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Osmundo Ponce has been
a mission co-worker with
the PC(USA) since 1989.
His most recent assignment
began in April 2007 when
he was invited by the
Evangelical Church of
Spain and the Reformed
Episcopal Church of Spain
to teach at the United
Evangelical Theological
Seminary in Madrid.

He writes, “When I came, I
found great expectations about the proposed theological education
program of lay church leaders. We quickly devoted ourselves to this
task and the creation of the Theological Workshop.”

The Theological Workshop provides tools for leaders to enrich their
ministries and can be completed in two years. One of the key
characteristics of this program is its flexibility. It allows participants
to complete the course of study within lifestyle constraints such as a
heavy work schedule.

From the beginning, this program has been a success. The faculty
members at the seminary write all the materials and Rev. Ponce
edits them. The teachers were the first to participate in the program
because of the impact of their work.

Theological Workshop: A flexible
program for lay leaders in Spain

Spanish lay leaders enrich their ministries
through the Theological Workshop. Photo
courtesy of Osmondo Ponce.
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“It is a very exciting task,” continues Rev. Ponce. “In the places
that we have visited, the pastors have said to us, ‘This is what we
need.’” The Theological Workshop now serves those in Madrid,
Barcelona, Pamplona, Bilbao, Valencia and in the Balearic
Islands. The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Portugal has also
expressed interest in introducing the Theological Workshop.

“But I do not do this alone,” concludes Rev. Ponce. “We have
formed a work team, with one person in the north of the country
and another in the south. This allows us to attend to different
church traditions. Presently, the Methodist, Presbyterian, Anabaptist
and Pentecostal churches are participating.”
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Do you have a mission story to tell? Would you like to read inspiring
stories of Presbyterians in mission? Visit the Witness Season Web site:
www.pcusa.org/witness. New minutes for mission are posted on the 1st
and 15th or each month.

For more information on the Witness Season mission education emphasis
contact Billie Healy, Associate for Mission Education Resources
(888) 728-7228, ext. 5689, or Bhealy@ctr.pcusa.org.
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