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or your peacemaking ministries  
following Jesus Christ

or your support of the Peacemaking Offering

New Year Brings 
New Structure, New 
Opportunities for Ministry

�e General Assembly 
Council programs will be 
organized in a new structure 
in 2007. �e Peacemaking 
Program will be part of the 
Peace and Justice Program 
which will include the 
Washington O�ce 
and the Children’s 
Advocacy, Mission 
Responsibility 
�rough 
Investment, 
and Presbyterian 
Health, Education and 
Welfare Association O�ces. 
Sara Lisherness has been 

named the director of the 
new area. Lisherness notes, 
“�e new Peace and Justice 

Program creates an exciting 
opportunity to enhance the 
PC(USA)’s ministries of 

compassion, justice, 
and peacemaking. �e 
new program opens 
new possibilities 
for sta� to work 
collaboratively to 
help Presbyterians 

engage in ministry. I 
believe this will strengthen our 
witness to the gospel of peace 
in the name of Jesus Christ.”   nChristian Witness for 

Peace in Iraq—March 16
Followers of Jesus Christ 

are invited to make a public 
statement for peace in 
Washington, DC on 
March 16. �ere 
will be an evening 
ecumenical 
worship service, 
a candlelight 
procession to the 
White House, and 
an all-night peace 
vigil during which some 
participants may take part in 

civil disobedience and risk 
arrest. All are encouraged to 
engage in acts of witness to 

peace prior to March 16 
and to participate 

in the events in 
Washington or in 
related events in 
communities across 
the country on that 

day. Information will 
be posted at pcusa.org/

peacemaking/#iraq as plans 
develop.   n

Of Hope and Prayer
0 By Peggy Thomas

For many 
of us, “hope” 
is a di�cult 
word. When 
we are hopeful, 
we work for 
peace. When we 
lose hope—in 
the face of the 
factual evidence 
before us—we 
may decide a 
situation is “hopeless” and not 
worth our further attention! 
But, in those moments, we 
have lost something very 
precious—a sense of God’s 
presence in the world around 
us. We have much to learn 
from Christians who live in 
situations they cannot expect 
to in�uence directly, o�en 
because their identity is tied 
to their religious status that 
marginalizes them because 
of its numerical weakness. 
Observation teaches us 
that such people o�en live 
hopefully. Human activism is 
not a reliable basis on which 
to rest their hope. �ey rest 
it directly upon God. �eir 
hope, founded on trust in 
God’s ultimate reign, does not 
necessarily express itself in 
resigned waiting for a life a�er 
death. Rather, they express 
their hope in prayer. �ey 
pray not just for themselves 

but also for others, including 
those in power. �ey may 
not know what to ask but in 
hope they turn to God. What 
does their example teach U.S. 
Presbyterians who live within 
an environment that makes us 
think we can a�ect the future 
and who sometimes fail to 
address the evil we see because 
we think we cannot a�ect it? It 
sends us to prayer. And it leads 
us to learn about the people 
and situations for which we 
pray. �is does not mean we 
tell God what God should 
do because we have analyzed 
events! But it does mean that, 
having placed our hope in 
God, we remain alert and 
attentive to what is happening 
in this world that God loves. 
What is the situation we think 
“hopeless?” �at’s a good place 
to pray a simple prayer that 
asks God to provide hope in 
whatever way God wills.   n

2006 International 
Peacemakers Visit

“�e visit 
was a positive 
experience…we are 
glad the Peacemaker 
was here.” “It 
was an enriching 
experience and 
everyone indicated 
this was the best 
year ever.”

�ese are two of the 
responses received by the 
Peacemaking Program 
evaluating the visits of the 2006 
International Peacemakers—a 
beloved ministry of the 
PC(USA). 

Each year, our partner 
churches and organizations in 
other countries identify leaders 
to participate in the program. 
�ese capable pastors, 

church o�cials, academics, 
and laypersons bring their 
insights, perspectives, and 
experiences to presbyteries, 
congregations, and educational 
institutions.  �ey tell stories 
of war and peace, famine and 
plenty, death and life, and 
struggles and successes. �ey 
share what life is like in places 
around the world and suggest 

They shall beat their swords  
into plowshares. 

Isaiah 2:4

n See “Peacemakers” on page 2

Christians in Sudan gather to worship and pray.
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2006 International Peacemakers.
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Peacemakers
how Americans can make 
a di�erence, strengthening 
existing mission e�orts and 
leading to new ones.

�irteen International 
Peacemakers from twelve 
countries made about 50 
unique visits this year. �ey 
reached new audiences as the 
visits included two ecumenical 

and interfaith organizations.
Next year’s visitors will be  

available from September 14  
through October 8. For more 
information, visit pcusa.
org/peacemaking/intl/
international.htm or email 
brei�@ctr.pcusa.org. Speci�c 
information for 2007 will be 
available around mid-April.   n

And how are the children?
Ecumenical Advocacy Days for 
Global Peace and Justice

0	March 9-12, 2007 
Washington, DC 
advocacydays.org

From Friday through Sunday the schedule includes issue 
brie�ngs and training workshops, ecumenical worship, 
denominational networking, and keynote addresses. 
Monday is Lobby Day as participants schedule visits with 
Representatives, Senators, or key policy sta� members.   n

Caring for Gods Creation: 
Stewardship of Land and Water
PRESBYTERIANS FOR RESTORING 
CREATION REGIONAL EVENT

The earth is God’s, and the fulness thereof—Psalm 24:1.
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0	February 15-17, 2007
	 Epworth by the Sea • St. Simon’s Island, GA
Join a journey of faith with renowned national speakers 
and musicians.  Come away with tools for inspiration and 
change. Find information and registration forms at prcweb.org.

A twenty-four minute 
self-running PowerPoint 
presentation, Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) Mission and 
Witness in the Middle East, 
is one element on a new CD 
resource that has been created 
by a team of General Assembly 
Council o�ces. �e resource 
focuses on the current and 
historic Presbyterian witness 
in Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel/
Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, and 
Syria. �e CD also contains 

a guide for a one-hour study 
session. Call 800-524-2612 or 
visit pcusa.org/marketplace  
to order; specify  
PDS #70-270-06-032; $5.00 
plus shipping and handling.   n

When God’s People Travel, Volume II: 
Re�ecting and Acting on Mission Trip Experiences

�is resource 
is designed to 
help participants 
on mission trips 
incorporate their 
experiences 
into their daily 
lives. It contains 
methods and tools 
for facilitating 
the group’s 
re�ection on trip 
experiences in light of the 
gospel, prompts for individuals 

to use as they write 
in journals, ideas 
for integrating 
their experiences 
into daily life, and 
follow-up activities 
for a�er the trip. 
Call 800-524-2612 
or visit pcusa.org/ 
marketplace to 
order; specify PDS  
#70-270-99-022;  

$9.95 plus shipping and 
handling.   n

Mission and Witness  
in the Middle East 

Living the Believers’ Calling
0	Twenty-three 

presbytery 
peacemaking leaders 
participated in a 
training event and 
retreat in Atlanta. 
Tim Simpson spoke 
on �e Understanding 
of Nonviolence in 
the Early Church; 
Dick and Charlene Watts 
talked about Staying Alive 
Spiritually for the Long Haul 
as Peacemakers. 

0	First Presbyterian Church 
of Holland Parent, NY has 
focused on reducing energy 
consumption at members’ 
homes and at the church. 
�ey hosted four house 
parties to show the video 
on global warming, An 
Inconvenient Truth. 

0	First Presbyterian Church of 
Normal, IL also viewed An 
Inconvenient Truth. �ey will 
create a task force to guide 
further ministries making 
peace with the earth.

0	Community Presbyterian 
Church of American 
Fork, UT held a family 

picnic, bene�t concert, 
and “edutainment” to raise 
money for hurricane relief 
and increase awareness 
of the needs of our sisters 
and brothers and of 
opportunities to respond. 

0	�irteen young people 
and �ve adults from Christ 
Presbyterian Church of 
Fairfax, VA participated in a 
program doing home repairs 
for elderly and low-income 
homeowners in Auburn, NY.

0	Christ Presbyterian Church 
of Cortland, NY has worked 
to stop torture. �eir e�orts 
led to a legislative resolution 
by the state of New York 
declaring June 26, 2006 as a 
Day Against Torture in the 
state.   n

Ph
ot

o 
by

 N
an

cy
 E

ng
 M

ac
N

ei
ll.

Martha Sexton, John Gramling, and Jean Malloy 
participate in the retreat for presbytery peacemaking 
leaders.

n Continued from page 1

Diamonds, Children, and War
The theatrical �lm, Blood Diamond, focuses attention on child soldiers and 
�con�ict diamonds.� According to Human Rights Watch, �some 300,000 child 
soldiers are serving as soldiers in current armed con�icts.� Con�ict (or blood) 
diamonds are those sold in order to fund armed con�ict and civil war. Pro�ts from 
the sale of diamonds helped buy arms during wars in Angola, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), and Sierra Leone that resulted in an estimated 3.7 
million deaths. The wars in Angola and Sierra Leone are over; �ghting in the 
DRC has decreased. However, the problem of con�ict diamonds remains. For 
exammple, Amnesty International notes that diamonds mined in rebel-held 
areas in Côte d�Ivoire are reaching the market. Learn about con�ict diamonds and 
what you can do at www.amnestyusa.org/diamonds/index.do. Learn about child 
soldiers and what you can do at hrw.org/campaigns/crp/index.htm.   n

http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/intl/international.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/intl/international.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/intl/international.htm
http://www.advocacydays.org
http://www.prcweb.org
http://www.pcusa.org/marketplace
http://www.pcusa.org/marketplace
http://www.pcusa.org/marketplace
http://www.amnestyusa.org/diamonds/index.do
http://www.hrw.org/campaigns/crp/index.htm


33

NEWS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN UNITED NATIONS OFFICE

The Presbyterian UN Office represents the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at the United Nations.  Staff members help to equip Presbyterians for discipleship by 
training them to put their faith into action in the global arena.  The Presbyterian UN Office bears witness to Jesus Christ by advocating the concerns of Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) General Assemblies to the United Nations.  The Presbyterian UN Office is one way in which the church responds to Christ’s call to bring good news to the poor, 
proclaim release to the captives and let the oppressed go free.
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Love, Justice, and Hope Grow in Colombia
International Peacemaker, 

the Rev. Vilma Isabel Yanez 
Ogaza of Colombia, visited 
the Presbyterian UN O�ce on 
October 2-4. She shared the 
realities of life as experienced 
by the more than three million 
internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) in her country.

During her visit to 
New York, Ogaza made a 
presentation on IDPs and 
the Role of the Church in 
Colombia to representatives 
from ten nongovernmental 
organizations. She gave a 
similar talk and answered 
questions from a group of 
parishioners, clergy, and New 

York City 
Presbytery 
sta� at Rutgers 
Presbyterian 
Church on the 
Upper West 
Side.

An 
ordained 
minister, Ogaza 
is Moderator 
of the Synod of 
the Presbyterian 
Church of 
Colombia and Preschool 
Director of the American 
College in Barranquilla.

Colombia has endured a 
civil war between guerillas, the 

military, and 
paramilitary 
forces since 
the 1960s. In 
addition, large 
landholders 
and 
corporations 
seeking access 
to minerals, 
rich soil, and 
the Amazon 
rainforest have 
contributed to 

the displacement of many rural 
people and people of African 
descent.

Ogaza noted that the 
PC(USA) accompaniment 

program, which allows U.S. 
Presbyterians to witness the 
realities faced by IDPs while 
accompanying human rights 
workers, labor leaders, and 
people of faith in Colombia, 
plays a key role in addressing 
the crisis. Ogaza said, “�eir 
presence has been a message to 
the Colombian state that we are 
not a small church, that we are 
not alone and that the church 
together will do everything it 
can in order to assure that love, 
justice, and hope will grow 
in the midst of much death.” 
Learn more at pcusa.org/
peacemaking/actnow/actnow.
htm#colombia.   n

The Rev. Ogaza, International Peacemaker 
from Colombia

New UN Secretary-General
In October, 

the General 
Assembly 
con�rmed Ban 
Ki-Moon of 
the Republic 
of Korea as 
Secretary-
General by 
acclamation. 
He assumed 
the post when 
Secretary-
General Ko� 
Annan stepped 
down on 
December 31 
a�er serving two 
terms. Ban is the 
eighth Secretary-General and 
the second person from Asia to 
�ll the position.

Although Ban did not 
outline speci�c policy 
priorities during the candidate 
selection process, he spoke of 
UN reform, asserting that the 
institution needs to promise 
less and deliver more. Annan 
described Ban as “exceptionally 
attuned to the sensitivities of 
countries and constituents in 
every continent—a man with a 
truly global mind at the helm 
of the world’s only universal 
organization.”

Ban was born in Chungju 
in the Chungcheong province 
on June 13, 1944. He earned an 
undergraduate degree from the 
Department of International 
Relations at Seoul University 
in 1970 and a master’s degree 

in public administration from 
Harvard University in 1985.

Ban is no stranger to the 
UN system and international 
community. He served as 
a sta� member of the UN 
division of the Republic 
of Korea’s Home O�ce 
in 1975. Ban chaired the 
preparatory commission for 
the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty Organization 
in 1999, while acting as 
the Republic of Korea’s 
ambassador to Austria. 
He also served as Chef de 
Cabinet to then UN General 
Assembly President Han 
Seung-soo of the Republic 
of Korea. Ban became 
national security advisor to 
the president of the Republic 
of Korea in 1996 and vice 
minister in 2000.   n

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (left) meets with Muhammed Yunus 
(right), 2006 Nobel Peace Prize laureate and founder of Grameen 
Bank of Bangladesh.

THREE THINGS  
TO PRAY FOR…

THREE THINGS  
TO PRAY FOR…
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Côte d’Ivoire
Pray for this francophone country as it struggles to 
negotiate peace. Côte d�Ivoire split in two after a 

failed coup in 2002, with rebel forces controlling 
the north and the government the south.  The 

country held elections in October, but has yet 
to establish a �rm peace settlement.    n

Sri Lanka
Pray for a cessation of the armed con�ict in  
Sri Lanka. Twenty years of �ghting between 
the Sri Lankan government armed forces  
and the Tamil Tiger rebel forces have 
resulted in the deaths of over 64,000 
people and the displacement of one 
million people.    n

Declaration of 
Human Rights for 
Indigenous 
Peoples
In November, the UN General Assembly�s  
3rd Committee voted �non-action� on a  
proposed Declaration on the Rights of  
Indigenous Peoples. Pray for inspiration, insight, 
and clarity of thought for General Assembly members  
from around the globe as they struggle to uphold the 
highest standards of human rights for all Indigenous 
Peoples.    n

http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/actnow/actnow.htm#colombia
http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/actnow/actnow.htm#colombia
http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/actnow/actnow.htm#colombia


Editor 
Mark Koenig

Address Changes: 
ahollis@ctr.pcusa.org

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program  
100 Witherspoon Street 
Louisville, KY  40202-1396

Return Service Requested

Non-Pro�t Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 1215 
Louisville, KY

Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 
100 Witherspoon Street 
Louisville, KY 40202-1396 
Tel 888-PCUSA-2-U  
or 888-728-7228 
Fax 800-392-5788

Presbyterian UN O�ce 
777 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
212-697-4568 
email: uno�ce@presbyun.org

Supported by your generous gi�s to the Peacemaking O�ering  •  A Ministry of the General Assembly Council

Read Peace Notes and Paths of Peace online  
pcusa.org/peacemaking/pubs/pubs.htm#1

Registration Information
Registration is scheduled to be available on-line and in print beginning January 15, 2007.  

Early Registration Deadline: May 14, 2007 Registration CLOSED: June 8, 2007 Cancellations by June 15, 2007

All conference registration information, including application and scholarship forms, will be available at pcusa.org/peacemaking/
conferences/2007.htm or by contacting Dayna Oliver (Conference Registrar) at 888-728-7228, ext. 8700.  For housing and meals 
information contact Montreat Center at 800-572-2257.
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You are invited to attend the 2007 Intergenerational Peacemaking 
Conference, Jesus: Proclaiming Peace, in the beautiful mountains of North 
Carolina where you will experience the warm hospitality of Montreat 
Conference Center. The conference theme centers on Luke 4:18-19 where 
Jesus proclaims �The Year of the Lord�s Favor.� 

Daily opportunities for individual and small group re�ection will 
allow you to:
0	uncover a deeper understanding of Jesus� teachings;
0	create time for Sabbath rest and enjoyment of the sacred space of 

Montreat; and
0	explore Spirituality Centers and engage in spiritual discipline for 

contemplation and discernment.

To create an intergenerational community of faith, time has been 
set aside to:  
0	study and re�ect;
0	wade in the creeks and wander the trails of Montreat;
0	engage in advocacy on issues of public policy; and
0	close each day with community worship and festivals for fun and play.

Programs for children and youth are designed for interaction with the 
conference theme through Bible study, small group conversations, hiking the 
paths of Montreat, dance, drama, and crafts.

Conference Leadership

Plenary Bible Study

0	Mark Lomax, Pastor, First Afrikan Presbyterian Church, Lithonia, GA and 
Assistant Professor of Homiletics at the Interdenominational Theological 
Center, Atlanta, GA

0	Elizabeth Nordquist, Associate Professor of Spirituality at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, San Francisco, CA

0	Florence Deenadayalan, Pastor, Holy Cross Church and Christ the Savior 
Church (Church of South India), Bangalore, India

0	M. Shiamala Baby, Director, Forum for Women�s Rights and 
Development, Tamil Nadu, India

Music and Worship

0	Juan Treviño, Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Brownsville, TX
0	Kathy Treviño, Parish Associate, First Presbyterian Church, Brownsville, TX

Evening Festival

0	Cindy Edwards, Bike and hike guide, Sitka, AK
0	David LaMotte, Songwriter and concert artist, Black Mountain, NC
0	Ed McNulty, Editor and publisher for Visual Parables, Walton, KY

http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/pubs/pubs.htm#1
http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/conferences/2007.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/conferences/2007.htm

