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Our Mission

Presbyterians in Covenant with Children unites Presbyterian Church (USA)

congregations and groups in intentional ministries of justice and compassion

with and for children in our congregations, communities, nation and world

through worship, education, service and advocacy.
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Dear Friend of Children,

This is an invitation for your group or congregation to become a part of a

network of Presbyterians who care about children and who want to make a

difference with and for them.

What is Presbyterians in Covenant with Children?

Our mission statement says it all:

Presbyterians in Covenant with Children unites Presbyterian Church (USA)

congregations and groups in intentional ministries of justice and compassion

with and for children in our congregations, communities, nation and world

through worship, education, service and advocacy.

Through Presbyterians in Covenant with Children, we hope to provide a dialog among

churches and groups of all sizes already doing great things and those who want to do

more.

How do you become a part of this network?

1. Engage in a Discernment Study. Use the three-session study in this booklet

to reflect on what you are already doing with and for children and what steps 

God is calling you to take.

2. Create your own covenant listing ways you already minister with and for 

children as well as new ideas you intend to implement.

3. Send the completed covenant to:

Presbyterians in Covenant with Children

c/o Office of Child Advocacy

100 Witherspoon Street

Louisville, KY 40202-1396

In response to your covenant, you will receive further resources and information,

including a certificate and a covenant ceremony to be used in worship. Plans are in

the works for a webpage where congregations and groups that are a part of the network

can share what's working, celebrate successes, and advocate together. Please give

prayerful consideration to becoming a part of this network. Together, with God's help,

we can make a difference!

"We covenant to act s
o that this vision m

ay be made real

for all children, now and in times to come."

— A Vision for Children and the Church



by

Peggy Owens, Associate Presbyter

Mid-Kentucky Presbytery

The purpose of this three-session study
is to help congregations and individuals

discern whether they are called to participate
in Presbyterians in Covenant with Children.
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Read Scripture
Read Matthew 18.1-5, 10-14:

18At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2He called a child, whom he put
among them, 3and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.10“Take
care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in
heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven.
12What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of
them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains
and go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly
I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never
went astray. 14So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of
these little ones should be lost.

Materials needed:
Bibles, newsprint, markers,
copies of A Vision for Children
and the Church, and copies of
“Components of Ministry”

Tell participants that God’s concern for the welfare of children is explicit throughout
Holy Scripture, but our mandate as Christians is no clearer than in this passage
from Matthew’s Gospel. Speaking to his disciples Jesus sets a child before them
as an example of the way we are to live, and to relate to children if we wish to
be a part of God’s eternal kingdom. Although “the little ones” Jesus speaks of
are not just children, but all who are new to the faith and vulnerable to sin, this
study emphasizes the reality of being a child – their gifts, their needs, their hopes
and dreams.

Explore Components
Distribute the copies of "Components of Ministry" and A Vision for Children and the
Church to the group.  Say that in response to the particular and special
circumstances of childhood, Presbyterians in Covenant with Children has identified
these four components of ministry. Each can be connected to Jesus’ teaching in
Matthew. Tell the group that in 1993, the 205th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) adopted the vision statement.

Split into four groups, with each group assigned one of the components of
ministry. After reading the vision statement together, each group is to list words
and/or phrases from the statement that reflect their assigned component. Allow
about 15 minutes for this exercise, then invite the small groups to rejoin the
larger group and share findings.

Pray Together
End this session with prayer for all “the little ones,” young and old, and ask for
God’s guidance as you continue to discern how your congregation covenants
with and for children.

Session One
Goal: To understand the Christ’s
mandate for care of children and
introduce the four components
of the Covenant: worship, educate,
serve and advocate.



3

Components of Ministry
1. Worship – in the act of worship, we are to become like children, humbling 

ourselves before God. In the Presbyterian order of worship, we begin with 
praise and thanksgiving to the Triune God who calls us into community and 
presence. Having done so, we acknowledge that in God’s presence we stand 
convicted, yet saved. We name our sins in our prayer of confession and 
receive the pardon that is ours in Jesus Christ. The remainder of our worship 
is focused on hearing and responding to God’s Word to us. In worship we 
are nurtured, disciplined and made ready to go out into the world; just as 
a parent nurtures, disciplines and makes ready his/her child. As a component
of the Covenant with Children, we encourage our children to be a part of 
this sacred space and time. Just as we need to experience God in the act of 
worship, so our children need it as well. The mystery of Christ’s presence 
in Word and Sacrament is not wasted or lost on them. Quite the contrary, 
children are often more open to the awesome mystery than adults, because 
they are humble and untainted by the emotions and thoughts of adulthood.

Jesus urges us to “welcome the child” into our 
fellowship, to make a place for them. “And whoever 
welcomes a little child like this in my name 
welcomes me.” In this verse, the Greek word for 
“welcome” is dechomai and has several 
significant meanings when we consider our 
relationship with children. The word means to take 
with the hand, to take hold of, or take up. It can 
also be translated to receive into one’s family, to 
bring up or educate, or to give ear to, embrace, 
make one’s own, sustain, bear, or endure. 1In 
worship, as in all of our life together as a 
congregation, we welcome children into the fold.

2. Educate – To welcome a child means more than 
making a place for them in our midst. As important as that is, our responsibility
for children extends beyond the boundaries of our sanctuary or Sunday 
school classroom. To educate has two dimensions:

a) to nurture children in the faith, and
b) to provide our congregational members with the knowledge and skills to 

minister to and with children.

Many resources are available to congregations to help them study the special
needs of children both within their communities and around the world.
We learn how to minister to and with children by first learning what the 
needs are.

3. Serve – The Interpretation Commentary on Matthew reminds us that
“children have value not because they are potential adults but because
they are already persons whom Jesus champions. To ‘receive’ them
is to receive him. Conversely, to reject or mistreat them is to treat
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1 http://bible1.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/.
2 Matthew, Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching,
   Mays, James Luther, editor, John Knox Press, 1993.

him with disdain.”  2Like the lost sheep in Jesus’ parable, there are children
in the world who are lost. Jesus calls us to leave our comfort zone (the flock)
and search out these lost ones to bring them back into the fold. It is God’s 
will that “these little ones” not be lost to poverty, abuse, neglect, hunger, 
despair; but that they instead know love, security, justice and hope. We 
witness to God’s will and Jesus’ love of children when we give our time and 
energy to listen to a child read, teach a child a song, or provide a child a 
healthy meal.

4. Advocate – Jesus’ parable of the lost sheep also reminds us that we have a 
responsibility to and for children. When we advocate for the rights and needs
of children, we are like the shepherd who went out to find the one lost sheep.
It is not enough that some children have warm homes, plenty to eat and a 
solid educational foundation. Jesus wants all children, every last child, to be
safe, loved and nurtured. He wants every child to recognize the Spirit at work
in his/her life through the kindness of his body – the Church.
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Session Two
Goal: To recognize and celebrate the ways the congregation
is already covenanting with children and to explore new
opportunities.

Read Scripture
Read Matthew 19.13-15:

13Then little children were being brought to him in order that
he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke
sternly to those who brought them; 14but Jesus said, “Let the
little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 15And he
laid his hands on them and went on his way.

Share the following with participants:
In Jesus’ time, children were literally “the least of these.” The majority
of children did not live to experience adulthood, so very little energy
was given them until they were old enough to be “productive” citizens.
Of course parents loved their children, but too much investment could
mean terrible heartache. This may be hard for us as modern Americans
to understand. In our society children are the center of a family’s attention.
For the most part, they are doted upon, spoiled and given every
possible advantage.

When we read the story of Jesus welcoming the children, we have in mind
a sentimental image of a smiling Jesus sitting on a rock with children of
every race and color gathered around him. We don’t imagine the disciples
pushing and pulling them away, scolding parents for distracting Jesus with
their trivial desires for blessings upon their children. We don’t imagine
the children being dirty, bruised, hungry or scantily clothed. Still, we know
the reality of some children’s lives today just as it was back then. There
are children in our society who are dirty, bruised, hungry and scantily
clothed. There are children who lack the basic necessities of life, or a
proper education. Just as Jesus welcomed and blessed the children, we
feel called to do likewise.

Make Lists

ASK:
• How does our congregation bless the children?

On newsprint, or a writing board, make two columns. Invite 
participants to name ways your church or group serves its own 
children. List those in the first column. Then ask them to name 
ways members reach out to children outside of the church, and 
list those in the second column. After the group has listed everything
they can think of, take a look at the list.

ASK:
• Are you surprised by how much our congregation is doing?

Compare the two columns.

Materials needed:
Bibles, newsprint

and markers
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ASK:
• Do we do as much for children outside the church as we

do for those within?

• Is there anything missing from our lists?
Now begin a new list. Brainstorm new ways that your church
could minister with and to children. In brainstorming, do
not impose any limitations – tell the group not to consider
cost or people-power to make things happen – freely list 
all ideas. Give plenty of time for participants to think of 
creative and/or innovative possibilities. Once the group 
has a completed list, look over it together.

ASK:
• Are there one or two new things on the list that jump out

at as obvious ministries?

Pray Together
Close this session by lifting these lists up before God. Thank God
for all the ways your congregation or group is ministering with and
to children. Ask God to help you discern new ways that you can
“welcome the children.”  Keep your lists for the next session.

Session Two (continued)
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Session Three
Goal: To discern God’s call to the congregation, defining what it
means for this particular church/group, and to make a commitment
to covenant with children.

Read Scripture
Read Matthew 18.4-5:

4Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.

Materials needed:
Bible, newsprint, markers,
lists from the previous session,
copies of "Our Covenant"
covenant forms and "Living Out
Our Covenant"

Tell the group that the last session was closed with a prayer for God’s help in discerning how your
congregation or group can further “welcome the children.” This passage from Matthew reminds
us that in welcoming children we also welcome Christ.

Celebrate and Give Thanks
Invite participants to look at the first lists from last session. Celebrate together the ways you are already
ministering with and for children. Give thanks to God for your  commitment to these ministries, particularly
lifting up those persons who are directly involved (i.e. Sunday school teachers, child care workers, youth
advisors, tutors, guardian ad litems).

Prioritize
Now look together at the brainstorming list. Review the ideas that were shared in the previous gathering.
Begin to narrow down the list by highlighting the things that seem to bring the most excitement to the
group. Use the following questions to help you discern which of these ideas are do-able:

1. Is there a real need for this in our congregation and/or community?
2. Do we have the facility and/or persons to administer this idea?
3. Do we have the funds to support it? Or can we raise the funds?
4. Will the congregation back this idea? Will we be able to get the volunteers needed?
5. Can we sustain this idea for an appropriate period of time?
6. Do we feel called by God to make this idea a reality?

The group may decide that the congregation already does enough to minister with and for children.
Perhaps participants will discern that you need to improve on, or emphasize more, the ministries you
are already doing. Or you may select one or two ideas from the brainstorming session to implement. Use
the form "Living Out Our Covenant" to get additional ideas.

Complete the Covenant Form
Say that The Presbyterians Covenanting with Children Network would like to affirm the ministries already
underway, as well as those the group hopes to implement. Say that by joining the network, your congregation
or group can engage with other Presbyterian congregations and groups who are covenanting with and
for children.

Fill out the covenant form included in this booklet, or assign that task to a small task group to complete.
Send the completed form to: Presbyterians in Covenant with Children  •  Co/ Office of Child Advocacy

100 Witherspoon Street  •  Louisville, KY 40202-1396

Find ways you can share this covenant with the members of your congregation, such as presenting a
minute for mission or printing it in your newsletter and on your church website. Use it as a tool to interpret
your ministry with and to children, and to encourage your membership to get involved.

Pray Together
End this final session with prayer that God will bless the work that you have done, pray for the children
of your church and your community, and commit yourselves to continue “welcoming the child.”
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Living Out Our Covenant
Members of the group may want to fill out an individual covenant form and keep it as a reminder
of their personal commitment to children. As you formulate your covenant, consider the following
suggestions for your congregation or group:

Worship

• Pray regularly for the children in your congregation, community, nation, and the world.
• Observe a yearly Children's Sabbath; or participate in a community ecumenical or interfaith
   service.
• Observe a "Light a Candle for Children" Forty Days' Vigil of Prayer in the days leading up
   to your Sabbath celebration.
• Provide worship education for children and parents, caregivers, and other adults.
• Lift up the needs and celebrate the gifts of children in worship throughout the year.
• Involve children in worship on an ongoing basis.

Educate:

• Listen to what children have to say about their own lives.
• Hold at least one adult study on an issue that impacts the lives of children in your church,
   community, the nation or the world.
• Schedule visitations to see for yourself what the needs of children in your community are
   and how they are being met.
• Provide opportunities for Christian education for children in your congregation.
• Become a mentor for children.

Serve:

• Along with the children in your congregation, engage in some act of direct service that 
   benefits vulnerable children.
• Receive the Pentecost Offering and allocate your portion of the offering to a program that
   benefits children at risk.
• Put in place a child protection policy for your congregation.
• Provide opportunities for children to pledge or tithe their gifts of time and talents.

Advocate:

• Speak up for children and their needs in all areas of your congregation's life.
• Inform your state and congressional representatives, school board members, and local 
   city or county officials about the needs of children.
• Advocate for public policies, laws, and actions to meet those needs.
• Raise awareness about issues and systems that put children at risk globally.



My Covenant

"Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me."
(Matthew 18:5)

Children are God's gift and our call.

As a personal response to God's grace, and in partnership with others as opportunities

arise, I promise to lift up the needs and celebrate the gifts of children by

• Praying with and for children.

• Learning about issues that challenge children everywhere.

• Engaging in service with and for children.

• Speaking out with and for children.

Signed  ___________________________________________________________________
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Our Covenant

Children are God's gift and our call.
In response to God's grace, we promise to lift up the needs and

celebrate the gifts of all children as we

Worship

Educate

Serve

Advocate

Signed _____________________________________________________________
(name of group or congregation)
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A Vision for Children and the Church
adopted by the 205th General Assembly (1993)

Because we affirm that all children are a gift of God, created by God and created good;

all children are a gift to the whole of the human community;

all children have a real faith, and gifts for ministry;

all children have the right to be children;

and all children are not just tomorrow, they are today.

Because we believe that all children depend upon adults for safety and security

In a world that does not always value children;

All children are affected first and most deeply by those things that work against health

and wholeness:

where there is disease, children sicken and die;

where there is homelessness, children sleep on the streets and in other dangerous places;

where there is war, children are frightened and without a safe place;

where the air and water are polluted, children feel the effect in their bodies and in their

futures;

where there is shame, children’s spirits are wounded.

Therefore we hope for a world where all children can find a safe place;

where all ages, races, genders, creeds, and abilities are recognized, valued, and

celebrated;

where all adults hear the voices of children and speak with as well as for them;

where all children have “first call” on the world’s resources and first place in the minds

and hearts of the world’s adults.

Because Jesus welcomed children and encouraged us to welcome them in his name;

Jesus lifted up a child as an example of what the realm of God is like;

Therefore we hope for a church where we take seriously our baptismal vow to nurture all

children committed to our care;

where we bring good news to all those places where children are in need;

where adults and children alike share in ministry.

We covenant to act so that this vision may be made real for all children, now and in
times to come.
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