
PPEERR  CCAAPPIITTAA::    AANN  OOVVEERRVVIIEEWW

AA  bbrriieeff  hhiissttoorryy
The earliest mention
of something like a
per capita
apportionment dates
back to the 1700s.
In the mid 1800s, a “plan of
mileage” was adopted by the
General Assembly to defray
the expenses of
commissioners attending

General Assembly meetings
so that everyone could be
present to participate
regardless of distance or
financial resources. Over
time, per capita has been
used to fund “ecclesiastical
and administrative”
functions that are shared by
the whole church. In 1995,
the following definition was
developed:
Per capita is an opportunity for all
communicant members of the 
Presbyterian church through the
mid councils to participate equally,
responsibly, and interdependently

by sharing the cost of co-
ordination and evaluation
of mission; and of perform-
ing ecclesiastical, legisla-
tive, and judicial functions
that identify a Reformed

Church, while at the same time
strengthening the sense of commu-
nity among all Presbyterians 
(GA Minutes, Part I, 1995).

PPaayyiinngg  ppeerr  ccaappiittaa  iiss  ssiimmiillaarr  ttoo
• contributing one’s dish to a

potluck meal 

• paying to be connected to
the Internet

• paying for the benefit of
utilities, such as electricity,
water, and telephone 

• pitching in with other
passengers to pay for
gasoline for a road trip

• participating in community
supported agriculture (CSA)
or a similar co-op
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In essence, per capita is a
set amount of money
(apportionment) per
member that
congregations pay to the
larger Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). Every
Presbyterian shares in the
benefit of the PC(USA)’s
system of government, so
every Presbyterian is
asked to share the
expenses associated with
coordinating and
performing the functions
of that system.

WWhhyy  ppeerr  ccaappiittaa??
Per capita exists as a way for
all Presbyterians to share
costs that belong to the
whole church, to give
meaning to the
interdependent nature
Presbyterian polity.
Per capita is part of the glue
that holds Presbyterians
together. It exists to allow the
whole church to share
equitably in those things that
make us Presbyterian: 

• our theological identity
• our connectedness
• our system of mid
councils that allow elders
and ministers together to
discern the mind of
Christ

• our ecumenical
connections that make us
part of the church
universal

• our core structures that
keep us together as a
church

• our call to work for full
participation in decision-
making

Per capita allows us to work
with other churches to
further the mission of Jesus
Christ around the world.

Exod. 30:11-16 – “…the rich shall
not give more, and the poor shall
not give less, than the half shekel
[for the sanctuary]….” 

1 Cor. 12:7 – “To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good.”

Per capita is part of
the glue 
that holds

Presbyterians
together.

pcusa.org/percapita


