PASS THE SECOND CHANCE ACT

October 31, 2005

The Honorable Arlen Specter The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate United States Senate

711 Hart Senate Building 433 Russell Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Specter and Senator Leahy:

We very much appreciate your support of the bipartisan Second Chance Act (S.1934). As you
well know, this legislation will increase public safety by reducing recidivism among the more than
650,000 persons who reenter society each year from prisons and the thousands more who return from
jails. It is a direct response to President Bush’s 2004 State of Union Address which called for action
when he said, “[w]e know from long experience that if they can’t find work, or a home, or help, they are
much more likely to commit crime and return to prison.”

Momentum to improve the nation’s response to people leaving incarceration has been building
dramatically over the last two years. Following the President’s leadership, the Department of Justice,
last year, organized a national conference on reentry addressed by the Attorney General and two other
cabinet members. Interest in that conference among criminal justice professionals and reentry
organizations was so high that registration had to be closed weeks before the conference began. Earlier
this year, the Council of State Government published a major “Report of the Re-Entry Policy Council:
Charting the Safe and Successful Return of Prisoners to the Community.” The National Association of
Counties and the United States Conference of Mayors’ Center for Faith-based and Community
Initiatives have also focused recently on prisoner reentry. The National Governor’s Association
established a Prisoner Reentry Policy Academy and last month published an important issue brief on
“Improving Prisoner Reentry Through Strategic Policy Innovations,” which we have enclosed.

With the leadership of federal, state, and local government, and strong commitments from the
criminal justice and law enforcement community, as well as from those who work on substance abuse
treatment, family and child welfare, education, employment, family violence prevention, community
corrections, housing, mentoring and disability rights, the current high recidivism rates can be
substantially reduced, providing a better investment of scarce public funds.

Passage of the Second Chance Act (S.1934) this fall is urgently needed to ensure that the reentry
reforms that began under President Bush’s leadership, move forward and begin to touch the thousands
who are returning to our communities every day.



We know that the Judiciary Committee has a number of important issues to consider before
adjournment. We urge you to do all you can to pass the Second Chance Act (S.1934) this fall. Please
know that we stand ready to assist you in any way possible.

Thank you for your continued efforts to reduce recidivism and improve public safety by
strengthening institutional and community reentry programs. Passage of the Second Chance Act
(S.1934) will better protect our communities by working towards a more effective, rational, and cost-
effective correctional system. Again, your leadership on this critically important issue is greatly

appreciated.

Sincerely,
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