CHILD CARE ¥5% NOW!

February 10, 2004

Dear Senator:

On behalf of the hundreds of thousands of families waiting for safe, affordable child care, we are writing
to urge you to support the Snowe-Dodd amendment to the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
reauthorization bill. This amendment adds $6 billion in mandatory child care over five years, for a total
of $7 billion in much-needed funds in the final Senate bill. This $7 billion is on top of baseline funding.

As the enclosed news stories and opinion pieces indicate, low-income familics across the country who are
working hard, yet still struggling to support their families, are not able to access child care assistance or
are losing the help they currently receive that allows them to move toward self-sufficiency. From coast to
coast, states facing grim budget pictures and no growth in federal support, already have cut corners to
make up for the inadequate funding. Many states saw a significant jump in the number of low-income
working families on their waiting lists for assistance in 2003, producing staggering waiting list totals.
Only one in seven children eligible for child care assistance through the CCDBG currently receives it, and
in some states low-income working families cannot even apply for assistance. According to the General
Accounting Office, 23 states have changed their child care policies since 2001 such that fewer families
are able to access help.

Here is a small sample of the stories that follow to illustrate this crisis:

Jacksonville, FI—“Kelli Gunter, a single mom who works full time, has been looking for help with
day care for her son, Keilan. Gunter told Channel 4’s Jim Piggot that she’s doing all she can to
keep off welfare, but she keeps getting turned down for child-care assistance... Funding for day care
has not increased for the city since 2001...‘More people are living here, more people are needing
support with child care, but the dollars have remained the same,’ said Linda Lanier, the
[Jacksonville Children’s] commision’s executive director.”—News4Jax. com, January 5, 2004

Arizona—*Parents of nearly 8,000 children on a waiting list for help with child-care costs are
making tough choices about what to do with their kids while they’re at work. One in 11 families is
leaving children home alone,... other parents are putting 9- and 11-year olds in charge of younger
siblings,... A third of families had to change their work hours, and nearly one out of eight had to
quit jobs because of the high costs of child care.”—The Arizona Republic, January 14, 2004

Guarantecing that families who receive welfare cash assistance, or those who are transitioning off of
welfare, get the child care help they need to find and keep a job is critical to these families” independence.
However, low-income working families who are not receiving TANF, vet who are still struggling to
provide for their families and remain self-reliant, cannot be overlooked in this debate. Welfare reform
will not be #ruly successful until these families get the child care help they need to go to work knowing
that their children are safe and well cared for.

Without the additional child care funds in the Snowe-Dodd amendment, the bill reported out by the
Senate Finance Committee would lead to 430,000 children losing child care assistance by 2008, given the
rising costs of providing care and increased demand from higher work requirements on TANF recipients.
American parents working to support their families should not be asked to sacrifice their children’s
welfare. Please strongly support and cast your vote in favor of the Snowe-Dodd amendment when the
TANF bill is debated by the full Senate.

Sincerely,
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