
Our faith calls us to work toward a world 
where everyone has sufficient and healthy 
food. We can do so as individuals, as 
churches, and as global citizens. The Global 
Churches Week of Action on Food is an 
opportunity for Christians all over the 
world to act and speak out together for 
food justice. 

This year, Food Week of Action is October 
13-20, spanning the two Sundays on either 
side of World Food Day (October 16). The 
Week also includes the International Day 
for Rural Women (October 15) and the 
International Day for the Eradication of 
Poverty (October 17).

“Seeds for Life” is the focus for this year’s 
Food Week of Action. Access and control 
over natural resources, including defending 
and localizing seed keeping, is critical for 
viability of small-scale food producers, 
sustainable agriculture and, ultimately, for 
addressing hunger. Seed keepers not only 
save seeds but also the culture that seeds 
bring and embody.

Local control of seeds—by farmers, 
gardeners and seed keeping groups—
is crucial for food security and food 
sovereignty.

People in the U.S. and worldwide are 
taking back their food systems – fighting 
for their land and waterways, reclaiming 
vacant lots, teaching others how to grow 
food, and developing local distribution 
systems – while simultaneously creating 

jobs, providing fresh food, preserving 
the environment, building rural-urban 
connections, advocating for just policies, 
and revitalizing their communities. 

Ideas for the Food Week of Action:

1.  Worship. Organize a church service 
during the week. The Ecumenical Advocacy 
Alliance will provide worship material on 
“Seeds for Life” in September, or you can 
draw from past worship materials available 
at e-alliance.ch/en/s/food/food-week-of-
action. 

2.  Defend Seeds. Gather your local 
traditional farmers and gardeners to build 
a seed bank in your local library. For 
inspiration, see the partnership between 
Basalt Public Library and the Central 
Rocky Mountain Permaculture Institute 
and learn how it’s done. 

Food Week of Action and World Food Day
Andrew Kang Bartlett, National Hunger Concerns, PHP
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A Hunger Justice Journal

The Global Churches Week of Action on Food is an 
opportunity for Christians all over the world to act and 
speak out together for food justice. Celebrate World 
Food Day with your congregation.

WFP/Riccardo Gangale
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Nearly every Sunday someone in my 
congregation asks for prayers for people 
they know who are unable to meet 
basic needs. Some are unemployed, 
some are working at minimum wage; 
somehave a health problem that creates 
an unmanageable debt, and many are 
children. 

The Bible encourages societies to care for 
their orphans, widows and poor. Whether 
people or societies have little or a lot, it is 
clear that we as individuals and as a society 
are called to care for others less fortunate. 

For me it was a real awakening when my 
daughter started working at a well-known 
store at the mall and we learned that her 
hours were never full-time; she was often 
“on call,” meaning they would let her know 
an hour before whether she should come in 
or not; she often was told she could leave 
early (not paid of course) because business 
was slow that day. We kept telling her she 
had rights and she kept telling us that this 
was normal. As we talked with others, 
we realized that indeed this is the norm. 
A huge number of retail and restaurant 
jobs are structured so that we have what 
is commonly called “the working poor”. 
Low-wage paying jobs in food service and 
temporary employment account for 43% 

of the post-recession job growth. For many 
of the “working poor,” their paychecks just 
can’t stretch enough to cover necessities 
like healthcare, school supplies and even 
groceries.

Fortunately, our society has provided a 
safety net through SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, commonly 
known as food stamps) benefits. Today, 
children make up 49 percent of those who 
receive SNAP benefits1. Our church puts 
faith into action through ensuring that the 
safety net is working and through providing 
complementary services that range from 
operating food banks to working in social 
services. We do this because we are called to 
love our neighbors and that means knowing 
who they are. 

At a time when the income disparity 
between rich and poor is growing, Congress 
is deciding whether or not to cut this safety 
net. The Stated Clerk has written letters in 
accordance with our church policies, but  
this many not be enough. Can we stand by 
while children, working families and the 
elderly experience more hunger? 

Our church leadership is inviting all 
Presbyterians and our friends to join them 
November 17-23, 2013 in participating in 
the SNAP/Food S tamp Challenge. The 
Challenge simply means choosing for one 
week to live on the average amount of food 
stamp support. In Kentucky, that means 

$31.50. How is this helpful? It is helpful 
to each of us to experience how much food 
this benefit actually buys. Our church will 
focus spiritually through providing daily 
devotions to use with each meal, learn more 
through educational resources like “A Place 
at the Table” (available on Netflix) and 
write or visit Congress to support them in 
creating a society that cares for the most 
vulnerable. 

SNAP benefits are not meant to be a 
solution to poverty. They are meant to be 
a safety net. The SNAP Challenge is an 
invitation to pray, learn and act together as 
we become more aware of who is on SNAP 
and why. That awareness may lead us to 
solutions that address poverty.

One of the sad issues with our food system 
is that affordable food is often highly 
processed, not nutritious and leads to 
obesity, diabetes and other serious health 
issues. Check out the articles in this issue of 
the PHP Post that focus on positive actions 
we can take to make more nutritious food 
available to all. 

We would love to live in a society in which 
our safety net exists but is not needed. How 
do we expect children to grow into adults 
who care about society if society doesn’t 
care to ensure that their basic needs are 
met? Help keep that safety net in place 
while we devote more energy to lasting 
solutions. 

Letter From the Coordinator 
By Ruth Farrell, Coordinator Presbyterian Hunger Program

1snaptohealth.org/snap/snap-frequently-asked-questions/
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gathering space that can bring about authentic 
community connection.

While Louisville’s refugee community is 
unique, there are other cities in the United 
States where refugees relocate. This model is 
a different way of approaching the traditional 
community garden but one that could be 
replicated in the life of many congregations.

Visit cclou.org/rapp/ to learn more about 
RAPP or contact your local refugee 
resettlement agency to learn of similar 
opportunities in your community.  

At a gathering of over 1,500 Presbyterians 
at the Big Tent conference in Louisville, 
KY Compassion, Peace and Justice—the 
ministry area that houses the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program—led a partner conference 
aimed at addressing systemic issues and their 
intersectionality with food justice. More than 
just speaker panels and a series of lectures, 
“Turning the Tables” invited participants 
to actively engage in justice work through 
conversation, worship, education, and action.

The conference ended with immersion 
experiences including an Environmental 
Racism Tour around Louisville, a witness to 
Wendy’s asking them to sign on to the Fair 
Food Agreement, and a visit with gardeners 
from the Refugee Agricultural Partnership 
Program (RAPP). 

RAPP is part of a national network of 
organizations that provide growing spaces 
for newly arrived refugees. Many refugees 
who come to America bring with them an 
agricultural past. RAPP provides refugees 
with the space and means to maintain a sense 
of their identity that may have been uprooted 
in transitioning to life in America. This 
organization is beneficial because it provides 
community gardeners—who are both long-
time residents of Louisville and those who 
have recently resettled here—the ability to 
grow food for their families, earn extra income 
by selling produce at local farmers’ markets, 
and experience the therapeutic benefits of 
gardening. 

RAPP gardens cultivate fertile ground 
for community connection. While at the 
garden, conference participants heard a 
powerful story about the koinonia (spirit of 
community) of food. A gardener from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo shared an 
anecdote about the time a Burmese gardener 
offered him a bite of a leafy green he had never 

seen before. The man took a bite of the leaf 
and realized he had a different species of the 
same plant growing in his plot. The two 
exchanged plants and now grow the varying 
species in their own plots.

RAPP not only assists refugees in acculturating 
to American life, but it also provides longtime 
community members a chance to learn about 
other cultures and customs. The conference 
participants visited growing space sites on the 
property of a local Baptist church. Members 
of the church have a plot in the garden. RAPP 
gardens offer participants with an alternative 

Cultivating Fertile Ground for Community Connection: Models of 
Agricultural Partnership
Joanna Hipp, Intern for Environmental Ministries, PHP

A Time to Plant: Life Lessons in Work, Prayer, and Dirt by Kyle T. Kramer

Like a fruity wine, the reader’s glass is slowly filled with the appealing tastes of a persistent dream. Kyle’s 
dream is to find a parcel of land to care for with devotion and hard work until its fruits can nourish a 
young family and a fair number of southern Indiana eaters. He explores a virtual bouquet of spirituality, 
from his early years as a Presbyterian to his eventual grounding in Benedictine Catholicism, and lives out 
simplicity and loving hospitality. With flavorings of Wendell Berry, Thoreau and scripture, this hopeful 
adventure is full-bodied and has the legs of a good yarn. While we hear accounts of expectations squashed 
and ideals compromised, the author’s love for the land and goodness is infectious. Early into the story 
I felt I knew Kyle well and began rooting for him. Inspired by his faith in God, the value of community, 
and the abundance of creation, hope for humanity is the lingering aftertaste.-Andrew Kang Bartlett

 » Read

 While at the garden, Big Tent conference participants heard powerful stories about the spirit of community that 
comes from gardening and food.

Andrew Kang Bartlett



www.pcusa.org/hunger

4  |  Fall 2013 The PHP Post

Anyone who worked on the last Farm Bill, 
or the one before that, or the one before 
that, will tell you that today’s Farm Bill 
debate is like no other. 

Congress used to go into a Farm Bill 
debate asking what we can do to improve 
programs that reduce hunger. Now 
they are asking  how much they can get 
away with cutting SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly 
Food Stamps).

Indeed, the meta-narrative around our 
nation’s food and farm policy has changed 
completely in one Farm Bill cycle. In 
the debate around the 2007 Farm Bill, 
the PC(USA) joined with ecumenical 
partners to call for an end to trade-
distorting subsidies and for investments 
in nutrition and conservation. Today, in 
the 2012 Farm Bill debate (2012 because 
the current Farm Bill actually expired 
in 2012), we are still advocating for just 
food systems and investments in food aid, 
conservation, and rural development, but 
it is in the context of a Senate that voted to 
cut Food Stamps by $4 billion and a House 

of Representatives that has introduced 
a bill to cut $40 billion from the same 
program. What happened?

I would argue that several things have 
gone wrong in the five years since the last 
bill, and they don’t necessarily have to 
do with food policy. In recent years we 
have seen unprecedented partisanship – 
gridlock – take control of Congress, to the 
point that very little business gets done, 
even very simple business. We’ve seen an 
overwhelming increase in special interest 
money in politics, from both sides of the 
aisle, which tends to distract members of 
Congress from their true constituents. And 
we’ve seen a marked increase in constant, 
unforgiving media cycles, from TV to 
social media that mean that a tiny story can 
go viral and major, important stories can go 
unreported if the outlet thinks the topic is 
“uninteresting” to a general public. Public 
figures are constantly seeking that slight 

What happened to the Farm Bill?
Leslie G. Woods, Associate, PC(USA) Office of Public Witness

Food Stamp Challenge

November 17-23, 2013 the PC(USA)’s 
denominational leaders, Stated Clerk Gradye 
Parsons, the Moderator Neal Presa, and 
Presbyterian Mission Board Executive Director 
Linda Valentine will engage in the Food Stamp 
Challenge. We invite the rest of the church to join 
them, either by taking the actual Challenge or by 
joining in solidarity through various activities, 
including child and adult education, outreach in 
communities, and prayer. 

The Food Stamp Challenge (Food Stamps = 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP)) is a discipline designed to draw attention 
to the gross injustice of poverty and hunger in the 
U.S. and to open new opportunities for education, 
understanding, compassion, and solidarity. 

This Challenge is not only a call to hunger and 
poverty awareness, but also a call to action. 
We are called by God to be in the world and to 
seek to make it a better place. Changing hearts 
and minds are the starting point of building a 
movement and improving policy. 

The website where you can learn more, join 
the Food Stamp Challenge, sign up for other 
ways to participate, and find resources will be 
available in October. During Food Week of Action 
(October13-20, 2013) please visit pcusa.org/
foodstampchallenge.

 » Join

media edge, that catchy story, that video 
that will go viral. In all, the transformation 
that these and many other changes has 
wrought in Congress amounts to priorities 
in the wrong place and a willful refusal to 
govern.

In a recent letter to Congress the Rev. 
Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the 

 Today, more than 49 million people in the U.S., 
including 1 in 5 children, live in a household that 
struggles to put food on the table. SNAP serves as a 
safety net for these families and the outcome of voting 
on the 2012 Farm Bill debate will have a huge impact on 
that net.

Capital District Community Gardens

continued on page 11
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The U.S. food justice movement has had 
some important victories over the last 
year. After the narrow defeat of the GMO 
labeling bill in California last year, activists 
in Connecticut and Maine successfully 
passed their own bills, and others are 
pending in Washington, New York, 
Vermont and New Hampshire among 
others. Local foods activists are expanding 
on successful Farm to School programs 
to build closer connections between 
farmers and consumers. Other efforts are 
expanding urban farming and farmers’ 
markets and developing community 
owned grocery stores, In each case, and 
in similar campaigns around the world, 
citizens are reclaiming local control for 
healthier, more sustainable and equitable 
food systems.

Unfortunately, U.S. trade policy is headed 
in the other direction. Negotiations for 
the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) are 
scheduled to wrap up in October, and 
talks for a trans-Atlantic deal are getting 
going now. Taken together, the TPP and 
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP, or TAFTA) would 
regulate a vast share of global trade. They 
would set the standards for rules in other 
bilateral or regional agreements too and 
could eventually circle back to set global 
rules at the WTO. And they matter 
because, especially in the case of TAFTA, 
they are not so much about trade in goods 
and services per se, but about “regulatory 
convergence.” That term means a lot of 
things in different sectors. In our food 
system it has the potential to set public 
health and environmental standards at 
the lowest possible level in order to resolve 
pesky “trade irritants” like food safety laws 
and regulations on new food technologies 
and questionable food additives.

The E.U.’s restrictions on GMOs and food 
additives like hormone treated beef are 
squarely on the agenda in the TAFTA talks. 
A grouping of 27 industrial agriculture 
organizations attacked the EU’s sensible 
reliance on the precautionary principle as 
“arbitrary” and “non-science based” – or 

worse!—based on “public perception and 
political considerations.” The E.U., for 
its part, is calling for new rules on public 
procurement at all levels (federal, state 
and local) and in all sectors. That could 
mean that bidding preferences that favor 

Trading Away Food Sovereignty
Karen Hansen-Kuhn, International Program Director, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy

Trade and the PC(USA)
If there is anything Presbyterians understand, 
it is process. And it is the secretive nature of 
the TPP negotiations that is problematic 
for more than 800 Presbyterians who are 
working together for trade reform.

Other than negotiators and roughly 600 
corporate lobbyists, few other people have 
seen chapters within the TPP. Leaked 
documents indicate that it will influence 
jobs, food safety, the cost of medicines and 
will likely give corporations more power. 
The church’s argument is: Why not open 
up the TPP for public scrutiny before it is 
implemented? Why not make the process 

itself more transparent, rather than bind us 
to a document without public input or even 
Congressional oversight?

Join us by asking your Congressional 
representative to vote no on fast track 
(see adjacent article), a debate expected 
in late September. If you’ve missed that 
conversation, then join us to push for 
overall trade reform. Giddings-Lovejoy 
and Hudson River Presbyteries are at the 
forefront of these efforts. Call 502-569-
5027 for more information or visit pcusa.
org/trade.

There is plenty of work for you to do!

German activists unmask the TTIP Trojan horse Jurgen Maier

continued on page 11
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encourage us to heed your prophetic call. 

All: We have heard the longing of the 
peoples of the world as they reach out to us 
and plead for the just sharing of all you have 
given to us. May your gift of grace hold in the 
hollow of your hand all those who cry out to 
you. Forgive our greed and shortsightedness, 
that we may be tools in your witness to the 
abundance of life. We pray in the name of 
Christ, Amen.

Declaration of Pardon:
From the burdens of our selfish desires… 
from our vain searching for power… from 
our appetites for opulence, God calls us 
to a life that is lived for others. Sisters and 
brothers, hear the good news: in Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven! Let us live in the light 
of that forgiveness, now and always. Amen. 

Call to Confession:
Let us ask God to help us put to death all 
of our selfish schemes and instill in us a 
love that reaches out to a world suffering 
in need, poverty, hunger, and affliction. 

Prayer of Confession:
Leader: As we come together across the 
world to stand before the Holy God, the 
cry of God’s people rises in lamenting and 
joyful confession:

(Left): We weep, O God, for the lives of 
our people. We toil day and night, yet still 
our children go hungry. We sow the fields, 
planting your seeds of abundance and 
bringing in the gifts of your harvest, but our 
harvest is torn from the hands of the needy 
in our greed, comfort, and selfishness. All 
that is left for the poor of the world are the 

crumbs from tables of the rich. Fear and 
separation are sown where once hope and 
solidarity bloomed.

(Right): Loving Christ, for whom each one 
is precious, as we look at our daily world, 
we know all too well that it is built on the 
exploitation of others. We hardly dare to 
see what it costs them. We turn our faces 
away from their weeping, always waiting for 
another day, another time, another political 
leader to act for us in the bringing in of 
your justice. 

Leader:Your suffering love moves us to 
compassion: 

All: Carry our lives close to yours, O God, 

Leader: That your Spirit may empower and 

Confessional Liturgy
Taken from a “Service of World Hunger” produced by seminary students (Alex Becker, Doug Friesema, Erin Foster, Brennan Pearson, 
and Daniel Tipton) in conjunction with Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary’s “Leadership in the Connectional Church” 
course at the national headquarters of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in Louisville, KY. Complete service available online at  
pcusa.org/resource/service-world-hunger.

Winston Carroo
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church and offer a taste of milk and honey 
at the closing of a baptism, with our entire 
congregation encircling the font, sharing 
our hope that with the living waters the 
justice and mercy of God flow from the 
newly baptized like the sweetness of milk 
and honey.

It’s a tenderness. A gentleness. We are a 
more deeply connected community that 
seeks equality and justice thanks to our 
honeybees. These are alternative Holy ways 
that counter an economy that seeks to divide 
and conquer.

Our honeybees aren’t going to solve the 
brokenness of our domestic economy, but 
they connect us closer to the ways of God, 
the liturgy of the Early Church, and the 
radical practices of Jesus, the revolutionary 
Jew from Nazareth. 

Even with the stings that ping, we live with 
gratitude for the tenderness of the honeybee. 

Ghost Ranch. July 2013. 

With the sun’s afternoon light streaming 
over Georgia O’Keefe’s red rocks, I gathered 
with a handful of others in one of Ghost 
Ranch’s community gathering rooms to 
listen to Serene Jones, President of Union 
Theological Seminary in NYC, and Larry 
Rasmussen, Professor Emeritus of Christian 
Ethics at Union, talk about an Earth-
honoring theology and economics.

The theme was clear—a common refrain 
from Jones and Rasmussen, along with the 
participants, was the deep disconnectedness 
in our domestic economy. With food 
insecurity mounting, climate change 
roaring, and a “go get the money, do it 
yourself ” philosophy, we lamented the 
profound divides our U.S. economy creates.

At Church of the Pilgrims PC(USA) we 
have discovered a symbol that we feel 
subverts this dominant paradigm of an 
economy: the honeybee. 

At Pilgrims we have a honeybee ministry—
our urban veggie garden includes three 
honeybee hives filled with close to 40,000 
honeybees. Our bees pollinate our garden, 
creating fresh produce for our Sunday 
afternoon lunch for hungry neighbors. 
In one sense our honeybees are a practical 
response to Colony Collapse Disorder, 
a dramatic rise in honeybee colonies 
collapsing, since late 2006 due to a handful 
of human constructs like increase use of 
pesticides and climate change. 

The bees also symbolize something 
theologically and economically profound: a 
new interpersonal, interconnected economy. 
This became apparent in a concrete way 
after I spoke publically about these ideas at 
the Ghost Ranch gathering.

A participant came up to me after my 

sharing and told me the story of how his dad 
had eight honeybee hives and that he and his 
brother as kids would work alongside their 
dad learning beekeeping 101. It was a short 
story, less than a minute. And it was a tender 
story—full of enough emotion and memory 
to bring tears to the storyteller’s eyes. The 
tenderness came in this image of a parent’s 
connection with his young children learning 
a family craft, a long-standing eco-practice. 
It was a memory that brought a son back to 
the love of his dad who has since died.

In that moment it came to me that it’s this 
type of story where a new economy is born: 
in a tender story and memory of honeybees.

In Pilgrims life with honeybees, we’ve 
discovered the tenderness (minus the 
stings!) our little, fat furry creatures invite 
into our congregation. We created a bee 
blessing for the first installation of our hive, 
invoking the memory of John the Baptist 
clothed in milk and honey and the Israelites 
seeking the land of milk and honey. I watch 
early in the morning as the bees make their 
way out of their hives and gently land on 
flowers in the garden. We mimic the ancient 

Alternative Economy: A Honeybee Ministry
Ashley Goff, Minister for Spiritual Formation, Church of the Pilgrims

The honeybee hive at Church of the Pilgrims is a 
practical response to physical needs in the world but 
also addresses the spiritual ones.

Church of the Pilgrims
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Eccène Joseph

It is particularly important that farmers 
themselves play a central role in the design 
and implementation of any decisions that 
are taken on agriculture, ensuring that the 
policies are practical, make the best use of 
available financial resources, and accepted 
by other farmers. 

Our food systems need to be radically revised. 
We need to go beyond the benchmarks of 
financial gains and short-term agricultural 
yields to systems that ensure nutritious food 
for all. 

Almost 900 million people – about 1 in 8 
– go to bed hungry, not because we don’t 
produce enough food but because our 
production, distribution and consumption 
patterns are neither just nor sustainable. Our 
failure to ensure food for all is one of the 
world’s most pressing problems. 

Continued high rates of hunger demonstrate 
that most mainstream approaches to food 
production have failed us. Despite the 
attention that large-scale agriculture receives, 
an estimated 70% of all food consumed 
globally is produced by small-scale food 
producers. But many of these farmers 
are being encouraged to turn away from 
traditional farming methods towards ones 
that leave them indebted since they need 
to purchase specific seeds, pesticides and 
fertilizers. They become trapped in a never-
ending spiral of costs that has had devastating 
effects on their ability to provide for their 
families and contribute to their communities. 

Climate change is also already having 
a devastating impact on global food 
and agriculture systems. The effects on 
agriculture are set to intensify in the coming 
years through global temperature rise, 
changes in soil moisture, rainfall variability 
and extreme climatic events. For instance, 
areas for rain-fed agriculture, those of which 
are most common for poor farmers in some 
countries in Africa, could be reduced by up 
to 50% by 2020.

We need to be smarter, more responsible, and 
fairer about the ways we produce our food. 
Agroecological methods of food production 
have a proven record of success.

Agroecology combines the sciences and 
practices of agronomy and ecology, while 
adapting to the circumstances of each farm 
or region. Its methods aim to increase 
productivity through enhancing natural and 
sustainable processes, using local knowledge 

and experimentation. In contrast to industrial 
agriculture, which is a linear system that relies 
on costly external inputs, agroecology is a 
circular system of production which recycles 
organic materials into the soil to increase 
nutrients over time.

Agroecology not only preserves the land and 
other natural resources for future generations, 
it actively restores the health of soils and 
encourages habitats for mutually beneficial 
wildlife. Healthier soil means improved water 
and nutrition retention and a greater variety 
of genetic resources leads to a better growing 
environment for plants. Diversifying crops 
also avoids the vulnerabilities in production 
and marketing that farmers encounter if they 
grow only one crop variety.

Agroecology produces more food with fewer 
external inputs and improves income for 
farmers. But there are major challenges to 
increasing the use of agroecological methods. 
Small-scale food producers need information 
and opportunities to learn from each other 
the best practices in traditional methods. 
Farmers also need to be enabled to re-use 
and exchange seeds of their choosing, be 
they modern or traditional varieties, and 
have access to and control over the resources 
required, such as land and water, credit and 
local markets. 

In order to overcome these challenges, 
governments must reform their national 
policies, institutions, and research and 
development agendas to make sure that 
agroecological farming methods are 
supported. This includes investing in local 
infrastructure (storage, processing facilities 
and roads) to make sure that small-scale 
food producers have better access to local 
and regional markets and sell their goods at 
fair prices. Governments can help by using 
produce from small-scale farmers in their 
public procurement schemes, such as school 
meals and hospital food programmes.

Small-scale sustainable solutions to global hunger
Christine Campeau, Food Campaign Coordinator, Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance

The Presbyterian Hunger Program has been engaging 
in agroecological work in Haiti with The Road to Life 
Yard and Moringa Project since 2004. With a small 
group of local farmers, technicians and agronomists 
from the Mouvman Peyizan Papaye (MPP), Mark 
Hare, a mission co-worker in Haiti, has been helping 
to develop a program that focuses on integrated, 
diversified agricultural production, including moringa, 
vegetable tires, rainwater collection and fruit 
production, in the yards of rural homes, which permits 
families to provide for their own needs and beyond. 
“Theologically, we are working to fully unleash God’s 
abundance, which is already present and accounted 
for, both in the land and in the culture and the 
spirit of the people themselves,” says Hare. Support 
agroecology in Haiti by giving online at pcusa.org/
hunger/give to H000007.
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3.  Learn & Act Glocally. Organize a 
community and/or church group to study 
local plants and indigenous seeds. Locally: 
Write a letter to the editor of your local 
newspaper to reinforce the need to safeguard 
these varieties. Globally: Take one of the 
three “Faith in Action” steps. 

4.  Eat Good, Slow Food: Prepare a meal 
for your family using heirloom varieties 
and discuss the nutrient value of wilder 
species versus their domesticated varieties. 
For example, Peruvian Purple potatoes have 
171 milligrams of phytonutrients compared 
to the Yukon Gold variety (5.45 mg) or the 
standard white potato (1.03 mg). 

5. View: Host a screening and conversation 
about the film “Seeds of Freedom.” 

6.  Study: Start a short-term reading group 
to study the articles on Seeds and Peasant 
Sovereignty in the 2013 Right to Food and 
Nutrition Watch, which will be launched on 
World Food Day - October 16. 

7.  Keep seeds: Launch a ‘Seed Keepers’ 
group. Contact Andrew Kang Bartlett for 
information; email below.

8.  Organize an Event: Plan awareness-
raising events during the Week. For example, 
on October 15, 2013 host a Live Streaming 
Event of the Food Sovereignty Prize. How-
To Guide coming soon on the website at 
foodsovereigntyprize.org.

For more information on the issues and 
opportunities for food justice, plus an Action 
Guide with ideas for action surrounding 
Food Week of Action, see the resources at 
pcusa.org/foodweek or contact Andrew Kang 
Bartlett at andrew.kangbartlett@pcusa.org.

The PC(USA) is a member of Ecumenical 
Advocacy Alliance, a broad international 
network of churches and Christian 
organizations cooperating in advocacy on 
food and HIV and AIDS. The Alliance is 
based in Geneva, Switzerland. For more 
information, see e-alliance.ch.

locally grown foods or living wages could 
be outlawed as unjustifiable restrictions 
on trade. 

Food safety, environmental, consumer and 
farmer groups are pushing back, both in 
comments in official processes like the 
“stakeholder” events held at the negotiating 
rounds, and in creative demonstrations all 
over the world. The U.S. National Farmers 
Union and the Japanese JA Zenchu union 
of agricultural cooperatives have joined 
forces to demand that dairy, rice and 
other sensitive products are off the table 
in the trade talks, and millions of Japanese 
farmers have been on the streets to demand 
food sovereignty rather than free trade. 

These issues will move to the front burner 
this fall, with the possible conclusion of 
TPP negotiations moving the talks to 

ratification in Congress and the expected 
introduction of fast track authority, 
which would limit Congress to an up 
or down vote on these trade deals (with 
no amendments) and put strict limits on 
debate. 

Trade policy should start from such goals 
as ending global hunger, enhancing rural 
and urban incomes and employment, 
and encouraging a transition to climate 
friendly agriculture – not from the bottom 
line of multinational corporations. The 
stakes are high for agriculture and food 
systems in all of the countries involved. 

For more information see: Who’s at the 
Table: Demanding Answers on Agriculture 
in the Trans Pacific Partnership, available 
at iatp.org.

General Assembly, wrote, “It is no accident 
that the Farm Bill connects food production 
with hungry people and stewardship of our 
fields and rivers. Long-term food security 
for our nation demands that the three be 
interconnected and considered together. 
Indeed, it would be more fitting to call 
this bill our Food Security Bill, because its 
implications are much broader than farm 
policy.” 

Our Farm Bill touches diverse policy 
from anti-hunger, to energy research, to 
aid for international disaster areas. Most 
prominent among these policies are those 
that connect hungry people to food, and 
those that connect food producers to the 
people they feed. Anti-hunger and farm 
support programs have historically been 
married together, not only because it makes 
good sense to connect food producers to 
food eaters, but also because these different 
interests – rural farm groups and urban 
anti-poverty groups – protect each other 
– usually. 

The Farm Bill used to be an overwhelmingly 
bipartisan bill whose real policy debates 
broke down along regional, rather than 
party lines: rural vs. urban, commodities 
vs. specialty crops, Big Ag vs. small, family 
farms. But this traditional breakdown does 
not describe today’s debate. Today’s debate 
has been a delicate dance between deficit 
reduction and commitment to shared 
priorities; between efforts to reduce the 
size of cuts and outright contempt for poor 
people.

So the answer to the gridlock over the 
Farm Bill does have to do with anti-
hunger advocacy, but it also has to do with 
changing our system – all systems. Work 
against hunger. But also, work for campaign 
finance reform and election reform. Work 
to change the way our culture consumes 
information. Because even after the 2012 
Farm Bill is put to bed, good or bad, these 
staggering challenges will remain… until 
we change them. 

What happened to the Farm Bill?, continued from page 4

Trading Away Food Sovereignty, continued from page 5

Food Week, continued from page1
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» Give
Your financial support enables the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program to witness to 
the healing love of Christ and to bring hope 
to communities and individuals struggling 
with hunger. Give online at  
 pcusa.org/hunger/give.

Or you can write “H999999 Hunger”  
on your check and send to: 
  PC(USA) 
  Box 643700 
  Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

Thank you for your continued support!

Give Us Your Feedback
The PHP Post encourages feedback!  
Submit letters to the editor,  
articles, ideas, or suggestions to  
jessica.maudlin@pcusa.org.  
Please include your complete name 
and contact information. The views 
represented in this publication are 
those of the writer and do not officially 
represent PC(USA) or PHP.

Available Online!
Visit pcusa.org/hunger/resources to 
download a digital copy of this issue 
& previous PHP Posts. Send an email 
to php@pcusa.org to change your 
subscription to email.

Sign up for e-news at: 
 pcusa.org/hunger/subscribe

PHP Food Justice Learning Calls
The second Monday of each month at noon 
(Eastern); 11am (Central); 10am (Mountain); 
9am (Pacific)
Call: 1- 424-203-8075 and Enter 180305#

  » Join

PHP is happy to welcome Bryce Wiebe to our 
staff as the new Associate for Enough for 
Everyone. Bryce, a Yale Divinity graduate, comes 
to PHP from First Presbyterian Church in New 
Haven, CT where he was serving as a Christian 
Educator. He is also a part-owner of a bakery in 
Hastings, Nebraska where he worked and went 
to college majoring in business.


