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Walking Humbly in Zimbabwe
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PC(USA) partners in ministry do justice, show mercy, and

walk every day—or sometimes ride in ox carts.

Do Justice: What does this mean to a young girl trying to choose between
fetching today’s water and standing in line to buy bread? Or to a voter who
believes the last elections were stolen? Or to parents who struggle to pay
school fees for their children while the once-robust economy collapses?
Where is justice when thousands lack food, yet big commercial farms lie
fallow? Pastors here sometimes speak of God's justice as if only divine anger
could explain what's going on.

Show mercy: How does the church of Jesus Christ in Zimbabwe
demonstrate the goodness of good news?

Walk humbly: Part of the answer may be found in this story by the Rev. P.
Chirongo of Chinhoyi:

Walking Humbly in Zimbabwe

3 o B, Pl AR

L LA,

PC(USA) partners in ministry do justice, show mercy, and
walk every day—or sometimes ride in ox cars.

Do Justice: What does this mean to a young girl trying to choose between
fetching today’s water and standing in line to buy bread? Or to a voter who
believes the last elections were stolen? Or to parents who struggle to pay
school fees for their children while the once-robust economy collapses?
Where is justice when thousands lack food, yet big commercial farms lie
fallow? Pastors here sometimes speak of God's justice as if only divine anger
could explain what's going on.

Show mercy: How does the church of Jesus Christ in Zimbabwe
demonstrate the goodness of good news?

Walk humbly: Part of the answer may be found in this story by the Rev. P.
Chirongo of Chinhoyi:



“In April | was going to a Holy Communion service at one of my eight
prayer houses [rural outstations]. | waited several hours to catch a lift, to
no avail. Finally came a ‘Scotch cart’: a wagon pulled by oxen. So a trip
that should have required fifteen minutes took me two hours.

“| thanked God and offered the service. The participants were delighted—
though some had mixed feelings, since they also were sympathizing with
me. What encouraged me most was this inner voice saying, ‘Fear nof; |
am with you.” The message today is the same.”

Fear not... Yet in Zimbabwe many fear the government and its brutal
security forces. Others fear shortages, witchcraft, or HIV/AIDS. Some fear
even to travel, despite the beauty of this land.

We pray for deliverance. But we thank God also that our partners have not
forgotten justice. They continue to show mercy, and they walk every day—or
sometimes ride in ox carts—while the rest of us want fo run.

Ted and Sue Wright

Regional Liaisons, East and Central Africa
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Do you have a mission story to tell? Would you like to read inspiring
stories of Presbyterians in mission? Visit the Witness Season Web site:
www.pcusa.orglwitness. New minutes for mission are posted on the Ist
and 15th or each month.

For more information on the Witness Season mission education emphasis
contact Billie Healy, Associate for Mission Education Resources
(888) 728-7228, ext. 5689, or Bhealy@ctr.pcusa.org.
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