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Serving Those Who Have Served  

Reverend Thomas “Thom” Beech, now retired, says the Board of Pensions 
saved his life.   

“Without their help, I’d be out on the street.” 

Rev. Beech spent a lifetime in service to others. For him, it was a calling he never expected. 

“I was already out of high school and working in the service industry when a man stopped in from my 
church,” he says. “I asked the guy why he was going into ministry. He told me about all the social 
ministry and good he would do with his life, and a voice in my head said ‘Why not you?’” 

After attending Westminster Seminary in Pennsylvania, Rev. Beech began his ministry in North Dakota. 
He and his wife could not have children, and they eventually adopted four Native American children in 
need. Rev. Beech credits his children for what began years of ministry with Native Americans. 

“I served with Apaches in New Mexico and later Navajos in Arizona, among others,” he says. “I also 
worked in West Virginia doing ‘tentmaking.’ I’ve always had small churches and farm churches.”  

But in 2003, after a lifetime of service, he found himself alone in Florida struggling to get by while caring 
for his wife, who suffered from Alzheimer’s disease.  Then, someone from Westminster Manor in 
Bradenton, Florida, contacted him asking why he was the only retired Presbyterian minister in the area 
not a part of their community, run by Presbyterians.  

When he explained he could not afford it, the group contacted the Board of Pensions, which offered Rev. 
Beech help through the Income Supplement and Housing Supplement program, supported, in part, by 
your gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering. 

It made a difference, perhaps just when it counted the most. Rev. Beech lost his wife just a year after 
moving into Westminster, but he was not alone.  

“I have hundreds of close friends now. Everybody here cares,” he said. “It might not be as fancy or as 
new as some other places, but it’s really nice, and the friendly people here make all the difference.”  

Please give generously. 


