
Peace & Global Witness Offering 

Minute for Mission – Colombia Accompaniment  

A Ministry of Accompaniment  
Solidarity in the Face of Intimidation 

The Colombia Accompaniment program is something lifelong 

Presbyterian Emily Brewer learned about from two mission co-workers 

while serving as a short-term accompanier.  

“The Colombian Presbyterian Church decided to be a voice of peace amidst armed conflict,” she 

says. “They requested accompaniers to be the eyes and ears, so that people in the U.S. would 

know what was happening.” 

The program is a way for Presbyterians to be witnesses to nonviolence and solidarity in the face 

of intimidation. At the heart of Colombia’s struggle—land grabbing.  

“The laws that say those who work the land have rights seem to be laws for show,” Barranquilla-

based accompaniers Sally Juarez and David Gifford recently wrote. “As soon as someone with 

power wants a piece of land, whether it is the government, the large wealthy landowners, or the 

cocaine industry, the campesinos (peasant farmers) will be run off, harassed, or even murdered.” 

The Colombian Presbyterian Church is a voice against this oppression and violence, and has 

asked U.S. Presbyterians to stand with their communities. The Presbyterian Peace Fellowship is 

doing so, partnering with the Colombian church. Both have given their time and financial 

resources in an effort to make the accompaniment program work. 

“We go there to learn and hear stories of people who are displaced or have lost family,” 

saysvBrewer, who served as an Uraba-based accompanier. “They are experiencing incredible 

loss and grief, and they are trying to sort that out within their faith community.”  

In the journal she kept during her time in Colombia, Brewer remembered the words of one young 

man named Yeison: “He wanted Americans to know how he felt. He told me, ‘Not everything 



here is drugs and violence. There are lots of us simply striving to live a good life,’ Colombians 

like their life, they just want it to be more peaceful.” 

“We went to the town of El Tamarindo after a young man was murdered,” Juarez and Gifford 

wrote. “There was a spokesperson for the man who claims he’s the ‘real owner’ of the land, the 

paramilitary thugs who ran the farmer off by destroying his crop and home, the military that was 

called in as back-up, a cluster of campesinos who have all worked the unclaimed land for years, 

and the grief-stricken father.” 

“We had nothing to offer the father except our presence, love, and compassion, but in that 

moment of personal connection, it felt important; it felt like it helped. It was what 

‘accompaniment’ is all about, and it was a moment we will never forget.” 

“These are stories that we should all hear,” says Brewer. “We can pressure our government to 

push for a peaceful agreement—through prayer and by writing letters and being a voice for those 

who are suffering.”  

Programs like Colombia Accompaniment share what it truly means to walk alongside our sisters 

and brothers around the world. The new Peace & Global Witness Offering will advance ways for 

Presbyterians to share the peace of Christ in our broken and hurting world. 

This offering be used to expand global witness while maintaining Presbyterians’ longstanding 

commitment of working towards peace and reconciliation, especially in cultures of violence. 

Congregations and presbyteries each keep 25 percent of receipts for their peace and witness 

ministries and 50 percent is sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Please give generously to the Peace & Global Witness Offering.  


