World Communion Sunday Worship Resources
October 6, 2002

Prepared for the Peacemaking Program of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
"And the God of Peace Will Be with You." Philippians 4:9

Lectionary Texts for October 6, 2002
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Psalm 19

Philippians 3:4b-14

Matthew 21:33-46

Call to Worship (Philippians 3:12b)

Leader: Christ Jesus has made us his own!

People: The news is good! We join in grateful worship.
Leader: Christ Jesus has made us his own!

People: The meal is ready! He invites us to come and share.
Leader: Christ Jesus has made us his own!

People: His gift is peace-- with God and with each other.
All: Together, let us worship God with joy!

Litany of Confession (Psalm 19:1, 2, 7, 14)

Leader: "The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows forth
the work of God's hands."

People: Merciful God, we confess that we live distracted lives and fail to see
your hand at work in your creation. Our ignorance and arrogance cause us
to misuse what you have entrusted to our care.

Leader: 'One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to
another... their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the
ends of the world."

People: We confess that we have failed to listen to the good news of your
love. Too often we care only for ourselves and those close to us, while
forgetting to share your peace to the ends of the world.

Leader: "The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of
the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent."

People: We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors, and
your law clearly shows us our sinfulness. Revive our souls once again; show
us anew your paths of love, peace and justice.

Leader: "Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer."

People: We confess that too often our words, our thoughts and our deeds
turn us away from you and from each other. Peace is lacking in our hearts
and throughout our world. Loving God, we pray for your forgiving grace and



peace in Jesus Christ. Guided by your Holy Spirit, may we be peacemakers
in our daily living. (Silent Prayer for Personal Confession)

Declaration of Forgiveness (2 Corinthians 5:17-18)

Leader: Hear the good news: "If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!"

People: "All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and has given us a ministry of reconciliation."

Leader: | declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, that our sins are forgiven.
People: Let us live new lives of faith, obedience, joy, and peace!

Sharing of the Peace

Leader: Because we know God=s grace through Jesus Christ, we know God's
peace. As a sign of that peace, let us share it with one another. The peace of
Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

Prayer of Dedication after the Offering

Gracious and loving God, you have given us so much, especially the gift of
reconciliation through your Son Jesus Christ. You, the God of peace, have
promised that you will always be with us. Now in gratitude, we bring our
tithes and offerings to you. We ask your blessing on these gifts and on our
lives so that your peace and justice may be furthered in your world. Amen.

Invitation to the Lord's Table (Book of Common Worship, page 68, Luke
13:29; 24:30, 31)

Leader: Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!

People: They will come from east and west, and from north and south, and
sit at table in the kingdom of God.

Leader: According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples,
he took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.

People: Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him.

Leader This is the Lord's table.

People: Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast which he
has prepared.

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Gracious and loving God, we thank you that in your love, you created for us a
wonderful world. You made it a place of peace for the whole of your creation;



you filled it with everything your people need. You made us in your image, to
follow your way, and to live in right relationship with you and with each other.
And from the beginning, you saved us! When your people were in slavery in
Egypt, you led them to freedom and gave them a land of promise. In your love,
you gave your law, your commandments, so that we might live in peace with
you and with one another. O God, we thank you that in the times we turned
away, you called us back to you. Your prophets proclaimed that justice should
roll down like waters and righteousness like an everflowing stream. They lifted
up a vision in which swords would be beaten into plowshares and the nations
would learn war no more. Even when we gave up on your way of peace and
justice, yours is a love that never gave up on us. And so you sent your greatest
gift, the gift of your only Son Jesus Christ. On this World Communion Sunday,
we gather to give thanks for the Prince of Peace and to share in his meal of
reconciliation. We praise you, joining our voices with the faithful of every time
and place, saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

O God, we thank you for the gift of Jesus Christ. At our Savior's birth, the
angels sang a message of peace on earth. At the beginning of his ministry,
Jesus proclaimed that he had come to bring good news to the poor, release to
the outcast, and recovery of sight to the blind, and to let the oppressed go
free. He taught that those who worked for your peace would be called your
children. He prayed for unity among all who would follow him. He wept over
people's failure to know the things that make for peace. He suffered and died
for the sins of the world. Through the blood of Jesus' cross, you made peace
with your whole creation. By our Lord's resurrection, you broke the powers of
oppression, sin and death. Our risen Savior greeted his followers with the word
of peace. We thank you that Christ reigns with you in glory and continues to
bring your peace to our world and to our lives, and that one day he will come
again and reconcile all things to himself. Remembering your wondrous acts in
Jesus Christ, we take this bread and this cup from the gifts of your creation,
and with sisters and brothers around your world, we joyfully celebrate Christ's
presence and reconciling love.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, and upon these your gifts of
bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the



communion of the body and blood of Christ. Give us your Spirit, that this meal
may unite us with you, and with brothers and sisters in Christ around your
world. Give us your Spirit, that we may experience anew your peace and go
forth to share it.

Prayers of the People, and then:

O God, keep us faithful to you, even when the way is difficult. Help us to work
for your peace, even as we await the day when your peace will come in all its
fullness. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor are yours, O God of peace, now and forever.

The Lord's Prayer [For this World Communion Sunday use the ecumenical
version found on page 16 of The Presbyterian Hymnal]

The Words of Institution

Prayer after Communion

O God, through this bread and this cup, you have made us one with you and
with each other. May the unity we find at this table be a gift that we carry
out into your suffering, divided world. Help us to find strength in knowing
that you, the God of peace, will always be with us. Amen.

Charge and Blessing

Leader: Go out from this table, from this place of peace, to serve a hurting
world.

People: We go, knowing that the God of peace will be with us.

Leader: Go where there is disunity among Christians, and bring God's
reconciliation.

People: We go, knowing that the God of peace will be with us.

Leader: Go where there is injustice and brokenness, to bring God's way of
peace.

People: We go, knowing that the God of peace will be with us. Amen!

A New Hymn for World Communion Sunday

We Come to This Table
KREMSER 12.11.12.12 ("We Gather Together" The Presbyterian Hymnal No. 559)

We come to this table, O God, with thanksgiving.
We lift up our hearts, we remember, we pray.

We hear Jesus' welcome-- inviting, forgiving;

We know your Spirit's peace as we feast here today.



We dine at your table as sisters and brothers,

Diverse in our cultures, yet nourished as one.

The bread and the cup that we share here with others
Are gifts uniting all who are claimed by your Son.

We grieve for your world here; we cry, "How much longer?"
We pray for the cycles of violence to cease.

Yet here, in Christ broken, we're fed and made stronger
To labor in his name for a world filled with peace.

We rise from this table with new dedication

To feed the world's children, to free the oppressed,
To clear out the minefields, to care for creation;

We pray, O God of peace, that our work will be blest.

Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626, Harm. Eduard Kremser, 1877. The hymn tune is in
the public domain.

Text: Copyright (c) 2002 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

Limestone Presbyterian Church, 3201 Limestone Road, Wilmington, DE 19808-2198

Email: bcgillette@comcast.net

Please include the above copyright and contact information when sharing and copying this
hymn. Permission for the hymn's free use is granted to churches that support the Peacemaking
Program of the Presbyterian Church (USA) or the ecumenical work of Church World Service.

The following resource on the Ten Commandments may be printed as a
handout to be given to children and adults.

Ten Commandments and Ten Fingers:

Notes for a Sermon for Children of All Ages

While many people agree that the Ten Commandments are important, few
people can remember all ten of them. Here is a way that children as well as
adults can learn the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17), using their ten
fingers. The points made can be adapted to the age of the listeners-- from
children to adults.

Start with your hands together in prayer. This reminds us that God heard the
prayers of the Hebrew people when they were in slavery in Egypt and freed
them (Exodus 3:7, 20:2). The commandments are a way for us to show our
gratitude for God’s love in our lives and to further just and peaceful
relationships in God's world.

1. "l am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods before me." Hold up
one index finger for the number one. We worship one God.



2. "You shall not worship idols." Idols, false gods, are not only things like
statues, but anything in which we place our ultimate trust and allegiance-- for
example, money, possessions or weapons. Hold up two fingers. Should we
worship more than one God? No, two is too many! One of them must be an idol,
and we should not worship it!

3. "You shall not take the Lord's name in vain." Use three fingers to form the
letter "W' which stands for "words." Watch your words! God wants us to use his
name in loving, caring ways, as we pray and as we talk about him, not in
swearing or in anger.

4. "Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy." Hold up four fingers, and
fold your thumb under to let it rest. The thumb has the right idea. It's the
Sabbath, and the thumb is following the commandment to take a day of rest.
God does not want anyone to overwork or be stressed, so we need a day to
rest, to be at peace, and to worship with others. God also gave us the Sabbath
so that working people would not be taken advantage of by their employers
(Deut. 5:14)

5. "Honor your father and your mother." Hold up all five fingers on one hand as
if you are taking a pledge, to honor your parents. God wants there to be peace
and love in all our family relationships.

6. "You shall not kill." Pretend the index finger on your second hand is a gun,
shooting at the first five fingers. God's sixth commandment teaches us not to
do anything that would hurt another person unfairly.

7. "You shall not commit adultery." Hold one hand out flat. The five fingers
and hand become the floor of the church. Two fingers on the other hand are
the man and woman to be married, standing in the church, making promises to
each other. This seventh commandment calls for couples to keep the marriage
promises they make.

8. "You shall not steal." Hold up four fingers on each hand, for the eighth
commandment. If you stretch out your fingers slightly, these become the prison
bars, which hold someone who was been arrested for stealing. Our Presbyterian
Church (USA)'s Study Catechism says "God forbids all theft and robbery,
including schemes, tricks or systems that unjustly take what belongs to
someone else." (Question # 112)

9. "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor." Hold up all five
fingers on one hand and four on the other. Fold your second thumb under and
turn your hand around, so the thumb is hiding. It is secretly going around
telling the other four fingers on that hand lies and rumors about the five
fingers on the other hand. It is "bearing false witness," as it talks behind
people=s backs, spreading gossip, criticizing others without talking directly to



the people involved. Again, our Study Catechism teaches us "Negative
stereotyping is a form of falsehood that invites actions of humiliation, abuse,
and violence as forbidden by the commandment against murder." (Question #
115)

10. "Do not covet what belongs to your neighbor." Hold out your hands, palms
up, and wiggle all ten fingers to show that they've got the "gimmies." Your
fingers are saying, "Gimmie what belongs to my neighbor. | want all those
things my neighbor has." This is not the way God wants us to live.

Together may we remember the Ten Commandments' teachings in the light of
Jesus' teaching-- that the love of God and neighbor are the two greatest
commandments (Mark 12:28-34). John Calvin encouraged Christians in his day
to sing the Ten Commandments followed by "Lord, have mercy" after each
commandment. End with your hands together in prayer, asking that, by God's
grace, we may live out these teachings in our everyday lives and expressing
thanks that the God of peace is with us all (Philippians 4:9).

This educational resource for remembering the Ten Commandments was
adapted by Bruce & Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (co-pastors of Limestone
Presbyterian Church, in Wilmington, DE) A Christian Primer: The Prayer, the
Creed, the Commandments by Albert Curry Winn (Westminster/John Knox
Press, 1990) is an excellent resource for personal and small group study.

Writers of this World Communion Sunday Resource

These resources for World Communion Sunday 2002 resource were prepared by
Bruce and Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, Co-Pastors of the First Presbyterian Church
in Pitman, NJ at the time, for the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program. They are
now Co-Pastors of Limestone Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, DE. Bruce has
been a PCUSA representative on the Consultation on Church Union's Executive
Committee. Carolyn is a hymn writer and author of Gifts of Love: New Hymns
for Today's Worship (Geneva Press, 2000). A complete list of her hymns can is
available. Bruce and Carolyn are also the authors of the 2005 worship
resources for Christian Family Week. The Gillettes' email is
bcgillette@comcast.net.




