
 

THE 2009 PEACEMAKING OFFERING  
 

It has been projected that Presbyterians will contribute over $2,000,000 to the Peacemaking Offering in 2009. 
These funds will support ministries that seek peace and work for justice across the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). Each congregation that receives the Peacemaking Offering is encouraged to retain 25 percent for 
ministries of peacemaking within the congregation and its community. Presbyteries and synods divide 25 
percent to support their ministries. The General Assembly Mission Council receives 50 percent of the 
offering. In 2009, the budget for General Assembly Council ministries is $1,013,181. This includes the 
$1,000,000 expected to be contributed to this year’s offering and $13,181 that is a net asset carryover from 
prior offerings. The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program receives most of this portion of the offering. The 
Presbyterian United Nations Office receives a small amount. Guided by Peacemaking: The Believers’ Calling, 
General Assembly mandates, and the 2009–2012 General Assembly Mission Council Work Plan, the 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program will assist the church as it responds to the gospel call to “seek peace and 
pursue it.”  
 

How the General Assembly Mission Council Plans to Spend Its 50 % Share of the Offering 
 

PRESBYTERIAN PEACEMAKING PROGRAM $693,019 
 

EVANGELISM 
Á Facilitate the International Peacemakers Program, which brings church leaders from other countries to the United 

States to share the peacemaking concerns of their churches. Peacemakers from 11 countries will each make 
between four and six visits in late September and early October. Five peacemakers will pair with Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) mission co-workers in partnership with World 
Mission Challenge. 

Á Provide antiracism training at the 2009 Big Tent event. 
Á Send a staff person on the moderator’s trip to the Philippines, 

Taiwan, and Hong Kong.  
Á Help create an ECO to support our church partners in the 

Philippines who are victims of human rights abuses. 
Á Partner with the Office on Interfaith Relations to facilitate the 

Interfaith Listening Program that brings a Christian and a 
Muslim from other countries to share about their work. A team 
from Pakistan was to visit in spring, but only the Christian could 
participate. A team from Lebanon will visit in October. 
 

JUSTICE 
Á Promote the Red Hands campaign to end the use of child 

soldiers in partnership with the Presbyterian United Nations 
Office and the Office on Child Advocacy. 

Á Provide and identify resources that help Presbyterians support 
efforts for peace and justice in Sudan, Israel and Palestine, the Philippines, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Colombia, Iraq, Iran, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and other places around the world. 

Á Provide and identify resources that help Presbyterians address issues related to nuclear weapons, cluster munitions, 
land mines, gun violence, armed conflict’s impact on the environment, conflict and extractable resources, and more.  

Á Identify resources for Torture Awareness Month and support No2Torture, a grass-roots advocacy program working 
to end the practice of torture by government agencies.  

Á Promote crosses made in Liberia from spent shell casings. This project proclaims the resurrection and God’s call to 
beat swords into plowshares. It also supports some 50 people in Liberia. 

Á Help lead the Week for Peace and Justice at Ghost Ranch.  
Á Create a study resource for children on Sudan in partnership with the Office on Child Advocacy. 
Á Create a Web page of resources related to nonviolence. 



 

DISCIPLESHIP 
Á Consult with Presbyterians using communal discernment processes as a complement to parliamentary procedure. 
Á Provide worship resources for days that address peace and justice concerns. 
Á Create Justice and Peace Shall Kiss, a resource of prayers for days that address peace and justice concerns. 
Á Create the resource Biblical Basis for Peacemaking.  
Á Create Spiritual Nurture for Peacemakers, a weekly Web-based resource with prayers on peace and justice concerns.  
Á Create the 2009 Advent Devotions, Proclaiming the Good News of Peace.  
Á Create the Biblical Witness to Peacemaking: 2009–2010, an online daily lectionary. 
Á Identify resources on caring for those serving in the military and their families and those returning from military 

service. 
 
VOCATION 
Á Hold the 2009 Peacemaking Conference at the Big Tent.  
Á Offer a training event for presbytery peacemaking 

leaders at the 2009 Peacemaking Conference.  
Á Plan the 2010 Peacemaking Seminar. 
Á Support peacemaking leaders in congregations and 

middle governing bodies through visits, telephone 
conversations, and e-mail. 

Á Provide scholarships for Ecumenical Advocacy Days. 
Á Provide leadership for the Presbyterian Gathering at 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days. 
Á Produce Peace Notes, a print newsletter that is created 

three times a year. 
Á Produce two electronic newsletters and a blog. 
Á Maintain a Web page. 
Á Preach and teach in presbyteries and congregations. 
Á Lead workshops at the Presbyterian Women’s Gathering, 

Association of Presbyterian Church Educators, Mission 
Advocates training, and Presbyterians for Restoring 
Creation events. 

 

PRESBYTERIAN UNITED NATIONS OFFICE $15,000 
Á Provide seminars and other educational events for Presbyterians and participate in the United Nations community 

of non-governmental organizations. 
 

PEACEMAKING OFFERING PROMOTION $255,162 
Á Create resources for congregations, middle governing bodies, and the General Assembly Mission Council to promote 

and interpret the Peacemaking Offering throughout the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE FEE $50,000 

 
 

 

 
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program 
General Assembly Mission Council 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

 

Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, 100 Witherspoon Street, Louisville, KY 40202 
888-728-7228, ext. 8700 Á www.pcusa.org/peacemaking.org  

 
The theme for the 2009 Peacemaking Offering is Psalm 85:10, “Justice and peace shall kiss each other.” 

The art is a serigraph by John August Swanson titled PSALM 85.  
Learn more about Mr. Swanson at www.johnaugustswanson.com. 

http://www.pcusa.org/peacemaking.org

