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To Be Welcomed as Simply Oneself
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African and French pastors meet to discuss ways to make asylum seekers
feel welcome.

Many members of the Reformed Church of France are Christian asylum seekers.
Pastor Gilles Boucomont writes about Josué, a Rwandan pastor who has been
welcomed into a Normandy parish: “Josué’s mother was a Tutsi, and his father a
Hutu. He is one of the very few members of his family to have survived the horrific
violence [in Rwanda]. Josué is especially grateful that he can be present just like
anyone. There are many like him for whom the right to fit in is more important than
the much-touted right to be different. They feel properly integrated when no one
takes notice of their skin color.
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Josué is also grateful that he can use his own language for prayer. The prayer
groups are happy for people to pray in whatever language they wish, and in
church we recite the Lord’s Prayer in whatever language God uses to speak to us.
We also have been grateful for Josué’s patience with us. We had suggested
gathering all the Rwandan church members in a group so they could pray
together in their own language. That was not, he said, a sensible suggestion. It is
not—or not yet—possible for victims and perpetrators to unite in prayer. Hardly a
small detail, but in our ignorance, we had overlooked it. The privilege of true
asylum, spiritual as well as political, is to be welcomed as simply oneself.”
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Do you have a mission story to tell? Would you like to read inspiring
stories of Presbyterians in mission? Visit the Witness Season Web site:
www.pcusa.orglwitness. New minutes for mission are posted on the Ist
and 15th or each month.

For more information on the Witness Season mission education emphasis
contact Billie Healy, Associate for Mission Education Resources
(888) 728-7228, ext. 5689, or Bhealy@ctr.pcusa.org.
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