: A child has been born for us, a son given to us;

All: And we call him 
Wonderful Counselor,  Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

One: Let us light the Christ Candle. Candle is lit.
Let us pray together.

Prayer:       O God, in  Christ you came to be among your people.
Hear us now as we ponder this amazing truth. 
Restore in our hearts the joy of that first Christmas         

as the angels sang and the shepherds bowed in wonder.
Incarnate God, you brought us love and peace; 
Silence the anger and violence 

that continue to rock our world. 
Take hold of us; mold us into your servants. 

to do justice, to love kindness
and to walk humbly with you, our God.

May we glorify and praise you for all we have heard and seen;        
in the Name of the Christ Child, our Saviour. Amen.

Shining Christ’s light 

Christmas
the Christ candle

Until there are no more people who are  hungry,
who have no home or voice, Presbyerians
are working with partners around the world
shining as the light of Christ.
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Over two thousand years ago hope for the world was born in a tiny stable in the small town of Bethlehem.
Today we see that hope live on in the faces of the people that we work with and support:

the laughter on the face of an Afghan refugee
who has known too much pain and sadness;

the smile of the Dalit woman, who has been called “untouchable”,
but is working with members in her community to start small businesses;

the face of an elder in Ethiopia, who works for the day when people no longer know  famine;

the glow on the face of children as they discover the wonders of the world in a classroom in Nicaragua.

We help Christ live today as we reach out to our neighbours in love and compassion.
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