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The Synod

A synod can play an important role of resourcing participants in the preparation for ministry process by coordinating training opportunities for members of presbytery committees overseeing preparation for ministry.

The General Assembly

Primary support of the preparation for ministry process in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at the national level is provided by Mid Council Ministries of the Office of the General Assembly.

· Preparation for Ministry Manager/Assistant Stated Clerk
· Provides guidance, consultation, and resource materials to presbytery committees and commissions overseeing preparation for ministry to assist them with vocational discernment and preparation with inquirers and candidates.

· Provides appropriate vehicles to enable presbyteries to exchange resources, policies, and models for their work with inquirers and candidates.

· Participates in synod and presbytery training events for members of committees and commissions overseeing preparation for ministry, and develops a variety of online and print training materials for both those under care and those who partner with them.

· In conjunction with colleagues providing assistance in constitutional interpretation, provides guidance to presbyteries on particular sections of the Book of Order that deal with preparation for ministry.

· Encourages collaboration between presbyteries and seminaries as they work with inquirers and candidates.

· Works with seminary staff and inquirers and candidates providing guidance on the preparation for ministry and ordination exam processes.

· Serves as liaison with the Ministry Development Council and its centers in support of preparation for ministry.

· Maintains and makes available a list of seminary contact persons and moderators of presbytery committees and commissions overseeing preparation for ministry.

· With the Presbyteries’ Cooperative Committee on Examinations for Candidates (PCC), coordinates the development, administration, and evaluation of ordination examinations.

· Church Leadership Connection (CLC)

· Provides support and training on using the CLC system.

· Tracks and distributes information about broad trends in the call process.

· Provides coaching to candidates seeking their first call.

Additional support is provided through the Presbyterian Mission Agency and its Theology, Worship and Education division.

· Financial Aid for Service 

· Administers scholarships and loans for those preparing for ministry.
· Offers a program supporting educational debt assistance for those accepting calls to temporary and part-time pastoral relationships.
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