
Religious Voices for UNFPA

January 20, 2004

President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC  20500

Dear President Bush,

As people of faith and leaders in the religious community, we are deeply concerned that you are
considering not funding the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). We urge you to release the full
appropriation of $34 million for the UNFPA in the Fiscal Year 2004 Budget. Religious leaders actively
supported the founding of the UN and continue to believe that the UN and its agencies are critical
vehicles for world peace and justice.  We recognize the importance of the United Nations in providing the
world with humanitarian assistance, especially to those living in developing countries. As a UN agency,
UNFPA is vital to the reproductive health needs of women, men and their families by providing life-
saving services such as family planning, and HIV/AIDS prevention, counseling and services to people
living in developing countries around the world.

As people of faith, we understand that women and men must have access to information and services so
they can act morally and responsibly in their sexual behavior. We also understand that when family
planning services are not available to women and men, women�s health and livelihood suffer. Highly
respected religious leaders have supported modern family planning as a moral good. Anglican Bishop
Desmond Tutu has stated, �Planned parenthood is an obligation of those who are Christians. Our church
thinks we should use scientific methods that assist in planning families.�

As people of faith we oppose any coercive measures in reproductive health. We believe that UNFPA has
been unequivocally committed to providing informed and voluntary family planning. The agency has
used, and continues to use, its stature as a UN agency to help governments, like China, to move more and
more towards respect for the rights of women and men to decide for themselves on the number and
spacing of their children and to move away from draconian practices.  The agency deserves and needs
your support.

Again, we respectfully urge you to respond with compassion and provide $34 million for the UNFPA to
help them promote the health and well-being of women and families around the world.

Sincerely,

Organizations listed for identification purposes only. Signed by more than 170 representatives of
religious organizations, including:



US Religious Leaders:

Mia Adjali
Methodist
Executive Secretary for Global Concerns
Women�s Division, General Board of Global
Ministries, United Methodist Church
New York, New York

Rev. Dr. Gloria Albrecht
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Professor of Religious Studies
University of Detroit Mercy
Detroit, Michigan

Rabbi Rebecca Alpert
Associate Professor of Religion and
Women's Studies
Temple University
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Marsha Atkind
Jewish
President, National Council of Jewish
Women, Inc.
New York, New York

Barbara Avery
Unitarian Universalist
Director, Ohio Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice
Columbus, Ohio

Rev. Steven Baines
Baptist
Senior Organizer for Religious Affairs
People for the American Way
Washington, D.C.

Linda Bales
Methodist
Program Director, Louise and Hugh Moore
Population Project, General Board of
Church and Society, United Methodist
Church
Washington, D.C.

Joy Barnes
Roman Catholic
Executive Director
Women�s Ordination Conference

Fairfax, Virginia

Marcie Berkson
Secretary, Iowa Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice
Member, Tifereth Israel Synagogue
Iowa

Rabbi Barry H. Block
Temple Beth-El
San Antonio, Texas

Tess J. Bobo, D.O.
Unitarian Universalist 
Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice, Texas
San Antonio, Texas

Rabbi Balfour Brickner
Senior rabbi emeritus
Stephen Wise Free Synagogue
New York, New York

The Rev. Jennifer J.S. Brooks
Unitarian Universalist
South Church, 2nd Congregational Meeting
House Society
Nantucket, Massachusetts

Pamela K. Brubaker, Ph.D.
Church of the Brethren
Professor of Religion, California Lutheran
University
Thousand Oaks, California

Rev. Daniel Budd
Unitarian Universalist
Parish Minister
First Unitarian Church of Cleveland
Cleveland, Ohio

Rev. Cynthia S. Bumb
United Church of Christ
Pastor, Pilgrim Congregational Church
St. Louis, Missouri

Jennifer Butler
Presbyterian
Associate for Global Issues
Presbyterian United Nations Office
New York, New York



Robert K. Cavenaugh
Unitarian Universalist Association of
Congregations
Director, Washington Office for Advocacy
Washington, D.C.

Albert G. Cohen
United Church of Christ
Executive Director, Southern California
Ecumenical Council

Rev. Barbara Harrison Condon
Lutheran
Pastor, Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America
Idaho Falls, Idaho

Doriene D. Marshall Cook
Presbyterian Church USA
Director of Christian Education and
Commissioned Lay Pastor
Salt Lake City, Utah

Susan Criscione
American Baptist Church USA
Pastor, First Baptist Church in Beverly
Beverly, Massachusetts

Edd Doerr
President, Americans for Religious Liberty
Immediate Past President, American
Humanist Association
Washington, D.C.

Erma M. Durkin
Roman Catholic
Secretary, Women Church, Baltimore
Baltimore, Maryland

Marvin M. Ellison
Presbyterian Church (USA)
Professor of Christian Ethics
Bangor Theological Seminary
Portland, Maine

Susan A. Farrell, Ph.D.
Roman Catholic
Associate Professor
Kingsborough Community College
Brooklyn, New York

Rev. Roberta Finkelstein
Unitarian Universalists of Sterling
Sterling, Virginia

Nancy Finneran, SL
Roman Catholic
St. Louis, Missouri

Ruth McDonough Fitzpatrick
Roman Catholic
Co-coordinator, Women Church
Convergence
Fairfax, Virginia

Julian Frederick
Religious Society of Friends (Quaker)
Strawberry Creek Meeting of the
Religious Society of Friends
Berkeley, California

Jane Gibbs
Jewish
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Denver, Colorado

Rev. Roger D. Grow
United Church of Christ
Minister, United Church of Christ
Iowa City, Iowa

Ann L. Hanson
United Church of Christ
Minister for Children, Families and Human
Sexuality
Justice and Witness Ministries�United
Church of Christ
Cleveland, Ohio

Esther Mohler Ho
Church of the Brethren
Member of Board of Directors
Northern California Interreligious
Conference
Hayward, California

Rea Howarth
Roman Catholic
Coordinator, Catholics Speak Out
Co-director, Quixote Center
Brentwood, Maryland



Rev. Margaret E. Howland
Presbyterian
Pastor Emeritus, South Presbyterian Church
Yonkers, New York

Rev. Elenora Giddings Ivory
Director, Washington Office Presbyterian
Church (USA)
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Bob Johnson
Unitarian Universalist
Secretary of the Kodiak Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship
Kodiak, Alaska

Rev. Susan Karlson
Minister, Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Wilmington
Wilmington, North Carolina

Rabbi Harley Karz-Wagman
Temple Beth Or
Everett, Washington

Laia S. Katz
Past Chair, Council of Governors
Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice

Nazir Khaja, MD
Muslim
Chairman, Islamic Information Services
Altadena, California

Frances Kissling
Roman Catholic
President, Catholics for a Free Choice
Washington, D.C.

Rev. Kurt A. Kuhwald
Unitarian Universalist
Faithful Fools Street Ministry
San Francisco, California

Rev. Ken Brooker Langston
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Disciples Justice Action Network
Annapolis, Maryland

Joan M. MacIntyre

Roman Catholic
St. Leo Church
Oakland, California

Monica Maher, Ph.D.
Union Theological Seminary
New York, New York

Rev. Dr. James B. Martin-Schramm
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Associate Professor of Religion, Luther
College
Decorah, Iowa

Dr. Helen McIntosh
Unitarian Universalist
Missouri Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice
Kirkwood, MO

Claudene Oliva
Unitarian Universalist
Seminarian
Meadville Lombard Theological School
Chicago, Illinois

Maureen F. O�Meara
Unitarian Universalist
Social Concerns Trustee
Miami Valley Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship
Dayton, OH

Rev. Mark R. Pawlowski
Presbyterian
CEO, Planned Parenthood of S. Central
Michigan
Kalamazoo, Michigan

The Rev. Loey (Lois) M. Powell
United Church of Christ
Minister and Team Leader
Human Rights, Justice for Women and
Transformation Ministry Team
Cleveland, Ohio

Dr. Kathy S. Quinn
Lutheran
Lutherans Concerned/South Carolina
Columbia, South Carolina



The Rev. Dr. Katherine Hancock Ragsdale
Episcopal
Vicar, St. David�s Church
Pepperell, Massachusetts

Rev. George F. Regas
Episcopal
Executive Director, The Regas Institute
Pasadena, California

Rev. Meg Riley
Unitarian Universalist
Director, Advocacy and Witness Program,
UUA
Washington, D.C.

Fred Ruof
Roman Catholic
Call to Action Baltimore
Baltimore, Maryland
Berkeley, California

Carolyn Schrock
Church of the Brethren
Mountain Grove, Missouri

Maureen Shea
Episcopal
Director of Government Relations
Episcopal Church USA
Washington, D.C.

Lynn A. Shuppel
Roman Catholic
Women-Church, Baltimore
Baltimore, Maryland

Margaret Thomas
Member, Unitarian Church, Davenport IA
and St. Joseph�s Catholic Church
Rock Island, Illinois

Karen S. Vagley
Lutheran Office for Governmental Affairs,
ELCA
Washington, D.C.

Lonnie Valentine
Religious Society of Friends (Quaker)
Associate Professor of Peace & Justice
Studies, Earlham School of Religion

Richmond, Indiana

Rev. Carlton Veazey
Baptist
Executive Director, Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice
Washington, D.C.

Carol Waser
Unitarian Universalist
River Road Unitarian Church
Silver Spring, Maryland

Rev. Dr. Thom White Wolf Fassett
United Methodist
Superintendent, United Methodist Church
North Central New York

James Winkler
General Secretary, General Board of
Church and Society
The United Methodist Church
Washington, D.C.

Susan Wysocki
Roman Catholic
Board member, Catholics for a Free Choice
President and CEO, National Association of
Nurse Practitioners in Women�s Health
Washington, D.C.

International Religious Leaders:

Rev. Rose Teteki Abbey
Presbyterian Church of Ghana
Ghana

Karla Berdichevsky
Jewish
Independent Consultant, Public Health,
UNFPA
Mexico

Fr. Julián Cruzalta, O.P.
Roman Catholic
Executive Dirictor, Comunidad  Ecumenica
Magdala
Mexico

Rev. Dr. Wanda Deifelt
Lutheran pastor



Professor of the Chair of Feminist Theology
Escola Superior de Teologia
Sao Leopoldo RS
Brazil

Elfriede Harth
Roman Catholic
European Representative, Catholics for a
Free Choice
France

June Jacobs
Jewish
Immediate past president, International
Council of Jewish Women
United Kingdom

María Consuelo Mejía
Roman Catholic
Director, Católicas por el Derecho a Decidir
México
Mexico

Liz Thomas
Episcopal
Specialist Scientist and deacon
Medical Research Council, South Africa
South Africa

Sr. Ngozi Uti, HHCJ
Roman Catholic
Founder, Centre for Women Studies and
Intervention
Nigeria

Ana Vicente
Roman Catholic
International Movement �We are Church�
Portugual



Cc: Colin Powell, Secretary of State
Arthur E. Dewey, Assistant Secretary for
Population, Refugees and Migration


