
 

                                                                                                            Date: January 20, 2012 
 
BY REV. JOHN TUBUWA GOLUMO 
 
RE: Lou-Nuer launched attacks on Murle tribe in Pibor County, Jonglei State 
 
The peace conference organized by South Sudan Council of Churches (SSCC) under the 
leadership of Archbishop Daniel Deng was to take place on December 12, 2011 in Pibor County 
as agreed by both warring parties i.e Lou-Nuer and Murle But later the Lou Nuer declined to 
continue with the peace process after Yong, a recently self-declared Lou Nuer prophet 
coalesced youth towards a perceived common threat of the Murle using what are termed as 
divine gifts of healing and visions.   
On December 23, 2011 before Christmas they began launching their deadly attacks on the 
residents of Lekuangole cattle keepers. They massacred people, stole huge number of cattle 
and burnt houses to ashes including the churches. They cleared all the vicinities around 
Lekuangole and on December 27 they invaded Lekuangole Town and brunt it completely to 
ashes. No any single house was left. They stayed in Lekuangole for 2 days while launching their 
attacks advancing to Pibor. UNMISS and SPLA soldiers were there but they did nothing. 
 
Evacuation of Pibor residents 
 
When we heard that Lekuangole was invaded and totally burnt to ashes by the attackers, the 
whole population of Pibor evacuated for safety and I was among them. We went to Kengen 
River for hiding while some people went to other places.  
 
 
January 1, 2012 massacre 
 
Nuer spent one night in Lukurnyang and on the 1st January 2012 they moved to the following 
vicinities around Pibor where people were hiding: Tangajon, Alanyeris, Nuer, Vertet Payam, 
Mambicha, Kuruboyo, Kulugur, Kengen River, Teltel, Lilrumonet, Kongkong River and many 
other places. In these areas many people: men, women, children and the elderly were 
massacred. Rev. John Giro Achal was also killed in Kengen River including many other 
Christians. Rev. John was a pastor in charge of Langachot Congregation, a branch of Pibor 
Parish, Eastern Jonglei Presbytery of Presbyterian Church of South Sudan. We mourned for him. 
May God Almighty rest his soul in eternal peace?  
 
Miraculous escape from deadly attacks 
 
When I heard that Nuer invaded Pibor Town and burnt houses to ashes, I began running 
straightaway to Kongkong Rivers which we call Baaz. I ran with my mother-in-law plus her son’s 
wife and their three (3) children. I knew that the following morning Nuer would pursue us. We 
started departure from Bolitinganu at 3:00pm, a distance of 2-3 hours walking from Pibor Town 



and we were heading to Baaz. It took us one day to reach Chomamorok, the same River of 
Kongkong. After crossing the river by swimming, there I found my brothers with cattle and 
while were still talking about Nuer pursuing us, we heard the sound of shooting behind us at 
the river bank. We began again running and by this time we missed one another. People could 
run in twos-fours for safety. There I knew that it was the only moment for me to be killed by 
Nuer with my mother-in-law, their children and my brothers. We ran again a distance of one 
day walking till morning where we could settle until situation became calm in Pibor. All my 
belongings were left in Pibor. The only things I took with me were laptop with my certificates 
inside, small plastic sheet for sleeping, mosquito net, small container for carrying water, mobile 
phone, some pain killers (drugs) and radio. I was even thinking of throwing my laptop away 
because it was too heavy for me to run with it. I thought of running with only my certificates 
and water container if Nuer could draw near me. In the bush there are many small rivers. While 
I was crossing another river, my radio fell into the water. When I picked it there was a lot of 
water inside it; then I threw it away because I was so discouraged and also getting tired to carry 
something which became useless when we were pursued by attackers. After reaching the place 
where we could rest for more than two weeks, I saw children, women and many people resting 
under the trees, suffering from hunger, mosquito bites, lacking sleeping materials and drinking 
unclean water sometimes from the swamps and rivers including me. Many people slept on the 
floor without putting anything on the ground.  Some people cut grass and used it for sleeping. 
All of our luggage was thrown down when Nuer started shooting us. Many people became sick 
but there was no medication or anyone to provide medical treatment. I could share my drugs 
with my colleagues and some other children who were suffering from headaches and other 
pains. It was the most  tragic and miserable situation that I ever witnessed in my life. I was 
somehow traumatized when I saw the agony of Murle people in the bush, especially young 
children, women and elderly people. We walked inside tall grass. 
 I heard some people singing Christian songs and praying to God for protection and help; people 
whom I have never seen them in the church one day.  
 
Deadly attacks will become historical trauma 
 
My brother-in-law who joined us after Nuer went back to Pibor asked his son why he was 
running. He replied, “I was running from modo (enemies)” said the son.  Who are the modo 
(enemies)? The father asked his son, “Nuer” replied the son. The son is 7 years old. Now he 
begins to know who the enemies are and what the enemies do. Children were the first people 
to run first and faster. Some of them missed their parents for almost one month even the 
elderly. Until now some of the children and elderly people are not yet found. People are still 
looking for the missing ones.  I am afraid this is going to be an historical trauma that can be 
passed on from generation to generation if children at this age begin to know only about war 
and nothing else. If the cycle of violence is not broken by bringing peace and reconciliation to 
our warring communities, then the historical trauma will build a big room in the hearts of our 
people and the next generation to come. The entire Murle Community has been completely 
traumatized by the tragic and deadly attacks launched by Luo-Nuer from December 23, 2011-
January 6, 2012. Pibor was terrorized by Lou-Nuer attackers. Thousands of lives have been lost. 
They cattle of my brothers were also stolen during these terrible raids.  



 
Back to Pibor after spending nearly three weeks 
 
On my way back to Pibor I saw a dead body of an old man lying by the roadside. Some of the 
dead bodies were rotten in the rivers. It is the same water we could drink. When I reached 
Pibor I found my two houses were totally burnt to ashes. The houses were broken in the first 
place, looted and finally set on fire. Now I have no any tukul (house) left for me to stay when I 
go to Pibor. I saw the church building of Langachot Congregation was also burnt and some 
other houses. SALT (Serving And Learning Together) and MSF-Clinic were completely 
devastated. 
 
SALT destroyed offices and properties including store. All valuable things were totally looted. 

   
SALT store destroyed from inside after breaking the doors (see brlow). 

 
 
Victims of the violence/war: 
 

 Innocent women. 



 Innocent children. 

 Elderly people. 

 Pastors and devoted Christians. 

 Disabled persons. 

 NGOs suffered losses and casualties. 
 

 
Effects of violence/war: 
 

1. Death of huge number of people (massacre). 
2. Displacement of thousands of people (homelessness). 
3. Destruction of properties. 
4. Starvation. Many people starved to death due to lack of food. 
5. Suffering from many diseases due to lack of medical services. 
6. Drinking unclean water. 
7. Girls and young women became victims of rape. 
8. Children suffering from malnutrition. 
9. Offices and schools are closed due to insecurity. 
10. Lack of pit latrines and sanitations.  
 
Constraints: 

 Constant insecurity in Jonglei State, especially in Pibor County hampers 
development. 

 Poor road network contributes to hindrance of easy movement. 

 Lack of protection of civil population. 

 Political motivation of inciting civilians to fight. 

  Selfishness, tribalism, nepotism, favoritism etc cannot build the nation. 

 Heavy rains which can result in floods make developmental progress difficult. 
 
Tactics of tribal violence: 
 
1. To divide Murle people politically as did Khartoum Government to the Southerners. 
2. To wipe Murle people away from the face of South Sudan. 
3. To rule, oppress, marginalize and make Murle few survivors suffer forever or be slaughtered. 
 
Conclusive urgent requests: 
 

1. I request all the churches and International Community to get involved in bringing 
everlasting peace and reconciliation to the warring parties of Lou-Nuer and Murle.  

2. Humanitarian aid should be offered to the large number of IDPs who are suffering in the 
bush – this should be in terms of non food and food items. 

3. Medical services must be well rendered to those who are suffering from various 
diseases due to lack of treatment. 



4. Deployment of neutral troops should be well observed in order to prevent more 
violence. But they should not be mainly from one tribe as it used to be in Pibor County. 

5. Politicians who incite civilians to fight must be arrested, investigated and faced ICC. 
 We have so many Omar el Bashir who deserve to be issued an arrest warrant in South Sudan.  
They are responsible for the bloodshed of the innocent people. If politicians are not dealt with, 
the cycle of violence in Jonglei State will never stop.  
 Pray for peace and reconciliation and for the stability of the newly born independent nation of 
the Republic of South Sudan.  
 
Let the churches pray for these tribal conflicts in Jonglei State and in other parts of South 
Sudan. Our people are still having mentality of war. We had never lost so many lives like today 
when there is our own government. It is a big shame and disgrace to the people of newly born, 
independent State, South Sudan. 
 
May God Almighty save the lives of His people in Jonglei State, South Sudan. 
 
Thanks 
Rev. John Tubuwa 
See some of the dead bodies massacred by Lou-Nuer below: 

 
 

Another Murle dead body plus also a Nuer dead body on the right hand side with marks on his face. 



 


