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Congregations that contribute
to the Theological Education
Fund* provide vital financial
support for our Presbyterian
seminaries and their students.

With their contributions
congregations not only
provide vital financial support
for our Presbyterian
seminaries—they’re helping
students like Deris Rice.  

Rice, who grew up in the
National Baptist tradition, had been expecting to follow his call from
God by apprenticing with an established preacher and then starting
his own church ministry. He had already been licensed to preach as a
student at Morehouse College in Atlanta.

Rice was encouraged, however, by a Presbyterian pastor, one of his
father’s friends, to attend seminary. Intrigued by the opportunity to
learn and grow, he decided to extend his education and chose San
Francisco Theological Seminary (SFTS) as the place to earn a Master
of Divinity degree. 

“SFTS has helped me take more seriously the value of an educated
clergy,” says 2005 graduate Deris Rice. “I’ve been challenged to
grow in ways I couldn’t have imagined!”

M I N U T E F O R M I S S I O N

W I T N E S S  S E A S O N

W I T N E S S  S E A S O N

W I T N E S S  S E A S O N

M I N U T E F O R M I S S I O N

W I T N E S S  S E A S O N

W I T N E S S  S E A S O N

W I T N E S S  S E A S O N

M I N U T E F O R M I S S I O N

The Theological Education Fund

Congregations that contribute to the

Theological Education Fund* provide vital

financial support for our Presbyterian seminaries

and their students.

Congregations that contribute
to the Theological Education
Fund* provide vital financial
support for our Presbyterian
seminaries and their students.

With their contributions
congregations not only
provide vital financial support
for our Presbyterian
seminaries—they’re helping
students like Deris Rice.  

Rice, who grew up in the
National Baptist tradition, had been expecting to follow his call from
God by apprenticing with an established preacher and then starting
his own church ministry. He had already been licensed to preach as a
student at Morehouse College in Atlanta.

Rice was encouraged, however, by a Presbyterian pastor, one of his
father’s friends, to attend seminary. Intrigued by the opportunity to
learn and grow, he decided to extend his education and chose San
Francisco Theological Seminary (SFTS) as the place to earn a Master
of Divinity degree. 

“SFTS has helped me take more seriously the value of an educated
clergy,” says 2005 graduate Deris Rice. “I’ve been challenged to
grow in ways I couldn’t have imagined!”

The Theological Education Fund

Congregations that contribute to the

Theological Education Fund* provide vital

financial support for our Presbyterian seminaries

and their students.

 



Do you have a mission story to tell? Would you like to read inspiring
stories of Presbyterians in mission? Visit the Witness Season Web site:
www.pcusa.org/witness. New minutes for mission are posted on the 1st
and 15th or each month.

For more information on the Witness Season mission education emphasis
contact Billie Healy, Associate for Mission Education Resources 
(888) 728-7228, ext. 5689, or Bhealy@ctr.pcusa.org.
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The academic imperative to think, the tools for continued learning, the
breadth of experience, and colleagues from different traditions—all have
prepared him for ministry as a U.S. Army Reserve chaplain.

“I look forward to ministering to Christians and non-Christians alike,
providing comfort to people of different denominations, different faiths.” 

*The Theological Education Fund, or TEF, is the only denomination-wide
source of financial support for PC(USA) seminaries. It is comprised solely of
monies contributed annually by Presbyterian congregations.

For information about TEF, please contact 
Patsy Godwin at (888) 728-7228, ext. 5337, or pgodwin@ctr.pcusa.org

The academic imperative to think, the tools for continued learning, the
breadth of experience, and colleagues from different traditions—all have
prepared him for ministry as a U.S. Army Reserve chaplain.

“I look forward to ministering to Christians and non-Christians alike,
providing comfort to people of different denominations, different faiths.” 

*The Theological Education Fund, or TEF, is the only denomination-wide
source of financial support for PC(USA) seminaries. It is comprised solely of
monies contributed annually by Presbyterian congregations.

For information about TEF, please contact 
Patsy Godwin at (888) 728-7228, ext. 5337, or pgodwin@ctr.pcusa.org


