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The Presbyterian Church
of Aotearoa New Zealand

The Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa
New Zealand aims to make Jesus
Christ known. The context for this
mission is a society that is increasingly
ethnically and religiously diverse, and
a community of people that expresses
spirituality in places outside the church.
The Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa
New Zealand is active in trying to
engage with new people who, in many
cases, have little or no church
background.

Our congregations reflect New
Zealand's growing ethnic diversity: The
number of Pacific island parishioners is
increasing, as is the number of Asian
congregations. We also give
expression to our church'’s special
relationship with Maori, the indigenous
people of New Zealand, through Te
Aka Puaho (Maori Synod). In 2005,

Moderator of Te Aka Puaho (Maori
Synod), Mrs. Millie Te Kaawa, and
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of
Aotearoa New Zealand General
Assembly, Rt Rev. Garry Marquand, with
a plaque presented by the church to the
synod on the event of its 50th jubilee
celebration in early 2005.

the synod accepted nine people for Amorangi (self-supporting, community-based
ministry) training to provide ministry among Maori in both remote and urban

contexts.

As a church, in 2007 our focus will remain on developing healthy congregations
through resourcing and enabling leadership within the church, and providing
framework that allows improved flexibility and innovation in mission.
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The 2002 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New
Zealand affirmed the Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu as our “primary mission
relationship” in recognition of our long-term relationship. Our work in more
remote parts of the world continues, but our special relationship with our Pacific
neighbors is expected to continue in 2007 and beyond.

Josephine Reader

Communications Manager

Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand
JoseReader@pcanz.org.nz
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Do you have a mission story to tell? Would you like to read inspiring
stories of Presbyterians in mission? Visit the Witness Season Web site:
www.pcusa.orglwitness. New minutes for mission are posted on the Ist
and 15th or each month.

For more information on the Witness Season mission education emphasis
contact Billie Healy, Associate for Mission Education Resources
(888) 728-7228, ext. 5689, or Bhealy@ctr.pcusa.org.
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