
Presbyterian Hunger Program 

Faith-Based Initiatives to Transform the Food System 

Grant Application Form for PCUSA Congregations 

The Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) is encouraged by the emergence of the many faith-based 

initiatives sprouting up around the country to bring resilience to our food system, and health to people 

and God’s Creation. These efforts often engage youth and multiple generations, result in greater food 

security, give people decision-making power over their food, increase healthy eating, create jobs and 

local economic growth, support local family farmers, use land ecologically, raise awareness about local 

and global hunger and poverty, and encourage a view of food as sacred and as a right for all people. 

When done well, such initiatives are wonderful ways to build relationships, community and power. We 

are eager to support this work as one small way we can help build God’s vision of a New Heaven and 

New Earth.  

We encourage you to read about congregations that are innovating ways to practice their faith in these 
ways. Guidance and case studies can be found in the Food Sovereignty for All: Overhauling the Food 
System with Faith-Based Initiatives handbook, which you can download here.  Don’t hesitate to contact 
PHP to discuss your current or planned food justice ministry. Contact info at the bottom of this form. 

PROGRAM CRITERIA  
Small seed grants (approximately $100-1000 for one year, depending on expressed need and availability 
of funds) are available to PCUSA congregations starting or expanding an effort to build or rebuild the 
local food economy, with an eye toward food sovereignty,* and which connect local and global issues of 
hunger, poverty and justice. Proposals will be considered for community gardens, community kitchens, 
church-based Community Supported Agriculture, local food buying clubs that also involve low-income 
residents, food justice education and empowerment, and similar projects. The initiative must be a 
ministry/mission of a PCUSA congregation or minimally the PCUSA congregation needs to be providing 
the leadership and active participation for such a program. Not all projects will be funded; priority will 
be given to those that are: 

 Effective in helping a community strengthen its local food economy, while bringing attention to and 
attempting to address the root causes of hunger, poverty and injustice 

 Actively involving people of different generations, economic, cultural and racial ethnic backgrounds  

 Holistic in addressing food-related issues as an environmental, economic, and social justice concern 

 Carried out in ways that embrace diversity, demonstrate respect, and enhance community 
resilience and power, as inspired by Christ’s own ministry 

 Open to sharing your experiences with others wishing to launch similar initiatives 

                                                           
*
 Food Sovereignty:  The right of peoples to healthy and culturally appropriate food produced through ecologically 

sound and sustainable methods, and their right to define their own food and agriculture systems. (Nyéléni 2007 - 

Forum for Food Sovereignty. Sélingué, Mali. http://www.nyeleni.org/?lang=en) 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/food-sovereignty-all/
http://www.nyeleni.org/?lang=en
distributed
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APPLICATION FOR GRANT CONSIDERATION 

Name of contact person:_________________________________________________________ 

Name of PCUSA Congregation:_____________________________________________________ 

Address (street, city, state, zip code):________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone number(s):_____________________   Email address: _____________________________ 

Total budget of project: ________                    Grant amount requested: ________   

Other sources of funding (list): _____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please use short answers, fitting in the space offered as must as possible.  

What will grant funds go toward and why are they needed? _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Basic description of project (one paragraph): 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the expected outcomes or results of this initiative, and for whom? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What people and process will be used to guide the project and to evaluate it? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



To describe how your project will be “Effective in helping a community strengthen its local food 

economy, while bringing attention to and attempting to address the root causes of hunger, poverty 

and injustice,” please answer the following: 

What local need does this project address?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How was it determined that this was a need? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What root cause or global connections, if any, will be explored as part of this initiative? (There are often 

common causes for hunger and poverty in our communities and overseas. For example, local, national 

and global dynamics underlie the global food crisis. See the PCUSA’s Global Food Crisis site.)  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Will there be any way(s) for participants and audience to act on these connections? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

To describe how your project will “Actively involve people of different generations, economic, 

cultural and racial ethnic backgrounds,” please answer the following:  

How might children, youth, young adults, adults and elders be involved? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

How might communities beyond the primary community be reached through this project (e.g. 

communities of a different racial/economic make-up than yours, neighborhood groups, other churches, 

people of other faiths, etc.)? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/foodcrisis/


To describe how your project will be “Holistic in addressing food-related issues as an 

environmental, economic, and social justice concern,” please answer the following: 

Through this initiative, how might holistic justice concerns be understood, communicated and 

commended to action (local control of food system, reduced poverty, reduced privilege by a minority, 

sharing power, sharing resources, environmental, economic, and racial justice, etc)? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe how your project might be “Carried out in ways that embrace diversity, demonstrate 

respect, and enhance community resilience and power, as inspired by Christ’s own ministry.”  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

For publication purposes, summarize what will be accomplished with this grant in two or three 

sentences. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

To describe how your project is “Open to sharing your experiences with others wishing to 

launch similar initiatives,” please indicate that you will fulfill the following: 

Twelve months after receiving the grant, will you provide two short reports:  

1) Two-four page report that describes your planning process, the project, and your learnings from the 

project (Please use the questionnaire on the next page), and  

2) One-page write-up (plus project photos) of someone involved in the project whose story you want to 

tell and share?  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________         ______________ 

Signature of contact person for application             Date 

___________________________________________         ______________ 

Signature of Stated Clerk of Session               Date 

* Please sign and email the complete application to Andrew.KangBartlett@pcusa.org or fax to (502) 

333-7010. 

       

mailto:Andrew.KangBartlett@pcusa.org
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With your interest in food justice, you may also be laying ground work to join other PCUSA 

congregations as certified Earth Care Congregations (hosting a garden counts towards certification!)  

For more on this program, go to: http://pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations .                                

http://pcusa.org/earthcarecongregations
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PROJECT REPORT FORM for the Presbyterian Hunger Program 

Please answer these questions (no more than four pages, plus a 1 – 2 page story with photo(s)) 

twelve months after receiving the grant, or earlier if the project was completed in less time.  

Email to Andrew.KangBartlett@pcusa.org and Jennifer.Evans@pcusa.org  

 

1. In what ways was the project effective or successful?  

 

2. What were the tangible outcomes? (for example - # of pounds of food produced, # of families 

participating, # of volunteers, # of community meals, educational workshops, festivals, or events, # 

of new leaders, # of businesses incubated, amount of money donated to local groups and PHP, and 

so on) 

 

3. Were there unexpected outcomes? 

 

4. What was challenging or didn’t work out well? And what could be or will be done differently to 

improve the initiative?  

 

5. What preparation, research, relationships and/or conversations would you would encourage others 

to do/ have if they try to do something similar in their area? 

 

6. Has this experience changed your church or community in any ways?  Please explain. 

 

7. Please provide a 1 – 2 page (max) story with pictures, which we may use to illustrate the exciting 

elements of your program. 

 

8. Other reflections, questions or suggestions?  (Optional) 

mailto:Andrew.KangBartlett@pcusa.org
mailto:Jennifer.Evans@pcusa.org
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