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Gun Violence 
Offering hope amidst senseless gun violence

August 3, 2013, was a typical Friday in the Shoushtaris’ (Shoosh-tari) Los Angeles home. 
Marsha and Mano, parents to Ea (e-ah), Bijan (bee-szan), and Samantha, went to work. 
Ea and Bijan attended school and Samantha went about her day. All looked forward to the 
bright, sunny weekend ahead.

After school, Bijan visited his girlfriend; when he left, he and 
two buddies decided to do what thousands of other teenagers 
across the country do on Friday nights—cruise around town, 
play music, and meet up with friends. 

The phone call that woke up Marsha and Mano later that 
evening is also, unfortunately, all too common across Southern 
California—and the entire nation. While riding on Crenshaw 
Boulevard, Bijan was shot three times—a victim of mistaken 
identity. Two days later he succumbed to his injuries; his killer 
remains at large.

“Losing my son was like a shot to my own heart,’ says Marsha 
Shoushtari. “I still cannot believe Bijan is gone, but I remind 
myself that he was, like my other children, on loan to me.”

Marsha, an active member of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church for more than 40 years and an ordained deacon and 
elder, takes comfort in 2 Corinthians 5:

“For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built 
by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed 
instead with our heavenly dwelling, because when we are 
clothed, we will not be found naked.”

Bijan, an aspiring firefighter and lead acolyte on Communion 
Sundays at Westminster, had a relationship with God, which 
gives his family some sense of contentment. “I know who he is 
and where he is,” says Marsha. “He woke up whole, happy, and 
pain-free in the arms of Jesus.”

The Peace & Global Witness Offering inspires the faith  
needed for forgiveness and reconciliation and equips  

and connects Presbyterians to respond to cultures of violence, 
including our own. 

Tapping into her faith and love from her family, friends, and 
congregation and presbytery members, Marsha started a 
community-wide campaign called “Stop the Violence—Save 
Lives.” Modeled after PC(USA)’s “Stop the Violence” petition 
campaign, “Stop the Violence—Save Lives” offers solace to gun 
victims’ families. In turn, the Presbytery of the Pacific offers 
the antiviolence movement, a platform from which to reach 
out to the community. “Stop the Violence—Save Lives” and 
the presbytery jointly held a successful blood drive in memory 
of Bijan and another young man named Joseph, who was also 
shot and killed.

“I get random phone calls from families who are gun violence 
victims who know my story and want to share theirs,” says 
Marsha. “I’m able to tell them that my strength comes from my 
faith in Jesus Christ.” 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering is used to expand 
global witness while maintaining Presbyterians’ longstanding 
commitment of working toward peacemaking and 
reconciliation, especially in cultures of violence. Congregations 
and presbyteries keep 25 percent of receipts for peace and 
witness ministries of their choice and send 50 percent to the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency.

Please give generously to the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering to help transform cultures of violence into 
communities of peace. 


