
 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 
Minute for Mission 

Presbyterians Working for Reconciliation  

It’s a case of neighbor fighting neighbor, a place where families are 

grieving the loss of loved ones after years of continued violence. It’s a 

place in need of God’s healing love.  

That is why the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is working in partnership 

and collaboration with the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK), the Presbyterian Church in the 

Republic of Korea (PROK), and the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) throughout 

the Korean peninsula, where North and South Korean families are suffering. Out of shared faith 

and concern, the two churches are focusing on three areas of ministry: evangelism, addressing 

poverty, and reconciling those whose lives have been marred by violence.  

While each church has spoken for peace and justice on the Korean Peninsula in the past, this 

marks a new era where representatives of PCK and PC(USA) have made a joint commitment 

toward reconciliation. Their statement, written during a consultation at Louisville Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, reads, “Through our shared mission, we offer a 

prophetic word to forces within the Church and in the world that divide the Body of Christ and 

human communities.” 

It’s an effort allowing Presbyterians at home and in Korea to focus on grassroots outreach and 

discipleship; community-based development, education, and health programs that address the 

root causes of poverty; and supporting victims of violence in “post-conflict zones through trauma 

recovery.” Meeting to reassess the needs of those they’re seeking to help, the churches continue 

working to empower women, stand in solidarity with immigrants, and prevent human trafficking.  

It’s a lesson in putting faith into action that Presbyterian youth and young adults are witnessing 

and taking part in through the Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) Program. The YAVs serve on the 

campus of PCK Hannam University in Daejeon, where mission co-workers Kurt Esslinger and 

Hyeyoung Lee, a married couple, are site coordinators. The YAVs help extend the ministry of 

the university in the surrounding community through their work with children and families who 



are economically disadvantaged. Many of the people served by the YAVs are recent immigrants 

who face discrimination and exploitation.  

The Peace & Global Witness Offering will be used to expand global witness while maintaining 

Presbyterians’ longstanding commitment of working towards peace and reconciliation, especially 

in cultures of violence. Congregations and presbyteries each keep 25 percent of receipts for their 

peace and witness ministries and 50 percent is sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

Please give generously to the Peace & Global Witness Offering.  


