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The Gospel and the Scriptures have meaning for the whole of human
life. The ministry of the church, while beginning with “the
equipping of the saints,” must concern all those ties that link humans
together in a society. God sends the church on a mission to be light
and salt to all society... Church and government are both called to
“serve the Lord.” ...The individual Christian serves God in both the
church and the rest of society. Discipleship consists in the awareness
that “during one’s whole life one has to do with God” (Calvin). But
such discipleship is not only a personal, individual calling. The
sovereign Lord works not only in the depths of individual souls but
also in the organizations, the institutions, and the movements of
human history... (Minutes, 1983, Part |, pp.776 -778)

The Washington Office of the Presbyterian Church (USA) has
designated this date as the culmination to our goal of joining election
activities and Christian perspectives together, to promote an
informed Christian citizenship before our next national and state
elections.

Our election-year packet “Christian & Citizen” is available online
from the Washington Office.
www.pcusa.org/washington/christiancitizen.htm
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We hope you, your congregation, or your presbytery will use
“Christian & Citizen,” to help you wrestle with the issues of this
year’s political campaigns. We have tried to identify the major
issues of the campaigns and to lay alongside them the guidance as
voted by the commissioners at various Presbyterian General
Assemblies. These statements are based on a Reformed Theological
understanding of the biblical message and a belief that God works
through the assembled commissioners of the Church. General
Assembly policy statements are seen as advice and counsel to
Presbyterians during times of elections.

The online packet contains a variety of materials:

Personal Reflection and Group Study Guide

Five-Session Study Guide

Do’s and Don’ts for Congregations During Election Times
National and State Level Advocacy

Holding a Candidate Forum in Your Church

Guidelines for Presbyterians During Times of Disagreement
Implementation of Charitable Choice/Faith Based Initiatives
Non-Partisan Electoral Sites

Useful Advocacy Websites

Worship and Selected Resources

Voter Registration Information

How to be An Effective Advocate

Get Involved enrollment information

Clarifying the Guidelines for Non-Profit Lobbying

Perhaps You Could Run for Office

We must make our witness together to make it count. This Packet,
with resources and programs from the Washington Office, enable
Presbyterians to work in a practical way to lift up the vision of a just
and compassionate society. This collective effort allows each of us
to take a small part in the Church’s ministry for shaping our world.

Politically, what counts most is the knowledge that voters back home
care about an issue: You are the key to the public policy ministry of
the Presbyterian Church (USA). The “Christian & Citizen” resource
provides an easy-to-understand synthesis of these policies, adapted
and interpreted with current issues and political struggles in mind.
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