January 10, 2006

The Honorable George W. Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

In October 2005, severe floods and mudslides caused by Hurricane Stan
devastated parts of Central America and southern Mexico. We write to encourage a
generous U.S. response, and urge you to provide additional reconstruction
assistance to affected countries and grant Temporary Protected Status (TPS) to
Guatemalans and renew TPS for Salvadorans living in the United States.

Guatemala was most severely affected by Hurricane Stan; entire
communities were buried by mudslides. The United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) estimates that over 600 people were
killed and over 800 remained missing at the end of October. Almost 35,000 houses
were damaged or destroyed and approximately 475,000 people were affected by the
storm. El Salvador suffered through a volcanic explosion, then was hit by Stan.
Seventy-one people died, and more than 72,000 people were evacuated to shelters.
There was damage as well in southern Mexico, along the Mexico-Guatemala border.

Three months later, Central Americans face a serious food shortage due to
destruction of crops and livelihoods. The United Nations World Food Programme
has issued an urgent appeal to donors to help feed an estimated 285,000 victims of
Hurricane Stan, facing a severe hunger crisis this winter.

A practical way in which the United States can help Central Americans help
themselves is to provide Temporary Protected Status to Guatemalans and renew
TPS for Salvadorans living in the United States, who together send an estimated
$4.5 billion per year in remittances to their families. Their contributions to the
reconstruction of their countries are essential, and we strongly urge you to grant
TPS, as soon as possible, in light of the magnitude of the disaster facing the region.
While we recognize the political sensitivities involved, this one action could contribute
substantially to reconstruction.

In addition, we believe the United States should designate additional
reconstruction assistance beyond the development assistance included in the FY06
budget, which maintains aid to Central America at previous year levels. We
appreciate that USAID has provided some emergency assistance but believe that a
substantial increase is necessary for Guatemala and El Salvador. Given the series
of humanitarian crises around the world in the last several months, we are deeply
concerned that the response to Hurricane Stan has not been adequate. We are



convinced that the United States must make a more generous response to this
year’s terrible natural disasters, both in our own country and abroad.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue.
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To respond to this letter, please reply to Lisa Haugaard, Executive Director, Latin America Working
Group. 424 C Street, NE, Washington, DC 20002 lisah@lawg.org Ph: 202-546-7010 F: 202-543-
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