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One of the first people I met when I came to Lesotho was “Thabo,” a tall, gentle man
who was actively involved in our Joining Hands network. So I was shocked one day
when I was told he’d been abducted, held without his family’s knowledge for three
days, beaten severely, tortured, and then released after being held five days by
government-related forces. He may never reveal fully what happened during those five
days, but it is clear his life has been changed by it. 

Thabo is only one of many seeking to be heard by people who care. The regional
Southern Africa Development Community’s Lawyers Association has issued a lengthy
report based on its own findings, noting, “There is a perception that there has been a
breakdown in the rule of law in Lesotho,” and that the information that “the security
authorities are involved, in violation of human rights, has grave implications for the rule
of law” in the country. Grave, indeed.

In conjunction with our presbytery partner and through PC(USA) contacts with foreign
human rights organizations, our hope is that the world will hear their cry for justice so
they will know they are not alone—and that we care.

For more information about this program, visit www.jhahlesotho.org.

Prayer:
Father, we know we live in a fallen world that is overrun with cruelties and injustices to
others, both near and far. As the author of peace, we cry out for those whose voices
are not heard beyond their own hearing, those who suffer unjustly at the hands of
others, and ask that we might be your light in this dark world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen. 
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