Comparing deacons and elders in the PCUSA
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More deacons are women

Because deacons are called to “minister to those who are in need, to the
sick, to the friendless, and to any who may be in distress both within
and beyond the community of faith,” and elders to “exercise leadership,
government and discipline,” we might expect that individuals serving in
those offices would differ from each other in important ways.

Let’s see whether that’s the case, using survey data from the
Presbyterian Panel.

More deacons than elders are:

B Women (deacons, 75 percent; elders, 50 percent)

H Not currently married (28 percent; 16 percent)

H Living alone (20 percent; 12 percent)

M Living on less than $40,000 annual income (30 percent; 13 percent)

Fewer deacons than elders are:

B College graduates (51 percent; 73 percent)

At the same time, deacons and elders are very similar (differences of

5 percent or less) when it comes to the percentages who:

B Grew up Presbyterian (39 percent; 44 percent)

B Are 55 years of age or older (52 percent; 52 percent)

B Attend worship weekly (38 percent; 38 percent)

B Have had a conversion experience (55 percent; 52 percent)

H Read the Bible (40 percent; 40 percent) or pray (92 percent;

89 percent) more than once a week

H Believe that only followers of Jesus Christ can be saved

(50 percent; 55 percent)
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What the research shows

Congregations choose deacons and
elders similarly when it comes to
faith characteristics, but very
differently when it comes to some
demographic ones. The gender
differential is especially significant,
since many of the other differences
(e.g., more deacons living alone)
largely derive from it (more women
live alone).

Historically, choosing women to
take responsibility for the
nurturing, caring tasks of a
congregation would have seemed
natural. But as society has
increasingly questioned traditional
gender roles, why are so many
women still being tapped for such
responsibilities?

It’s possible that the church is
clinging to the past. Yet most
congregations have embraced the
inclusion of women in the
traditionally male role of elder.

My hunch is that congregations
simply have a harder time finding
men than women—after all, 6 in 10
members are women—especially
men with the experience,
temperament and willingness to
take on the responsibilities of the
diaconate.

If you've served on a
nominating committee recently, I'd
be interested in knowing how
gender factored into your
deliberations. QO

Jack Marcum is associate for survey
research, Research Services,
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),
Louisville, Ky.
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12" Cretan
Maple - $110 tshown)

A ﬁnger Iabyrinth is a labyrinth design, inlaid in wood, that you trace with your fin-
Plain Wood - $55

ger. It functions in much the same way as a full-size walking
labyrinth, (to further relaxation, meditation and prayer) except
that the user traces the path to the center using their finger
rather than their feet. For many, this combination of move-
ment (tracing the path) with introspection (eyes closed), is a
more relaxing way to meditate or pray. For those whose med-
itation or devotional practice seems demanding or sporadic,
finger labyrinths provide a unique way to bring renewed vital-
ity and meaning to these activities. Relax4Life’'s finger
labyrinths are inlaid designs that are created in a sealed and
clear-finished maple or plain compressed wood that are light in color and weight. On the
back is a notch for hanging, as well as engraved suggestions for use.

18" Chartres
Maple - $170 (shown)
Plain Wood - $85

12" Ely
Maple - $105
Plain Wood - $52 (shoun)

-~~~  Relax4Life has been creating walking labyrinths for
uw_w_:.,r. churches, schools, hospitals and individuals for over 12
Ar years. We have developed step by step man-
uals in 3 labyrinth designs for those who
.E ﬁ would like to create their own walking
labyrinth. With the purchase
of any of these affordable
manuals, we offer 1 year of
complimentary phone or
e-mail consultation.

Roman Labyrinth Creator's Manual

11 page, step by step instruction manual with color
diagrams, for building various sizes of outdoor, B
8-walled Roman labyrinths. $14 - -

Cretan Labyrinth Creator's Manual

14 page, step by step instruction manual with color diagrams, |
for building various sizes of outdoor, 7-Circuit, Classical,
stone and mulch Cretan labyrinths. Especially designed for
groups to quickly construct. $16

Simple Chartres Creator’'s Manual

19 page, step by step instruction manual with color diagrams, for build-
ing various sizes of outdoor, Simple Chartres labyrinth designs (also
known as the Dromenon pattern). $20

miniPaths® are small, hand-held labyrinths, inlaid in wood that are traced with a stylus. These are minia-
ture replicas of our larger wood finger labyrinths. A miniPath® functions in much the same =
way as a full size walking labyrinth, (to further relaxation, medi-

tation & prayer.) They are designed to

fit in a pocket, purse, briefcase or sit )
on a desktop. Whether at home or e
work, miniPaths® are ready to use "3
anytime for greater relaxation, per- q WU
sonal focus and guidance. Included
with your miniPath® are a stylus,

carrying pouch and directions. . ’{ ok

6" Chartres  $25

R I L' f This unique and beautiful, all cotton, 2-sided
e ax4 I e tapestry blanket has a Chartres labyrinth
design in dark purple against a creme-col-

ph:847-842-1752 ored background on one side and the
! : reverse side has just , .
web: www.relax4life.com the. opposite color '
configuration.
Measures 46" x 67".|54

Wholesale prices available for church $49 L _HOS S
bookstores and fundraising events reversible



