
2015 Pentecost Offering – Children at Risk  
 
 
Living the Lives for which They were Created 
 
 In our American society today, children constitute the poorest age cohort in our country. 
Nearly 17.7 million children are poor, and 6.5 million of them are extremely poor—surviving on 
less than half the poverty-line income. 
 
 The vulnerability of these children is a risky proposition not only for them, but for the 
nation and its future. Children have no capacity to help themselves—they are dependent, with no 
vote and no skills to gain what they need to thrive. While many are blessed with loving and 
capable families, others are not. Some loving families are themselves mired in circumstances 
which thwart their own hopes and dreams for their children. Jesus, whose own attention to the 
well-being of children was a hallmark of his ministry, calls the church to “remove the stumbling 
blocks” that cause these little ones to falter.  
 

Here are ways other congregations use their portion of the offering to remove these 
stumbling blocks: 

 
In the suburban setting of Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, 
children from the William Dick Elementary School 
in North Philadelphia come to Bryn Mawr 
Presbyterian Church twice a week for a tutoring 
program focused on reading but including 
enrichment programs in the music, arts, yoga, and 
nutrition. Tutors are recruited from 10 neighboring 
high schools—both congregational members and community residents are welcome. The 
program, now in its 50th year, is so popular that, both among students and tutors, 
successive generations of the same family participate. 

At First Presbyterian Church in Shelbyville, 
Kentucky, a literacy and tutoring program for 
children arriving from Central America was 
developed in 2002 in consultation with local 
teachers. In an ecumenical spirit, four 
congregations sponsor the tutoring program 
in a community committed to the success of 



all its children. These children now have the help they need to overcome a language 
barrier and are completing school, getting jobs, and going on to college. 

For more than 20 years, the Starmount Presbyterian Church in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, has helped to resettle families from sub-Saharan Africa and Syria. The 
congregation offers practical help to children in newly resettled families in order for them 
to succeed in school: clothing, school supplies, backpacks, and calculators. Committed to 
helping all children have educational success, Starmount also uses a portion of its 
Pentecost Offering to support the work of the Black Child Development Institute, which 
has improved and protected the quality of life of children, youth, and families in the 
Greater Greensboro community since 1978.  

Through the Pentecost Offering, every Presbyterian has the opportunity to “see” the 
Christ in need within the faces of children at risk and to act to enable these children to live the 
lives for which they were created. 
 
Please, give generously. 


