
 

Wayfinding: God’s Spiritual Signposts in the U2 Eucharist  

 
 
A newly confirmed youth member suggested several months ago that we might be able to hear 
God’s voice rise from an unexpected place — rock music. With that prompt, our worship 
community embarked on a liturgical path marked with spiritual discoveries, a kind of spiritual 
wayfinding in our media-saturated world. This spring we offered our first U2 Eucharist, a worship 
service that replaces hymns with the recorded music of the rock band, U2.  
 
Originally developed by an Episcopal priest, Rev. Paige Blair, this ministry is a celebration in 
which driving rhythms and spiritually-impassioned lyrics of justice and faith cascade into the 
traditional liturgy of the Eucharist. The collection taken during the service offers a tool for 
alleviating world poverty as outlined in the UN Millennium Development Goals, reminding us of 
our community with the most desperately poor people on earth and providing such practical 
assistance as insecticide-embedded mosquito nets for those living in malaria-ridden areas.  

We do not approach the U2 Eucharist casually, even though the electronics and rock riffs might 
seem to call for unceremonious treatment. Instead of having the shallow experience of hearing 
popular music without giving thought to its meaning, we make a pilgrimage within our sanctuary 
to worship, to listen, and to respond to the messages expressed in the lyrics: hospitality, 
compassion, justice. 

I waited patiently for the Lord / He inclined and heard my cry / He brought me up out of the 
pit/ out of the miry clay . . . How long  / to sing this song . . . lyrics from U2’s “40” 

We select songs from the band’s recordings based on tempo and lyrics that fit and enhance the 
order of worship. We celebrate Communion at five stations placed throughout the sanctuary, 
stretching us from old habits and leading us into new ways of approaching God and each other. 
We project images of our global community to remind us of our physical place and our spiritual 
path – to recognize how small we are as individuals and how powerful we can be when we join 
together.  

One love / One blood / One life / You got to do what you should / One life / With each other / 
Sisters / Brothers / One life but we're not the same / We get to carry each other / carry each 
other . . .  – lyrics from U2’s “One” 

In our over-stimulating environment, it’s all too easy to feel small and insignificant, without a 
voice, without a story to call our own.  How, then, do we recognize the spiritual signposts that 
help us find our way as individuals and communities?  Where are the pillar of cloud and the pillar 
of fire for our generation?  Where do we find our compass? We live in an era of new and 
unfamiliar landscape. In the past our churches, our friends, our community oriented us, helped us 
find our way. Sam Keen has said that  

We are the first generation bombarded with so many stories from so many "authorities," none 
of which are our own . . . three television screens … giving three sets of stories; fax machines 
bringing in other stories; newspapers providing still more stories. In a sense, we are saturated 
with stories; we're saturated with points of view. But the effect of being bombarded with all of 
these points of view is that we don't have a point of view and we don't have a story. We lose 
the continuity of our experiences; we become people who are written on from the outside. 
(http://samkeen.com/fontsize2bwonderingsbfontp/) 



We are often lost in our very own communities. If you are feeling lost in a large public place, you 
can find comfort in the map with a large red mark that boldly states: You are here!  Spiritual 
wayfinding, however, leads us to a place where many of the usual signposts do not make sense, 
where we search for maps and markers that tap something unique within us and guide us to a 
place where God is speaking. 

But I still haven’t found what I’m looking for . . . You broke the bonds and you /  Loosed the 
chains /  You carried the cross / You took my shame / You took the blame, Lord / You know I 
believe it . . .  -- lyrics from U2’s "I Still Haven't Found What I'm Looking For" (live from 
Mexico City) 

How are we looking for our path? Our personal stories call for exploration and pilgrimage: Who 
am I? Where do I fit? How do I tell others who I am? How do my relationships influence my 
identity? Should I fit into society, or should society accommodate who I am? Does life have any 
meaning or purpose, and if so what is it? These are the questions we ask, and we wish for a sort 
of spiritual global positioning system (GPS), a shortcut. However, a shortcut offers an inflexible 
path that does not leave room for exploration.  

The worship experience of the U2 Eucharist offers us a place for the pilgrimage, a place where 
we can find our way. Signposts for spiritual journeys have often come in the form of popular 
music. Simon and Garfunkel’s Bridge Over Troubled Water served as one powerful example that 
carried many young people through faith journeys. Our pilgrimage amidst the “gentle indifference 
of the world” (Camus’ description) gives us these words from Bono:  

Have you come here for forgiveness / Have you come to raise the dead / Have you come 
here to play Jesus / To the lepers in your head . . . — lyrics from U2’s “One” 

Bono places the words of the Bible as a signpost in many of his songs, inviting the listener to 
connect on a deeper level.  What do the words mean?  In our search for meaning, we draw on 
our Christian tradition and hear the words with new ears.  We search deeply together, and the 
music follows the people into their cars and homes. And the mission is not forgotten; thousands 
of dollars, given in recognition of our common humanity, finds its way to those in need — another 
signpost planted in our spiritual wayfinding journey. 
 
Reflecting on how to work within the U2 architecture of worship, a dialectical pattern has  
emerged —  
 
 Thesis: The liturgy underlying the U2 Eucharist is ordered, predictable, secure, and 
comforting. 
 
 Antithesis: The improvisation between the lines of the liturgy throws our expectations off and 
disorients us: Is this a concert, or a political action agenda dressed up as worship?  
 
 Synthesis: Disorientation takes worshippers to experience a surprising reorientation. God’s 
mysterious presence is enunciated: The wild and wondrous Spirit of the living God is moving 
among us all, and we recognize the signpost : We are here and God is with us! * 
 
 
This liturgical adventure has been exciting but daunting. The format grates upon the music and 
worship sensibilities of many, and the rock-concert effect requires the worship leaders to be ever 
mindful of the tension that lives between theatre and worship. Yet there are exciting surprises. 
Peering from the narthex into the 1868, Tiffany-window-graced sanctuary as it is punctuated with 
loud rock music, hand-clapping, streamer-waving, dancing in the aisles, we are seeing a crowd 
diverse in its theological, biblical, liturgical, and political perspectives — who say they come, in 



part, out of their wish to revel in the mystery of God and at the same time to give of themselves 
with offerings that have literally saved the lives of others around the globe. 

By stepping away from the usual atmosphere of worship while still holding onto the traditions that 
nourish our community of faith, we find that our eyes and ears open to the Spirit, renewing our 
vision and revealing to us the signposts on our journey.  The word of God lives, breathes, and 
moves us all in powerful ways . . . even through rock music!  And our pilgrimage leads us to new 
perspectives on our faith, on our community, and on our vast potential to love and serve each 
other. 
 
 
——— 
 
For more information about the U2 Eucharist at First Presbyterian Church of Springfield, visit our 
website: lincolnschurch.org/Eucharist.htm 
— or email info@lincolnschurch.org <mailto:info@lincolnschurch.org> for liturgy, “talking points,” 
or to arrange phone conversation. 
 
 
 
* The dialectical consideration of the U2 Eucharist is an adaptation of Walter A. Brueggemann’s 
description of faith being a movement — from being securely oriented — to being painfully 
disoriented — to being surprisingly reoriented. — Praying the Psalms by Walter Brueggemann 
 
 
 
 

 


