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Hearing Life to the Fullest 

On December 15, 2013, Elder Debbie Hamrick was reintroduced to a world closed 
off to her for decades—one full of sound.  

“For the first time in 30 years, I felt like a normal person,” she says. “I could hear sounds I hadn’t heard 
before. I didn’t realize that my key made sounds when I put it in my car’s ignition. I didn’t know that my 
door made a sound when I opened it, that the copier made sounds when you push the buttons. I didn’t 
know those, and so many more, things.” 

It all changed for Debbie because of the Board of Pensions’ Shared Grant program, supported, in part, by 
your gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering.  Born with significant hearing loss, she has lost even more as 
she’s aged. 

“I’ve gotten fairly adept at reading lips,” she says. “If I was facing you, I could read your lips and enter 
into conversation. But, if it was a group of people, my husband would have to repeat a lot of things for 
me.” 

Debbie began to feel more alone. She became withdrawn, even from her close friends.  Then she met 
someone else who had been helped through the Shared Grant program. 

Debbie, who works as an administrator at First Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, Alabama, and is the 
recording clerk for her presbytery, also serves as a conference administrator for the CREDO Program.  It 
was while at an event for CREDO that she noticed a person with a hearing aid.  

“We talked about how isolated you feel not being able to hear well, and I started to cry,” she remembers. 
“So she told me how the [Shared Grant] program worked. She told me because I was a member of the 
Board of Pensions, I could apply for help in getting a hearing aid. I’d never thought it would even be 
possible, because they are so expensive.” 

Debbie came up with a portion of the $6,000 needed; her church also came up with a portion, and the 
Board of Pensions matched it.  

“To get this grant changed my life,” Debbie says. “It meant that I could enter into conversations again, 
that I could look forward to being a part of a group of people again, and that I could be a part of this 
world again—a person no longer isolated, but someone who had something more to give.” 

Your gift changes lives. Please give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering. 


