
When you see a community garden, do you 
see just fruits and vegetables growing or do 
you see a catalyst for positive change?

Celia Ramirez, an immigrant from Oaxaca, 
Mexico, knows her answer to that question. 
She is a living example of the incredible 
things something as simple as a garden can 
do.  

“Instead of getting something from the 
food bank or a dining hall those who take 
part in our programs are able to grow food 
for themselves and their families,” Sarah 
Cantril, Executive Director of Huerto de 
Familia (The Family Garden), told us. 
“Celia was able to feed herself, her three 
children, and grow a surplus.” 

Huerto de Familia is able to serve families 
thanks, in part, to your gifts through the 
One Great Hour of Sharing which supports 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program.  

Across the country, Latino/a  immigrants 
are the highest food insecure population 
even as they contribute to the food system 
and economy that supports each of us. 
PHP works in partnership with Huerto as 
they address the needs of Latino/as in and 
around Eugene, Oregon. 

“We’re not only offering training and 
opportunity but we’re empowering those 
who are often overlooked to finally move 
out of poverty,” Cantril told us. “Resiliency 
comes out of all our programs. It’s so much 
more than ‘just a community garden.’  It’s 

lifting people up and having a place for their 
culture to thrive in a new setting.”

Celia has done so well with her garden that 
she began making tamales with surplus food 
and selling them to her co-workers. Now, 
she drives to nearby farms to sell lunches to 
farm workers.  She also has also gone from 
one who is served to one who is serving 
by sitting on Huerto’s board of directors 
providing a strong voice for immigrants and 
helping, among other things, to strengthen 
the group’s micro-development program.  
Through that program, Celia herself 
learned how to separate personal finances 
from business finances and to develop a 
business plan to grow and enhance her new, 
small business. 

 “Another good thing about our program 
is you start to identify leaders in the 
community like Celia,” Cantril said. “She 
does so much from being in charge of her 

Huerto de Familia: More than a Garden
Jessica Dennison, Former PC(USA) Staff
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A Hunger Justice Journal

What started as a community gardening opportunity 
became so much more for Celia Ramirez, much like the 
simple act of baking for the Day of Dead became an 
opportunity to connect children to an important part of 
their culture.

Huerto de Familia

continued on page 5
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Have you, like me, ever wondered why the 
same situation destroys some people while 
others survive and even live more fully, 
more forgiving, and more loving?  

We know each person is unique and handles 
the same situation differently. If resiliency 
is the capacity to withstand and thrive, we 
can look at the same event or disaster and 
measure why some individuals (or plants 
for that matter) have different capacities 
to withstand and thrive.  

When I think of resiliency, my daughter’s 
face is what I see first.  She never stopped 
fighting to live in the face of severe 
starvation.  Against the odds and with the 
care of nurses and doctors at a Presbyterian 
hospital in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo she survived.  Like a dried up plant 
that appears beyond hope, careful tending 
turned it green and blossoms came forth.  
The nurses kept tending our daughter 
and the drops of milk they put on her lips 
led her back to life.   That experience has 
formed a part of who she is and one of her 
strengths is her resiliency.   

Like all strengths, some people may have 
more initial proclivity.  Through my work 
at PHP, I have seen firsthand that we 
can deepen our capacity to be resilient as 

individuals and as communities through 
actively and intentionally nurturing our 
spiritual connection to God.  There are 
many ways we can do that as individuals, 
and I want to share one that seems 
particularly helpful to me.  The simple 
St. Ignatius practice of reviewing the day 
through these two questions:

Consolation: Where today did I sense God’s 
spirit, God’s love and feel more alive and 
connected?

Desolation: Where today did I feel isolated, 
cut off or distant from God’s spirit?

What I love about that practice is the 
reflection which caused me to see anew 
just how connected we can be to those 
around us. 

PHP works with communities all over the 
world and we see that there seems to be a 
direct correlation between the capacity to 
be resilient and long-term development.  
In fact, we, One Great Hour of Sharing 
ministries (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
PDA, Self-Development of Peoples SDOP, 
and PHP), look for the individuals, 
relationships and assets in a community 
that are factors in a community’s resiliency. 

Full community participation includes 
leadership opportunities as well as 
encouragement to try a variety of solutions 
and create an ongoing learning community 

that has voice and is not isolated but 
connected to other communities.  As my 
mom always said, “It is better to plot your 
own course and learn from your mistakes 
than do perfectly all that you are told to 
do.”   This builds our capacity to respond 
to new challenges.  

Through our relationships with others, 
we know God more fully and we are 
more resilient.  Time and time again, we 
work with incredible communities doing 
incredible things who understand their 
need for one another and God’s spirit 
among them.  

This issue also serves as a mini-annual 
report so you can see the depth and breadth 
of the work you support through gifts to 
One Great Hour of Sharing, CentsAbility 
or Hunger funds.  We are grateful for 
your ongoing donations and also for your 
participation in reflection-action trips, Fair 
Trade, Earth Care Congregations, Joining 
Hands global networks, and food justice 
programs and campaigns.  Together our 
church and communities around the world 
sense God’s spirit and love.  

Enjoy this issue and identify why we selected 
these stories to demonstrate different 
factors that makes these congregations and 
communities more resilient.

Letter From the Coordinator 
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their efforts to deal with the violations of 
human rights suffered by religious minorities 
to practice their religion and beliefs.”

…Those who follow Jesus’s path are called 
to follow his example as builders of peace 
with justice, and affirm that peace constitutes 
a lifestyle that should reflect human 
participation in God’s love for all creation …
we see that all Jesus’ folllowers are to follow 
the example of the widow, both in the church 
and beyond the church.  We are the ones who 
are to protect human dignity, to practice 
justice in our families and our communities, 
and to resolve violent conflicts and to do away 
with all the weapons that destroy hope in 
life…  Let’s persevere like the widow before 
the unjust Judge.

Thus we, in Christian solidarity, not only help 
fellow Christian sisters and brothers but we 
also lend a hand to every person who needs 
our help and cries out for peace and justice 
before those in power.

Today my prayer is that each of us leave here 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to be Christ’s 
collaborators in the fight for justice and peace 
and that in this way there be faith on earth, 
just as the parable concludes.

Taken from an Ordination Service for Kori 
Phillips, Dayton, December 1, 2013

Biblical Text: The Widow and the Unjust 
Judge Luke 18:1-8

…As we read the text that I chose for this 
special moment, we ask ourselves:   why did 
Jesus tell this parable?  For the necessity to 
always pray and not be discouraged.  What 
is the judge like? He neither feared God nor 
respected people.  What did the widow do?  
She went to the judge and asked him, “Grant 
me justice against my adversary.”  What 
moved the judge to do justice?  Was it his 
capacity to be fair? No, it was the widow’s 
insistence; the judge said to himself, “even 
though I don’t fear God nor respect anyone, 
yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I 
will grant her justice so that she may not wear 
me out by continually coming.” 

How does Jesus end this parable?  That God 
will do justice as quickly as possible to his 
chosen people who clamor night and day.  
But Jesus’s most important conclusion is in 
a question to us:  When the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?  Here the 
widow’s faith is expressed in the petition 
before the Judge, “Grant me justice against 
my adversary.”

I have listened to sermons that compare God 
to the Judge who received the widow but 
this isn’t what the beginning of Jesus’s parable 
says.  It says this judge neither feared God nor 
respected people.  And what Jesus concluded 
at the end of the parable is that God does 
justice as soon as possible. We don’t have to 
keep crying out to God for justice—rather, 
it is before the unjust judges of this world 
that we must persist in crying out for justice.

Who are these judges?  I will give some 
examples.  For me they are the governments 
and multi-national corporations who privatize 

water.  My friend Veronica from Argentina 
says that it is noteworthy that the United 
Nations declared that water is a human right 
in 2010. She says it  “is a huge advance in the 
fight for universal access to this resource, even 
though huge challenges exist because there 
isn’t sufficient legislation that regulates the 
extraction of natural resources and the use 
of water sources.” She states that “we have 
to become prophets.  We talk a lot about 
having to raise our prophetic voice, but no 
one remembers that the role of the prophets 
in history has been precisely to denounce the 
powers that oppress and that have created a 
system that is sinful in its very structure. To 
not be able to access a gift of God like water 
is a structural sin.”

Unjust laws are those which deny the rights 
of religious minorities whose rights are 
trampled on by rejection and discrimination.  
This occurs in the majority of countries in 
the world.  Just like the widow we are to call 
on our respective governments “to develop 
policies that offer protection to people 
and communities that belong to a religious 
minority in the face of threats and violent 
acts.”  Likewise, we should appeal to religious 
workers and the leaders of civil society and 
government to concentrate and coordinate 

“Justice will insure there is faith on Earth”
Rev. Gloria Ulloa, Pastor, Coastal Pesbytery 
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Resilliency: Telling the Faith Story, Again
Alexa Smith, Associate, Joining Hands Presbytery and Congregational Support, PHP
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Cathy Murphy of St. Luke Presbyterian 
in Minneapolis, where the presbytery is 
re-catalyzing its partnership in Cameroon. 
For now, Murphy is now immersed in 
TPP work. While the Red Uniedo put 
the campaign forward in Peru, it is just 
as relevant here. “Partly the challenge is 
making policy real. How do I make is 
relevant to my neighbor? One of the 
questions I often raise is: Do you have kids?

“Well, do this for the future.”

Murphy says that it is clear that many of 
these issues are big and will not be solved 
in a lifetime. But that is true for many social 
movements that mattered. 

“It can be overwhelming,” says Karen 
Wilson of College Avenue Presbyterian in 
Alton, IL, and a member of the Giddings-
Lovejoy Presbytery’s Peru partnership. 

“But then, you think, ‘This is really 
important.’ And you just trudge on,” says 
Wilson. “The question then is: How do 
we support each other? Here and abroad. 
People come and people go. But if we coach 
people properly, well, they may come back.”

Resiliency is a given in work done by 
U.S. Joining Hands ( JH) partners who 
collaborate with eight networks abroad 
for change in policy and in corporate 
practice – just ask any of the folks whose 
congregations, presbyteries, or even 
individuals, who feel called to this ministry.

Beginning again –over and over again -- 
may be a biblical theme, and it is easily 
visible amidst social witness. 

“That’s one of the bits of wisdom I learned 
in a political science class in graduate 
school. Policy battles are never over,” 
says Jean Norris, an elder at Montclair 
Presbyterian Church in the Bay Area, where 
the presbytery has a longtime partnership 
with UMAVIDA, an anti-hunger network 
in Bolivia. “There is history there … and the 
other side is always trying to undo what’s 
done.”

Take the Publish What You Pay campaign, 
which was widely embraced by more than 
70 PCUSA presbyteries, who quickly 
understood how corrupt governments 
siphon off resource wealth for personal use, 
while ordinary citizens live on two dollars 
a day or less. That was true especially for 
Presbyterians with long ties to African 
churches. The push came from the PHP 
partner, RELUFA, in Cameroon.

When President Obama signed the 
legislation into law in 2010 and the SEC 
released its rules in 2012, the American 
Petroleum Institute and its allies – minus 
the mining industry – immediately sued 
the SEC seeking exemptions, and, began 
lobbying for legislation to create sweeping 
exemptions.

Both require re-mobilizing Presbyterians 
to tell the faith story, again. 

 Simply put: After more than 100 years of 
ministry in Africa, in particular, it is clear 
that charity cannot resolve hunger and 
poverty. But, if officials are less secretive 
about outside payments, then citizens can 
hold their own governments accountable 
for resource revenue. Perhaps it might be 
redirected into funding clinics or schools 
or building roads and bridges.

The truth is: Secrecy is the often recurring 
theme surrounding the issues that emerge 
through the JH partners.

Why are foods grown with GMO seeds not 
labeled? Why can’t we know what we put 
into our bodies? Why is the Trans-Pacific 
Trade Partnership (TPP) being negotiated 
in secret, with about 600 corporate 
advisors – but no citizen input and little 
Congressional oversight? Why is this true 
when the TPP impacts jobs, food safety, 
the cost of medicines? The issues aren’t easy 
to solve, but not as hard to explain as you 
might think. Seldom are they only relevant 
abroad.  We live in a global economy and 
increasingly feel the ups and the downs.

“For me, this work can be fun,” says 

Cathy Murphy uses her gifts to lead worship at the Joining Hands Together for Justice International Gathering in 2012.
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disasters: “people figure out how to feed 
and clothe and shelter.”2 McKibben ends 
the book with sections on how our food 
and energy systems will change and how 
our communities will need to change in 
order to care for more people and more 
of creation. 

I read the scriptures as truth-filled stories 
of how the Israelites tried to explain the 
sovereignty of God, or on a deeper level, 
what it means to be merely human. Echoing 
God in the book of Job—we were not there 
at the beginning of all things. We are not 
in charge. God is.

What McKibben asserts throughout   (in 
a secular way) is what we people of faith 
know—that the environmental crisis is 
rooted in our deception that we are God. 
But we’re not.

And I think there’s some hope in that—
some resiliency in that knowledge that we 
are not God. Even in the face of something 
so bleak and terrifying as eking out survival 
on a new planet, McKibben finds hope. And 
this reminds me of the task of Christians in 
the environmental movement. We believe 
in a God who broke into the bleakest of 
situations and offered hope when we had 
no reason to hope. And that continues to 
be our task.

I have been fascinated by the intersection 
of faith and ecology for over a decade—
and my faith in God made known to us in 
Jesus Christ has been the major inspiration 
for me as I’ve entered into the ministry of 
caring for all creation. In the last decade, I’ve 
heard the numbers and read the stories and 
seen the images that depict the ongoing and 
increasing environmental crisis. But, still, 
even for me, reading the first half of Bill 
McKibben’s book Eaarth was terrifying. 

Bill McKibben spends the first part of his 
book identifying all the ways that we’ve 
changed the planet. He goes through 
the usual suspects of energy use, carbon 

emissions, food supplies, and how the 
climate is changing. He writes that climate 
change is “no longer a threat at all. It’s our 
reality. We’ve changed the planet, changed 
it in large and fundamental ways. And these 
changes are far, far more evident in the 
toughest parts of the globe, where climate 
change is already wrecking thousands of 
lives daily.”1 And this is the major claim of 
Eaarth: we live on a new planet, so different 
from the planet we’ve known that we need 
a new name for our new planet. He writes 
that this new planet Eaarth will be hotter 
and drier and stormier, and that, indeed, 
is terrifying.

But McKibben does not leave the reader 
without new options for life on this new 
Eaarth. He writes that we’ve long assumed 
that growth is better, but that assumption 
led us to use too many fossil fuels and 
created communities that are unsustainable. 
And so the second part of his book is about 
how we can return to smaller communities, 
communities that are less about nations and 
more about the people next door. These 
new communities will be communities 
that are connected and are made up of 
people who have a variety of skills to offer 
each other. These new communities will 
require that we give up some of the luxuries 
of our carbon-fueled lives, but they will 
also require that we rely on each other 
and grow together. He reminds the reader 
that this is often the case in response to 

Keeping Hope on a New Earth:  A Review of Bill McKibben’s Eaarth
Abby Mohaupt, Pastoral Resident, First Presbyterian Church, Palo Alto

1 McKibben, Eaarth, xiii
2 McKibben, Eearth, 147

kitchen at church to driving pregnant 
women to prenatal appointments to simply 
connecting others to their culture.” 

There is not a central area or meeting 
place for Latinos in the Eugene area. This 
can leave families and individuals feeling 
isolated and alone.  Huerto de Familia also 

provides a place for their culture to thrive 
in a new setting. 

“I remember Celia explaining to the 
children the importance of the Day of the 
Dead,” Cantril explained. “She described 
the ways the bread is decorated, why it 
is placed on the altar and brought to the 

gravesites.   She connected these children 
and their families to their Mexican culture 
and an important traditional food.”

Your gifts mean Celia and others like her are 
welcomed into our communities as God’s 
people–deserving of opportunity, love, and 
support. 

Huerto de Familia, continued from p. 1
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2013: A Year in Review
The Mission:
PHP works to support of God’s vision of the beloved community where all people have sufficient healthy and culturally appropriate 
food. An understanding of what causes hunger in the world is central to finding solutions. Only when we see how hunger is related to 
social, economic and political issues do we comprehend that people are hungry because they lack the resources and opportunity – not 
necessarily the desire or ability – to take part in the decisions that affect their lives. 

While immediate and direct aid is an important part of our work, hunger will always recur unless its underlying causes are addressed. 
Community and agricultural development, corporate responsibility and meaningful public policy, simple living and care for all of 
creation are all essential to help our society end poverty and other ills which cause people’s hunger.

With your help and support PHP was able accompany individuals, families, churches and grant partners around the world as they 
developed new ways of sharing the world’s resources in obedience to the gospel.

131

$1,630,374
25

Hunger Action Enablers that are working to develop strong 
hunger ministries in presbyteries by serving more than 2465 
churches and facilitating presbytery support of a total of 8 
Mission Coworkers.

Earth Care Congregations that 
are part PHP’s Environmental 

Ministries office’s annual 
certification/recertification 

program that recognizes 
Presbyterian churches for their 

commitment to care for creation.

Projects funded with 
generous donations to the 
General Hunger Fund and 

CentsAbility. One such grant was 
given to DIG in Kenya. (See DIG on 
page 7)

Grant dollars given to partners in the US and abroad doing the critical 
work of alleviating hunger and eliminate its root causes. This includes 
94 national grants, 22 Congregation-Based Community Organizing 
grants focused on housing access, 27 HAE grants to presbyteries, and 
36 international grants that allow our partners to do types of work that 
include income generation, public policy advocacy, food security and 
development work. See the complete list at  pcusa.org/hunger/grants

PHP Food Justice VISTAs, (who finished 
their year in February 2014) engaged 295 
congregations, more than 14,000 people, 
and led or helped organize 925 activities 
and events to build the capacity of 
congregations and communities to bring 
more equity, access, and sustainability to 
their food and farm systems.

31

8The Numbers:
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The Financials:
2013 Revenue:
OGHS ..........................................................................................$1,785,536
Hunger Fund/CentsAbility ......................................................$284,380
Specific Projects ............................................................................. $82,866
ECO ................................................................................................... $13,547
Endowment Funds .......................................................................$105,278
Other (Resources, Global Marketplace, Interest, etc) .................. $22,380
Total Revenue  ........................................................................................................... $2,293,987

2013 Expenses:
Administrative Costs ..................................................................$190,024
(Including office expenses, postage, telephones, internet, accounting costs, etc)

Direct Program Costs .................................................................$845,392 
(Expenses related to supporting the work of PHP, including international, national,   
lifestyle integrity and environmental work, as well resource production)

Programmatic work ..................................................................$1,630,374
(including International, National, Hunger Action Enabler and CBCO grants)

Total Expenses* ....................................................................................................$2,665,790.00 

*Difference of $371,803 in Revenue and Expense totals was covered by previous year’s gifts.

OGHS

Hunger/ 
CentsAbility

Specific
ECO Other

Endowments

Programmatic  
     work

National 
$901,315

International 
$729,059

Direct 
Program 
Costs

Administrative 
Costs

10
People traveling as part of the annual 
Nicaragua delegation sponsored 
by Enough for Everyone that 
allows participants to experience 
the benefits of Fair Trade first-
hand and have the opportunity 
to deepen their commitments to 
global discipleship in learning about 
the items we buy.

Students (and 
their families) 

at two primary schools in 
poverty stricken Migori 
District in Nyanza Province 
(Kenya) who will ben-
efit from Development in 
Gardening’s (DIG) Sustain-
able Agriculture School 
Program. The project aims 
to improve school perfor-
mance through producing 

nutritious food for students on school property, generating income 
to support school activities for the neediest students, and educating 
the broader community in sustainable agriculture through outreach 
and home gardens. The project involves the students, PTA, school 
leadership, community elders and local officials to repurpose school 
land for tree nurseries, horticulture and staple crop production, ani-
mal husbandry projects and other activities.

800

OGHS
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In the community garden and orchard, 
they host individual gardens for a group 
of recent undocumented immigrants from 
Latin America, East African refugees, 
and long-time established residents of 
Greeley. A special handicapped-accessible 
plot for developmentally and physically 
handicapped members of our community is 
being prepared.  In addition, they collaborate 
with other community gardens in town to 
provide monthly educational programming.  

In this intergenerational initiative gardening 
skills are also shared including: how to 
compost, how to control pests organically, 
how to preserve food, and how to garden 
with water saving techniques.  They have 
been invited to consider hosting a stand 
at the farmer’s market to boost their 
entrepreneurial skills.

Family of Christ is a small church with 
perhaps 40 participating in worship each 
Sunday, but their reach in the community 
is large.  They encourage community 
involvement and plan to give back a 
portion of the harvest by organizing Food 
Bank gleaning days, participating in a 
community garden bike tour, serving as 
a venue for community education on the 
causes of hunger and poverty, and by offering 
children’s garden programming.  They also 
partner closely with the North Colorado 
Health Alliance’s Make Today Count 
Campaign, a three-year public health and 
wellness initiative. 

Rev. Jennifer Soule-Hill said, “We 
desperately need a space in our city where 
diverse populations can interact and learn 
from one another. While modeling how 
diverse community can learn from and 
support one another, we intend to address 
the widespread gap in poverty and hunger 
between the white population and the 

 Last year in September more than 300 
immigrants lost their trailer homes and 
apartments in the northern Colorado floods. 
Most did not qualify for government aid. 
The community, including the Family 
of Christ Presbyterian Church, provided 
assistance, but many of the immigrants had 
lost homes and vehicles, and some had lost 
everything.

A month after the floods, Nathan Soule-
Hill, a pastor at the Family of Christ 
Presbyterian Church in Greeley, Colorado 
said, “Most who lost everything still can’t 
get into permanent housing,” Adding 
insult to injury, Rev. Soule-Hill said several 
immigrant families from his church were 
targeted with racial slurs as they hunted for 
housing. “They have given out their phone 
numbers as they try to rent apartments, 
and they get phone calls saying, ‘Go back 
to Mexico,’ “ Rev. Soule-Hill said. “That’s 
taken an additional emotional burden.” 

Sonia Marquez, with the Colorado 
Immigrant Rights Coalition, said she has 
received reports that some owners are asking 
for higher rent or for a bigger down payment 
when they learn that potential renters do not 
have documents.

It is in this social and political context that 
Jennifer Soule-Hill, Nathan’s wife and co-
pastor of Family of Christ Presbyterian 
Church came to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program seeking financial support for their 
new Ubuntu Community Garden and 
Orchard, which celebrated its first growing 
season in 2013.  Ubuntu is a place where 
diverse populations come together to grow 
their own food and build relationships.  
They envision Ubuntu as a vehicle for caring 
for the earth, for celebrating the various and 
common roots of folks in the community, 
and strengthening community bonds. 

Rev. Jennifer Soule-Hill explains “Ubuntu 
means “I am because we all are.”  It is a pan-
African concept of interdependency which 
illustrates the kind of relationships Ubuntu 
hopes to model at the gardens.”

“Ubuntu envisions a world of right 
relationships among our neighbors and the 
Earth our home.  We plant seeds to grow in 
friendship and to model neighborliness.  We 
cultivate the Earth to learn from the wisdom 
of Creation and to discover new skills from 
one another.  We harvest the work of our 
hands to celebrate good healthy food and 
to share hope with those who hunger,” said 
Rev. Jennifer Soule-Hill.

Ubuntu: Resilience is Built Upon Community
Andrew Kang Bartlett, National Associate, PHP

Marina, Desi, Angie, Pastor Nathan, Olivia, and Eric take a snack break time during Ubuntu’s weekly community 
garden night. 

Ubuntu

continued on p. 11
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worker-owners belong to the Hotel and 
Restaurant Employees Union (HERE).

Rosario believes COLORS will benefit all 
restaurant workers—not only by providing 
a successful model of “high road” business 
practices, but by actively advocating for 
workers in restaurant owners’ association 
meetings. COLORS also extends its values 
down the supply chain by supporting fair 
trade, sustainable agriculture, and local 
producers.

The venture is also revitalizing an old 
labor organizing strategy of developing 
democratic worker cooperatives. The first 
union in the United States, Knights of 
Labor, wanted “to establish cooperative 
institutions such as will tend to supersede 
the wage-system, by the introduction of 
a cooperative industrial system.” Perhaps, 
in addition to challenging an industry, 
COLORS is modeling a “new” organizing 
strategy for the 21st-century U.S. labor 
movement.

Learn more at colors-nyc.com and rocny.org. 

In the fall of 2005, COLORS restaurant 
opened in the heart of Greenwich Vil-
lage, in New York City. In an elegant set-
ting with Bauhaus and Art Deco touches, 
COLORS offers a creative seasonal 
menu based on favorite family recipes of 
its staff, who hail from 22 countries.

More than an excellent restaurant, however, 
COLORS is one part of a labor struggle 
to revolutionize the New York restaurant 
industry (see “Immigrant Restaurant 
Workers Hope to Rock New York,” Dollars 
& Sense, Jan/Feb 2004). The restaurant is 
a democratic worker cooperative, founded 
by former workers of the Windows on the 
World restaurant (located on the top floor 
of the World Trade Center until 9-11), with 
help from the Restaurant Opportunities 
Center (ROC-NY), a workers’ center 
established in 2002.

New York’s famed restaurant industry 
is built on exploited immigrant labor, 
according to a study commissioned by 
ROC-NY. Only 20% of restaurant jobs 
pay a livable wage of $13.47 an hour or 
higher. Ninety percent of workers have 
no employer-sponsored health coverage. 
Immigrants of color are usually in low-
paying back house jobs like dishwasher, 
food preparer, and line cook. Thirty-
three percent of those surveyed “reported 
experiencing verbal abuse on the basis of 
race, immigration status, or language.” 
Other illegal labor practices are common, 
such as work “off the clock,” overtime, and 
minimum-wage violations, and health and 
safety code violations.

COLORS aims to be different. The 
minimum salary for back house worker-
owners is $13.50 an hour. Front house 
worker-owners are paid minimum wage 
plus tips. Tips are split more equitably 
among the various occupations than the 
industry standard. In addition, every 
worker-owner has a benefits package that 

includes health insurance, paid vacation, 
and a pension.

Worker-owner Rosario Ceia, a 10-year 
veteran of the restaurant industry, says 
working at COLORS has been a radical 
change. Besides providing fair wages and 
benefits to worker-owners, COLORS is 
democratically organized into eight teams 
based on occupation—managers, line 
cooks, prep cooks, waiters, back waiters 
(“bus boys”), runners, dishwashers, and 
hosts. Each team has a representative on 
the board of directors. Rosario is not only a 
back waiter, but also treasurer of the board. 
Everyone participates in decision-making, 
Rosario emphasized, from adopting bylaws 
to choosing the restaurant’s design.

Those in management, such as the executive 
chef, general manager, and wine director, 
play typical roles in providing needed 
expertise to the restaurant. In their day-
to-day relationship with the other worker-
owners, though, they are teammates, not 
bosses. As an additional safeguard against 
abusive hierarchy, all non-management 

A new democratic worker-cooperative challenges the industry
John Lawrence, Professor at The College of Staten Island, City University of New York

 Shardha Young and Oscar Galinda are sticking with the Colors restaurant, which began as an idea to help keep 
together a close-knit group of co-workers who suddenly found themselves unemployed amid the tragedy of losing 
their closest friends.
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An agroecological approach to food 
production, in contrast, values diversity. 
Agroecology conserves biodiversity while 
at the same time empowering small-
scale farmers to define their own food 

South Africa’s agricultural system suffers 
from a legacy of racist policies as well 
as the post-apartheid adoption of the 
neoliberal economic model (for definition 
of neoliberal see pcusa/foodcrisis/glossary. 
The apartheid government concentrated 
land and agricultural resources in the hands 
of the small white minority of commercial 
farmers, while systematically destroying 
access to these resources for the black 
landless and poor small-scale farmers. The 
chemical industrial model today is unable 
to provide in the nutritional needs of the 
poor, concentrating resources such as land, 
water, seeds and wealth in the hands of 
a few farmers and companies. The end 
result is increased hunger and poverty, 
environmental destruction where profits 
is placed above the needs of people. The 
Surplus People Project (SPP) with farmers 
launched agroecological horizontal 
learning sites to spread and deepen our 
collective practice of agro ecological 
production. It is also a space of resilient 
resistance, solidarity and collective action. 

What is agroecology?
Agroecology has emerged as an important 
alternative to industrial agriculture. 
It is the science of applying ecological 
principles to the design of food systems. 
Agroecology reclaims the idea that an 
agricultural system must be viewed as 
an ecosystem. Agro-ecosystems must be 
managed by linking traditional knowledge, 
sustainable agriculture, and local food 
system experiences. Agroecolog y 
combines natural, community and human 
capital, with appropriate technologies and 
inputs eradicate harm to the environment. 
In essence agroecology utilizes the 
knowledge and expertise of farmers.

Why agroecology?
The current global food system is 

dependent upon commercial industrial 
agriculture. By trying to produce food 
cheaply and efficiently, industrial 
agriculture is actually destroying the life 
support systems on which humans depend. 

Agroecology as Resistance
Berenger Frehaut and Seema Rupani, Surplus People Project, South Africa

Because it serves as an alternative to the dominant industrial farming model, agroecology is a symbol of resistance. 
Practically speaking agroecology is a smarter, more responsible way of producing food, which in turn makes a huge 
difference in the lives of small farmers all over the world.

Eccène Joseph
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and environmentally sound approaches 
to food production defined by the people 
of a  particular region themselves. This 
demonstrates agroecology’s potential 
to affect not just regional, but global 
change. Destroying the industrial model 
of agriculture and rebuilding local food 
systems must be premised on the building 
of agroecological alternatives based on the 
needs of small-scale farmers and the poor 
that resist the corporate control over the 
production and consumption of food. 

systems. By combining socio-economic 
and ecological considerations into the 
design of food systems, agroecology is an 
approach that allows us to meet our food 
needs without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet theirs. The 
International Assessment of Agricultural 
Knowledge, Science and Technology for 
Development (IAASTD) conducted in 
2008, composed of over 400 scientist and 
development experts from more than 80 
countries, concluded agro ecological 
production provides more food and 
income to the poor, while at the same time 
providing solutions to the environmental 
devastation and crisis facing agriculture.

What is wrong with indus-
trial agriculture?
Industrial commercial agriculture is 
characterized by practices that have 
high social and environmental costs. 
Much energy and water are wasted in the 
production process. The use of chemical 
inputs makes plants more resistant over 
time, resulting in the application of 
more and more pesticides and artificial 
fertilizers. Spraying chemicals also destroys 
natural habitats, erodes topsoil and 
contaminates fresh water supplies. The 
health of farmers, residents, and consumers 
is at risk from constant exposure to these 
harsh chemicals. The use of genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs) has effects 
on human and environmental health in 
ways we can’t predict. It also puts small-
scale farmers at an economic disadvantage 
by forcing them to rely on expensive 
external inputs. Single cropping leads to 
a depletion of nutrients in the soil, and 
leaves the field more susceptible to disease 
from pests because the crops are made 
to be genetically similar. This model also 
undermines farmer’s rights to land, seed, 
water and determining their own food 
system.

What are the benefits of 
agroecological farming?
In developing countries like South Africa, 
agroecological practices can greatly 
increase productivity and reduce the 
adverse effects of environmental impacts. 
In developing countries, organic systems 
produce 80% more than conventional 
farms (Lim Li Ching, 2009, Is organic 
agriculture productive?). Agroecological 
farming practices conserve biodiversity 
and maintain healthy ecosystems, utilize 
local knowledge, allowing farmers to 
define their own food systems, and are 
proven to be productive and economically 
viable. Thus agroecology has the potential 
to meet food security needs and sustain the 
current global human population without 
putting more farmland into production, 
and without the negative environmental 
consequences of conventional agriculture.

Agroecology as resistance
Around the world, agroecology is 
being viewed as more than a method 
of farming. Agroecology is a symbol 
of resistance. Agroecology has led to 
campaigns like the Right to Agrarian 
Reform for Food Sovereignty, which 
emphasizes the right of small-scale 
farmers and the landless to participate 
in the development of agricultural 
policies that promote food sovereignty. 
Via Campesina, an international small-
scale farmer organization introduced 
the concept “food sovereignty” in 1996. 
Food sovereignty is the right of people to 
define their own food systems, in contrast 
to one’s food system being dictated from 
above by multinational corporations 
and governments acting on behalf of 
these corporations. By viewing food as 
a right, it emphasizes the importance of 
peoples access to land, water, seeds, and 
local resources, culturally appropriate 

Hispanic, recent immigrant, and refugee 
populations.  While acquiring self-reliance 
skills, together we will grow the fruits of 
compassion and justice alongside the growth 
of good food!”

These local programs could consume all 
their energy, but Family of Christ finds links 
to wider concerns. The congregation is on 
a journey of deepening their understanding 
of the root causes of poverty, the push and 
pull factors of global migration, and the need 
for comprehensive immigration reform in 
our nation.  

Rev. Jennifer Soule-Hill explained, “We 
are doing this through participating in 
ongoing education, accompaniment, and 
advocacy and action opportunities, like 
our recent trip to the US- Mexico border, 
our court accompaniment program, and 
our participation in a fair-trade coffee 
cooperative.  This journey has led us to a 
deeper understanding of how multi-national 
trade agreements, the mass industrialization 
of agriculture, US immigration laws, work-
place injustices and discrimination each have 
a daily affect on the food security of our 
immigrant neighbors.  The garden is another 
space to continue to explore each of these 
root causes of poverty, and to alleviate their 
effect of causing hunger in our community.”

Ubuntu, continued from p. 8a
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The Presbyterian Hunger Program is promoting 
experiential trips which analyze the root causes 
of hunger and poverty while calling participants 
to engage in solidarity actions with our local 
and global partners. To learn more about the 
available opportunities visit pcusa.org/trips.

 » GO

» Give
Your financial support enables the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program to witness to 
the healing love of Christ and to bring hope 
to communities and individuals struggling 
with hunger. Give online at  
 pcusa.org/hunger/give.

Or you can write “H999999 Hunger”  
on your check and send to: 
  PC(USA) 
  Box 643700 
  Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

Thank you for your continued support!

Give Us Your Feedback
The PHP Post encourages feedback!  
Submit letters to the editor,  
articles, ideas, or suggestions to  
jessica.maudlin@pcusa.org.  
Please include your complete name 
and contact information. The views 
represented in this publication are 
those of the writer and do not officially 
represent PC(USA) or PHP.

Available Online!
Visit pcusa.org/hunger/resources to 
download a digital copy of this issue 
& previous PHP Posts. Send an email 
to php@pcusa.org to change your 
subscription to email.

Sign up for e-news at: 
 pcusa.org/hunger/subscribe

PHP Food Justice Learning Webinars
The second Monday of each month at noon 
(Eastern); 11am (Central); 10am (Mountain); 
9am (Pacific) 
Visit pcusa.org/phpwebinars to register.

 » Join


