
Peace & Global Witness Offering 
Minute for Mission 

With God, there is a way to peace  

Many in the U.S. view South Sudan as a place of violence with little hope for 

change. That perception leads to one of the most common questions mission co-

workers Revs. Nancy and Shelvis Smith-Mather get. 

“They ask, ‘Why should we be a part of what’s happening there?’” Shelvis 

says. “It’s a valid question, one that is rooted in our fear, but what distinguishes Christians from others is 

our unrelenting hope. We serve an Easter God who tells us over and over again that miracles happen. So 

my answer is ‘How can we not go there?’” 

South Sudan is not only the world’s newest nation but is also one filled with people who have 

experienced the greatest suffering. The Smith-Mathers say the vast majority simply want to heal.  

“While it’s important to acknowledge the violence, it’s equally important to acknowledge those trying to 

work toward peace.” Shelvis said. “It’s a country that has suffered great loss, hurt, and oppression, but to 

see such faith in the midst of such pain is inspiring. One of the main phrases in the town we’re in is ‘God 

is present.’ You can feel overwhelmed, but because God is here, there is hope. This is not the end of the 

story; there is a chance for change.” 

The Smith-Mathers serve alongside South Sudanese at RECONCILE International’s Peace Institute, a 

program formed in 2009 to train leaders to become peace builders in their communities.  

“RECONCILE is an example of South Sudanese Christians who have seen the chaos, despair, and 

historical injustice,” Shelvis says. “They’ve seen all this but want to be a part of making a difference with 

God’s help.”  

Calling the program “uniquely South Sudanese,” he says it addresses issues in a spectrum of ways—

bringing together different regions that have been in conflict with each other, being a part of the healing 

process in communities that experienced direct violence, and training chiefs and elders as well as elected 

leaders in reconciliation. 

“How can we stand back and not be a part of trying to make a difference, not be a part of showing God’s 

love and presence?” Shelvis says. “Sure there is uncertainty, but as Mother Teresa once reminded us, God 

is not calling us to be successful; God is calling us to be faithful.” 



Programs like RECONCILE’s Peace Institute are examples of sharing the peace of Christ. The new Peace 

& Global Witness Offering will help programs like RECONCILE in their quest for peace throughout the 

world. 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering will be used to expand global witness while maintaining 

Presbyterians’ longstanding commitment of working towards peace and reconciliation, especially 

in cultures of violence. Congregations and presbyteries each keep 25 percent of receipts for their 

peace and witness ministries and 50 percent is sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

 

Please give generously to the Peace & Global Witness Offering. 


