
Introduction
If we think about Jesus’ words from the Gospel of John, we see that this idea or 

characteristic of “sentness” is at the core of who God is and what God is about. 

God the Father sends Jesus, the Father and Jesus send the Holy Spirit, and 

the Triune God sends you and me. It makes perfect sense to us as Trinitarian 

believers. We are sent into the world not to only to gather together but also to 

be sent out to engage others outside of the church who don’t know or have 

a relationship with God. We are sent into the world to proclaim Christ in our 

words and deeds, to work for peace, justice, healing, reconciliation, wholeness, 

stewardship, and so much more. We are sent so that we can join in what God 

is already doing in our world. Our Reformed theology informs us that God is 

sovereign, that Christ’s work is already happening, that the Kingdom of God is 

truly at hand.

Evangelism Sunday 2015

pcusa.org/evangelism

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you…”
 John 20:21 (NRSV) 



Often when we think about the changing cultural landscape we find ourselves in, 

we think it means that we have to “do church better.” What we need to understand 

is that we need to “be the church in a new way.” We can’t just make little 

adjustments here and there. We can’t just commit to doing periodic raids of service 

and compassion in our communities. We need to rethink the priorities and even 

the purpose of what the church is to be about.

I like how Reggie McNeal puts it in Missional Renaissance when he writes,

“The culture around us does not wake up each day thinking they would go to 

church if only there were a good one to attend . . . No strategy, tactics, or clever 

marketing campaign could ever clear away the smokescreen that surrounds 

Christianity in today’s culture. The perception of outsiders will change only when 

Christians strive to represent the heart of God in every relationship and situation.”

Being sent as witnesses of Christ outside the walls of our churches to engage 

others and see transformation happen in lives and communities is one way of 

“being the church.”

For ideas and help with what it means for our churches to join with what God is 

already doing in our communities and in people’s lives, please refer to Gathering 7 

(titled “Identifying Ministry Shifts in Order to Accomplish God’s Mission”) from the 

third part of our Engage Curriculum: Engage Mission.

You can also go to www. pcusa.org/engage and view the videos in Chapter 5: 

Engage God’s Mission for the Church. 

pcusa.org/evangelism
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Scripture 
Genesis 12:2–3 God blesses Abram.
Matthew 5:13–14 You are the salt and the light.

Prayer 
Holy and Loving God, you have blessed us with your presence and love in 
ways we understand and do not understand. As we continue to offer you our 
lives, we pray that we will be a blessing where we live, work, serve, and play. 
Continue to draw us deeper into our love of you and one another so that 
your love will infiltrate the darkest and glorious places of our neighborhoods. 
We offer our lives and our church to your redemptive and reconciling 
mission. Show us your way into your mission field. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen.

 
Encounter 
In proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ, Luke tells how Jesus began his 
ministry:

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to 
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written:
 
 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
 because he has anointed me
  to bring good news to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
  and recovery of sight to the blind,
  to let the oppressed go free,
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:16–19)

Identifying Ministry  
Shifts in order to  

Accomplish God’s Mission

Gathering 7
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To continue the ministry of Jesus is to work toward what he began and 
so gloriously fulfilled. If we are stuck in survival mode or simply find 
our ministry meeting the needs of people inside the body of Christ, 
what basics of ministry need our attention? In six gatherings, we have 
experienced together our changing culture, God’s mission, where our 
hearts break, and what it means to be sent on mission. We have also 
prayed for our community and talked with people around us about our 
community’s needs. To stay on mission where we have been placed, what 
needs to change in our life together?

Consider the basics of ministry as expressed in the great ends of the church:
 The great ends of the Church are:

  the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;
  the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;
  the maintenance of divine worship;
  the preservation of the truth;
  the promotion of social righteousness; and
  the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.1

How do you think your church is living into each of these great ends? 
Where are you doing well? Where are you missing the mark? Take some time 
to process your time spent in the community addressing the four questions 
with people who live there:

•	 What are the needs of the community?
•	 How can your church begin to address these needs? 
•	 Can you partner with other community agencies to meet these needs—

for example, homeless shelters, foster-children ministries, housing 
ministries, soup kitchens, organizations preventing domestic abuse, 
ministries addressing human trafficking, and so forth?

•	 What ministry shifts need to happen in our life together in order to be 
a church that equips and nurtures people to follow Jesus into our own 
lives and the lives of people around us? 

Explore 
When we address questions like these, we become aware of the things we do 
well and those things we have left undone. To live more fully into the calling 
of Christ, we will examine three profound shifts in the life of a church’s 
thinking and behavior.2 
1. Book of Order, F-1.0304.
2. Adapted from Reggie McNeal, Present Future. (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2003), p. 10.
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The first shift is moving from an inward focus to an outward focus. Many 
churches assume, “If we just did church better, they would come.” As Reggie 
McNeal puts it, “The culture around us does not wake up each morning 
thinking they would go to church if only there were a good one to attend.” 
The church needs to intentionally engage its communities and culture. We 
need to see ourselves as missionaries to our communities. It’s important to 
understand that the church engages the community and the people outside 
of the church not in order to grow membership or to increase budgets so that 
it can continue to exist; it engages those outside of the church because loving 
outreach reflects the heart and mission of God. This is why the church exists.

This understanding comes from Genesis 12:2–3, when God says to 
Abram, “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. . . . in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Matthew 5:13–14 records the 
same theme: “You are the salt of the earth. . . . You are the light of the 
world.” According to McNeal, the reality is that “loving God and loving 
our neighbors cannot be fulfilled at church. Being salt and light cannot be 
experienced in a faith huddle.”3 

The mission of God is that Christians are gathered in community for 
the purpose of being equipped and sent out into the world. One of the most 
missional things the church can do is simply to be the church. And simply 
put, the role of the church is to bless the world!

The second shift that needs to take place is to move from a program-
development focus to a people-development focus. Instead of focusing on 
programs, entertaining people, or maintaining the institution, churches need 
to focus on developing vibrant and transformed disciples of Jesus. If we are 
honest, many of our churches in North America are program driven and 
have become vendors of religious goods and services that cater to our self-
indulgent style of spirituality. We measure success by how many people are 
involved in church programs or how much our budgets have grown to help 
sustain these programs. McNeal describes our current situation with these 
alarming words: “We bought and paid for the lie that Six Flags Over Jesus 
was what the world really needed.”4 After years of the program-driven church, 
the verdict is that church activity does not equal spiritual vitality. This is 
evidenced by recent Gallup polls that showed that the only way to distinguish 
between Christians and those outside of church was not by lifestyle or 
behavior but by self-identification. 

3. Reggie McNeal, Missional Renaissance: Changing the Scorecard for the Church (San Francisco:  
Jossey-Bass, 2009), p. 93.

4. Ibid., p. 93.
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There is growing murmuring in our churches from people who are 
frustrated with their spiritual growth and who long for something more 
significant, real, and transformative in their lives. This is not to say that we 
don’t need excellent programming, but it means we need to shift from a 
program-driven church culture, which measures its value by the quality of 
its programs instead of the quality of its people. In terms of evangelism, the 
church not only needs to help people learn “how to talk” but also “how to 
walk.” Christians need to be an “embodied apologetic,” being a witness in 
word and deed to the transformative power of Jesus. Evangelism and outreach 
must come from an overflow of a vibrant, authentic, transformed relationship 
with Jesus. Unless the church is focusing on developing vibrant disciples, 
then the shift from being inwardly to outwardly focused will become another 
program of community service or outreach instead of an authentic expression 
of the culture and DNA of a church.

  
Engage 

The third shift is moving from an institutional perspective to a spiritual 
perspective. For example, session meetings are often simply business meetings 
instead of times where the focus is on spiritual growth. Are church leaders 
chosen based on their management and administrative ability, or are they 
chosen because they are the spiritual leaders in the church? Another question 
to ask is how decisions are being made. Are decisions made simply by looking 
at the Book of Order or because “we have always done it this way,” or is the 
leadership of the church spending significant time in prayer and discernment, 
trying to hear the prompting of the Holy Spirit? Are decisions made based 
primarily on how they help the church or institution, or on how they help 
our community or those outside the church?

•	 Are you an inwardly focused church or an outwardly focused church? 
How and why are you that way?

•	 Are you a program-driven/focused church or a people-development-
driven church? How and why are you that way?

•	 Are you a church that functions with an institutional perspective or 
with a spiritual perspective? How and why?

What are some ways that you can make those three shifts happen? Be as 
specific as possible. Below are some ideas to help get the planning started 
(also see Reggie McNeal’s Missional Renaissance for more ideas):
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From an inward to an outward focus: 
•	 Create prayer boxes throughout the community.
•	 Commission teams to be missionaries to a specific neighborhood  

or apartment complex.
•	 Pray for community and community leaders in worship service.
•	 Adopt a school, and serve it in any way you can.
•	 Allow outside groups to use your church facilities
•	 Look for off-site venues to serve as ministry venues to engage your 

community.
•	 Establish a 501(c)(3) to target ministry opportunities in your 

community.
•	 Have a testimony moment in worship services (this can also help 

make ministry shift on the next point).
•	 Avoid taking people away from their relationships outside church 

(that is, don’t overprogram people around church activities).
•	 Use technology as a way to connect with community, not just as  

a way to give information to your congregation.
•	 Help people consume media in a way that encourages them to 

dialogue with those outside of church.

From a program-development to a people-development focus:
•	 Do intentional debriefing with congregation members during the 

week and during worship (you might have a question of the week, 
such as “What worries you most this week?” or have people turn 
to one another during worship and describe the best thing that 
happened to them this week).

•	 Present ways people can apply information rather than just giving 
them information when you teach.

•	 Help people find opportunities to grow through serving others.
•	 Have a mentoring network in the church.
•	 Use more time celebrating faith stories.
•	 Have classes available to help people grow spiritually (as in 

disciplines) and in their biblical literacy (as in a Greek or Hebrew 
class).

From an institutional perspective to a spiritual perspective: 
•	 Spend less time on church business and more time on spiritual 

development for church leadership.
•	 Shift from “committees” to “ministry teams.”
•	 Spend more time in prayer with and for one another.
•	 Do prayer walks in the community. 
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Express 
All disciples of Christ, in discerning what it means to love God and neighbor, 
are encouraged to pursue specific goals and set out particular steps. A mission 
plan not only helps us address challenges, successes, and failures, but through 
it we gain the courage and power to continue on Christ’s redemptive mission. 

At the conclusion of Engage: Discipleship, the focus was on the creation 
of a personal discipleship plan. Now, at the conclusion of Engage: Mission, 
it is appropriate to create, fine-tune, or reaffirm a mission plan for the 
congregation. In what ways are we making the transition from a church 
focused inwardly to one focused outwardly—to a community of faith in 
which each of us is being nurtured and equipped for God’s mission? 

First, write down your church’s existing mission statement. Where will 
you find the mission statement published or posted—in the weekly worship 
bulletin, the church newsletter, the church website, or the entryway wall? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Second, indicate the ways the church is actively pursuing its mission 
statement. In what ways are you seeking to be faithful to God’s call and 
pursuing God’s mission?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Third, reflect on the following questions: How are we gathering? Are we 
gathering for the purpose of mission? Are we gathering to be equipped to 
reach people? Are we gathering to be empowered for mission in our spheres 
of influence? Are we being held accountable for living this new life in Christ? 
Are we being equipped and nurtured for mission in our community? How are 
we being mentored in the faith?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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Fourth, remember the mission statement that Jesus chose as his own:

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
 because he has anointed me
  to bring good news to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
  and recovery of sight to the blind,
  to let the oppressed go free,
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18–19)

In what ways will you continue the earthly ministry of Jesus?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Pray. With open hands offer yourself—your gifts, abilities, intelligence, 
emotions—to God, and express your desire to do what you can do to serve 
others and to be about God’s mission. Ask God to give you gifts of the Spirit 
to do your work: love, joy, peace, generosity, and patience. Close your hands, 
receive the gifts, and give thanks to God. Reflect on the time spent with this 
learning community, giving thanks for all that has been and all that is yet  
to be.



Worship for Evangelism Sunday
September 27, 2015

Thinking about a few things before worship on Evangelism Sunday can make all the 
difference:

n  What is the emphasis of this service? Is it primarily to teach your church how 

to be better evangelists, or is it to invite others to the service? Consider this 

question as you are planning.

n  Are there signs or friendly people directing visitors where to park and how to 

get into the sanctuary?  People need to be truly welcomed by those who 

have the gift of hospitality who can help them feel comfortable when they 

arrive by greeting them warmly and asking if they can help them find anything 

they may need (e.g., nursery, restrooms, children’s worship bags, etc.).

n  A few weeks before this Sunday, have members invite those they have been 

developing relationships with to the service. Take some time to think through 

how you might connect and even invite neighbors around the church property 

to join you that Sunday. You may want to plan an outreach event the Saturday 

before, working in the community for the community and have members invite 

visitors, offering to pick them up if they need a ride or directions. Instruct 

those members to hang out in the narthex, watching out for those they invited 

in order to sit with them and aid them if need be.

n  Many people don’t want to be singled out as a visitor in the service. Instead, 

train your people beforehand so that they can greet visitors warmly before 

and after the service and during the passing of the peace. On the previous 

Sundays, you may offer examples in sermon illustrations or even a children’s 

sermon where they fit in of how to extend hospitality to people. Unless people 

feel the welcome of a warm congregation, a sermon based upon the following 

comments will ring false.

n  People are looking to see whether we’re for real. We can’t just preach what 

real is; we have to live it. Christianity has received much media attention lately 

for its lack of integrity, so people are watching for integrity, that is, whether 

our actions match our words. To that end, you may want to have a sign-up 

sheet in the narthex for the next community project that is consistent with 

what you preach that you can draw attention to during your announcement of 

opportunities for further service. Some people want to help others and may 

Before the 
Worship Serivce

pcusa.org/evangelism



get involved in service projects before they become disciples of Christ, so make 

sure they know how to get involved in other service opportunities.

n  The pastor also needs to ask someone who’s gifted in this area to follow up 

with visitors, perhaps dropping by that evening with fresh baked goods and/or 

a church coffee mug just to say we’re glad they came. If no one’s home, leave 

the baked goods in a secure container on the doorstep with a hand-written 

note communicating this and with phone numbers of folks they can call (or 

church business cards) should they have any questions or needs the church 

can help them with. If someone is home, the visitor should not stay, but just 

introduce her-/himself and make themselves available for any further questions, 

unless it’s obvious that the person wants a visitor. The pastor needs to follow 

up with a phone call later in the week. Personal relationships with people who 

care is one of the best gifts the church offers to others. As the old adage goes, 

people aren’t going to care how much you know until they know how much 

you care.

So plan carefully in advance, getting as many people involved by taking 

advantage of their gifts as you can. Some have the gift of gab; others can make 

the space beautiful and welcoming. Some love to bake. Others have the gift of 

intuition to anticipate others’ needs. Some have a way with children. God gave us 

these gifts to use for ministry, and we are called to live into the Reformed practice 

of the “priesthood of all believers.” So let’s use the varied gifts present in your 

church community this Sunday to the glory of God in Christ Jesus.
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This worship service, too, calls for more participation from readers and 

congregants. Get good readers. Music, too, should be your best, drawing upon the 

best gifts of the congregation. This suggests music from the hymnal supplement 

Sing the Faith as well as from the Presbyterian Hymnal. Your music director can 

also suggest music. The service needs to flow deeper into the knowledge of God. 

Hence, the following service includes a call to discipleship and optional testimony 

time, leading to communion.

Greeting and Announcements

We are the church, so we send greetings as the body of Christ, such as, 
“The Lord be with you!” or “Peace be unto you in the name of Christ Jesus 
the Lord.” or something similar. The Book of Common Worship, p. 48, 
has additional greetings. Our opening should sound different than that 
of a talk show host. Yet we want to extend a hearty welcome to all who 
are gathered, not just visitors—and sound like we mean it—rather than 
reading it. At the end of announcements, the pastor may say something 
like, “Now let us quiet our hearts and minds before God our Maker in 
order to prepare ourselves to worship the Lord.”

Prelude

Call to Worship

Leader: Open wide the doors,

People: Invite the people in and send us out into the world.

Leader:  Open our hearts.

People: See what love can do. Let God work through us.

Leader: Open our minds and open our eyes.

People:  Let us see you at work throughout our daily lives, and in people 

made in your image.

Leader: Open our voices.

People: To share our stories of faith and to sing praises to you God.

Hymn (select one): I Love to Tell the Story (#462 Glory to God hymnal); I, the 

Lord of Sea and Sky aka Here I Am, Lord (#69 Glory to God hymnal)

Liturgy for Evangelism Sunday
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Prayer of Confession

Loving God, you call us in all the seasons of life. In darkness and in light, in joy 

and in sorrow. Jesus you beckon us to follow you, to live as you showed to be 

obedient to what you have taught. Yet often we hold back. We question how we 

can know your voice, we make excuses of things we have to do and words we 

have to share. We look for the great task, and you give us the common work of 

being witnesses and loving and caring for those near us and in our community. 

Forgive us we plead. Empower us through your Spirit that we may be bold 

disciples. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Psalm 103:12 or

Romans 5:1

Song of Praise
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (#610 Glory to God hymnal)

Passing of the Peace

As forgiven people of God, we are freed to love and extend God’s peace to 

others. The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Testimony: Have a member of the congregation share their faith story 

(shortened version) with the congregation.

Prayer for Illumination

Most Gracious God, Prepare our hearts and minds to receive your words by the 

insight of the Holy Spirit through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Readings and Sermon Starters:

The scripture passages recommended for Evangelism Sunday are: 
John 20:21; Genesis 12:2-3; Matthew 5:13-14. You may use the 
reflection provided at the beginning (Introduction to Evangelism 
Sunday) or the lesson in the Engage Curriculum: Mission. You may 
also want to use one of the lectionary readings, looking to exegete 
the passages with attention paid to its relevance to evangelism.
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The lectionary passages for September 28, 2014 are:

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22

Psalm 124

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

Psalm 19:7-14

James 5:13-20

Mark 9:38-50

An excellent resource for preaching the Revised Common Lectionary is 

Feasting on the Word (Westminster John Knox Press).

Confession of Faith

You may together use the Apostles’ Creed or Nicene Creed. 

Announcement of Further Opportunities for Service to Christ and 
Invitation to Discipleship

This is not a commercial for church activity, but a way of helping people see that 

what they do out in the world, both together and individually, is supposed to be 

a faithful living out of the gospel in service to the world. You may want to draw 

attention to opportunities for further growth in faith during this time by letting folks 

know that they can know Christ more deeply in various church school classes or 

programs and service/mission opportunities. After this announcement, the pastor 

may wish to issue an invitation to further discipleship by saying something like:

This is not our church; it is Christ’s. We’re just a bunch of recovering sinners 

who’ve been saved by the grace of God in Jesus Christ. Jesus bids anyone who 

wants to, regardless of what they’ve done in the past, where they were born, 

or what their status in society is, to come and follow him and join the new 

community of those being made new in Christ. If you are interested in a deeper 

relationship with God through the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ, we’d be happy to 

help you on your faith quest by journeying with you. If you’d like to begin that 

journey today, we invite you to . . .
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{Tell folks what they need to do here. This may include coming forward for prayer 

during the hymn of commitment and having people follow through with mentoring, 

inviting people to meet with some different people from the church (who’ll appeal to 

a variety of folks) who’ll be standing up front to answer any questions, hook them 

up with the right person for where they are (i.e., Sunday school teacher, program 

leader, catechumenal leadership team, seekers class, mission project leader, 

potential friend, etc.), and pray with them. These folks will need to report to the 

pastor, who’ll follow up.)}

Hymn of Commitment

This should play off the sermon’s themes to lead people to a deeper 
commitment to Christ. Here are some possibilities from the Glory to 
God hymnal:

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky #69

Spirit of the Living God # 288

Breathe on Me, Breath of God #286

Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak #722

Prayers of the People

This prayer needs to be tailored for your community. You may wish to make this 

a bidding prayer with a responsive refrain like, “Lord, in your mercy, Hear our 

prayer” after each petition.

Offering

As we pray, so we offer ourselves unto God, giving of our time, talents, and 

resources in service to the Lord. Out of thanksgiving for all God has given us, let 

us freely give to share with those in need and spread the Lord’s blessings to all.

Doxology or Musical Ascription of Praise for God’s Providence

 

If communion is not celebrated, the following prayer may be offered. Otherwise, 

continue with the Invitation to the Table.

Prayer of Consecration

The Lord be with you.
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And also with you.

Let us pray. You have so graciously provided for us out of the abundance of your 

love, dear Lord, and we give you thanks. We thank you for the beauty of this earth 

that sustains life, for society and its cultures, for those who serve others in your 

justice, peace, and love. Thank you for the love of family and friends and for those 

who have gone before us who have taught us your way. For what else do we give 

thanks?

{the congregation is free to respond here, perhaps ending each thanksgiving with 

the pastor saying, “For this, O Lord,” to which the people can respond, “We give you 

thanks and praise.” The prayer then ends with the following :}

For all your many gifts you so graciously lavish upon us, we give you thanks and 

praise. Use these gifts of money and all our gifts, O Lord, to further your work of 

compassion in the world, to Christ’s glory we pray. Amen.

If communion is not celebrated, the service continues with the closing hymn.

Sacrament of Holy Communion

This communion service is designed to have the pastor serve the people bread by 

breaking off a piece of the loaf and handing it to them, followed by an elder with 

the common cup in which to dip the bread. Communicants are ushered to stand 

shoulder to shoulder in a line across the front of the sanctuary (as if kneeling at 

a rail) until all are served and the next line of communicants fills in as members 

return to their seats. Those who have not been baptized can join with the others and 

receive a blessing rather than the elements without drawing attention.

We give ourselves to God and find the Lord just keeps pouring out blessings upon 

us. Our Lord now invites us to this table where we can feast upon the divine 

presence as we remember the lengths our Lord goes to show us how much we are 

loved.
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For on the night he was betrayed by the kiss of a friend, the Lord Jesus dined for the 

last time with his disciples. He took bread {raise the bread} and after giving thanks 

to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is my body, 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Put bread down and begin pouring 

the juice/wine into the cup. He also took the cup, saying: “This cup is the new 

covenant sealed in my blood, shed for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this in remembrance of me” (Put the cup and pitcher down.)

Christ wants to share this meal with all his baptized followers. Even if you haven’t 

yet been baptized, the Lord wants to bless you, so you’re invited to come too, to 

receive the blessing of our Lord’s grace poured out for all.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

O Lord, we bless you, we praise you, we adore you, for you mold the world with 

your word, speaking darkness into light swirling on an axis of beauty. When we 

use our freedom to allow sin to permeate our world, you clothe us in mercy, 

freeing us from a slave’s oppression, shaping us to be your people, and bringing 

new life out of the exile of death. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 

all the saints of all times and places who forever sing to the glory of your holy 

name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

You are indeed holy, O Lord God, yet you want to be in communion with even the 

likes of us, going so far as to send Jesus to live among us, lowliest of the low, laid 

in a manger at his birth. We give you thanks, Holy Christ, for teaching us God’s 

ways when you could have led a quiet life of peace without upsetting society. But 

you kept teaching and healing and judging those who hurt others until the powers-

that-be defiled your innocence with joke justice, police brutality, and execution on 
pcusa.org/evangelism
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a cross. Beaten, alone, betrayed, forsaken, still you poured out love, crying, “Father, 

forgive them.” We praise you that the force of your love prevails over death, calling 

us in resurrection victory to follow you in faith:

Dying, you destroyed death.

Rising, you restore life.

Lord Jesus, come again in glory.

Speak once more, O Lord, that your Spirit might grace us with your presence, so 

that the bread we break and the cup we drink might be for us the communion of 

the body and blood of Christ. May we know his lifeblood coursing through our 

veins, our bodies incorporated into his life, as we join with all the saints of all 

times and places to minister in praise to your name

Through Christ, in Christ, with Christ, all glory and honor are yours, Almighty 

God, now and forever more. Amen.

(Raise and break the bread.) When we break the bread, is it not a sharing in the 

body of Christ?

(Raise the cup.) When we give thanks over the cup, is it not a sharing in the  

blood of Christ?

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God!

As people are ushered forward down one side of the sanctuary to await their 

turn in lining up and being served shoulder to shoulder, people can be singing 

communion hymns such as 2254-2269 in Sing the Faith. The pastor takes the loaf, 

breaks off pieces of bread to hand to each communicant, followed closely by an 

elder with the cup for intinction. The pastor may hand the bread to the elder to hold 

while s/he lays hands and pray for those s/he knows need prayer before serving the 

elements. The pastor can also lay hands on those who have not been baptized with a 

blessing such as, “Bless, O Lord, this your child that {he/she} may come to know and 

love you in all joy.”
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Prayer after Communion: You know us, Lord. You know our faults, our 

failures, our denials, yet still you deign to dine with us. Make us worthy of your 

grace. Increase our faith. Embolden our witness so that as we rise from this place, 

we might be your hands reaching out to bless and heal and hold a broken world. 

This we ask for your honor and dominion and glory now and forevermore. Amen.

Hymn: “Lift High the Cross” (Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, no. 826) or

Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak #722 (Glory to God hymnal)

Charge and Blessing

And now Lord,… grant to your servants to speak your word with 
all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.  
  —Acts 4:29–30

 

Postlude

(To order any of the Engage resources go to pcusa.store.com/curriculum. 

For additional resources you can also go to www.evangelismconnections.org for an 

ecumenical evangelectionary resource.

You can also see what a few PC(USA) local congregations are doing with an 

evangelism campaign at www.woodside-church.org)
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