June 20, 2003

President George W. Bush

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We have serious concerns about the recent letter sent by Secretary Thompson to
the sponsors of the Immigrant Children’s Health Improvement Act (ICHIA). The
letter argues that, because of budgetary considerations and because legal
immigrants are eligible for other services, the Administration may not support
allowing the states to cover legal immigrant pregnant women and children in the
Medicaid and SCHIP programs. At a time in which the Administration is
supporting a tax cut of hundreds of billions of dollars, the argument that $2.24
billion is too much to spend for a program is not only unpersuasive, it is insulting.
This is especially true given that providing vital preventive care is likely to save
money in the long run.

Secretary Thompson’s letter cites state budget difficulties as a reason to think
twice about optional expansions to Medicaid and SCHIP. Yet precisely the
opposite is true — states need ICHIA to be able to provide health coverage to
these pregnant women and children more desperately today than ever because
of their fiscal constraints. Many states have created replacement programs with
their own dollars to provide these services; in this difficult fiscal environment
these states are best served by the option to cover these populations with federal
support. Indeed the National Governors Association’s official policy specifically
endorses the state options encompassed in ICHIA.

We are also unpersuaded by the argument that immigrants receive other kinds of
coverage. Emergency medical care has been offered under Medicaid for many
years; it is no substitute for adequate prenatal care or primary care for children.
Similarly, while Secretary Thompson points out that the Administration has
promulgated rules that allow for the coverage of the fetuses of immigrant women,
we are offended by the notion that the Administration would not support the
extension of health services to legal immigrant children who are already born.

Moreover, we support the Administration’s proposed increase in funds for
community health centers; however, these centers generally offer primary care
services, and cannot take the place of comprehensive coverage if a child has a
chronic iliness, breaks a leg, or has other medical needs that require specialty
care. Itis unreasonable to direct legal immigrants -- whose tax dollars support
the Medicaid and SCHIP programs -- to community health centers because the
federal government refuses to provide states with the option to provide them with
coverage. Similarly, we are grateful for the Administration’s support of the



reinstatement of eligibility for food stamps to legal immigrants; however, food
stamps provide little comfort to a child with a medical problem.

Mr. President, you have said on many occasions that immigrants and their
families contribute enormously to our nation. Their hard work, their tax dollars,
and their commitment to the future of this country are an enormous asset. We
support the enactment of ICHIA because we believe it is smart public policy, and
it is the right thing to do. We urge you in the strongest possible terms to do the
same.
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